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PEEFACE. 


The  object  of  this  book  is  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  reader  to  some  of  the  social  evils  that  besot  ua; 
more  particularly  in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  criminal  justice.  So  long  a  time  has  intervened 
since  the  thought  occurred,  and  so  many  interruptions 
have  delayed  the  progress  of  the  work,  that  it  is  felt 
the  subject  has  been  very  imperfectly  treated;  but  it  is 
hoped  that  enough  has  been  done  to  cause  a  few  to  re- 
fleet  on  a  matter  of  vital  importance ;  one  that  to  them 
may  possess  the  interest  of  novelty. 

A  strange  indifference  exists  as  to  the  composition  of 
the  juries.  In  our  view,  the  institution  itself,  so  admi- 
rable in  a  monarchy,  is  totally  unsuited  to  a  democracy. 
The  very  principle  that  renders  it  so  safe  where  there  is 
a  gi-eat  central  power  to  resist,  renders  it  unsafe  in  a 
state  of  society  in  which  few  have  sufficient  resolution 
to  attempt  even  to  resist  popular  impulses. 

A  hundred  instances  might  be  given  in  which  the 
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juries  of  this  country  aro  an  evil  j  one  or  two  of  vvhicli 
we  will  point  out.  In  trials  between  railroad  compa- 
nies and  those  who  dwell  along  their  lines,  prejudice  ie 
usually  so  strong  against  the  former,  that  justice  foi 
them  is  nearly  hopeless.  In  certain  parts  of  tlie  coun- 
try, the  jui'ies  are  made  the  instruments  of  defeating 
the  claims  of  creditors  who  dwell  at  a  distance,  and  an) 
believed  to  Have  interesta  opposed  to  the  particular 
community  where  the  debtor  resides.  This  is  a  most 
crying  evil,  and  has  been  the  source  of  many  and  griev- 
ous wrongs.  Whenever  there  is  a  motive  for  creating 
a  simulated  p\iblic  opinion,  by  the  iinited  action  of  sev? 
eral  journals,  justice  is  next  to  hopeless ;  such  combina- 
tions rarely,  if  ever,  occurring  in  its  behalf.  In  cases 
tiiat  are  connected,  with  the  workings  of  political 
Bchemes,  and  not  unfrequently  in  those  in  which  polit- 
ical men  are  parties  to  the  suits,  it  is  often  found  that 
die  general  prejudices  or  partialities  of  the  out-door  fac- 
tions enter  tlie  jury-box.  This  is  a  most  serious  evil 
too;  for,  even  when  the  feeling  does  not  produce  a 
direct  and  flagrant  wrong,  it  is  very  apt  so  far  to  tem- 
per the  right  as  to  deprive  it  of  much  of  its  virtue.  In 
a  country  like  this,  in  which  party  penetrates  to  the 
very  bottom  of  society,  the  extent  of  this  evil  can  be 
known  only  to  tliose  who  are  brought  into  close  contact 
with  the  ordinary  .workings  of  the  institution. 

In  a  democracy,  proper  selections  in  the  material  that 
are  necessary  to  render  jui'ies  safe,  become  nearly  ira- 
possibla  Then,  the  tendency  is  to  the  accumulation  of 
power  jn  bodies  of  men ;   apd  in  a  state  of  society  like 
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oar  own,  the  juries  get  to  be  much  too  independent  of 
the  opinion  of  the  cwnrt.  It  is  precisely  in  that  condi- 
tion of  things  in  which  the  influence  and  authority  of 
the  judge  guide  the  juror,  and  the  investigation  and 
aubBtandial  power  of  the  juror  react  on  the  proceedings 
of  the  court,  that  the  greatest  benefits  have  been  found 
fo  acci-ue  from  this  institution.  Tlie  reverse  of  this 
state  of  things  will  be  very  likely  to  produce  the  great- 
est amount  of  evil. 

It  la  certain  that  the  juries  are  falling  into  disrepute 
tliroughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.^  The 
difficulty  is  to  find  a  substitute.  As  they  are  bodies 
holding  the  lives,  property  and  chai-acter  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  community,  more  or  less,  in  their  power,  it  ia 
not  to  be  supposed  that  the  masses  will  surrender  this 
important  means  of  lexercisiog  their  authority  volun- 
tarily, or  with  good  will.  Time  alone  can  bring  reform 
through  the  extent  of  the  abuses. 

The  writer  has  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  that  any 
thing  contained  In  this  book  will  produce  a  very  serious 
impression  on  the  popularity  of  the  jury.  Such  ia  not 
its  design.  All  that  is  anticipated  is  to  cause  a  portion 
of  his  readers  to  reflect  on  the  subject;  persons  who 
probably  have  never  yet  given  it  a  moment  of  thought. 

There  is  a  tendency,  at  the  present  time,  to  ceurt 
change  for  its  own  sake.  Tiiis  is  ei-roneously  termed  a 
love  of  reform.  Something  very  like  a  revolution  is 
going  on  in  our  midst,  while  there  is  much  reason  to 
apprehend  that  few  real  grievances  are  abated;  the 
spurious  too  exclusively  occupying  tlie  popular  mind, 
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riii  pBKrAox. 

to  render  easy  a  just  distmction  between  them.  When 
an  American  prates  about  ariBtoeraey,  it  is  pretty  safe 
to  set  him  down  as  knavish  or  ignorant.  It  is  pnrely 
cant ;  and  the  declaimers  would  be  puzzled  to  point  to 
a  single  element  of  the  little  underetood  and  much  de- 
cried institution,  the  country  being  absolutely  without 
any,  unless  the  enjoyment  of  the  ordinary  rights  of 
property  can  be  so  considered.  But  the  demagogue 
must  have  his  war-cry  as  well  as  the  Indian ;  and  it  is 
probable  he  will  continue  to  whoop  as  long  aa  the 
tountry  contains  minds  weak  enough  to  furnish  him 
with  dupes. 

OooFKBBiowv,  JEmA  1),  IBM 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Mar.  My  lord  Aumerle,  is  Harry  Hereford  sraied  T 
Amn.  Yea,  at  all  poinU ;  and  longa  to  enter  in. 

Kittg  Richard  IF. 

Is  one  respect,  there  is  a  visible  improvement  in  the  goodlj 
town  of  ManhatlAD,  and  tliat  is  in  its  architecture.  Of  ita 
growth,  Ihtre  has  never  been  any  (luestion,  while  many  have 
disputed  its  pretension  to  improvement.  A  vast  expansion  of 
medioerilj,  though  useful  and  imposing,  raiely  satisfies  either 
the  judgment  or  the  taste;  those  who  possess  these  qualities, 
requiring  a  nearer  approach  to  what  is  excellent,  than  can  ever 
be  found  beneath  the  term  just  mentioned. 

A  town  which  is  built  of  red  bricks,  that  are  faced  with  white 
marble,  the  whole  garnished  with  green  blinds,  can  never  have 
but  one  outward  sign  —  that  of  tawdry  vulgarity.  But  thia 
radical  defect  is  slowly  disappearing  from  the  streets  of  Man- 
hattan ;  and  those  who  build,  are  getting  to  understand  that 
architecture,  like  statuary,  will  not  admit  of  strong  contrasts  in 
colours.  Horace  Walpole  tells  us  of  a  certain  old  Lord  Pern* 
broke,  who  blackened  the  eyes  of  the  gods  and  goddesses  in  the  ' 
celebrated  gallery  at  Wilton,  and  prided  himself  on  the  achieve- 
ment, as  if  he  had  been  another  Phidias.  There  haVe  been 
thonsanda  of  those  who  have  laboured  in  the  spirit  of  this  Earl 
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of  Pembroke  ia  the  streets  of  nil  the  American  towns  j  tnt  da 
veiling,  hints,  books  and  example,  are  slowly  effecting  a  change  | 
and  whole  squares  may  now  be  seen  in  which  the  eye  resia  with 
Batis&ction  on  blinds,  facings  and  bricks,'  all  brought  to  the  same 
pleasing,  sober,  architectural  tint.  We  regard  this  as  tlie  first 
step,  in  advance,  that  has  been  made  in  the  right  direction,  stt 
&r  as  the  outward  aspect  of  the  town  is  concerned,  and  look  foi^ 
ward,  with  hope,  to  the  day  when  Manhattan  shall  have  banished 
its  rag-fair  finery  altogether,  and  the  place  will  become  as  remark- 
able for  the  chaste  simplicity  of  its  streets,  as  they  have  hitherto 
been  for  their  marked  want  of  tast«. 

With  this  great  town,  mottled  as  it  is,  in  people  as  well  aa  in 
hues,  with  its  native  population  collected  from  all  parts  of  this 
vast  republic,  and  its  European  representatives  amounting  to 
scores  of  thousands,  we  shall  have  much  l«  do  in  the  succeeding 
pages.  Out  researches,  however,  will  be  bestowed  more  on 
things  moral  than  on  things  physical;  and  we  shall  endeavour 
to  carry  the  reader  with  us  through  scenes  that,  we  regret  to  say, 
[tie  far  more  characteristic  than  novel. 

In  one  of  the  cross  streets  that  communicate  with  Broadway, 
and  below  Canal,  stands  a  dwelling  that  is  obnoxious  to  all  the 
charges  of  bad  taste  to  which  there  has  already  been  allusion,  at 
well  as  to  certain  others  that  have  not  yet  been  named,  at  all. 
A  quarter  of  a  century  ance,  or  within  the  first  twenty  years  of 
its  own  existence,  the  house  in  question  would  have  been  regarded 
as  decidedly  patrician,  though  it  is  now  lost  amid  the  thousand! 
of  similar  abodes  that  have  arisen  since  its  own  construction. 
There  it  stands,  with  its  red  bricks  periodically  painted  redder; 
i(e  marble  facings,  making  a  livery  of  red  turned  up  with  white ; 
itfl  green  Uinds,  its  high  stoop,  its  half-bnried  and  low  basement, 
and  all  its  neatness  and  comfort,  notwithstanding  its  flagnuit 
•rohitectuial  nna.  Into  this  building  we  now  proposfi  to  enter, 
at  the  very  early  hour  of  ei^t  is  the  morning. 


>y  Google 


THE    WAT8    O?     THE     HOUR.  11 

,  ITie  principal  floor  was  divided,  as  usual,  between  a  dining  and 
ft  drawing-room,  with  large  communieating  doora.  This  was  the 
ftereotyped  construction  of  all  Manhattanese  dwellings  of  anj 
pretension,  a  quarter  of  a  lentury  since;  and  that  of  Mr.  Thomoa 
I>unscomb,  the  owner  and  occupant  of  the  house  in  question, 
had  been  built  in  ri^d  conformity  with  the  fashion  of  its  daj. 
'Squire  Dunscomb,  ae  this  gentleman  waa  termed  in  all  the 
adjacent  country  counties,  where  he  was  well  known  as  a  reliable 
and  sound  legal  adviser;  Mr.  Thomas  Dunscomb,  as  he  jna 
itjled  by  vsrioua  angle  ladies,  who  wondered  he  never  married; 
or  Tom  Dunscomb,  as  he  waa  familiarly  called  by  a  herd  of  un- 
yoked youths,  all  of  whom  were  turned  of  si:!ty,  was  a  capital 
fellow  in  each  of  his  many  characters.  As  a  lawyer,  he  was  as 
near  the  top  of  the  bar  as  a  man  can  be,  irho  never  had  any  prft- 
tenaons  to  be  ^  orator,  and  whose  longest  effort  soldora  exceeded 
half  an  hour.  Should  the  plan  of  placing  eloquence  in  hobblea 
reach  our  own  bar,  his  habit  of  condensing,  his  trick  of  getting 
midlum  Ht  pano,  may  yet  bring  him  to  the  very  summit ;  for 
he  will  have  an  immense  advantage  over  those  who,  resembling 
a  countiy  buck  at  a  town  bail,  need  the  whole  field  to  cut  their 
flourishes  in.  As  a  man  of  the  world,  he  was  well-bred,  though 
a  little  cynical,  very  agreeable,  most,  especially  with  the  ladies, 
and  quite  fomiliar  with  all  the  better  habits  of  the  best-toned 
circles  of  the  place.  As  a  boon  companion,  Tom  Dunscomb 
was  an-  immense  favourite,  being  particuLirly  warm-hearted,  and 
always  ready  for  any  extra  eating  or  drinkmg.  In  additioa  to 
these  leading  qualities,  Dunscomb  was  known  to  be  rich,  having 
inherited  a  very  tolerable  estate,  as  well  as  having  added  mvtk 
to  bis  me&QB,  by  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  If  to  these  cii> 
cnmetances  we  add  that  of  a  very  prepossesung  personal  appear- 
tnoe,  io  whioh  age  waa  very  green,  the  reader  has  ail  that  u 
Deoeawiiy  for  an  infToduction  to  one  of  our  principal  chBnu)teT& 
Though  a  bachelw,  lUr.  DonsManb  did  not  Iiv»  alin«.     He 
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had  a  oephew  and  a  niece  in  hia  tiimilj,  the  orphan  children  of  4 
Bister  who  had  now  been  dead  many  years.  They  bore  the  name 
of  Wilmeter,  which,  in  the  fitmily  parlance,  was  aluiost  always 
pronounced  Wilmington.  It  waa  Jack  Wilmington,  and  Sally 
Wilmington,  at  school,  at  home,  and  with  all  their  intimafcBj 
though  Mr.  John  Wilmeter  and  Miss  Sarah  Wilmeter  were  often 
spoken  of  in  their  litl]e  out-door  world;  it  being  rather  an  afiec- 
tation  of  the  linies  to  proTC,  in  this  manner,  that  one  retains 
some  knowledge  of  the  spelling-book.  We  shall  write  the  name 
as  it  is  written  by  the  parties  themseWes,  forewarning  the  reader 
that  if  he  desire  to  pronounce  it  by  the  some  family  standard, 
he  must  take  the  unauthorized  spelling  as  a  guide.  We  own 
ourselves  to  a  strong  predilection  for  old  familiar  sounds,  as  well 
as  old  familiar  faces 

At  half-past  8,  A.  M.,  of  a  fine  morning,  lat«  in  May,  wheo 
the  roses  were  be^nniag  to  show  their  tints  amid  the  Terdure  of 
the  leaves,  in  Mr.  Bunscomb's  yard,  the  three  individuals  jnsi 
mentioned  were  at  the  breakfas^table  of  what  it  is  the  fashion 
of  New  York  to  term  a  dining-room.  The  windows  were  open. 
and  a  soft  and  fragrant  air  filled  the  apartment.  We  have  sait 
that  Mr.  Ihmaeomb  was  affluent,  and  he  chose  to  enjoy  hii 
means,  not  &  la  Manhattan-,  in  idle  competition  with  the  nouveiiuii 
riches,  but  in  a  more  quiet  and  rational  way.  His  father  hat 
occupied  lots,  "running  through,"  as  it  is  termed;  building  hi 
honae  on  one  street  and  his  stables  on  the  other;  leaving' himself 
B  space  in  the  rear  of  the  former,  that  was  prodigious  fw  t,  towi 
.  so  squeezed  into  parallelograms  of  twenty-^ve  feet  by  a  hundred 
This  open  space  was  of  the  usual  breadth,  but  it  actually  mea 
Bored  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  an  area  that  would  haw 
dmost  justified  its  being  tensed  a  "park,"  in  the  ntanenclatur 
of  the  town.  This  yard  Sarah  had  caused  to  be  wall  gamishei 
witll  shrabbery,  and,  fbr  its  dimenritma,  it  was  really  a  sort  ol 
'ania,  in  that  wilderness  (^  bricks. 
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The  family  was  not  alone  that  morning.  A  certjun  Michael 
Millingtou  was  a  guest  of  Jack's,  and  seemingly  quite  at  home 
in  the  little  circle.  The  business  of  ealjng  and  drinking  was 
pretty  well  through  with,  though  each  of  the  four  cup3  had  its 
remairts  of  l«a  or  coffee,  and  Sarah  sat  stirring  hers  idly,  while 
ber  soft  eyes  were  turned  with  interest  on  the  countenances  of  the 
two  young  men.  The  last  had  a  sheet  of  writing-paper  lying 
betWBOii  them,  and  their  heads  were  close  together,  as  both 
studied  that  which  waa  written  ou  it  :n  pencil.  As  for- Mr.  Buns- 
eomb,  himself,  he  was  fairly  surrounded  by  documents  of  one 
BOrt  and  another.  Two  or  three  of  the  morning  papers,  glanced' 
at  but  not  read,  lay  opened  on  the  floor ;  on  each  side  of  his  plate 
was  a  brief,  or  some  lease  or  release  ;  while  a  copy  of  the  new 
and  much  talked  of  code  was  in  his  hand.  As  we  say  in  our 
American  English,  Mr.  Dunscomh  was  "emphatically"  a  com- 
mon-law lawyer ;  and,  as  our  transatlantic  brethren  would  remark 
in  their  sometime  cockney  dialect,  he  was  not  at  all  "  agreeable" 
to  this  great  innovation  on  'the  perfection  of  human  reason.' 
He  muttered  occasionally  as  he  read,  and  now  and  then  he  laid. 
down  the  book,  and  seemed  to  mu'ie.  All  this,  however,  was 
quite  lost  on  Sarah,  whose  soft  blue  eyes  still  rested  on  the  in- 
terested  countenances  of  the  two  young  men.  At  length  Jack: 
seized  the  paper,  and  wrote  a  line  or  two  hurriedly,  with  his. 
pencil. 

."There,  Mike,"  he  smd,  in  a  tone  of  self-gratnlation,  'T 
think  that  will  do!'' 

"  It  has  one  merit  of  a  good,  toast,"  answered  tlie  ftiend>  Sl 
little  donbfingly;  "it  is  sententious," 

"  As  all  toasts  ought  to  be.  If  we  are  to  have  this  dinner, 
»nd'  the  Bpeechea,  and  all  the  usual  publioationa  afterwarda,  I 
choose  that  we  should  appearwith  soato  little«rcdit.  Pray,,8a," 
rshdjig  his  eyes  to  his  un^e,  and  his  voice  to  o«rea{ioBdt.««lutt 
flo  jou  think  of  it,  now  ?"  ;.,,., 
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"  Juat  aa  I  always  hsve,  Jack.  It  will  never  do  at  all,  Ju* 
ticG  would  halt  miserably  under  such  a  system  of  practice.  Some 
of  the  (ditos  of  pleadings  are  infemal,  if  pleadings  they  can  be 
called  at  all.  I  detest  even  the  names  they  give  their  proceed- 
ings—  complaints  and  answers  1" 

"They  are  certainly  not  as  formidable  to  the  ear,"  returned 
Jack,  a  little  saucily,  "as  rebutters  and  sur-rebnttera.  But  I 
was  not  thinking  of  the  code,  sir;  I  was  asking  your  opinion  of 
)iy  new  toast." 

"  Even  a  fee  could  not  extract  an  opiaion,  unless  I  heard  il 
■«ad." 

"  Well,  sir,  here  it  is :  '  The  constitution  of  the  United  St-ates ; 
he  palladium  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties.'  Now,  I  do 
40t  think  I  can  much  better  that,  uncle  Tom  '." 

"  I  'm  very  sorry  to  hear  you  say  so,  Jack." 

"Whyao,  sir?  I'm  sure  it  is  good  American  sentiment ; 
md  what  is  more,  it  has  a  flavour  of  the  old  English  principles 
-hat  you  ao  much  admire,  about  it,  too.     Why  do  you  dislike  it, 

"For  several  reasons — it  would  be  common-place,  which  a 
(oast  should  never  be,  wero  it  true;  but  there  happens  not  to  be 
■V  word  of  truth  in  your  sentiment,  sonorous  aa  it  may  sound  in 

"  Not  true  1  Does  not  the  constitution  guaranty  to  the  citizen 
/eli^ous  liberty?" 

"  Not  a  hit  of  it."  ' 

"  You  amaze  me,  dr  I  Why,  here,  juat  listen  to  its  language, 
if  you  please." 

Hereupon  Jack  opened  a  book,  and  read  the  clause  on  which 
he  relied  to  confute  one  of  the  ablest  constitutional  lawyers  and 
oloaicst  heads  in  America.  Not  that  Mr.  IhittBComb  was  what 
18  called  an  "expounder,"  great  or  small;  but  he  never  made  » 
mistake  on  the  subject  in  hand,  and  had  oftea  caused  the  best  of 
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the  "expounders"  to  retrace  their  steps.  He  was  an  original 
liiinker,  but  of  the  safest  and  most  useful  sort ;  one  who  diathi 
guished  between  the  itistUulions  of  England  and  America,  while 
he  submitted  to  the  fair  application  of  minor  principles  that  are 
so  common  to  both.  As  for  his  nephew,  he  knew  no  more  of  the 
great  instrument  he  held  in  liia  band,  than  he  had  gleaned  from 
ill-digested  newspaper  remarks,  vapid  speeches  in  Congress,  and 
the  erroneous  notions  that  float  about  the  country,  coming  frem 
"nobody  knows  whom,"  and  leading  literaUy  to  nothing.  The 
ignorance  that  prevails  on  such  subjects  is  really  astounding,  when 
one  remembers  the  great  number  of  battles  that  are  annually 
fought  over  this  much-neglected  compact. 

"Ay,  here  is  the  clause — just  please  to  hear  it,  sir,"  continued 
Jack. — "'Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  afi'establish- 
ment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  or 
abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right 
of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  govern- 
ment for  a  redress  of  grievances.'  There,  I  think  that  will  go 
far  towards  justifying  the  whole  toast,  Mike." 

This  was  said  a  little  triiunphantly,  and  not  a  little  confidently 
The  only  answer  Mr.  Dunsoomb  condescended  to  make,  was  an 
Dxpreasive  "Umph!"  As  for  Michael  MilUngton,  he  was  a  little 
timid  about  expressing  an  opinion,  and  that  for  two  reasons ;  he 
had  often  experienced  Mr.  Dunscomb's  superior  wisdom,  and  he 
kL^w  that  Sarah  heard  all  that  passed. 

"I  wish  your  uncle  would  lay  aside  that  code  for  a  minute. 
Jack,  and  let  us  know  what  he  thinks  of  our  authorities,"  said 
Michael,  in  an  under  tone. 

"Come,  Uncle  Tom,"  cried  the  more  hardy  nephew — "come 
out  of  your  reserve,  and  lace  the  constitution  of  yotnr  country. 
Even  Sarah  can  see  that,  for  once,  tee  are  right,  and  that  mj 
toast  ia  of  proof." 

"  It  is  a  very  good  proof-sfteet,  Jack,  not  only  of  youi  OWB 
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mind,  but  of  lialf  the  miods  in  tlie  country.  Ranker  nonseiiN 
cannot  be  uttered,  however,  than  to  say  that  the  Conatitution  of 
the  United  States  is  the  palladium  of  anything  in  which  civil  oi- 
reiigious  liberty  is  concerned." 

"  You  do  not  dispute  the  fldelitj'  of  my  quotaUon,  air?" 

"  By  no  means.  The  clause  you  read  ia  a  very  usel^a  exhibi 
tion  of  certain  facta  that  esiated  just  as  distinctly  before  it  wat 
framed,  as  they  do  to-day.  Congress  had  no  power  to  make  an 
established  religion,  or  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  that  of 
the  press,  or  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition,  before  that 
amendment  was  introduced,  and  consequently  the  clause  itself  is 
eupererogalflry.     You  take  nothing  by  your  motion,  Jack." 

"  I  do  not  understand  you,  sir.  To  me,  it  aeems  that  I  have 
the  beat  of  it." 

'•  Congress  haa  no  power  but  what  has  been  conceded  to  it 
directly,  or  by  necessary  connection.  Now,  there  happens  to  be 
nothing  said  about  granting  any  aueh  authority  to  Congress,  and 
conaequently  the  prohibition  ia  not  necessary.  But,  admitting 
that  Congress  did  really  posseaa  the  power  to  estabhsh  a  religion 
previously  to  the  adoption  of  this  ameudment,  the  constitution 
would  not  prove  a  palladium  to  religious  liberty,  unless  it  pro- 
hibited everybody  else  from  meddling  with  the  opinions  of  the 
sitizen..  Any  stat*  of  this  Union  that  pleases,  may  eatablish  a 
religion,  and  compel  its  citizens  to  support  it." 

"Why,  sir,  our  own  atat«  constitution  has  a  provision  similar 
to  this,  to  prevent  it." 

"  Very  true ;  but  our  own  state  constitution  can  be  altered  in 
this  behalf,  without  asking  permission  of  any  one  but  our  own 
pecqile.  I  think  that  even  Sarah  will  understand  that  the 
United  States  is  no  palladium  of  religions  liberty,  if  it  cannot 
prevent  a  state  from  establishing  Mohatncdanism,  as  snon  as  a 
few  fimns  can  be  complied  vrith." 
,  Sarah  coloured,  glanced  timidly  at  JUlichael  MUliugton,  but 
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THE     WATB     OF     THE     HOHB.     .  1^ 

made  no  reply.  She  did  not  understand  much  of  what  she  had 
just  heard,  though  rather  an  intelligent  ^1,  but  had  hoped  that 
Jack  and  his  friend  were  nearer  right  than  was  IJkeljf  to  turn  out 
to  be  the  esse.  Jack,  himaelf,  being  a  young  limb  of  the  law, 
comprehended  what  hia  uncle  meant,  and  had  the  grace  1o  colour, 
too,  at  the  manner  in  which  he  had  manifested  his  ignorance  of 
tLe  great  national  compact.  With  a  view  to  relieve  himaelf  from 
hia  dilemma,  he  cried,  with  a  ready  dexterity, — 

"  WeD,  since  thia  won't  do,  I  muat  tiy  the  jury.  '  The  trial 
by  jury,  thfe  palladium  of  our  liberties.'     How  do  you  like  that, 

BT?" 

"Worse  than  the  other,  boy.  God  protect  the  country  (liat 
has  no  better  ahield  against  wrong,  than  that  which  a  jury  can 
hold  before  it." 

Jack  looked  at  Michael,  and  Michael  looked  at  Ja«t ;  while 
Sarah  looked  at  both  ia  turn. 

"  You  surely  will  not  deny,  sir,  that  the  trial  by  jury  is  one 
of  the  most  precious  of  the  ^fta  received  from  our  anceatora?" 
said  the  first,  ■*  little  categorically,  Sarali  brightening  up  at  thia 
question,  as  I  she  fancied  that  her  brother  had  now  got  on  solid 
ground. 

"Your  question  cannot  be  answered  in  a  breath,  Jack,"  re- 
turned the  uncle.  "  The  trial  by  jury  teas  undoubtedly  a  most 
precious  boon  bestowed  on  a  people  among  whom  there  existed 
an  hereditary  ruling  power,  on  the  abuses  of  which  it  was  often 
A  most  salutary  check." 

"Well,  sir,  ia  it  not  the  same  check  here;  assuring 'to  th 
citizens  independent  justice?" 

"Who  compose  the  ruling  power  in  America,  JackF" 

"The  people,  to  be  aure,  six." 

"And  who  the  jurors?" 

"The  people,  loo,  I  suppose,"  answered  the  nephew,  lied*ifr 
iug  K  little  before  ho  replied. 
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"Well,  let  us  suppose  a  citizen  has  a  conflict  of  rights  wiri 
the  public,  which  is  the  government,  who  will  compcee  flie  tri. 
bunal  that  is  to  decide  the  question?" 

"A  jury,  to  be  sure,  sir.  The  trial  by  jury  J'a  guarantied  bj 
the  constitution,  to  us  all." 

"Ay,"  said  Mr.  Dunscomb,  smiling,  "much  as  are  our  reli- 
gious aud  political  liberties.  But  according  to  your  own  adniJa- 
Bion,  this  is  very  much  like  making  one  of  the  parties  a  judge  ill 
his  own  case.  A,  inasta  that  he  has  a  right  to  certain  lands,  for 
instaace,  which  the  pubhc  claims  for  itself.  In  such  a  case,  part 
of  the  public  compose  the  tribunal." 

"But  is  it  not  true,  Mr.  Dunsoomb,"  put  ia  Millington, 
"ihiit  the  popular  prejudice  is  usually  against  government,  in  all 
oaaea  with  prii-ate  citizens?" 

Sarah's  face  looked  brighter  now  than  ev^r,  for  she  felt  sure 
that  Mike,  aa  her  brother  familiarly  called  his  friend,  had  asked 
a  most  apposite  question. 

"  Certainly;  you  are  right  as  to  particular  sets  of  cases,  but 
wrong  aa  to  others.  In  a  commercial  town  like  this,  the  feeling 
is  against  government  iu  all  cases  connected  with  the  collection 
<o{  the  revenue,  I  admit;  and  you  will  see  that  the  fact  mates 
■against  the  trial  by  jury  in  another  form,  since  a  judge  ought  to 
be  strictly  impartial ;  above  all  prejudice  whatever." 

"But,  uncle,  a  judge  and  a  jury  are  surely  very  ditferent 
things,"  cried  Sarah,  secretly  impelled  to  come  to  Michaol'a 
rescue,  though  she  scarce  knew  anything  of  the  merits  of  the 
iubject., 

"  Quite  right,  jny  dear,"  the  uncle  answered,  nodding  his  head 
tindly,  casting  a  glance  at  his  niece  that  caused  her  to  blush  un- 
der the  consciousness  of  beiag  fully  understood  in  her  motives, 
if  not  in  her  remark.  "  Most  profoundly  right;  a  judge  and  a 
juror,  ought  to  be  very  difierent  things.  What  I  most  eomplain 
of  is  the  fact  that  the  jurors  are  fast  beeoramg  judges.     Nay,  b« 
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lieorge,  thuj  are  getting  to  be  legislators,  making  the  law  at)  well 
98  inlcrpreting  it  How  ofteu  does  it  happen,  now-a-days,  that 
the  court  t«ll  the  jury  that  such  is  the  law,  and  the  jur/  cornea 
in  with  a  verdict  which  tells  the  court  that  such  is  not  the  law  ? 
This  is  an  cverj-daj  occurrence,  in  the  actual  state  of  public 

"  ISut  the  court  wil)  order  a  new  trial,  if  the  verdict  is  against 
law  and  evidence,"  said  Michael,  determined  that  Sarah  should 
be  "sustained. 

"  Aj,  and  another  jury  wil!  be  quite  likely  to  sustain  the  old 
one.  No — no — the  trial  by  jury  is  no  more  a  palladium  of  our 
liberties,  than  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  " 

"Who,  or  what  is,  then,  sir?"  demanded  Jack. 

"God!  Yes,  the  Deity,  in  his  Divine  Providence;  if  any- 
thing is  to  save  us.  It  may  not  be  his  pleasure  fo  let  us  perish, 
for  it  would  seem  that  some  great  plan  for  the  advancement  of 
dvilization  is  going  on,  and  it  may  be  a  part  of  it  to  make  us 
imporbmt  agents.  All  things  regai'ded,  I  am  much  inclined  to 
believe  such  is^  the  fact.  But,  did  the  result  depend  on  ua, 
miserable  instruments  in  the  Almighty  hands  as  we  are,  woeful 
would  be  the  end  I" 

"Yoii  do  not  look  at  things  coulear  de  rose,  tlucle  Tom,'' 
Sarah  smihngly  observed. 

"  Because  I  am  not  a  young  lady  of  twenty,  who  is  well  sails' 
fi'^  with  herself  and  her  advantages.  There  is  but  one  character 
for  which  I  have  a  greater  contempt  than  that  of  a  senselesa 
grumbler,  who  regards  ali  things  li  tort  et  u  traoeri,  and  who 
cries,  there  is  nothing  good  in  the  world." 

"And  what  is  the  exception,  sir?" 

"  The  man  who  is  pulFed  up  with  conceit,  and  fancies  all 
around  him'  perfection,  when  so  much  of  it  is  the  veveree; 
who  ever  shouts  'liberty,'  in  the  midst  of  the  direst  opprea. 
lion," 
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"  But  direst  oppression  is  certainly  no  tenn  to  bo  applied  to 
anything  in  New  York !" 

"You  think  not?  What  would  you  say  to  a  state  of  society 
in  which  the  law  is  available  to  one  class  of  citiecns  only,  in  the 
way  of  compulsion,  and  not  at  all,  in  the  way  of  protection  F" 

"  I  do  not  understand  yon,  sir;  here,  it  is  our  boast  that  all 
aro  protected,  alike." 

"Ay,  so  far  as  boasliTig  goes,  we  are  beyond  reproach  But 
what  are  the  fitcts?  ■  Here  is  a  man  tbat  owes  money.  The  law 
is  appealed  to,  to  compel  payment.  Verdict  is  rendered,  and 
execution  issued.  The  sheriff  enters  his  house,  and  sells  hia 
very  furniture,  to  extort  the  amount  of  the  debt  from  him." 

"  That  is  his  misfortunCj  sir.  Such  things  must  happen  to  all 
debtors  who  cannot,  or  will  not,  pay." 

"  If  this  were  true,  I  should  havo  nothing  to  say.  Imagine 
this  very  debtor  to  be  also  a  creditor;  to  have  debte  due  to  him, 
of  many  times  the  sums  that  he  owes,  but  which  the  law  will  not 
aid  him  in  collecting.  For  him,  the  law  is  all  oppresfdon — no 
protection."  ' 

"But,  surely,  Uncle  Torn,  nothing  of  the  sort  esists  here  !" 

"Surely,  Miss  Sarah  Wilmeter,  such  things  do  esist  here  in 
practice,  whatever  may  be  the  theory  on  the  subject;  what  ja 
more,  they  esist  under  the  influenp*  of  facts  that  are  directly  con- 
nected with  the  working  of  the  institutions.  My  case  is  not  sup- 
poeititioua,  at  all,  but  real.  Several  landlords  have  quite  recently 
felt  all  the  rigours  of  the  law  as  debtors,  when  it  was  a  dead  letter 
to  them,  in  their  character  of  creditors.  This  has  actually  hap- 
pened, and  that  more  than  once;  and  it  might  happen  a  hundred 
times,  were  the  landlords  more  in  debt.  In  the  latter  ease,  it 
would  be  an  every-day  occurrence." 

"What,  sir,"  esclaimed  Michael  Millington;  "the  law  en- 
force,  when  it  will  not  protect?" 

'■That  it  does,  young  man,  in  many  interests  that  I  coiUJ 
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pcddt  out  to  you.  But  Lere  ta  as  flagrant  a,  case  of  uiiuiitigul«d 
tyraimy  as  can  be  cited  against  any  country  in  CliriBteiidom.  A 
citizen  IS  sold  out  of  liouse  and  home,  under  process  of  law,  for 
debt;  and  when  he  asks  for  (Jie  use  of  the  same  process  of  law 
to  collect  his  undeniable  dues,  it  m,  in  effect,  denied  him.  And 
this  amoDg  the  people  who  boast  that  their  independence  is 
derived  from  a  spirit  that  would  notr  be  taxed  !  A  people  who 
are  hourly  shouting  hosannas  in  honour  of  their  justice !" 

"  It  cannot  be,  Uncle  Tom,  liat  this  is  done,  in  terms,"  cried 
the  astounded  nephew. 

"  K,  by  terms,  you  mean  professions  of  justice,  and  liberty, 
and  equal  rights,  they  are  fair  enough ;  in  all  those  partjculara 
we  are  irreproachable.  As  '  prcfes.''ors'  no  people  can  talk  more 
volubly  or  nearer  to  the  point — I  allude  only  to  feets." 

"But  these  facts  may  be  explained — qualified — are  not  as 
flagrant  as  they  seem  ujider  your  statement?" 

"In  what  manner?" 

"Why,  sir,  this  is  but  a  temporary  evil,  perhaps." 

"It  has  lasted,  not  days,  nor  weeks,  nor  months,  but  years. 
What  is  more,  it  is  an  evil  that  hae  not  occurred  in  a  corner, 
where  it  might  be  overlooked;  but  it  exists  within  ten  miles  of 
your  capital,  in  plain  sight  of  your  logisiators,  and  owes  its  im- 
punity solely  to  their  profound  deference  to  votes.  In  a  word, 
it  is  a  part  of  the  political  system  under  which  we  live ;  and  that 
far  more  so  than  any  disposition  to  tyranny  that  might  happen  to 
manifest  itself  in  an  individual  king."  • 

"  Do  not  the  tenants  who  refuse  to  pay,  fancy  that  their  land- 
lords have  no  right  to  their  estates,  and  does  not  the  whole  diffi- 
culty arise  from  misapprehension?"  asked  Michael,  a  little 
tintidlj. 

"  What  would  that  have  to  do  with  thh  service  of  process,  if  it 
wore  true?  When  a  sheriff's  officer  comes  among  these  men, 
they  "take  his  authority  from  him,  and  send  him  BwayitMiip^- 
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Kghte  arc  to  be  determined  only  by  the  law,  since  tbej  ara 
deriyed  from  the  law ;  and  he  who  meets  the  law  at  the  threshold, 
and  denies  it  entrance,  can  never  seriously  pretend  that  he  resistfl 
because  the  other  party  has  no  cliuras.  No,  no,  young  gentle- 
man— this  is  aU  a  fekih.  The  evil  is  of  years'  stan^ng ;  it  is  of 
die  character  of  the  direst  oppression,  and  of  oppression  of  the 
irorst  sort,  that  of  many  oppressing  a  few;  cases  in  which  the 
infferer  is  cut  oif  frOm  sympathy,  as  you  cauvsee  by  the  apathy 
at  the  community,  which  is  singiug  bosannas  fo  its  own  perfec- 
tion, while  this  great  wrong  is  committed  under  ita  very  noae. 
Had  a  landlord  oppressed  his  tenants,  their  clamour  would  have 
made  itself  heard  throughout  the  land.  The  worst  feature  in 
the  case,  is  that  which  connects  the  whole  thing  so  very  obviously 
■  witli  the  ordinary  working  of  the  institutions.  If  it  were  merely 
human  covetousness  struggling  against  the  institutions,  the  last 
might  prove  the  strongest;  but  it  is  cupidity,  of  the  basest  and 
m'ost  transparent  nature,  iuiti£  the  institutions  themselves  to 
effect  its  purpose." 

"  I  am  surprised  that  something  was  not  done  by  the  last  con- 
vention to  meet  the  evil  I"  said  Jack,  who  was  nmch  struck  with 
the  enormity  of  the  wrong,  placed  before  his  eyes  in  its  wmplest 
form,  as  it  had  been  by  his  directrminded  and  clear-headed 


"  That  is  because  you  do  not  know  what  a  convention  has  got 
lo  be.  Ita  object  is  to  push  principles  into  impracticable  ex- 
trsmes,  under  the  silly  pretensien  of  progress,  and  not  to  abate 
evils.  I  made  a  suggestion  myself,  to  certain  members  of  that 
convention,  which,  in  my  poor  judgment,  would  have  effectuall 
Bured  this  disease ;  but  no  member  had  the  courage  to  projwse  it 
Doubtless,  it  would  have  been  useless  had  it  been  otherwise.'' 
■  "  It  was  worth  the  tnal,  if  such  were  likely  to  be  ita  result 
Wlwt  wits  your  plan,  eir  ?" 

HfiiBiply  tb  dis&aachioe  any  district  in  which  the  law  oould 
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not  be  enforced  by  means  of  combinationa  of  its  people  Un 
application  to  the  highest  court  of  the  state,  an  order  might  be 
granted  that  no  polls  should  be  held  in  one,  or  more,  towns,  or 
c6untics,  in  which  combinations  existed  of  a  force  sufficient  to 
prevent  the  laws  from  being  put  in  force.  Nothing  could  be 
more  just  tlian  to  say  that  men  who  will  not  obey  the  law  sliall 
not  have  a  voice  in  making  it,  and  to  me  it  really  seenia  that 
some  such  provision  would  be  the  best  possible  expedient  to 
check  this  growing  eyil.  It  would  be  choking  the  enemy  with 
his  own  food." 

"Why  was  it  not  done,  sir?" 

"  Simply  because  our  sages  were  speculating  on  votes,  and  not 
on  principles.  They  wilt  talk  to  you  like  so  many  books  loiioh- 
ing  the  vicea  of  all  foreign  systems,  but  are  ready  to  die  in  de- 
fence of  the  perfection  of  their  own." 

"  Why  was  it  necessary  to  make  a  new  constituHon,  the  other 
day,"  asked  Sarah,  innocently,  "if  the  old  one  was  so  vefy 
excellent  ?" 

■'Sure  enough  —  the  answer  might  puzzle  wiser  heads  than 
yours,  child.  Perfection  requires  a  great  deal  of  tinkering,  in 
this  conntry.  We  scarcely  adopt  one  plan  that  shaJl  secure 
ererybody's  rights  and  liberties,  than  another  is  broached,  to 
secure  some  newly-diseovered  rights  and  liberties.  With  the 
dire  example  before  them,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  elective 
franchise  is  abused,  in  this  anti-rent  movement,  the  sages  of  tha 
land  have  just  given  to  the  ma'^s  the  election  of  judges;  aa  beau- 
tiful a  Bchome  for  making  the  bench  coalesce  with  the  jury-box 
»s  human  ingenuity  could  invent !" 

As  all  present  knew  that  Mr.  Dunscomb  was  bitterly  opposed 
to  the  new  constitution,  no  one  was  surprised  at  this  last  aaser- 
lion.  It  did  create  wonder,  however,  in  the  minds  of  ail  three 
of  the  ingenuous  young  persons,  when  the  fact  —  an  undeniahlQ 
■1^  iatOt  cniBhing  one  it  is,  too,  so  &r  as  any  Ugh  pretenaion  to 
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true  liberty  ia  concerned — was  plainly  laid  before  tlicm,  that 
citizens  were  to  be  found  in  New  York  against  whom,  the  law 
was  rigidly  enforced,  while  it  was  powerless  in  their  behalf. 
We  have  never  known  this  aspect  of  the  ease  presented  to  arij 
mind,  that  it  did  not  evidently  produce  a  deep  impression,  for 
the  moment;  fent,  alas!  "what  is  everybody's  business  is  no- 
body's business;"  and  few  care  for  the  violation  of  a  principle 
when  the  wrong  does  not  affect  themselves.  These  young  folk 
were,  hke  all  around  them,  unconscious  even  that  they  dwelt  in 
a  community  in  which  so  atrocious  a  wrong  was  daily  done,  and, 
for  tJie  moment,  were  startled  when  the  truth  was  placed  before 
their  eyes.  The  young  men,  near  friends,  and,  by  certain  signs, 
likely  to  be  even  more  closely  united,  were  much  addicted  to 
speetdating  on  the  course  of  events,  as  they  conceived  them  to 
be  tending,  in  other  countries.  Michael  Miihngton,  in  par- 
ticular, was  a  good  deal  of  a  general  politician,  having  delivered 
Bftveral  orations,  is  which  he  had  laid  some  stress  on  the  greater 
happiness  of  the  people  of  this  much  favoured  land,  over  those 
of  all  other  floimtries,  and.  especially  on  the  subject  of  equal 
rights.  He  was  too  young,  yet,  to  have  learned  the  wholesome 
truth,  that  equality  of  rights,  in  practice,  exists  nowhere;  the 
ingenuity  and  selfishness  of  man  finding  the  means  to  pervert  to 
narrow  purposes,  the  most  cautious  laws  that  have  ever  been 
adopted  in  furtherance  of  a  principle  that  would  seem  to  be  an 
just.  Nor  did,  he  know  that  the  Bible  rontains  all  the  wisdom 
and  justice,  transmitted  as  divine  precepts,  that  mu  necessary 
to  secure  to  every  man  aJl  that  it  is  desirable  to  possess  here 
below. 

The  convereation  was  terminated  by  the  entrance  of  a  fourth 
BoUoquist,  in  the  person  of  Edward  McBrain,  M  D,,  who  was 
Dot  only  the  family  physician,  but  the  bosom  friend  of  the 
Uwyer.  The  two  liked  each  sther  on  the  principle  of  loving 
tL^  oppoutes.     0::e  waa  a  Jjachelor,  the  other  was  abont  to 
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many  his  third  wife ;  one  was  a  httlc  of  a  cjuic,  the  other  much 
uf  a  philanthropist;  one  distrustful  of  huui^i  nature,  the  other 
too  confiding;  one  cautioiis  to  excess,  the  other  absolutely  im- 
petuoiis,  whenever  anything  strongly  interested  hia  feelings. 
They  were  alike  in  being  Mauhattanese  hy  birth,  somewhat  a 
novelty  in  a  New  Yorker;  in  being  ec^ually  graduates  of  Colum- 
bia, and  classmates ;  in  u  real  love  of  their  fellow-creatures; 
in  goodness  of  heart,  and  In  integrity.  Had  either  been  want- 
ing in  theso  last  great  eaaentiaJs,  tbe  other  could  not  Imve 
Buduied  him. 
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O  change!  —  stupcndoiu  change! 

There  Ilea  the  eoulless  clod ; 
The  »un  eternal  breaks  — 
The  aew  immortal  wakes  — 

Wakes  with  bis  God. 

Afri.  Soulha/. 

As  Dr.  MoBrain  entered  tlio  room,  the  two  young  men  and 
Sarai,  after  saluting  him  lite  verj  familiar  acquaintances,  passed 
out  into  what  the  niece  called  her  "garden."  Here  she  imme- 
dialelj'  set  her  scissors  at  work  in  clipping  roses,  vioieta,  and 
oUier  early  flowers,  to  make  bouquets  for  her  companions.  That 
of  Michael  was  mucl'  the  largest  and  most  tast«ful;  hut  this  her 
brother  did  not  remark,  as  he  waa  in  a  brown  study,  reflecting 
on  the  singularity  of  the  circumstance  tliat  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  should  not  be  the  "  palladium  of  his  political 
and  religious  liberties."  Jack  saw,  for  the  first  tinie  in  bis  life, 
that  a  true  knowledge  of  the  constitution  was  not  t«  be  found 
floating  about  in  society,  and  that  "there  was  more  in  the 
nature  of  the  great  national  compact  tLan  was  dreamt  of  in  hie 
philosophy." 

"Well,  Ned,"  said  the  lawyer,  holding  out  his  hand  kindly 
hut  not  rising  from  bia  chair, "what  has  brought  you  here  k 
tarly?    Has  old  Martha  spoOt  your  tea?" 

"Not  at  all;  I  have  p^  tiiia  visit,  as  it  might  be,  pro- 
feanonaQy." 

"  ProfenioDt]]/!    I  never  was  better  in  my  life;  and  Mt  yon 
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down  as  a  false  prophet,  or  no  doctor,  if  you  like  that  better,  for 
ihe  gout  has  not  even  ^vea  a  premonitory  hint,  thia  spring ;  and 
I  hope,  now  I  baTO  given  up  Sauteme  altogether,  and  take  but 
four  glasses  of  Madeira  at  dinner " 

"  Two,  too  many." 

"  I  '11  engage  to  drink  nothing  but  sherry,  Ned.  if  you  'U  con- 
sent lo  four,  and  that  without  any  of  those  forbidding  looks  " 

"  Agreed ;  sherry  has  less  acidity,  and  consequently  less  gout, 
(han  Madeira.  But  my  business  here  this  morning,  though 
professional,  does  not  relate  to  my  craft,  but  to  your  own.' 

"  To  the  law  ?  Now  I  take  another  look  at  you,  I  do  see 
trouble  in  your  physiognomy;  am  I  not  to  draw  the  marriage 
Bettlemenls,  after  al!  ?" 

"  There  are  to  be  none.  The  now  law  gives  a  woman  the 
entire  control  of  all  her  property,  they  tell  me,  and  I  suppose 
she  will  not  espeot  the  control  of  mine." 

"  Umph  !  Yes,  she  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  things  aa  they 
are,  for  she  will  remaui  mistress  of  all  her  cups  and  saucers, 
even,  — ay,  and  of  her  houses  and  lands,  in  the  bargain.  Hang 
me,   if  I  would  ever  marry,  when   the   contract  is  so   one- 

"  You  never  did,  when  the  contract  was  t'  other-sided.  For 
ir.y  part,  Tom,  I  'm  dispoaed  to  leave  a  woman  mistress  of  her 
own.  The  experiment  is  iforth  the  trial,  if  it  be  only  to  see  the 
use  she  will  make  of' her  money." 

"You  are  always  experimenting  among  the  women,  and  are 
about  to  try  a  third  wife.  Thank  Heaven,  I  Ve  got  on  axtj 
years,  quite  comfortably,  without  even  one." 

"You  have  only  half  lived  your  life.  No  old  bachelor -:• 
meaning  a  man  after  forty — knows  anything  of  real  happnetft. 
ft  is  necessary  to  be  married,  in  order  t';  be  truly  happy." 

"  I  wonder  you  did  not  add,  '  two  or  three  times. '  But  yo« 
auty  sfalce  this  new  contract  with  greater  coofideuee  tban  .^ther 
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af  the  others,     I  «uppo9o  yon  have  seen  this  new  divoroe  proje^ 
that  is,  or  has  been,  before  the  le^ktureF" 

"  Divorce  !  I  trust  no  sUch  foolish  law  will  pass.  Tliis  caU- 
ing  roarriago  a  'contract,'  too,  is  what  I  never  liked.  It  ia 
something  far  more  than  a  'contract,'  in  my  yiew  of  the 
matter." 

"  Still,  tbit  is  what  the  law  considers  it  to  he.  Get  out  of 
this  new  scrape,  Ned,  if  you  can  with  any  honour,  and  remain 
■  an  independent  freeman  for  tie  rest  of  your  days.  I  dare  say 
die  widow  could  soon  find  some  other  amorous  youth  to  place 
her  affections  on.  It  matt«rs  not  much  whom  a  woman  lores, 
provided  she  love.  Of  this,  I  'm  certain,  from  seeing  the.  sort 
of  animals  so  many  do  love." 
_  "  Nonsense ;  a  bachelor  talking  of  Iotc,  or  matrimony,  usually 
makes  a  zany  of  himself  It  is  terra  incogtiila  to  you,  my  boy, 
and  the  less  you  say  about  it,  the  better.  You  are  the  only 
hitman  being,  Tom,  I  ever  met  with,  who  has.  not,  some  time  or 
other,  bccH  in  love.  I  really  believe  you  ne»er  knew  what  the 
passion  is." 

"  I  fell  in  love,  early  in  life,  with  a  certain  my  lord  Cofce,  and 
have  remained  true  to  ray  first  attachment.  Besides,  I  saw  I 
had  an  intimate  friend  who  would  do  all  the  marrying  that  was 
tteccsaary  for  two,  or  even  for  three ;  so  I  determined,  from  the 
first,  to  remain  single.  A  man  has  only  to  be  firm,  and  he  may 
set  Cupid  at  defiance.  It  is  not  so  with  women,  I  do  believe;  it 
te  part  of  their  nature  to  love,  else  would  no  woman  admire  yoit, 
aji  your  time  of  life." 

"  I  don  't  know  that — I  am  by  no  means  sure  of  that.  Each 
time  I  had  the  misfortune  to  become  a  widower,  I  was  just  as 
dBt^mined  to  pass  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  refieoting  on  the 
worth  of  her  I  had  lost,  as  yon  can  be  to  remain  a  bachelor ;  bul 
jomehow  or  other,  I  don't  pretend  to  account  for  it,  not  a  year 
pttwed  before  I  ifeave  found  inducements  to  enter  into  new  qd- 
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^agements.  It  is  a  blessed  thing,  is  matiimony,  and  I  am 
resolved  not  to  continue  single  an  hour  longer  tliaii  is  ne* 
Besaary." 

DuDscorah  laughed  out,  at  the  earuext  manner  in  wliioh  hii 
friend  spoke,  though  conversations,  like  this  we  have  been  relat- 
ing, were  of  frequent  occurrence  between  them. 

"  The  same  old  sixpence,  Ned !  A  Benedict  as  a  boy,  a  Bene- 
dict as  a  man,  and  a  Benedict  as  a  dotard " 

"  Dotard  !     My  good  fellow,  let  mc  tell  you " 

"  Poh  I  I  don't  desire  to  hoar  it.  But  as  you  came  on  busi- 
ness connected  with  the  law,  and  that  business  is  aot  a  marriage- 
Bottiement,  what  is  it  ?  Does  old  Kingsborough  maintain  hie 
right  to  the  Harlem  lot?" 

"  No,  he  has  given  the  claim  up,  at  last  My  business,  Tom, 
is  of  a  very  different  nature.  What  are  we  coming  to,  and  what 
is  to  be  the  end  of  it  all !" 

As  the  doctor  tooked  far  more  than  he  expressed,  Dunscomb 
was  struck  with  his  manner.  The  Siamese  twins  scarce  under- 
stand each  other's  impulses  and  wishes  better  than  these  two 
men  comprehended  each  other's  feelings;  and  Tom  saw  at  once 
that  Ned  was  now  very  much  in  earnest. 

"Comiug  to?"  repeated  Ihinscomb.  "Do  you  mean  the 
new  code,  or  the  '  Woman-hold-the-Purse  Law,'  as  I  call  it  f  I 
don't  believe  you  look  far  enough  aLead  to  foresee  all  the  dam- 
nable  conse<iuences  of  an  elective  judiciaiy." 

"  It  is  not  that — this,  or  that — I  do  not  meaii  tt>d«",  onii*tlta- 
tious,  or  pin-money.  What  is  the  counirti  xiniing  to,  Tom  Duuf 
tomb  —  that  ia  the  question,  I  ask." 

"Wei!,  and  has  the  country  nothing  to  do  with  constitutiomy 
eodes,  and  elective  judges?  I  can  tell  youj"  Master  Ned  MeBrun, 
M.  D.,  that  if  the  patient  is  to  be  saved  at  all,  it  must  be  hy 
meaiis  of  the  judiciary,  and  I  do  not  like  the  advice  tliat  has  JQst 
oeen'called  m."  ■  .'  '■' 
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"You  are  a  croaker.  They  tell  me  the  new  jiidgea  are  re* 
Bonably  good." 

" '  Heasonably'  is  an  espresaive  word.  The  new  judges  are 
old  judges,  in  part,  and  in  so  much  they  do  pretty  well,  by 
cJiance.  Some  of  lie  new  judges  are  esc§!lent — but  one  of  the 
very  hest  men  on  the  whole  bench  was  run  agiunst  one  of  the 
iworst  men  who  coul*l  have  been  put  in  his  place.  At  the  nest 
Sieat  I  fear  the  bad  fellow  will  get  the  track.  If  you  do  not 
iincan  what  I  have  meutioneJ,  what  do  you  mean  ?" 

■"I  mean  the  increase  of  crime  —  the  murders,  arsons,  rob- 
beries, and  other  abomiaations  that  seem  to  take  root  among  us, 
like  so  many  exotics  transplaafed  to  a  gonial  soil." 

"'Eiotios'  and  'genial'  be  hanged!  Men  are  alike  every- 
i^ere.  No  one  but  a  fool  ever  supposed  that  a  republic  is  to 
Bttuld,  or  fidl,  by  its  virtue." 

*'  Yet,  the  common  opinion  Lo  that  such  must  be  the  final  test 
ef  our  institutions."  « 

"Jack  has  juat  been  talking  nonsense, on  this  subject,  and 

now  you  must  come  to  aid  him.     But,  what  has  your  business 

with  me,  this  morning,  to  do  with  the  general  depreciation  in 

morals?" 

■ "  A  great  deal,  as  you  will  allow,  when  you  co:ne  to  hear  my 

■  Dr.  McBrain  then  proceeded  forthwith  to  deliver  himself  of 
the  matter  which  weighed  so  heavily  on  his  mind.  He  was  the 
OwDcx  oi  a^mall  place  in  an  adjoining  county,  where  it  was  bia 
e^ifom  to  pass  as  much  time,  during  the  pleasant  months,  as  a 
Tery  extensive  practice  in  town  would  allow.  This  was  not 
Booh,  it  is  true,  though  the  worthy  physician  so  contrived 
niBlters,  th&t  his  visits  to  [Kmbully,  as  the  place  was  eailed,  if 
not  long,  w«re  tolerably  numerous.  A  kind-hearted,  aa  weH  u 
I  reasoilably-affiueut  nlan,  be  never  denied  his  professional  sep- 
rices  to  bis  courilij  neighbours,  who  eagerly  iskod  his  aUriw 
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whenever  there  was  need  of  it.  This  portion  of  the  doetor'e 
practice  flourished  on  two  aceounis, — one  being  hie  known  skill, 
and  the  other  his  known  generosity.  In  a  word,  Dr.  McErain 
never  received  any  compensation  for  his  advice,  from  any  in  the 
immediate  neighbgurhood  of  hia  eountry  residence.  This  ren- 
dered him  exeeedingly  popular;  and  he  might  have  been  sent  to 
Albany,  but  for  a  little  cold  water  that  was  thrown  on  the  pro- 
ject by  a  shrewd  patriot,  who  su^ested  that  while  the  physidan 
was  attending  to  affiiira  of  state,  he  could  uot  be  administering 
to  the  ailings  of  Lis  Timhully  neighbours.  This  may  have 
checked  the  doctor's  advancement,  but  it  did  not  impair  his 
popularity. 

Now,  it  happened  liat  the  bridegroom-espectant  had  been  out 
to  Timbully,  a  distance  of  less  than  fifteen  miles  from  his  house 
in  Bleecker  street,  with  a  view  to  order  matters  for  the  reception 
qf  the  bride,  it  being  the  intention  of  the  couple  tliat  were  soon 
to  be  united  to  pass  a  few  days  there,  immediately  after  tlie  cere- 
mony was  performed.  It  was  while  at  his  place,  attending  to 
this  most  important  duty,  that  an  express  came  from  the  county 
town,  requiring  hia  presence  before  the  coroner,  where  he  waa 
expected  to  give  his  evidence  as  a  medical  man.  It  seems  that  t, 
house  had  been  burned,  and  its  owners,  an  aged  couple,  had 
been  burnt  in  it.  The  remains  of  the  bodies  had  been  found, 
and  an  inquest  waa  about  to  bo  held  on  them.  This  was  pretty 
much  all  that  tlie  mesaeuger  could  tell,  though  he  rather  thought 
that  it  was  siispccted  the  house  had  been  set  on  fire,  and  the  old 
people,  consequently,  murdered. 

As  a  jnatter  of  course.  Dr.  McBrain  obeyed  the  summons.  .  Ji. 
comity  town,  in  America,  is  often  little  more  than  a  hamlet, 
thoiigh  in  New  York  thej  jrc  usually  places  of  some  greater  pre- 
tensions. 'The  slate  has  now- near  a  dozen  incorporated  cities, 
with  their  mayors  and  aldermen,  and  with  one  exception,  we  be- 
hove these  are  all  county  towns.     Then  come  the  incorporated 
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Tillages,  in  which  New  York  la  fast  getting  to  be  rich,  places 
.•ontaiaing  from  one  to  fds  or  seven  thousand  souls,  anJ  which, 
is  a  rulo,  are  steadily  growing  into  respectable  provincial  towns. 
The  largest  of  these  usually  contain  "  the  county  buildings,"  aa 
it  is  the  custom  U>  express  it  But,  in  the  older  counties,  imme- 
diately around  the  great  eommerciai  capital  of  Ihe  entire  republic, 
these  large  villages  do  not  always  exist;  or  when  they  do  esist, 
are  not  sufficiently  central  to  meet  the  transcendental  justice  of 
democratio  equality — a  quality  that  is  sometimes  of  as  eiacticg 
pretension,  as  of  real  imbecility ;  aa  witness  the  remarks  of  Mr 
Dunacombj  in  our  opening  chapter. 

The  cnimty  buildings  of happen  to  stand  in  a  small 

village,  or  what  is  considered  a  small  village,  in  tie  lower  part  of 
the  state.  Aa  the  events  of  this  tale  are  so  recent,  and  the 
localities  ao  familiar  to  many  persons,  we  choose  to  call  this  \il- 
iage  "  Biberpy,"  and  the  county  "  Dukes,"  Such  was  once  the 
name  of  a  New  York  county,  though  the  appellation  has  been 
dropped,  and  this  not  from  any  particular  distaste  for  the  straw- 
berry leaves;  "Kings,"  "  Queens,"  and  "  Duchess"  having  been 
wisely  retained  —  wisely,  as  names  should  be  as  rarely  changed 
as  public  convenience  will  allow. 

Dr.  McBrwn  found  the  village  of  Biberry  in  a  high  state  of 
eseifement;  one,  indeed,  of  so  intense  a  nature  as  to  be  far  Iroia 
favourable  to  the  judicial  enquiry  that  was  then  going  on  in  the 
court-house.  The  old  couple  who  were  the  suflerers  in  this  affiiir 
had  been  much  respected  by  all  who  knew  them ;  he  as  a  common- 
place, well-meaning  man,  of  no  particular  capacity,  and  she  aa 
^  mana^ng,  discreet,  pious  woman,  whosie  greatest  failing  was 
neatness  that  was  carried  somewhat  tao  near  to  ferocity."  Never 
tholess,  Mrs.  Goodwin  »ag,  generally,  even  more  respected  than 
hw  husband,  for  she  had  the  most  mind,  transacted  moat  of  the 
buuness  of  the  femily,  and  was  habitually  kind  and  attentive  to 
every  one  who  cntered,her  dwellinji ;  provided,  always,  that  tiey 
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wiped  their  feet  on  her  mala,  of  whieli  it  was  neceaaacy  t()  puss 
no  less  than  six,  before  the  little  parlour  was  reached,  and  did 
not  spit  on  her  carpet,  or  did  not  want  any  of  her  money.  This 
popularity  added  greatly  to  the  excitement;  men,  and  women 
also,  commonly  feeling  a  stronger  deaire  t«  inveatigate  wrongs 
done  to  those  they  esteem,  than  to  investigate  wrongs  done  t<i 
those  concerning  whom  they  are  indifferent. 

Doctor  McBrain  found  the  charred  remmns  of  this  unfortunate 
couple  laid  on  a  table  in  the  court-house,  the  coroner  in  attend- 
ance, and  a  jury  empanelled.  Much  of  the  evidence  concerning 
^8  discovery  of  the  fire  had  been  gone  through  with,  and  was 
of  a  very  simple  chavacter.  Some  one  who  was  stirring  earlier 
than  common  had  seen  the  house  in  a  bright  blaze,  Lad  given 
the  alarm,  and  had  preceded  the  crowd  from  the  village,  on  the 
road  to  the  burning  dwelling.  The  Goodwins  had  resided  in  a 
neat,  retired  cottage,  at  the  distance  of  near  two  miles  from 
Biberry,  though  in  sight  from  the  village;  and  by  fie  lime  the 
first  man  from  the  latter  reached  the  spot,  the  roof  had  fallen  in, 
and  the  materials  were  mostly  consumed.  A  dozen,  or  more,  of 
the  nearest  neighbours  were  collected  around  the  ruins,  and 
some  articles  of  household  furniture  had  been  saved ;  but,  on  the 
whole,  it  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  sudden  and  destructive 
fires  ever  known  in  that  part  of  the  cqiantry.  When  the  engine 
arrived  from  the  village,  it  played  briskly  on  the  fire,  and  was 
the  means  of  soon  reducing  aU  within  the  outer  walls,  whitJi 
were  of  stone,  to  a  pile  of  blackened  and  smouldering  wood.  It 
was  owing  to  this  circumstance  that  any  portion  of  the  remains 
of  (he  Jate  ownera  of  the  house  had  been  found,  aa  was  dona  in 
the  manner  thus  described,  in  his  testimony,  by  Peter_Bacon,  the 
pereon  who  had  first  given  Ihe  ahirm  in  Biberry, 

"Aa  soon  as  ever  I  seed  it  was  Peter  Cioodwia's  house  that 
Blade  the  light^"  continued  (his  intelligent  witaesa,  in  the  ^orse 
rf.  U»  examination,  —  "X  guv'  the  ahxm,  oaiBtaited  off,  on  tha 
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ran,  to  see  what  I  could  do.  By  the  lime  I  got  to  tl.e  top  of 
Brudler'a  HJU,  I  was  fairly  out  of  breath,  I  can  tell  you,  Mr. 
Coroner  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  and  so  I  was  obliged  to 
pull  up  a  bit.  This  guv'  the  fire  a  -so  much  better  sweep,  and 
when  I  reached  the  spot,  there  was  little  chance  for  doing  much 
good.  We  got  out  a  chest  of  drawers,  and  the  young  woman 
who  boarded  with  the  Goodwins  was  helped  down  out  of  the 
wiodow,  and  most  of  her  clothes,  I  b'lieve,  was  saved,  bo  fiw  as  1 

"Stop,"  interrupted  the  coroner;  "there was  a  young  woman 
in  the  house,  jou  say." 

"Yea;  what  I  ciill  a  young  woman,  or  a  gal  lite;  though 
other  some  calls  her  a  young  woman.  Waal,  slie  was  got  out; 
and  her  clothes  was  got  out ;  but  nobody  could  get  out  the  old 
folks.  As  soon  as  the  ingyne  come  up  we  turned  on  the  water, 
and  that  put  out  the  fire  about  the  quickest.  Arter  that  we  went 
to  diggiu',  and  soon  found  what  folks  call  the  remains,  though 
to  my  notion  there  is  little  enough  on  'em  that  is  left," 

"You  dug  out  the  remains,"  said  the  coroner,  writing;  "in 
what  state  did  you  find  them  V 

"  In  what  I  call  a  pretty  poor  state ;  much  as  you  Bee  'em 
there,  on  the  table," 

"  What  has  become  of  the  young  lady  you  have  mentioned  ?" 
enquired  the  coroner,  who,  as  a  pubhc  functionary,  deemed  it 
prudent  to  put  all  of  the  sex  into  the  same  general  category. 

"  I  can't  tell  you,  'squire ;  I  never  see'd  her  arter  she  was  g(rt 
(rat  of  the  window."  ' 

"Do  yon  mean  that  she  was  the  hired-girl  of  the  family, — or 
had  theoW  lady  no  help?" 

"I  kinder  think^she  was  a  boarder,  like;  one  that  paid  het 
keepin',"  answered  the  witness,  who  was  not  a  person  to  draw 
W»y  nice  distinctions,  as  the  reader  will  have  no  difficu%  ftr 
^onceiying,  from  his  dial«ct     "  Tt  seems  to  me  I  he^'n  txM  of 
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Miother  help  in  the  Goodwin  family  —  a  sorter  Jannan,  or  Irish 

My." 

"  Was  any  Buch  woman  «een  about  the  house  thia  morning, 
vhen  the  ruins  were  searched  ?" 

"Not  as  I'uer.  We  turned  over  the  hrands  and  sticks,  unlil 
we  come  across  the  old  folks;  then  everybody  seemed  to  think 
die  work  waa  pretty  much  done." 

"In  what  state,  or  situation,  were  these  remains  found?" 

"Burnt  to  a  crisp,  just  aa  you  see  'em,  'squire,  aa  I  Nud 
afore  j  a  pretty  poor  state  for  human  beings  to  he  in." 

"  But  where  were  they  lying,  and  were  they  near  each  other  ?" 

"  Close  together.  Their  heads,  if  a  body  can  call  them  black 
lookin'  skulls  heads,  at  all,  almost  touched,  if  they  didn't  quite 
touch,  each  other;  their  feet  lay  further  apart." 

"Do  you  think  you  could  place  the  skeletons  in  the  same 
manner,  aa  respects  each  other,  as  they  were  when  you  first  saw 
them  ?  But  let  me  first  enquire,  if  any  other  person  is  present, 
who  saw  these  remains  before  they  had  been  removed?" 

Several  men,  and  one  or  two  women,  who  were  in  attendance 
to  be  examined,  now  came  forward,  and  stated  that  they  had 
Been  the  remmna  in  the  condition  ia  which  they  had  been  origin- 
ally found.  Selecting  the  moat  intelligent  of  the  party,  after 
qnestioning  them  all  round,  the  coroner  desired  that  the  skeletons 
might  he  laid,  aa  near  as  might  be,  in  the  same  reJative  positions 
as  those  in  which  they  had  been  found.  There  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  among  the  witnesses,  aa  to  several,  of  the  minor  par- 
ticulars, though  all  admitted  that  the  bodies,  or  what  remained 
of  them,  had  been  found  quite  close  together ;  their  Leads  touch 
ing,  and  their  feet  some  Uftle  distance  apart  In  this  manner 
then,  were  the  skeletons  now  disposed ;  the  arrangement  being 
completed  just  as  Dr.  MoBrain  entered  the  court-room.  Tho 
X*oaer  immediately  directed  the  witnesses  to  etuid  aside,  while 
Qie  i^yBoiaii  made  an  ezaminatiou  of  the  maped  bones*     . 
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"This  loots  like  foul  play !"  exclaimed  the  doctor,  almost  as 
soon  as  his  exammation  commenced.  "The  skulls  of  both  these 
persons  have  been  fractured ;  and,  if  this  be .  anything  near  the 
positions  in  which  the  skeletons  were  found,  as  it  would  seem, 
by  the  Eame  blow," 

He  then  pointed  out  to  the  coroner  and  jury,  a  small  frac- 
ture in  the  frontal  bone  of  each  skull,  !ind  so  nearly  in  a  line  as 
to  render  his  conjecture  highly  probable.  This  diacoveiy  gave 
an  entirely  new  colouring  to  the  whole  occurrence,  and  every  one 
present  began  to  speculate  on  the  probability  of  arson  and  mnrder 
being  connected  with  the  unfortunate  affiur.  The  Goodwins 
were  known  to  have  lived  at  thijir  ease,  and  the  good  womaii,  in 
partienlar,  had  the  repntation  of  being  a  little  miserly.  A» 
everything  like  order  vanished  temporarily  from  the  court-room, 
.and  tongues  were  going  in  all  directions,  many  things  were 
related  that  were  really  of  a  suspidous  cbanictcr,  especially  by 
the  Women.  The  coroner  adjourned  the  invratigation  for  -the 
convenience  of  irregular  ■  conversation,  in  order  to  obtain  useftil 
chxes  to  the  succeeding  enquiries. 

"Yon  say  that  old  Mrs.  (Joodwin  had  a  good  deal  of  8pe<ae ?" 
enquired  that  functionary  of  a  certain  Mrs.  Pope,  a  widotc  woman 
who  had  been  free  with  her  communications,  and  who  very  well 
might  know  more  than  the  rest  of  the  neighbours,  from  a  very 
active  propensity  she  had  ever  manifested,  to  look  into  the  afl^ra 
of  all  around  her.  "  Did  I  understand  yoti,  that  you  had  seen 
this  money  yourself."  ' 

"  Tea,  sir;  often  and  often.  She  kept  it  in  a  stocking  of  the 
old  gentleman's,  that  was  nothing  but  dams ;  so  damy,  like,  that 
nobodjr  could  wear  it  Miss  Goodwin  wasn't  a  woman  to  put 
''tahi.^  imyttting  (hat  was  of  use.  A  cinsser  body  wasn't  tO  !m 
'  fttmd,  anywhere  nedrBiberty."  '  . 

''  '"AtJdsome  of  this  mdfey  was  gold,  I  think  I  heai4  yoft  8ay. 
A.  irtoddkgrjTOtfjr  **»  fflled  wiUi  gold  and  sa«r." 
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"The  fijot  was  cramming  full,  when  I  saw  it,  and  ihiit  wnsn't 
three  months  since.  I  can't  say  tJiere  was  any  great  matter  in 
the  leg.  Yes,  there  waa  gold  in  it,  too.  She  showed  me  the 
Btocking  the  last  time  I  eaw  it,  on  purpose  to  ask  me  what  might 
be  the  ya.lie  of  a  piece  of  gold  that  waa  almost  as  big  as  half 
6-dolJar  " 

"  Should  you  know  that  piece  of  gold,  were  jou  to  see  it, 
again  f" 

"That  I  should.  I  didn't  know  ita  nam^  or  its  yalie,  for  .1 
never  seed  so  big  a  piece  afore,  but  I  told  Misa  -Goodwin  I 
thought  it  must  be  ra'al  Caiifomy.  Them's  about  now,  they 
tell  mo,  and  I  hope  poor  folks  will  come  in  for  their  share.  Old 
as  I  am  —  that  h,  not  so  very  old  neither — but  such  as  I  am,  I 
never  had  a  piece  of  gold  in  my  life," 

"You  cannot  tel],  then,  the  name  of  this  particular  coin?" 

"  I  couldn't ;  if  I  was  to  have  it  for  the  telling,  I  couldn't. 
It  wasn't  a  five  dollar  piece;  that  I  know,  for  the  old  lady  had 
u  good  many  of  Uiem,  and  this  was  much  largerj  and  yellower, 
too;  better  gold,  I  conclude." 

The  coipner  was  acousUimcd  to  garrulous,  sight-seeing  femalea-, 
and  knew  how  to  humour  them. 

"Where  did  Mrs.  Goodwin  keep  her  specie?"  he  enquired^ 
"  If  you  saw  her  put  the  stocking  away,  you  mist  kpow  its  usual 
place  of  deposit." 

"In  her  cheat  of  drawers,"  answered  the  woman 'eagerly. 
"  That  very  cheat  of  drawers  which  was  got  out  of  the  house,  aa- 
Bound  as  the  day  it  went  into  it,  and  has  been  breught  down  into 
the  village  for  safe  keeping." 

All  this  was  80,  and  measures  were  taien  to  push  the  investi- 
gation fiirther,  and  in  that  direction.  Three  or  four  young  men, 
willing  volunteers  In  such  a  cause,  brought  the  bureau  into  til* 
oourt-room,  and  ibe  coroner  directed  that  each  of  the  drawers 
■bouJd  be  publicly  opened,  in  the  presence  of  the  jivon.  ■  Tb\ 
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vidow  was  first  sworn,  Jiowever,  and  testified  regularly  to  tiii 
matter  of  the  stookiiig,  the  money,  and  the  place  of  usual  depoal. 

"Ah I  you'll  not  find  it  there,"  observed  Mre.  Pope,  aa  the 
village  cabinet-maker  applied  a  key,  the  wards  of  which  happened 
Eo  fit  those  of  the  locks  in  questioa.  "She  kept  her  money  in 
the  lowest  draw  of  all.  I  've  seen  her  take  the  stocking  out, 
first  and. last,  at  least  a  dozen  times." 

The  lower  draw  was  opened,  accordingly.  It  confained  female 
apparel,  and  a  goodly  store  of  such  articles  as  were  suited  to  the 
wants  of  a  respectable  woman  in  the  fourth  or  fifth  of  the  grada- 
tions into  which  all  society  so  naturally,  and  unavoidably,  divides 
itself.  But  there  was  no  slocking  full  of  dams,  no  silver,  no 
gold,  Mrs.  Pope's  busy  and  nimble  fingers  were  thrust  hastily 
into  an  inner  comer  of  the  drawer,  and'  a  silk  dress  was  uncere- 
moniously opened,  that  having  been  the  precise  receptacle  of  the 
treasure  as  she  had  seen  it  last  bestowed. 

"It's  gone!"  eselaimed  the  woman.  "Somebody  must  have 
taken  it  I" 

A  great  deal  was  now  thought  io  he  established.  The  broken 
skulls,  and  the  missing  money,  went  near  to  estabhsh  a  ease  of 
murder  and  robbery,  in  addition  to  the  high  crime  of  arson, 
Men,  who  had  worn  solemn  and  grave  countenances  all  that 
morning,  now  looked  excited  and  earnest.  The  desire  for  a 
requiting  justice  was  general  and  active,  and  the  dead  became 
doubly  dear,  by  means  of  their  wrongs. 

All  this  time  Dr.  McBrain  had  been  attending,  exclusively,  to 
the  part  of  the  subject  that  most  referred  to  his  own  profeteion. 
Of  tlie  fractures  in  the  two  skulls,  he  was  well  assured,  though 
the  appearance  of  the  remains  was  such-  as  almost  to  bafEe  iaves- 
tigation.  Of  another  important  fact  he  was  less  certain.  While 
all  he  beard  prepared  him  to  meet  with  the  skeletons  of  a  man 
and  hia  wife,  bo  &r  as  he  could  judge,  in  the  imperfect  state  in 
irhioh  they  w^re  laid  be&te  him,  ^le  bones  were  thow  of  two 
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"IHd  yott  know  this  Mr.  Goodwin,  Mr.  Coroner?"  enqtiired 
die  physician,  breaking  into  the  more  regular  examioatioQ  with 
rerj  little  ceremony ;  "  or  was  he  well  known  to  any  bere  T" 

The  coroner  had  no  very  accurate  knowledge  of  the  deceased, 
though  every  one  of  the  jurors  had  been  well  acquainted  with 
him.     Several  had  known  hiin  all  their  lives. 

"  Was  he  a  man  of  ordinary  sine  ?"  asked  the  doctor. 

"  Very  small.  Not  taller  than  his  wjfe,  who  might  be  set 
down  as  quite  a  tall  old  lady." 

It  often  happens  in  Europe,  especially  in  England,  that  the 
man  and  his  wife  are  so  nearly  of  a  height  as  to  leave  very  little 
sensible  difference  in  their  stitures;  but  it  is  a  rare  occurrence 
in  this  country.  lu  America,  the  female  is  usually  dfelicate,  and 
of  a  compariitively  small  frame,  while  the  average  height  of  man 
is  something  beyond  that  of  the  European  standard.  It  was  a 
little-out  of  the  common  way,  therefore,  to  meet  with  a  couple 
EO  nearly  of  a  size,  a^  these  remains  would  make  Goodwin  and 
his  wife  t«  have  been. 

"These  skeletons  are  very  nearly  of  the  same  length,"  re- 
sumed the  doctor,  afler  measuring  them  for  the  fifth  time.  "  The 
man  could  not  have  been  much,  if  any,  taller  than  his  wife." 

"He  was  not,"  answered  a  juror.  "Old  Peter  Goodwin 
Gonid  not  have  been  more  than  five  feet  five,  and  Dorothy  was  all 
of  that,  I  should  think.  When  they  came  to  meeting  together, 
they  looked  much  of  a  muchness." 

Now,  there  is  nothing  on  which  a  prudent  and  regnhu-  phy. 
dcian  is  more  cautious  than  in  committing  himself  on  unknown 
and  uncertain  ground.  He  has  his  theories,  and  hia  stondaid 
of  opinions,  usually  well  settled  in  his  mind,  and  he  is  ever  on 
Ae  alert  to  protect  aud  bolster  them ;  eeidom  making  any  ad- 
migsion  that  may  contravene  either.  He  is  apt  to  denonnoe  &e 
Water  cure,  however  surprimng  may  have  been  its  e&cte;  and 
there  is  commonly  but  one  of  the  "  opathies"  to  whick  he  u  id 
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the  least  disposed  to  defer,  and  that  ia  the  paxticuiur  "opathj" 
on  whieh  he  has  moulded  his  practice.  Ae  for  Dr.  McBrain,  ha 
belonged  strictly  to  the  alapathic  school,  and  might  be  termed 
ftlmost  an  ultra  in  his  adherence  lo  jts  laws,  while  the  number 
of  the  new  schools  that  were  spriugicg  up  around  him,  taught 
hin;  caution,  as  well  as  great  prudence,  in  the  espresaon  of  his 
opinions.  G-ive  hii"  a  patient,  and  he  went  to  work  boldly,  and 
with  the  decision  and  nerve  of  a  physician  accustomed  to  practise 
in  an  exaggerated  climate ;  but  place  him  before  the  public,  as  a 
theoretical  man,  and  he  was  timid  and  wary.  His  friend  Duns- 
eomb  had  observed  this  peculiarity,  thirty  years  before  the  eora- 
menoement  of  our  tale,  and  had  quite  recently  told  him,  "  You 
are;  bold  iti  the  only  thing  in  which  I  am  timid,  Ned,  and  that 
is  in  making  up  to  the  womeu.  If  Mrs.  Updyke  were  a  new- 
fingled  theory,  now,  instead  -of  an  old-fiisbioned  widow,  as  she 
is,  hang  me  if  I  think  you  would  have  ever  had  the  spirit  to 
propose."  This  peculiarity  of  temperament,  and,  perhaps,  we 
might  add  of  character,  rendered  Dr.  JIcBrain,  now,  very  averse 
to  saying,  in  the  face  of  so  much  probability,  and  the  stalementa 
of  so  niany  witnesses,  that  the  mutilated  and  charred  skeletons 
that  lay  on  the  court-house  table  were  those  of  two  females,  and 
not  those  of  a  man  and  his  wife.  It  was  certainly  possible  he 
might  be  mbtaien ;  for  the  conflagration  had  made  sad  work  of 
these  poor  emblems  of  mortality ;  but  science  has  a  clear  eye, 
and  the  doctor  was  a  skilful  and  practised  anatomist.  In  his 
own  mind,  there  were  very  few  doubts  on  the  subject. 

As  Bojn  aa  the  thougktftil  physician  found  time  to  turn  hia 
attention  on  the  countenances  of  those  who  composed  the  crowd 
in  the  court-room,  he  observed  that  ne*riy  aU  eyes  were  beat  on 
tiie  person  of  one  particular  female,  who  sat  apart,  and  vae 
Hemingly  labouring  under  a  shock  of  some  sort  or  other,  that 
matmally  affected  her  nerves.  MoBrais  saw,  at  a  glaaoe,  tl;»t 
ibJB  person  belonged  to  a  olaaa  every  way  superior  to  that  of 
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even  the  Ughcst  of  tliose  who  pressed  around  the  tabic.  Tlie 
bae  was  concealed  in  a.  handkerchief,  but  the  form  was  not  only 
youthful  but  highly  atlractiye.  Snuill,  delicate  haodn  and  feet 
conld  be  seen ;  such  hands  and  feet  as  we  are  all  a-xastomed  to 
see  in  an  American  girl,  who  has  been  delicately  broiig''t.  up. 
Her  dress  was  simple,  and  of  studied  modesty;  bat  there  waa 
an  air  about  that,  which  a  little  surprised  the  kind-hearted  indi- 
ridnial,  who  wna  now  so  closely  observing  her. 

The  doctor  had  little  difficultyHn  learning  from  those  near 
him  that  this  "young  woman,"  so  all  in  the  crowd  styled  ker, 
though  it  waa  their  practice  Ic  term  most  girls,  however  humble 
their  condition,  "  ladies,"  had  been  residing  with  the  Goodwins 
for  a  few  weeks,  in  the  character  of  a  boarder,  as  some  asserted, 
while  others  affirmed  it  was  as  a  friend.  At  all  eyents,  there 
was  a  mystery  about  her;  and  moat  of  the  girls  of  Biberry  had 
called  her  proud,  because  she  did  not  join  in  their  frivolitieH, 
flirtations  and  visits.  It  was  true,  no  one  had  ever  thought  of  ' 
discharging  the  duties  of  social  life  by  calling  on  ker,  or  in 
making  the  advances  usual  to  well-bred  people ;  but  this  makes 
little  difference  where  there  is  a  secret  consciousness  of  inferiority, 
and  of  an  inferiority  that  is  felt,  while  it  is  denied.  Such  things 
are  of  every-day  occurrence,  in  country-life  in  particular,  while 
American  town-life  is  far  from  being  exempt  from  the  weakness. 
In  older  countries,  the  bwe  of  society  are  better  respected. 

It  was  now  plain  that  the  blight  of  suspicion  had  fellen  on 
this  unknown,  and  seemingly  friendless  girl.  If  the  fire  had 
been  communicated  intentionally,  who  so  likely  to  be  guilty  as 
she  f  if  the  money  waa  gone,  who  had  so  many  means  of  securing 
it  as  herself?  These  were  questions  that  passed  from  one  to 
Uother,  until  distrust  gathered  so  much  bead,  that  the  coroner 
deemed  it  expedient  to  adjourn  the  inquest,  while  the  proof 
might  be  collected,  and  offered  in  proper  form. 

Dr.  MoBrain  was,  by  nature,  kind-heart«dj  then  he  oonld  not 
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eaaily  get  over  llat  stubborn  scientific  iact,  of  both  the  skeletons 
having  belonged  to  tenules  It  is  true  thit,  admitting  this  to 
lie  the  ease,  it  threw  Tcry  httle  light  on  the  matter,  and  in  no 
degree  lessened  any  grounds  of  &uipicion  ib^t  might  properly 
rest  on  the  "young  womm",  but  it  scpnrated  him  from  the 
throng,  and  placed  hia  mind  in  a  ^lort  of  middle  condition,  in 
whii-h  he  fintied  it  might  be  prudent,  as  well  as  chiritible,  to 
doubt  Perceiving  that  the  crond  wia  di-per«ng,  though  not 
without  mui-h  animated  diaeiiSsion  in  under  tones,  and  that  the 
Bubjea  of  ill  this  conversation  still  remiined  in  her  oolitary 
joomer,  apparently  unconscious  of  whit  was  going  on,  the  worliy 
doctor  approached  the  immo^ible  %ure,  ind  ppoke 

"You  have  come  here  as  a  witneas,  I  presume,"  he  said,  in  a 
gentle  tone ;  "  if  so,  jour  attendance  just  now  will  no  longer  be 
necessary,  the  coroner  having  adjourned  the  inquest  until  to- 
morrow afternoon." 

At  the  first  sound  of  his  voice,  the  solitary  female  removed  a 
fine  cambric  handkerchief  from  her  face,  and  permitted  her  new 
companion  to  look  upon  it.  We  shall  say  nothing,  here,  touch- 
ing that  countenance  or  any  other  personal  peculiarity,  as  a  suffi- 
ciently minute  description  will  be  given  in  the  nest  chapter, 
through  the  communications  made  by  Dr.  McBrain  to  Duns- 
comb.  Thanking  her  informant  for  his  information,  and  ex- 
changing a  few  brief  sentences  on  the  melanclioly  business  whicb 
h&d  brought  both  there,  the  young  woman  arose,  made  a  slight 
bwt  very  graceful  inclination  of  her  body,  and  withdrew. 

Br.  MeBrain's  purpose  was  Made  up  on  the  spot.  He  saw 
very  plainly  that  a  fierce  current  of  suspicion  was  setting  against 
(Lis  pleasing,  and,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  friendless  young  creature; 
and  he  determined  at  once  to  hasten  buck  to  town,  and  get  hia 
friend  to  go  out  to  Biberry,  without  a  moment's  delay,  that  he 
might  appear  there  that  very  afternoon  in  the  character  of 
douusel  t«  the  heipleBB. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

"  I  Bm  inlbrmcd  thoroughly  of  the  cause. 
Which  IB  the  merchant  here,  snd  which  the  Jew  f" 

Merchant  o/  Venice, 

BtrCH  was  tLo  substance  of  the  coinmunication  tbat  Doctor 
McBraiii  now  made  to  his  friend,  Tom  Dunaeomb.  The  lattci 
had  lialfiocd  with  an  interest  he  did  not  care  to  betray,  and  when 
the  other  was  done  he  gaily  cried — 

"I'll  tell  the  widow  Updjke  of  you,  Ned!" 

"  She  knows  the  whole  story  already,  and  is  very  ansious  lest 
you  should  have  left  town,  to  go  to  the  Rockland  circuit,  where 
flho  has  been  told  you  have  an  inipoi-tant  case  to  try." 

"The  oause  goes  over  on  account  of  the  opposite  counsel's 
being  in  the  court  of  appeals,  AL's  me  I  I  have  no  pleasure  in 
tnanaging  a  cause  since  this  Code  of  Procedure  has  innovated  on 
»II  our  comfort-able  and  venerable  modes  of  doing  business.  1 
believe  I  shall  close  «p  my  affairs,  and  retJre,  as  soon  as  I  can 
bring  all  my  old  cases  to  a  termination." 

"If  you  can  bring  those  old  cases  l<i  a  termination,  you  njll 
be  the  first  lawyer  who  ever  did." 

"Yes,  it  ia  true,  Ned,"  answered  Dunscomb,  coolly  taking  a 
pinch  of  snuff,  "you  doctors  have  the  advantage  of  us,  in  this 
behalf;  your  cases  certainly  do  not  last  for  ever." 

"  Enough  of  this,  Tom  —  you  will  go  to  Biberry,  I  take  it  foi 
B»»nted?" 
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"  Tou  hnve  forgotten  the  fee.  Tinder  the  new  code,  compeUf 
satjon  is  a  matter  of  previous  agreement" 

"  You  shall  have  a  pleasant  excursion,  over  good  roads,  in  tlie 
month  of  May,  in  an  easy  carriage,  and  drawn  by  a  pair  of  oa 
spirited  horses  as  ever  trotted  on  the  Third  Avenne." 

"  The  animals  you  have  just  purchased  in  honour  of  Mm. 
Updyke  that  is  —  Mrs,  McBrain  that  is  to  be — "  touching  tho 
bell,  and  adding  to  the  very  respectable  bJacfc  who  immediately 
answered  the  summons,  "  Tell  Master  Jack  and  Miss  Sarah  I 
wish  to  see  them.  Bo,  Ned,  you  have  let  the  widow  know  all 
about  it,  and  she  does  not  pout  or  look  distrustful — that  ia  a 
good  symptom,  at  least." 

"  I  would  not  marry  a  jealous  woman,  if  I  never  had  a  wife !" 

"Then  you  will  never  marry  at  all.  Why,  Dr.  MeBrain,  it 
iH  in  the  nature  of  woman  to  be  distrustful  —  (o  be  jealous — to 
fancy  things  that  are  merely  figments  of  the  brain." 

"  You  know  nothing  about  them,  and  would  be  wisest  to  be 
silent — but  here  are  the  young  people  already,  to  ask  your 

"SaraJi,  my  dear,"  resumed  the  uncle  in  a  kind  and  afieo- 
tionate  tone  of  voice,  one  that  the  old  bachelor  almost  univer- 
sally held  towards  that  particular  relative,  "  I  must  give  you  a 
little  trouble.  Go  into  my  room,  child,  and  put  up,  in  my  small- 
est travelling  bag,  a  clean  shirt,  a  handkerchief  or  two,  three  or 
four  collars,  and  a  change  all  round,  for  a  short  expedition  into 
the  country." 

•'  Country !     Do  yon  quit  us  to^iay,  sir?" 

"Within  an  hour,  at  latest,"  looking  at  his  watch.  "If  we 
leave  the  door  at  ten,  we  can  reach  Bibeny  before  the  inquest 
Teassemblee.  You  told  those  capital  beasts  of  yoms,  Ned,  to 
come  here?" 

"  I  told  Stephen  to  give  them  a  hint  to  that  efieoL  Yoa  maj 
rely  on  their  pnnctuali^." 
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"  Jack,  you  had  better  be  of  our  party.  I  go  on  some  legal 
ijuuaess  of  Importauce,  and  it  may  be  well  for  you  to  go  along, 
in  order  to  pick  up  an  idea,  or  two.'' 

"And  why  not  Michael  also,  sir?  He  has  as  much  need  of 
ideas  as  I  have  myself." 

A  pretty  general  laugh  succeeded,  though  Sarah,  who  was  just 
quitting  the  room,  did  not  join  in  it.  She  rather  looked  grave, 
ts  well  as  a  little  anxiously  towards  the  last-named  neophyte  of 
the  law. 

"  Shall  we  want  any  books,  sir  ?"  demanded  the  nephew. 

"Why,  yes — we  will  take  the  Code  of  Procedure.  One  can 
no  more  move  without  thai,  just  now,  than  he  can  travel  in  some 
countries  without  a.  passport.  Yea,  put  up  the  code.  Jack,  and 
we  '11  pick  it  to  pieces  as  we  trot  along." 

"  There  is  little  need  of  that,  sir,  if  what  they  say  be  true.  1 
hear,  from  all  quarters,  that  it  is  doing  that  for  itself,  on  a 
galtop." 

"  Shame  on  thee,  lad — I  have  half  a  mind  to  banish  thee  t-o 
Philadelphia!  But  put  up  the  code;  thy  joke  can't  be  worse 
than  that  joke,  As  for  Michael,  he  can  accompany  us  if  he 
;  wish  it;  hut  you  must  both  beready  by  ten.  At  ten,  precirely, 
we  quit  my  door,  in  tho  chariot  of  Phiebua,  eh,  Nedf" 

"Call  it  what  you  please,  so  you  do  but  go.  Be  active,  young 
gentlemen,  for  we  have  no  time  to  throw  away.  The  jury  meet 
agWQ  at  two,  and  we  have  several  hours  of  road  before  ub.  1 
will  run  round  and  look  at  my  slate,  and  be  here  by  the  time 
you  are  ready. 

On  this  suggestion  everybody  was  set  in  active  motion.  John 
went  for  hia  books,  and  to  fill  a  small  rubber  bag  for  himself; 
Michael  did  the  same,  and  Sarah  was  busy  in  her  uncle's  room. 
As  for  Dunscomb,  he  made  the  necessary  disposition  of  »hm 
Capers,  wrote  two  or  three  notes,  and  held  himself  at  the  oom- 
<iwid  of  his  fiiend.     This  afi^r  was  just  &»  sort  of  ^ofba^oiui 
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business  in  whicL  he  liked  to  be  engaged.  Not  that  he  had  any 
^mpathy  with  crime,  for  he  was  stvongly  averse  to  all  commu- 
nion with  rogues;  but  it  appeared  to  him,  by  the  rcpreaentationa 
of  the  doctor,  to  be  a  mission  of  mercj.  A  solitary,  young,  un- 
friended female,  accused,  or  suspected,  of  a  most  heinous  crime, 
and  looking  around  for  a  protector  and  an  adviser,  was  au  object 
too  intereBting  for  a  man  of  his  temperament  to  overlook,  under 
the  appeal  that  had  been  made.  Still  he  was  not  the  dupe  of  hiB 
feelings.  All  his  coolness,  sagacity,  knowledge  of  human  nature, 
and  profea^ona!  attainments,  were  just  as  active  in  him  as  they 
ever  had  been  in  his  life.  Two  things  he  understood  weil :  tba( 
we  are  much  too  often  deceived  by  outward  signs,  mistaking 
character  by  means  of  a  fair  esterior,  and  studied  words,  and 
that  neither  youth,  beauty,  ses,  nor  personal  graces  were  infalli- 
ble preventives  of  the  worst  offences,  on  the  one  hand ;  and  that, 
on  the  other,  men  nurture  distrust,  and  snapicion,  often,  until  it 
grows  too  large  to  be  concealed,  by  means  of  their  own  propensity 
to  feed  the  imagination  and  to  exaggerate.  Against  these  two 
weaknesses  he  waa  now  resolved  to  arm  himself;  and  when  the 
whole  party  drove  from  the  door,  our  counsellor  was  as  clear- 
headed and  impartial,  according  to  his  own  notion  of  the  matter, 
as  if  he  were  a  judge. 

By  this  time  the  young  men  had  obtained  a  general  notion  of 
.the  business  they  were  on,  and  the  very  first  subject  that  waa 
started,  on  quitting  the  door,  was  in  a  question  put  by  John 
Wilmeter,  in  continuation  of  a  discussion  that  had  been  com- 
menced between  himself  and  his  friend. 

"  Mike  and  I  have  a  little  difference  of  opinion,  on  a  poin 
connected  with  this  matter,  which  I  could  wish  you  to  settle  foi 
t»,  as  an  arbiter.  On  the  supposition  (hat  you  find  reason  to 
believe  that  this  young  woman  has  really  committed  these  boi' 
MAe  Crimea,  what  would  be  your  duty  in  the  ease — to  continue 
(»  ^^&tid  hOT,  and.  adviae  ber,  and  use  yoor  experience  vod 
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talents  in  order  ta  shield  her  agaitiBt  the  penalties  of  the  law,  or 
to  abandon  her  at  oncef" 

"  In  plain  English,  Jack,  you  and  your  brother  student  wish 
to  know  whether  I  am  to  act  as  a  palladium,  or  as  a  runagate,  in 
this  affMr.  Aa  neophytes  in  your  craft,  it  may  be  well  to  sug- 
gest to  you,  in  the  first  place,  that  I  ha,ve  not  yet  been  fee'd.  1 
never  knew  3  lawyer's  conscience  trouble  him  about  questions  in 
casuistry,  until  he  had  received  something  down." 

"  But  you  can  suppose  that  something  paid,  in  this  case,  air, 
and  then  answer  our  question." 

"This  is  just  the  case  in  which  I  can  suppose  nothing \)f  the 
Bort.  Had  McBrain  given  me  to  understand  I  was  to  meet  a 
chent,  with  a  well-lined  purse,  who  was  accused  of  arson  and 
murder,  I  would  have  seen  Lim  married  to  two  women,  at  the 
Bame  time,  before  I  would  have  budged.  It'a  the  want  of  a  fee 
that  takes  me  out  of  town,  thia  morning." 

"  And  the  same  want,  I  trust,  sir,  will  stimulate  you  to  solve 
our  dif&culty." 

The  uncle  laughed,  and  nodded  his  head,  much  as  if  he  would 
say,  "  Pretty  well  for  you  ;"  then  he  gave  a  thought  to  the  point 
in  professional  etliica  that  had  started  up  between  hb  two 
students. 

"  This  is  a  very  old  qneation  with  the  profesaon,  gentlemen," 
Dunseomb  answered,  a  little  more  gravely.  "  You  will  &id 
nien  who  mmntain  that  the  lawyer  has,  morally,  a  right  to  do 
whatever  his  client  would  do ;  that  he  puta  himself  in  the  place 
of  the  man  he  defends,  and  is  expected  to  do  everything  pre- 
eiscly  as  if  he  were  the  accused  party  himself.  I  rather  think 
that  some  vague  notion,  quite  as  loose  as  this,  prevwls  pretty 
generally' among  what  one  may  call  the  minor  moralists  of  A« 
ilfofession." 

"I  confess,  sir,  that  I  have  been  given  to  trnderatsiid  that 
i  ■»!»«  such  mle  ougkt  i»  govern  onr  oondoot,"  said^iobMl  Mit 
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lington,  who  had  been  in  DunBcomb's  office  only  for  the  last  sis 
months. 

"  Then  you  have  been  very  looaely  and  badly  instructed  in  the 
duties  of  an  advooate,  Mr.  Michael.  A  more  pernicious  doctrine 
was  never  broached,  or  one  better  suited  to  make  men  scoundrels. 
Let  3  young  man  begin  practice  with  such  notions,  and  two  or 
three  thieves  for  clients  will  prepare  him  to  commit  petit  larceny, 
Rnd  a  ease  or  two  of  perjury  would  render  him  an  escuisile  a( 
an  affidavit.  No,  ray  boys,  here  is  your  rule  in  this  matter; 
an  advocate  has  a  right  to  do  whatever  his  client  has  a  right  to 
do — hot  what  his  ehent  would  do." 

"  Surely,  sir,  an  advocate  is  justified  in  telling  his  client  to 
plead  not  guil^,  though  guilty;  and  in  aiding  him  to  persuade 
a  jury  to  acquit  him,  though  satisfied  himself  he  ought  to  bs 
convicted !" 

"  Ton  have  got  hold  of  the  great  point  in  the  case,  Jack,  and 
one  on  which  something  may  be  said  on  both  sides.  The  law  'a 
BO  indulgent,  as  to  permit  an  accused  who  has  formally  pleaded 
'gnilty,'  thus  malting  a  distinct  admission  of  his  crime,  to  with- 
draw that  plea,  and  put  in  another  of  'not  guilty.'  Now,  had 
the  aame  person  made  a  similar  admission  mit  of  court,  and  under 
circumstances  that  put  threats  or  promises  out  of  the  question, 
the  law  wgald  have  accepted  Ihal  admission  as  the  best  possible 
evidence  of  his  guilt.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  an  under- 
standing existsj  to  which  the  justice  of  the  country  is  a  party, 
that  a  man,  though  guilty,  shall  get  himself  out  of  the  scrape,  if 
he  can  do  so  by  legal  means.  No  more  importance  is  attached 
to  the  'not  guilty,'  than  to  the  'not  at  "home'  to  a  visitor;  it 
being  underetood,  by  general  convention,  that  neither  means  any- 
Aing.  Some  persons  are  so  squeamish,  as  to  cause  their  ier- 
rants  to  say  'they  are  engaged,'  hy  way  of  not  telling  a  lie; 
Int^  lie  coDNBtfl  in  the  int«ntioDi^  deception,  and  '  ^ot  in'  and 
<aot  gmlty'  mean  no  more,  in  tiae  one  oaise,  tlun  'yon  oaa'twe 
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my  master,'  and  id  the  other,  than  '  1  '11  run  the  cbaooes  of  a 

"  After  all,  air,  this  is  going  pretty  near  the  wiud,  in  the  way 
of  moraJs," 

"  It  certainly  is.  The  Christian  man  who  has  committed  a, 
crime,  ought  not  to  attempt  to  deny  it  to  his  country,  as  he  cer- 
tainly cannot  fo  his  God.  Yet,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nino 
in  a  thousand  of  the  moat  strait-laced  Christians  in  the  con> 
munity  would  so  deny  their  guilt,  if  arraigned.  We  must  not 
tax  poor  human  nature  too  heavily,  though  I  think  the  common 
law  contwns  many  tliiiigs,  eri^nating  in  a  jealousy  of  hereditary 
power,  that  it  is  great  folly  for  us  to  preserve.  But,  while  we 
sire  thus  settling  principles,  we  forget  facts.  Tou  have  told  m& 
nothing  of  your  client,  Ned." 

"  What  would  you  wish  to  know  ?" 

"  You  called  her  young,  I  remember ;  what  may  be  her  pre- 
cise age  ?" 

"  That  is  more  than  I  know ;  somewhere  between  Mxteen  and 
fiye-and-twenty." 

"  Fire-and-twenty  1     Is  she  as  old  as  that  f " 

"  I  rather  think  not ;  but  I  have  been  thinking  much  of  her 
Ihis  morning,  and  I  really  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  another 
human  being  who  is  bo  difficult  to  describe." 

"She  has  eyes,  of  course?" 

"  Two — and  very  expressive  tEey  are ;  though,  sworn,  I  could. 
uot  tell  their  colour." 

"And  hair?" 

"In  very  great  profusion;  so  much  of  it,  and  so  very  fine  and 
shining,  that  it  was  the  first  thing  about  her  person  which  I  ob- 
served.    But  I  have  not  the  least  notion  of  its  colour." 

"Was  it  red?" 

"  No ;  nor  yellow,  nor  golden,  nor  black,  nor  Ih^)wi],— «nd'  J* 
ft  littb  of  all  blended  together,  I  should  say,"      -m. 


t>y  Google 


" Ned,  I  '11  tell  the  Widow  Updylie  of  thee,  ihou  rogue !" 

"  Tel]  lier,  and  welcome.  She  has  asked  me  all  these  queatiiina 
herself,  this  very  momiug." 

"  Oh,  she  has,  has  she  ?  tJrapb  !  Woman  never  changes  her 
nature.  You  cannot  say  anything  about  the  eyes,  heyondfhe 
fiict  of  their  being  very  expressive?" 

"And  pleasing;  more  than  that,  even — engaging;  winning,  is 
s  better  term." 

"Ned;  you  dog,  you  have  never  (old  the  widow  one-half!" 

"  Every  syllable,  T  even  went  farther,  and  declared  I  had 
never  beheld  a  countenance  that,  in  so  short  an  interview,  made 
so  deep  an  impression  on  me.  If  I  were  not  to  see  this  young 
woman  again,  I  should  never  forget  the  expression  of  her  face — 
so  spirited,  so  sad,  so  gentle,  so  feminine,  and  so  very  intelligent. 
It  seemed  to  me  to  be  what  I  should  call  an  illuminated  coun- 
tenance." 

"  Handsome  V 

"  Not  umisualiy  so,  among  our  sweet  American  girls,  except 
through  the  expression.  That  was  really  wonderful ;  "though, 
you  will  remember,  I  saw  her  under  very  peculiar  circum- 
stances." 

"Oh,  exceedingly  peculiar.  Dear  old  soul;  what  a  thump  she 
has  given  himi  How  were  her  mouti  and  her  teeth? — com- 
plexion, stature,  figure,  and  smile?" 

"  I  can  tell  you  little  of  all  these.  Her  teeth  are  fine;  for  she 
gave  me  a  faint  smile,  such  as  a  My  is  apt  to  give  a  man  in 
quitting  him,  and  I  saw  just  enough  of  the  teeth  to  know  that  I 
they  are  exceedingly  fine.  You  smile,  young  gentlemen ;  but  yov 
may  have  a  rwe  for  \our  hearts,  in  good  truth;  for  if  this  strange  , 
girl  mteresfa  either  of  you  one-half  as  much  as  she  has  interested 
me,  she  will  be  either  Mrs.  John  Wilmeter,  or  Mrs  Michael 
MUliDgton,  within  a  twelvemonth." 

Michael  looked  very  sure  that  she  would  never  fill  the  Inil  ' 
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Mtuation,  which  waa  already  bespoke  for  Miss  SaraL  WilmeWr ; 
nJid  as  for  Jack,  he  kughed  outright 

"  We  '11  tell  Mrs.  Updjke  of  him,  when  we  get  back,  and  brciik 
off  that  affair,  at  least,"  cried  the  uncle,  winking  at  the  nephew, 
but  in  a  way  his  fiiend  should  see  him ;  "  then  there  will  be  (iiie 
marriage  the  less  in  the  world." 

"But  is  she  a  lady,  doctor?"  demanded  John,  after  a  shoit 
pause.  "  My  wife  must  have  some  tiitling  elaima  in  that  way,  I 
can  assure  you." 

"As  for  family,  education,  assooiatioa  and  fortune,  I  cao  say 
notiiing, — I  know  notlnng.  Yet  will  I  take  upon  myself  to 
say  she  is  a  lady,  —  and  that,  in  the  strict  signification  of  Oie 
term." 

"  You  are  not  serious  now,  Ned !"  exclaimed  the  counsellor, 
i|uickly.  "  Not  a  bong  Jide,  ss,  some  of  our  gentlemen  have  it  'I 
V'ou  cannot  mean  exactly  what  you  say." 

"  I  do,  though ;  and  that  literally." 

"  And  she  suspected  of  arson  and  murder  I  Where  are  her 
eonnections  and  friends,  —  those  wiio  made  her  a  lady  ?  Why 
is  she  there  alone,  and,  as  you  say,  unfriended?" 

"So  it  seemed  to  me.  You  might  as  well  ask  me  why  sho 
is  there,  at  all.  I  know  nofJiing  of  all  this.  I  heard  plenty 
of  reasons  in  the  street,  why  she  ought  to  be  distrusted,  —  naj, 
convicted;  for  tie  fueling  against  her  had  got  to  be  intense,  bu; 
fore  I  left  Biberry;  but  no  one  could  tell  me  whence  she  came, 
or  why  she  was  there." 

"Did  you  learn  her  name?" 

"  Yes ;  that  was  in  every  luoutb,  and  I  could  not  help  hearing 
It.  She  was  called  Mary  Monson  by  the  people  of  Biberry — 
Lat  I  much  doubt  if  that  be  her  real  name." 

"  So,  your  angel  in  disguise  will  have  fe  be  tried  under  nii 
'  alias  1'  That  is  not  much  in  her  favour,  Ned.  I  shall  aek  no 
more  ijuostiona,  but  wait  patiently  to  see  and  judga  for  myself." 
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I'he  young  men  put  a  few  more  intCTrogatories,  which  were 
civilly  answered,  and  then  the  subject  was  dropped.  Well  it  has 
been  said  tiat  "God  made  the  counlry;  man  made  the  town." 
No  <ine  feels  this  more  than  he  who  has  been  sliut  up  between 
walls  of  briek  and  stono  for  many  months,  on  hi?  firijt  ese  ipe  info 
the  open,  unfettered  fields  and  windmg  pkasant  roiula  Thtis 
was  it  now  with  Dun&c  mb  He  had  nit  been  out  of  town 
since  the  prerious  summir  and  great  b  is  his  delight  at  smelLng 
the  fragrante  of  the  or(,hards,  and  feasting  hi->  eyes  on  their 
beauties.  All  the  other  chaims  of  the  (^^aaon  canie  in  aid  of 
these,  and  when  the  eamage  dr  Jic  into  the  long,  broad,  and  we 
might  almost  say  single  street  of  Biberrj,  Donaeomb  in  particu 
lar  was  in  a  most  tranquil  and  pleisant  stat«  of  mmd  He  bad 
come  out  to  assist  a  friendless  wjman  <,h(,erfully  and  without  a 
thought  of  the  sacrifice  cither  as  to  time  oi  mont>  though  in 
reflecting  on  aU  the  circurasfancea  he  begin  to  bjic  bn  doublJJ 
of  the  wisdom  of  the  step  he  hid  taken  Neiertheless  he  pre 
served  his  native  calmness  of  manner,  and  eoolness  of  head. 

Biberry  was  found  to  be  in  a  state  of  high  CKcitement.  There 
were  at  least  a  dozen  physicians  collected  there,  all  from  the 
county,  and  five  or  six  reporters  had  come  from  town.  Rumours 
of  all  sorts  were  afloat,  and  Mary  Monson  waa  a  name  in  every 
person's  mouth.  She  had  not  been  arrested,  however,  it  having 
been  deemed  premature  for  that;  but  she  was  vigilantly  watched, 
and  two  large  trunks  of  which  she  was  the  mistress,  as  well  as 
an  oilskin  .covered  box  of  some  sbe,  if  not  absolutely  seized,  were 
BO  placed  that  their  owner  bad  no  access  to  them.  This  state  of 
things,  however,  did  not  seem  to  give  the  suspected  giil  nnj 
uneasiness;  she  was  content  with  what  a  cjirpet-bag  contained, 
and  with  which  she  said  she  was  comfortable.  It  wai  a  question 
with  the  wiseacres  whether  she  knew  that  she  was  suspected  oi 
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bavH  goiie  at  oue^'  to  the  bouse  in  whieli  Mary  Monaou  was  now 
lodged,  but  he  profcrred  adopting  a  different  course.  He  thought 
it  the  moat  prudent  to  be  a  looker-on,  until  after  the  nest  exami- 
nation, which  waa  now  close  at  band,  Waiy  by  long  habit,  aud 
eool  by  temperameut,  he  waa  disposed  to  observe  the  atate  pf 
things  before  he  committed  himself.  The  presence  of  the  re- 
portcis  annoyed  himj  not  that  he  stood  in  any  dread  of  Uie  low 
tyranny  tliat  is  so  apt  to  characterize  this  class  of  men,  for  no 
member  of  the  bar  bad  held  them,  and  tlie  puny  efforts  of  many 
among  them  to  build  up  aud  take  away  professional  clianicter,  jii 
greater  contempt  than  he  had  done ;  but  he  disliked  to  have  his 
name  mixed  up  with  a  cause  of  this  magnitude,  unless  he  bad 
made  up  his  miud  to  go  through  with  it.  In  this  temper,  then, 
no  uommuniuatiou  was  held  with  Mary  Monaon,  until  tJjey  met, 
at  the  iiour  appointed  for  the  inqueat,  in  the  court-house. 

The  room  wan  crowded,  at  least  twice  aa  many  having  coilected 
on  this  occasion  us  Lid  got  together  on  the  sudden  call  of  thu 
previous  csamiuatiuu.  Dunscomb  observed  that  the  corouci 
looked  grave,  like  a  man  who  felt  he  had  important  business  on 
his  hands,  while  a  stern  expectation  waa  the  expression  common 
to  nearly  all  the  others  present.  He  was  anutter  stranger,  buii- 
Bclf,  evs'j  by  sight,  to  every  being  present,  his  own  party  and 
two  or  three  of  the  reporters  excepted.  These  last  no  sooner 
observed  him,  however,  than  out  came  their  little  note-books,  and 
the  gold  pens  were  at  work,  scribbling  something.  It  was  pro- 
bably a  sentence  to  say,  "  we  observed  among  the  crowd  Thomaa 
Dunscomb,  Esquire,  the  well-known  counsel  from  the  city  ;"  but 
iHinaconib  cared  very  little  for  such  vulgarisms,  and  coutinuod 
paMive. 

As  soon  as  the  inquest  was  organized,  the  coroner  directed  « 
pbyaieian  of  the  neigbhourhood  to-be  put  on  the  stand.  It  had 
gone  forth  that  a  "  city  doctor"  had  intimated  that  neither  of  the 
skeletons  waa  that  of  Peter  Goodwin,  and  thn«  was  a  oowmon 
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wish  to  confront  him  with  a  high  country  authority.  It  was 
while  the  medical  man  now  in  request  waa  sent  for,  that  McBrain 
pointed  out  t^i  Dunsconib  the  person  of  Mary  Monson.  Sbe  sat 
in  a  comer  different  from  that  she  had  qccupied  the  day  before, 
SBemmgly  for  the  oime  purpose,  or  that  of  being  alone  Alone 
she  was  not,  sfnotlj,  howeter;  a  respectable-looking  female,  of 
Jiiiddle  1^0,  being  at  her  si^e.  This  was  a  Mrs,  Jones,  the  wife 
b£  a  clergyman,  who  had  charitably  offered  the  suspect«d  young 
etraagtr  a  home  under  her  own  roof,  pending  the  investigation. 
tt  was  thought,  generally,  that  Mary  Monson  had  but  very  Tague 
notions  of  the  distrust  that  rested  on  her,  it  being  a  part  of  the 
plan  of  those  who  were  esereising  all  their  wits  to  detect  the 
criminal,  that  she  was  first  to  learn  this  fact  in  open  court,  and 
under  circumstances  likely  to  elicit  some  proofs  of  guilt.  Whea 
Duusuomb  learned  this  artifice,  he  saw  how  ungeuerous  and  un- 
manly it  was,  re:uiily  imagined  a  dozen  signs  of  weakness  that  a 
female  might  eshjbit  in  such  a  strait,  that  had  no  real  connection 
with  crime,  and  felt  a  strong  disposition  to  seek  an  interview,  and 
put  the  suspected  party  on  her  guard.  It  was  too  late  for  this, 
however,  just  then  j  and  he  contented  himself,  for  the  moment, 
with  studying  such  signs  of  character  and  consciousness  as  his 
native  sagacity  and  long  esperience  enabled  him  to  detect. 

Although  nothing  eould  be  more  simple  or  unpretending  than 
Ihc  attire  of  Mary  Monson,  it  was  clearly  that  of  a  lady.  Every- 
thing about  her  denoted  that  station,  or  origin ;  though  everything 
about  her,  as  Dunscomb  fancied,  also  denoted  a  desire  to  bring 
"herself  down,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  the  level  of  those  around 
her,  most  probably  that  she  might  not  attract  particular  attention 
Oar  lawyer  did  not  exactly  like  this  slight  proof  of  management, 
and  wished  it  were  not  so  apparent.  He  could  sec  the  hands, 
feet,  Ggure,  hair,  and  general  air  of  the  female  ho  was  so  strangely 
tailed  on  to  make  the  subject  of  iiis  investigations,  but  he  could  i 
Dot  ^at  etiti  hei  face.     The  last  wm  ag^u  covered  with  a  cambrio 
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handkeifilibf,  tlia  liiiud  wLiub  lield  it  being  uiiglovod.  It  waa  a 
pretty  little  American  band ;  white,  well-proportioued,  and  deU- 
eate.  It  was  clear,  that  ueitlier  its  proportiona  aor  its  colour  had 
been  changed  by  uses  unauited  to  its  owner's  sex  or  jeare.  But 
it  had  no  ring,  in  this  age  of  be-jewelled  fingers.  It  was  the  left 
baud,  moreover,  and  the  fou.rth  finger,  like  all  the  rest,  had  no 
uraainent,  or  sign  of  ma,trimoQy.  _He  inferred  from  this,  that  the 
Bti'uuger  was  unmarried ;  one  of  the  last  things  that  a  wife  usually 
laya  aside  being  her  wedding-ring.  The  foot  corresponded  with 
the  hand,  and  was  decidedly  the  smallest,  best-formed,  and  best, 
decorated  foot  In  Eiberry.  John  Wilmeter  thought  it  the 
prettiest  ho  had  ever  seen.  It  waa  not  studiously  exhibited, 
however,  but  rusted  naturally  and  gracefully  in  its  proper  place. 
The  figure  generally,  so  far  as  a  capacious  shawl  would  allow  of 
its  being  seen,  wis  pleasing,  graceful,  and  a  iittle  remarkable  for 
accuracy  of  proportions,  as  well  as  of  attire. 

Once  or  twice  Mrs.  Jones  spoke  to  her  compamon ;  and  it  was 
when  answering  some  question  thus  put,  that  Dnnaeomb  first  got 
H  glimpse  of  his  intended  client's  face.  The  handkerchief  was 
partly  removed,  and  remmned  so  long  enough  to  enable  him  to 
make  a  few  brief  observations.  It  was  then  tliat  ho  felt  the  per- 
fect justice  of  his  friend's  description.  It  waa  an  indescribable 
countenance,  in  all  things  but  its  effect ;  which  waa  quite  as 
marked  on  the  lawyer,  as  it  had  been  on  the  physician.  But  the 
arrival  of  Dr.  Coe  put  an  end  to  theac  observations,  and  drew  all 
eyes  on  that  individual,  who  waa  immediately  sworn.  The  cus- 
tomary preliminary  questions  were  put  to  this  witness,  respecting 
tis  profes^ou,  iength  of  practice,  residence,  &c.,  when  the  examt 
nation  turned  more  on  the  matter  immediately  under  investigatioii 

"  You  see  those  objecta  on  th*  table,  doctor  ?"  aaid  the  cotOoer. 
"  What  do  you  say  thej  are  F" 

"Oasa  hmnimim^  human  bones,  much  defaced  and  charred 
by  heat "  ,  " 
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'■  I>o  y<m  find  any  proof  iibnut  Ihem  of  vinlence  comuiittecl, 
beyond  the  daniago  done  by  fire  f" 

"  Certiinly.  There  is  the  ns  frtmlis  of  each  li'actared  by^  a 
blow;  a  coiumnn  blow,  as  I  should  judge." 

"  Wliat  do  you  mean,  sir,  by  a  common  blow  ?  An  accidental, 
or  an  intentional  blow?" 

"  By  ciimmon  blow,  I  mean  that  one  blow  did  the  damage  to 
both  crattys," 

"Cranyf  —  how  do  you  spell  that  word,  doctor?  Common 
folks  get  put  out  by  foreign  tongues." 

"  Cranys,  in  the  plural,  sir.  We  aay  cranium,  for  one  akuli,  imd 
crany,  for  two." 

"  I  wonder  what  he  would  say  for  numskull  ?"  whispered  John 
to  Michael. 

"  Yes,  sir;  I  understand  you,  now.  I  trust  the  reporters  will 
get  it  right," 

"  Oh  !  they  never  make  any  mistakes,  especially  in  legal  pro- 
ceedings," quietly  remarkfyi  Mr.  Dunscomb  to  the  doctor.  "  tn 
mattera  of  law  and  the  constitution,  liey  are  of  proof!  Talk  of 
letters  on  the  constitution  !  What  are  equal  to  those  that  come 
to  us,  kibemally,  as  one  may  aay,  from  Washiugton  ?" 

"  Hibernially  would  be  the  better  word,"  anawered  McBrain, 
in  the  same  under  tone. . 

"You  ought  tfl  know;  your  grandfather  was  an  Irishman, 
Ned.     But  listen  to  this  examination." 

"  And  now.  Dr.  Coe,  have  the  goodness  to  look  at  these  skele- 
tons," resumed  the  coroner,  "and  tell  us  whether  they  belong  to 
nan,  woman,  or  child.  Whether  they  are  the  remains  of  adults, 
or  of  children." 

"  Of  adults,  certiunly.  On  that  point,  sir,  I  eonceire  there  can 
be  no  doubt." 

"And  as  to  the  sex?" 

^  I  should  think  that  is  equally  cl&tt.     I  have  no  donbt  that 
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s  of  Peter  Goodwin,  and  tlie  other  tbose  of 
hia  wife.  Science  can  distinguish  between  the  aeses,  in  ordinary 
cases,  I  allow  j  but  this  is  a  case  in  which  science  is  at  fault,  for 
waut  of  fdcts;  and  taJiisg  all  the  known  circumEtaiices  into  coQ- 
wderation,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  according  to  mj 
best  judgment,  ttose  are  the  reibains  of  tic  missing  man  and 
Woman  —  man  and  wife." 

"  Am  I  to  understand  that  jou  recognize  the  particular  skele- 
tons by  any  outward,  visible  proofs  ?" 

"Yes;  there  is  the  stature.  Both  of  the  deceased  were  well 
known  to  me ;  and  I  should  say,  that  making  the  usual  allowance 
for  tie  absence  of  the  musctdi,  the  pellis,  and  other  known  sub- 
Btonees 

''Doctor,  would  it  be  just  aa  agreeable  to  jou  to  use  the  com- 
mon dialect  ?"  demanded  a  shrewd-looking  farmer,  one  of  the 
jury,  who  appeared  equally  amused  and  vexed  at  this  display  (rf 
learning. 

"  Certwnly,  sir — certwniy,  Mr.  Blore ;  musculi  means  musclea, 
and  pellis  is  the  skin.  Abstract  the  muscles  and  skin,  and  tju> 
other  intermediate  substances,  from  the  bones,  and  the  apparent 
Btature  would  be  reduced,  as  a  matter  of  eourae.  Making  those 
allowances,  I  see  in  those  skeletons  the  remains  of  Peter  and 
Dorothy  Goodwin.    Of  the  fact,  I  entertain  no  manner  of  doubt." 

As  Dr.  Coe  was  very  sincere  in  what  he  said,  he  expressed 
himself  somewhat  earnestly.  A  great  many  eyes  were  turned 
triumphantly  towards  the  stranger  who  had  presumed  to  intimate 
that  the  bones  of  both  the  remains  were  those  of  women,  when 
everybody  in  and  about  Biberry  knew  Peter  Goodwin  bo  well, 
and  knew  that  his  wife,  if  anything,  was  the  taller  of  the  two. 
No  one  in  all  that  crowd  doubted  its  to  the  fact,  except  McBrMn 
Rnd  hia  friend ;  and  the  last  doubted  altogether  on  the  faith  of 
(he  doctor's  science.  He  had  never  known  him  mistaken,  though 
BJleoesunioed  in  coiut,  and  was  swaie  that,  the  bar  oornddared 


,dt>y  Google 


him  one  of  the  safest  and  surest  witnesses  thej  oould  employ  in 
ail  cases  of  controverted  facta. 

Dr.  Coe's  esaminalion  proceeded. 

"  HaTe  jou  a  dirett  knowledge  of  any  of  .the  circumstances 
connected  with  this  fire  ?"  demanded  Ihe  coroner. 

"A  little,  perhaps.  I  was  eaOed  to  visit  a  patient  ahout  mid- 
night, and  mas  obliged  to  pass  directly  before  the  door  of  Good 
win's  house.  The  jury  knows  that  it  stood  on  a  retired  road,  and 
that  one  would  not  be  likely  to  meet  with  any  person  travelling 
it,  so  early  in  tlie  morning.  I  did  pass,  however,  two  men,  who 
were  walking  very  last,  and  in  the  direction  of  Goodwin's.  I 
could  not  see  their  faces,  nor  did  I  know  them  by  their  figures 
and  movements.  As  I  ace  everybody,  and  know  almost  every- 
body, hereabouts,  I  concluded  fiey  were  strangers.  About  four, 
I  was  on  my  return  along  the  same  road,  and  as  my  sulky  rose 
to  the  top  of  Windy  Hill,  I  got  a  view  of  Goodwin's  houBe.\ 
The  flames  were  just  streaming  out  of  the  east  end  of  the  roof, 
and  the  little  wing  on  that  end  of  the  building,  in  which  the  old 
folks  slept,  was  in  a  bright  blaze.  The  other  end  was  not  much 
injured ;  and  I  saw  at  an  upper  window  the  figure  of  a  female — 
she  resembled,  as  well  as  I  oould  judge  by  that  light,  and  at  that 
distance,  the  young  lady  now  present,  and  who  is  said  (o  have 
occupied  the  chamber  under  the  roof,  in  the  old  house,  for  some 
time  past;  though  I  can't  say  I  have  ever  seen  her  there,  imlesa 
I  saw  her  then,  under  the  circumstances  mentioned.  The  old 
people  eould  not  have  been  as  aOing  this  spring  as  was  common 
with  them,  as  I  do  not  remember  to  have  been  stopped  by  them 
once.  They  never  were  in  the  habit  of  sending  for  the  doctor, 
but  seldom  let  me  go  past  Ihe  door,  without  calling  me  in." 

"  Did'you  see  any  one  beside  the  figure  of  the  female  at  the 
window?" 

"Yes.  There  were  two  men  beneath  that  window,  and  they 
appeared  to  me  to  be  speaking  to,  or  holding  some  sort  of  oom- 
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lounication  with,  the  female.  I  saw  gesturea,  and  I  saw  one  or 
two  articles  thrown  out  of  the  window.  My  view  waa  only  for  a 
minute;  and  when  I  reached  the  liouso,  a  considerable  crowd  had 
collected,  and  I  had  no  oppartimitj  tfl  observe,  particularly  in  a 
Boene  of  such  confusion." 

"  Waa  the  female  atiU  at  tie  upper  window,  when  you  reached 
the  houaef" 

"  No.  I  saw  the  lady  now  present  standing  near  the  burning 
building,  and  held  by  a  man — Peter  Davidson,  I  think  it  was — 
who  told  me  she  wanted  to  rush  info  the  house  to  look  for  the 
old  folks." 

"Did  you  see  any  efforts  of  that  sort  in  her?" 

"CertftJnly.  She  slru^Icd  to  get  away  from  Peter,  and  acted 
like  a  person  who  wished  to  rush  into  the  burning  building." 

"Were  the  struggles  natural — or  might  they  not  have  been 
affected?" 

■'  They  might.  If  it  was  acting,  it  waa  good  acting.  I  have 
Been  as  good,  however,  in  my  life." 

The  doctor  had  a  meaning  manner,  that  said  more  than  bw 
worda.  He  spoke  very  low — so  low  as  not  to  bo  audible  to  thcae 
who  sat  in  tiic  farthei'  parts  of  the  room ;  which  will  explain  the 
perfect  indifference  to  his  testimony,  that  was  manifested  by  the 
subject  of  his  remarks.  An  impression,  however,  waa  made  on 
the  jury,  which  waa  composed  of  men  much  disposed  to  push  dis- 
trust to  demonstration. 

The  coroner  now  thought  it  time  to  spring  the  principal  mine, 
which  had  been  carefully  preparing  during  the  receaa  in  the  in- 
vestigatjon;  and  ho  ordered  "Mary  Monson"  to  be  called— ■ 
witneaa  who  had  been  regularly  summoned  to  attend,  among  the 
arowd  of  peiBona  that  had  received  amilar  notJcea. 
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CHAPTIE  IV. 


Mj  deeii'f  upon  my  head  !     I  crave  the  law, 
The  penally  and  fbrfeit  of  mj  bond. 

Shyhck. 

The  eyes  of  Duiiseomb  were  festcned  lateDtlj  on  the  female 
stranger,  as  ebe  advanced  to  the  place  occupied  by  the  witnesses. 
Her  fes.tnrea  denoted  agitation,  certainly ;  hut  he  saw  no  tracea 
of  guilt.  ItBccmed  bo  improbable,  moreover,  that  a  young  woman 
of  her  years  and  appearance  should  be  guilty  of  so  dark  an  ofience, 
and  that  for  money,  too,  that  all  the  Aances  were  in  favour  of 
her  innoeeDce.  Still,  there  were  suspicious  circumstances,  out 
of  all  question,  connected  with  her  situation ;  and  he  waa  too 
much  experienced  in  the  strange  and  unaccountable  ways  of 
crime,  not  to  be  slow  to  form  his  coucluEions, 

The  face  of  Mary  Monson  was  now  fully  exposed ;  it  being 
oustomary  to  cause  female  witnesses  to  remove  their  hats,  in  order 
that  the  jurors  mxy  observe  their  countenances.  And  what  a 
countenance  it  was  !  Feminine,  open,  with  scarce  a  trace  of  the 
ordinary  passions  about  it,  and  illuniinaled  from  within,  as  we 
have  already  intimated.  The  girl  might  have  been  twenty,  though 
she  afterwards  stated  her  age  to  be  a  little  more  than  twenty^one 
-r^perfwips  tho  most  interesting  period  of  a  female's  existence. 
The  features  were  not  pftrticularly  regular,  and  an  artist  mjg^ 
have  discovered  various  drawbacks  on  her  beauty,  if  not  positive 
defeote;  but  no  earthly  being  could  have  quarrelled  with  tho 
ezpreasioni     That  was  a  mixture  of  intelligence,  sofbiess,  apiri^ 
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ee,  that  did  not  fail  to  produce  an  impression 
on  a  crowd  which  had  almost  settled  down  intc  a  firm  conviction 
of  hor  guilt.  Some  oven  doubted,  and  most  of  those  present 
thought  it  vcrj  strange. 

The  repoitcrs  hcgan  to  write,  casting  their  eyes  eagerly  to- 
wards this  witness;  and  John  Dunscomb,  who  sat  near  theni,  soon 
discovered  that  there  were  material  discrepancies  in  their  descrip- 
tions. These,  however,  were  amicably  settled  by  comparing 
notes;  and  when  the  accounts  of  that  day's  examination  appeared 
in  the  journals  of  the  time,  they  were  sufficiently  consistent  with 
each  other;  much  more  so,  indeed,  than  with  the  truth  in  its 
Bevcrer  aspects.  There  was  tio  wish  to  mislead,  probably ;  but 
the  whole  eystem  has  the  capita  defect  of  making  a  trade  of 
news.  The  history  of  passing  events  comes  to  us  sufficiently 
clouded  and  obscured  by  the  most  vulgar  and  least  praiseworthy 
of  all  our  lesser  infirmities,  even  when  left  to  take  what  may  be 
termed  its  natural  course;  but,  as  soon  as  the  money-getting  prin- 
ciple is  applied  to  it,  facta  become  articles  for  the  market,  and 
go  up  and  down,  much  as  do  other  commodities,  in  the  rcgulai 
prices-current. 

Slary  Monson  trem.bled  a  little  when  sworn ;  but  she  had  evi- 
dently braced  her  nerves  for  the  trial.  Women  are  very  capable 
of  self-command,  even  in  situations  as  foreign  to  their  habits  as 
this,  if  they  have  time  to  compose  themselves,  and  to  como 
forward  under  the  influence  of  resolutions  deliberately  formed. 
Sucb  was  probably  the  state  of  mind  of  this  solitary  and  seem- 
ingly unfriended  young  woman ;  for,  though  pale  as  death,  she 
WM  apparently  compoaod.  We  say  unfriended  —  Mrs.  JoneS). 
herself,  having  j^ven  all  her  friends  to  understand  that  she  had 
invited  the  stranger  to  her  bouse  under  a  sense  of  genei-al  duty^ 
»nd  not  on  account  of  any  private  or  particular  interest  she  felt 
in  her  afi^rs.  ^e  was  as  much  a  stranger  to  her,  as  ta  emj 
one  sIm  in  the  village.  *       ■ 
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"Will  jon  be  so  gooA  as  to  tell  us  your  ntme,  place  of  ordi- 
Piaiy  residence,  and  u'Tial  occupation?"  a'tked  the  coroner,  m  a 
diy,  cold  manner,  though  not  until  he  hnd  offered  the  witness  a 
scat,  in  eomplimenl  !o  her  sex. 

If  the  face  of  Mary  Monson  was  pale  the  ins-tant  hefore,  it  now 
flushed  to  scarlet.  The  tint  that  appears  jn  the  Atigust  evening 
sJty,  when  heat-lightning  illuminates  the  horizon,  is  icnrce  more 
bright  than  that  which  chafed  the  previous  pallid  hue  frcm  her 
ciioeks.  DuD'wODib  imdcr'^tflod  her  dilemma  and  interposed 
She  was  equally  unwilling  to  tell  her  real  name,  and  to  gne  a 
6.1se  one,  under  the  solemn  responsihility  of  in  oith  There  is, 
probably,  less  of  deliberate,  calculated  false  ^weinng  than  of  any 
1  ither  offence  against  justice ;  few  having  the  nerve,  or  the  moral 
obtneeness,  that  is  necessary  to  peijury.  We  do  not  mean  by 
'  this,  that  all  which  legal  witnesses  say  is  true,  or  the  half  of  it; 
for  ignorance,  dull  iniagioationa  working  out  solutions  of  half- 
eomprehended  propositions,  and  the  strong  propensity  we  all  feel 
to  see  things  ns  we  have  expected  to  find  them,  in  a  measure 
disqimlifies  fully  half  of  those  on  whom  the  law  has  devolved  a 
most  important  dufy,  to  discharge  it  with  due  inteiligenee  and 
impartiality. 

"  As  a  member  of  the  bar,  I  interfere  in  behalf  of  the  wit- 
acHH,"  said  I>unseomb,  rising.  "  She  is  evidently  unacquainted 
»ridi  her  true  position  here,  and  consequently  with  her  rights. 
Jack,  get  a  glass  of  water  for  the  young  lady;"  and  never  did 
Jock  obey  a  request  of  his  uncle  with  greater  alacrity.  "  A 
witness  cannot,  with  propriety,  be  treated  as  a,  criminal,  or 
one  suspected,  without  being  apprised  that  the  law  does  not 
require  of  those  thus  circumstanced,  answers  afiectiug  them- 
»elv«B." 

Zhnscomb  had  listened  more  to  his  feelings  than  to  his  legal 
knowledge,  in  offerisg  this  ohjectioii,  inasmuch  as  no  very  seareh- 
Ug' question  had,  as  yet,  been  put  to  Mary  Monson.     ITiis  the 
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coroner  saw,  and  he  did  not  f^l  to  let  it  be  understood  that  he 
was  uwarc  qf  tka  weakness  of  the  objection.' 

"Corouera  are  not  governed  by  precisely  the  same  rules  as 
ordinary eomuiitting  magistrates, "  he  quietly  observed,  "though 
we  equally  respect  the  rules  of  evidence.  No  wit-ness  is  obliged 
to  answer  a  question  before  an  inquest,  that  will  oi'iiuinatu  hiin- 
eelf,  any  more  than  at  the  Oyer  and  Terminer.  If  the  ladj  will 
Bay  she  does  not  wish  to  toll  her  real  naiue,  hecause  it  may  cri- 
minate her,  I  shall  not  press  the  qaestion  myself,  or  allow  it  to 
be  pressed  by  others." 

"Very  true,  Bir;  but  the  law  requires,  in  these  preliminary 
projeedingK,  no  inon!  than  such  accuracy  as  is  convenient  in 
making  out  the  records.  I  conceive  that  in  this  particular  case 
the  question  might  be  varied  by  asking,  'You  ai'e  known  by  the 
name  of  Mary  Monson,  I  believe?'  " 

"  What  great  harm  can  it  be  to  this  young  female  to  ^ve  her 
real  name,  Mr.  Dunseomb,  as  I  understand  you  are  that  distia- 
gutshcd  counsellor,  if  she  be  perfectly  innocent  of  the  death  of 
the  Goodwins  F" 

"A  perfectly  innocent  person  may  have  good  reasons  for  wish- 
ing to  conceal  her  name.  These  reasons  obtain  additional  force 
when  we  look  around  ns,  and  see  a  committee  of  reporters,  who 
stand  ready  to  transmit  all  that  passes  to  the  press; — but,  it 
might  better  serve  the  ends  of  justice  to  allow  me  to  confer  with 
the  witness  in  pnvafe." 

"  With  all  my  heart,  sir.  Take  her  into  one  of  the  jury 
fo-jius,  and  I  will  put  another  physician  on  the  stand.  Wbeu 
you  are  through  with  your  consultation,  Mr.  Dunseomb,  we 
shall  be  ready  to  proceed  with  your  client." 

Dunseomb  offered  his  arm  to  the  girl,  and  led  her  through  the 
irowd,  while  a  third  medical  man  was  sworn.  This  witness  cor- 
toborated  all  of  Dr.  Coe'a  opinions,  treatin^the  supposition  that 
both  the  Bkeletons  were  those  of  women  with  vcfy  little  respect 
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It  must  be  admitted  that  the  suspected  stranger  lost  a  grent  deal 
of  ground  in  the  course  of  that  half-hour, '  In  the  first  place,  the 
discussion  about  the  name  was  received  very  muoh  as  au  admis- 
sion of  guilt;  for  Dunscomb'a  argument  that  persons  who  were 
inuoceDt  might  have  many  reasons  for  concealing  their  names, 
did  not  caiTy  much  weight  with  the  good  people  of  Biheirj. 
Then  any  doubts  which  might  have  been  raised  by  McBrain's 
suggestion  concerning  the  nature  of  the  skeletons,  were  effectually 
removed  by  the  corroborating  testimony  of  Dr.  Short,  who  iW 
fully  sustained  Dr.  Coe.  So  much  are  the  Americans  accus- 
tomed to  refer  the  decision  of  nearly  all  questions  to  numbers, 
it  scarcely  esaggeratcs  the  truth  to  say  that,  on  the  stand,  the 
opinion  of  half-a-dozen  country  surveyors  touching  a  problem 
in  geometry,  would  be  very  apt  to  overshadow  that  of  a  professor 
from  West  Point,  or  old  Ynle.  Majorities  are  the  primum 
mobile  of  the  common  mind,  and  he  who  can  get  the  greatest 
number  on  his  side  is  very  apt  to  be  considered  right,  and  t<i 
reap  the  benefits  of  being  so. 

A  fourth  and  a  fifth  medical  man  were  esamined,  and  they 
concurred  in  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Coe  and  his  neighbours.  All 
gave  it  aa  the  result  of  their  enquiries,  that  they  believed  the 
tno  skulls  had  been  broken  with  the  same  instrument,  and  that 
the  blow,  if  it  did  not  cause  immediate  death,  must  have  had  the 
effect  to  destroy  consciousness.  As  regards  the  ses,  the  answers 
were  given  in  a  tone  somewhat  supercili 

"Science  ia  a  very  good  thing  ii 
these  last  witnesses;  "but  scienct 
We  ail  know  that  Peter  Goodwin  and  his  wife  lived  in  that 
house;  we  all  know  that  Dorothy  Goodwin  wa^i  a  large  woman, 
md  that  Peter  Goodwin  waa  a  small  man, — that  they  were  about 
of  a  height,  in  fact,  —  and  that  these  skeletons  very  accurately 
represent  their  resplclive  statures.  We  also  know  that  the  houw: 
is  burnt,  that  the  old  coupk  too  miBsing,  that  these  bonea  were 


its  place,"  observed  one  of 
subject  to  known  facta 
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found  in  a  wlog  in  which  they  slept,  and  that  no  other  bones 
have  been  found  there.  Now,  to  my  judgmeut,  these  &cts  carry 
as  much  weight,  aj,  even  more  weigjit,  than  any  scientific  reason- 
ing in  the  preiuiees.  I  conclude,  tiierefore,  that  these  are  the 
remains  of  Petor  and  Dorothy  Goodwin  —  have  no  doubt  that 
they  are,  indeed," 

"Am  I  permitted  toaak  this  witness  a  question,  Mr,  Coroner?" 
demanded  Dr.  McBroin. 

"With  all  my  heart,  sir.  The  jnrj  wishes  to  aacertain  afl 
ti'ey  can,  and  our  sole  objuct  is  juavicc.  Our  inquests  are  not 
very  rigid  as  to  Ibrraa,  and  you  are  welcome  to  esamine-the  wit- 
Bees  as  much  as  you.pleaae." 

"  You  knew  Goodwin  ?' '  asked  McBrain,  directly  of  tha 
mtntas. 

"I  did,  sir;  quite  well." 

"Had  he  all  his  teeth,  ae  you  remember?" 

"I  think  he  had." 

"  On  the  supposition  that  his  front  upper  teeth  were  all  gfmo, 
and  that  the  skeleton  you  suppose  to  be  his  had  aU  the  front 
opper  teeth,  would  you  still  regard  the  facts  you  have  menfioned 
«s  better,  or  even  as  good  proof,  as  the  evidence  of  science,  which 
tells  us  that  the  man  who  has  lost  his  teeth  cannot  pos-sesa  them  ?" 

"  I  seareely  call  that  a  scientific  fact,  at  all,  sir.  Any  one  may 
judge  of  that  oircumstaDue,  as  well  as  a  physician.  If  it  worei  as 
you  say,  I  should  consider  the  presence  of  the  teeth  pretty  good 
proof  that  the  skeicton  was  that  of  some  other  person,  unless  the 
teeth  were  the  work  of  a  dentist." 

"  Then  why  not  put  any  other  equally  sure  anatomical  fact  in 
opposition  to  what  is  generally  supposed,  in  connection  witb  tfae 
<ving,  the  ijreseuce  of  the  men,  and  all  the  other  circumstance* 
you  have  mentioned  F" 

"  If  there  were  any  other  sure  anatomical  fact,  bo  I  would. 
But^iathe  eondition  in  which  those  lenudiiui  an,  I  do  not  thiitk 
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lie  beet  anatomist  could  say  that  he  can  distinguish  whetliei 
they  belonged  to  a  man  or  to  a  woman." 

"I  confess  that  the  case  has  its  difficulties,"  McBrain  qwietlj 
answered.  "  Still  I  incline  to  my  first  opinion.  I  trust,  Mr. 
Coroner,  that  the  skeletons  will  be  carefully  preserved,  so  long 
as  there  may  be  any  reason  to  continue  these  legal  enquiries  ?' ' 

■"Certainly,  sir.  A  box  is  made  for  that . purpose,  and  they 
wH  be  carefuUy  deposited  in  it,  as  soon  as  the  inquest  adjourns 
for  the  day.     It  is  no  unusual  thing,  gentlemen,  for  doctors  to 


Tbis  was  said  with  a  smile,  and  had  the  effect  to  keep  the 
peace.  McBrain,  however,  bad  all  the  modesty  of  knowledge, 
mid  was  never  disposed  to  show  off  his  superior  attainmente  in 
the  feces  of  those  who  might  be  supposed  to  know  less  than 
himself  Nor  was  he,  by  any  means,  certain  of  his  fact;  though 
■greatly  inclined  to  believe  that  both  the  skeletons  were  those  of 
females.  The  heat  had  been  so  powerful  as  t«  derange,  in  some 
measure,  if  not  entirely  to  deface,  his  proofs  j  and  he  was  not  a 
man  to  press  a  iact,  in  a  case  of  this  magnitude,  without  sufficient 
justification.  All  he  now  wanted,  was  to  reserve  a  point  that 
might  have  a  mat«Tial  influence  hereafter,  in  coming  to  a  correct 
conelnsion. 

It  was  fiiliy  an  hour  before  Dunscomb  returned,,  bringing 
Mary  Monson  on  his  arm.  John  followed  the  latter  closely,  for, 
ttough  not  admitted  to  the  room  in  which  tbis  long  private  con- 
ference had  been  held,  he  had  not  ceased  to  pace  the  gallery  in 
front-of  its  door  during  the  whole  time.  Dunscomb  looked  very 
grave,  and,  as  McBrain  thought,  and  he  was  very  expert  in  in- 
terpreting the  language  of  his  friend's  countenance,  disappointed. 
The  girl  herself  had  evidently  been  weeping,  and  that  violently. 
There  waa  a  paleness  of  the  face,  and  a  tremor  in  the  frame,  too, 
l^t  (wused  the  observant  physician  to  suppose  that,  for  iJie  first 
time,  she  hnd  been  made  to  comprehend  that  she  was  the  objeot 
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of  snch  dire  distrust.  No  sooner  were  tbe  two  in  tlieir  old  fleato, 
than  the  (joroner  prepared  to  renew  tlie  suspended  eaaminatdon. 

"Witness,"  repeated  that  functionary  with  marked  formality, 
"what  is  jour  name?" 

The  answer  was  given  in  a  tremulouB  voiee,  but  with  euffioient 
fi.adiness,  as  if  previously  prepared, 

"  I  am  known,  in  and  aroimd  BJberrj,  by  the  name  of  Mary 
Mouson." 

The  coroner  paused,  passed  a  hand  over  his  brow,  mused  a 
miiment,  and  abandoned  a  half-formed  determination  he  had 
made,  to  push  this  parliouiar  enquiry  as  far  as  he  could.  To 
stale  the  truth,  he  was  a  little  afraid  of  Mr.  Thomas  Dunseomb, 
whose  reputation  at  the  bar  was  of  too  high  a  character  to  have 
escaped  his  notice.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  be  decided  to 
accept  the  name  of  Mary  Monsou,  reserving  the  right  of  the  state 
to  enquire  further,  hereafter. 

"Where  do  you  reside?'' 

"At  present,  in  this  place  —  lately,  in  tbe  fiimily  of  Peter 
Goodwin,  whose  remains  are  supposed  to  be  in  this  room." 

"How  long  bad  jou  resided  in  that  family  ?" 

"  Nine  weeks,  to  a  day.  I  arrived  in  the  morning,  and  the 
fire  occurred  at  night" 

"  Relate  all  that  you  know  concerning  that  6re,  if  you  please, 
Miss — I  call  you  Miss,  supposing  you  to  be  unmarried?" 

Mary  Monson  merely  made  a  slight  inclination  of  her  head,  as 
one  acknowledges  that  a  remark  is  heard  and  understood;  This 
did  not  more  than  half  satisfy  the  coroner,  his  wife,  for  renaona 
of  her  own,  having  particularly  desired  him  to  ask  the  "  Monson 
girl,"  wlien  she  was  put  on  the  stand,  whether  she  was  or  was 
not  married.  But  it  was  too  Inte,  just  then,  to  ascertain  this  in- 
t«!resting  fact,  and  tbe  examination  proceeded. 

"  Relate  all  that  you  know  concerning  the  fire,  if  you  please, 
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"TkiiCiwTorjlitlle.  I  was  awakened  ^yn  bright,  light,— urcisf- 
&11I  (!rofsod.  myself  as  well  as  I  could,  and  was  abouf  tn  descend 
the  etaiw,  when  I  fnund  I  was  too  lata.  I  then  went  to  a  win- 
dow, and  intended  to  throw  my  bed  out,  and  lot  myself  down 
on  it,  when  two  men  appeared,  imd  raised  a  ladder,  hj  which  I 
got  safely  out," 

"  Were  any  of  your  effects  saved  ?" 

"Ail,  I  believe.  The  same  two  persons  entered  my  room,  and 
passed  my  trunks,  box,  and  carpet>-bag,  writing-desk,  and  other 
articles,  out  of  the  room,  as  well  as  most  of  its  furniture.  It  was 
the  part  of  the  building  last  on  fire,  and  it  was  safe  entering  the 
room  I  occupied,  for  near  half  an  horn'  ai'tei- 1  escaped." 

"  How  long  had  you  known  the  Goodwins?" 

"  From  the  time  when  I  first  came  to  live  in  their  house." 

"  Did  you  pass  the  evening  of  the  night  of  the  fire  in  their 
company  ?" 

"I  did  not.  Veiy  little  of  my  time  was  passed  in  their  com- 
pany, unless  it  was  at  meals." 

This  answer  caused  a  little  stir  among  the  audience,  of  whom 
much  the  larger  portion  thought  it  contained  an  admiswon  to  be 
nol<;d.  Why  should  not  a  young  woman  who  lived  in  a  house 
BO  much  apart  from  a  general  neighbourhood,  not  pass  moat  of 
her  time  in  the  company  of  those  with  whom  she  dwelt  ?  '*  If 
they  were  good  enough  lo  live  with,  I  should  think  they  might 
be  good  enough  to  aasoeiate  with,"  whispered  one  of  the  most 
active  female  talkers  of  Biberry,  but  in  a  tone  so  loud  as  to  be 
beard  by  ail  near  her. 

This  was  merely  yielding  to  a  national  and  increasing  suscep- 
tibility to  personal  claims;  it  being  eorumonly  thoaght  aristocratio 
to  rcftise  to  associate  with  everybody,  when  the  person  subject 
to  remark  has  any  apparent  advantages  to  render  such  association 
deBLrsble.     AH  others  may  do  as  they  please. 

"  You  did  not,  then,  make  one  of  the  &mily  regnlarty,  blit 
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wore  thei-e  for  some  jKirtimilar  purpose  of  jour  own'i"'  resumed 
the  coroner. 

"I  tLiok,  sir,  oa  reflection,  that  you  will  see  tliis  exa.miaittioQ 
is  tatiug  a  verj  irregular  course,"  interposed  Dunseomb.  "It 
is  more  like  an  investigation  for  a  commitsucnt,  than  an  inquest." 

"  The  law  allows  the  freest  modea  of  enquiry  in  all  such  cases, 
Mr  rhinacomb.  Recolleet,  air,  there  have  been  arson  and  mur- 
der—-two  of  the  highest  crimes  known  to  the  books." 

"  I  do  not  forget  it;  and  recognise  not  only  all  your  rights, 
fiir,  but  your  duties.  Nevertheless,  this  young  lady  has  rights, 
too,  and  is  to  be  treated  distinctly  in  oae  of  two  characters;  as  a 
witness,  or  as  a  party  accused.'  If  in  the  latter,  I  shall  at  once 
advise  her  to  answer  no  more  questions  in  this  state  o^  the  case. 
My  duty,  as  her  counsel,  requires  me  to  say  aa  much." 

"She  has,  then,  regularly  retained  you,  Mr.  Dunseomb?"  the 
coroner  asked,  with  interest. 

"That,  sir,  is  a  matter  between  her  and  myself.  I  appear 
here  as  counsel,  and  shall  clum  the  rights  of  one.  I  know  that 
you  con  carry  on  this  inquest  without  my  interference,  if  you  see 
fit;  but  no  one  can  exclude  the  citiaen  from  the  benefit  of  advice. 
Even  the  new  code,  as  extravagant  and  high-flying  an  invention  as 
ever  came  from  the  misguided  ingeouityof  man,  will  allow  of  this." 

"There  is  no  wish,  Mr.  Dunseomb,  to  put  any  obstacles  in 
j:iur  way.  Let  every  man  do  his  whole  duty.  Your  client  can 
certainly  refuse  to  answer  any  questions  she  may  please,  on  the 
^ound  that  the  answer  may  tend  t«  criminate  herself;  and  so 
tnayany  one  else." 

"  I  beg  your  pardon,  sir ;  the  law  is  still  more  indulgent  in 
these  preliminary  proceedings.  A  party  who  knows  himself  to 
be  suspected,  has  a  right  to  evade  questions  that  may  militate 
against  his  interests;  else  would  the  boasted  protection  which 
the  law  Bo  far  throws  around  every  one,  that  he  need  not  be  hia 
•wn  accuser,  become  a  mere  pretence." 
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"I  ahall  endeavour  to  put  my  questions  in  such  a  way,  as  ta 
give  her  the  benefit  of  aJl  her  rights.  Miss  Monson,  it  is  suid 
(hat  jou  haye  been  seen,  since  the  fire,  to  Lave  some  gold  in  your 
possession;  have  you  amy  objection  to  let  that  gold  be  seen  by 
the  jury?" 

"  None  in  the  world,  sir.  I  have  a  few  gold  pieces  —  hEre 
they  are,  in  my  purse.  They  do  not  amount  to  much,  either  in 
numbers  or  value.     You  are  at  liberty  to  esamlne  them  as  much 

Dunscomb  had  betrayed  a  little  uneasiness  at  this  question; 
but  the  calm,  steady  manner  ia  which  the  young  woman  an- 
swered, and  the  coolness  with  which  she  put  her  purse  into  the 
coroner's  hand,  reassured,  or  rather  surprised  him.  He  remained 
silent,  therefore,  interposing  no  objection  to  the  examination. 

"  Here  are  seven  half-eagles,  two  quarter^eaglos,  and  a  strange 
coin  that  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  seen  before,"  said  the 
coroner.     "  What  do  you  call  tJiis  piece,  Mr,  Dunscomb  ?" 

"  I  cannot  tell  you,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  eve-  *o  have  seen 
the  coin  before,  myself." 

"It  is  an  Italian  cohi,  of  the  value  of  about  twenty  doIlarB, 
they  tell  roe,"  answered  Mary,  quietly.  "I  think  it  is  called 
after  the  reigning  sovereign,  whoever  he  may  be.  I  got  it,  in 
eiehangc  for  sotnc  of  our  own  money,  from  an  emigrant  from 
Europe,  and  kept  it  as  a  thing  a  little  out  of  the  common  way." 

The  simplicity,  distinctness,  not  to  say  nerve,  with  which  this 
was  said,  placed  Dunscomb  still  more  at  his  ease,  and  he  now 
freely  let  the  enquiry  take  its  course.  AH  this  did  not  prevent 
hia  being  astonished  that  one  bo  young,  and  seemingly  so  friend- 
less, should  manifest  so  much  coolness  and  self-possession,  under 
oiWamataneeB  so  very  trying.  Such  was  the  fact,  however;  and 
he  was  fain  to  await  furthei  developments,  in  order  better  to  com- 
{(t^end  tlie  character  of  bis  client. 

"  Is  Mrs.  Pope  present?"  enquired  the  coroner.     "  The  lat^ 
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who  tolii  us  yesterday  she  had  seen  the  specie  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Goodwiu,  during  the  lifc-timc  of  the  latter?" 

It  was  almost  superflous  to  ask  if  any  particular  persou  were 
preseat,  as  nearly  all  Biberry  were  in,  pr  about,  the  court-house. 
Up  started  the  widow,  therefore,  at  this  appeal,  and  coining  for 
ward  with  alacrity,  she  was  immediately  sworn,  which  she  had 
Dot  boea  the  previous  day,  and  went  on  the  stand  as  a  regular 
vitncss. 

"  Your  name  ?"  obserred  the  coroner, 

"Abigail  Pope  —  folks  write  'relict  of  John  Pope,  deceased,' 
in  jil  my  law  papers." 

"Very  well,  Mrs.  Pope;  the  simple  name  will  suffice  for  the 
present  purposes.     Do  you  reside  in  this  neighbourhood  ?" 

"  In  Biberry.  I  was  bom,  brought  up,  married,  became  a 
widow,  and  still  dwell,  all  within  haJf-a-mile  of  this  spot.  My 
maiden  name  was  Dickson." 

Absurd  and  forward  aa  these  answers  may  seem  to  most  per- 
Bons,  they  had  an  effect  on  the  investigation  that  was  then  going 
on  in  Biberry.  Most  of  the  audience  saw,  and  felt,  the  difference 
between  the  frank  afatcments  of  the  present  witness,  and  the 
reserve  manifested  by  the  last. 

"Now,  why  couldn't  that  Mary  Monson  answer  all  these 
questions,  just  as  well  as  Abigail  Pope?"  said  one  female  talker 
to  a  knot  of  listeners.  "  She  has  a  glib  enough  tongue  in  her 
head,  if  she  oidy  sees  fit  to  use  it !  I  '11  engage  no  one  can  an- 
flwer  more  readily,  when  she  wishes  to  Jet  &  thing  out.  There 's 
a  dreadful  history  behind  the  curtain,  in  my  judgment,  about 
that  same  young  woman,  could  a  body  only  get  at  it." 

"Mr.  Sanford  vill  get  at  it,  before  he  has  done  with  her,  I  '11 
•"g^g^i"  wiswered  a  friend.  "  I  have  heard  it  said  he  is  the 
most  investigating  coroner  in  the  state,  when  he  seta  about  a.  cue 
in  good  earnest.  He  'U  be  very  apt  to  maka  the  moat  of  thii, 
for  ve  never  have  had  anything  one-half  bo  ennting  in  Biborrr, 
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as  these  murders !  I  have  long  thought  we  were  rather  out  of 
the  way  of  the  rest  of  the  world,  until  now ;  hut  our  time  han 
corae,  and  we  shan't  very  soon  bear  the  last,  of  it  1" 

"It's  all  in  the  papers,  already !"  esclaimed  a  third.  "Bi- 
berry  looks  as  grand  as  York,  or  Albany,  in  the  colnmns  of  every 
paper  from  town,  this  morning!  I  declare  it  did  me  good  to  see 
onr  little  place  holding  up  its  head  among  the  great  of  the  earth, 
as  it  roight  be " 

What  else,  in  the  way  of  local  patriotism,  may  have  escaped 
this  individual,  cannot  now  be  known,  the  coroner  drawing  off 
her  auditors,  by  the  question  next  put  to  the  widow.  ^ 

"  Did  you  ever  see  any  gold  coins  in  the  possession  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Goodwin?"  asked  that  fiinctionary. 

"Several  times — I  don't  know  hut  I  might  say  often.  Five 
or  six  times,  at  least.  I  used  to  sew  for  tLe  olij  lady,  and  you 
know  how  it  is  when  a  body  works,  in  that  way,  in  a  family — it 's 
next  thing,  I  do  suppose,  to  being  a  doctor,  so  fer  as  secrets  go. ' ' 

"  Should  yon  know  any  of  tbat  coin  were  you  to  Beo  it  again, 
Mrs.  Pope?" 

"  I  think  I  might.  There 's  one  piece,  in  partic'lar,  thai  I 
suppose  I  should  know,  anywhere.  It 's  a  wonderful  looking 
piece  of  money,  and  true  Califomy,  I  conclude." 

"  Did  any  of  Mrs.  Goodwin's  gold  coins  bear  a  resemblance  to 
this?"  showing  a  half-eagle." 

"  Tes,  sir —  that  'a  a  five-dollar  piece  —  I  've  had  one  of  them 
myself,  in  the  oonrse  of  my  life." 

"  Mrs.  Goodwin  had  coins  similar  to  this,  I  then  understand 
you  to  say?" 

"  She  had  as  many  as  fifty,  I  should  think.  Altogether,  she 
told  me  she  had  as  much  as  four  hundred  dollars  in  that  stock- 
ing I  I  remember  the  sum,  for  it  sonnded  like  a  great  deal  for 
Anybody  to  have,  who  waa  n't  a  bank,  like.  It  quite  pat  mo  in 
lund  of  the  place  eri." 
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"Waa  thore  any  coin  like  this?"  showing  the  widow  the 
Italian  piece. 

"  That  'a  the  piece  !  I  'd  know  it  among  a  thousand  !  I  had 
it  in  my  handa  as  much  aa  five  minutes,  dying  ta  read  the 
Latin  on  it,' and  make  it  out  int«  English.  AH  tie  rest  was 
American  gold,  the  old  lady  told  me;  but  this  piece  she  said  was 
foreign." 

.  This  statement  produced  a  great  scnaation  in  the  court-room. 
Although  Mrs.  Pope  was  flippant,  a  gossip,  and  »  little  notorious 
for  meddling  with  her  neighbours'  concerns,  no  one  suapected  her 
of  fitbricating  such  a  story,  under  oath.  The  piece  of  gold  passed 
from  juror  to  juror;,  and  each  man  among  them  felt  satisfied  that 
he  would  know  the  coin  again,  after  an  interval  nf  a  few  weeks. 
Danacomb  probably  jrat  less  faith  in  this  bit  of  festimony,  than 
any  other  person  present;  and  he  waa  curious  to  note  its  effect 
on  his  client.  To  his  great  surprise,  she  betrayed  no  uneasiness; 
her  countenance  maintaining  a  calm  that  he  now  began  to  appre- 
hend denoted  a  practised  art;  and  ho  manifested  a  desire  to  exa- 
mine the  piece  of  gold  for  himself.  It  was  put  in  his  hand,  and 
he  glanced  at  its  &ce  a  little  eagerly.  It  was  aa  unusual  coin ; 
but  it  had  no  defect  or  mark  that  might  enable  one  to  distinguish 
between  it  and  any  other  piece  of  a  similar  inipresfion.  The 
coroner  interpreted  the  meaning  of  bis  eye,  and  suspended  the 
examination  of  the  widow,  to  question  Mary  Monson  herself. 

"  Yonr  client  sees  the  state  of  the  question,  Mr.  Dunseomb,'*' 
he  said ;  "  ajid  you  will  look  to  her  rights.  Mine  authorize  me, 
as  I  understand  them,  to  enquire  of  her  concerning  a  few  fecta- 
in  relation  to  this  piece  of  money." 

"I  will  answer  your  questions,  sir,  without  any  hesitation," 
the  aconsed  replied,  with  n  degree  of  steadiness  that  Dimscomb 
deemed  astoniahing. 

"  How  long  has  this  piece  of  gold  been  in  your  possessioni  if 
Toa  please,  Miss?" 
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"About  a  twelvemontL.  I  began  to  collect  the  gold  I  have, 
very  nearly  a  year  since." 

"Has  it  been  in  your  possesBion,  uninterruptedly,  all  that 
lime?" 

"  So  far  aa  I  know,  sit,  it  haa.  A  portion  of  the'  time,  and  a 
large  portion  of  it,  it  haa  not  been  kept  in  my  purse ;  hut  I  should 
think  no  one  could  hare  meddled  with  it,  when  it  has  been  else- 
where." 

"  Have  yon  anything  t«  remark  on  the  testimony  just  giyen  ?" 

"It  is  strictJy  true.  Poor  Mrs.  Goodwin  certainly  had  the 
Btore  of  gold  mentioned  by  Mrs.  Pope,  for  she  once  showed  it  to 
me.  I  rather  think  she  was  fond  of  such  things ;  and  had  a  plea- 
sure in  counting  her  hoards,  and  showing  them  to  other  persons. 
I  looked  over  her  coins;  and  finding  she  was  fond  of  those  that 
arc  a  little  uncommon,  I  gave  her  one  or  two  of  those  that  I  hnp- 
pened  to  own.  No  doubt,  Mrs.  Pope  saw  the  counterpart  of  this 
piece,  but  surely  not  the  piece  itself." 

"  I  understand  you  to  say,  then,  thnt  Mrs.  Goodwin  had  a  gold 
coin  similar  to  this,  which  gold  coin  eame  from  yourself.  What 
did  Mrs.  Goodwin  allow  you  in  the  eschangef" 

"Sir?" 

"  How  much  did  you  estimate  the  value  of  that  Italian  piece 
at,  and  in  what  money  did  Mrs.  Goodwin  pay  you  for  it?  It  is 
necessary  to  be  particular  in  these  cases." 

"  She  returned  me  nothing  for  the  coin,  sir.  It  was  a  preBent 
from  me  to  her,  and  of  course  not  to  be  paid  for." 

This  answer  met  with  but  little  iavour.  It  did  not  appear  to 
the  people  of  Biberry  at  all  probable  that  an  unknown,  and 
seemingly  friendless  young  woman,  who  had  been  content  to 
dwell  two  months  in  the  "garret-room"  of  the  "old  Goodwin 
house,"  faring  none  of  the  best,  certainly,  and  neglecting  so 
many  auperior  tenemente  and  tables  that  were  to  be  met  with  on 
erery  side  of  her,  would  be  very  likely  to  g^ve  away  a  piece  of 
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gold  of  that  nnusual  size.  It  ia  true,  we  are  liTing  in  a  miir- 
'  velloiB  age,  so  far  as  tliia  metal  is  concerned;  but  the  Califomian 
gold  had  not  then  arrived  in  any  great  quantity,  and  the  people 
of  the  country  are  little  accTjptomed  to  see  anything  but  silver 
and  papor,  which  causes  tiiem  to  attach  an  unwonted  value  to 
the  more  precious  metal.  Even  the  coronet  look  this  view  of 
(he  matterj  and  Dunscomb  saw  that  the  esplanation  just  made 
by  his  client  was  thought  to  prove  too  much, 

"  Are  you  in  the  habit,  Miss,  of  giving  away  pieces  of  gold  ?' ' 
asked  one  of  the  jurors. 

"That  question  is  improper,"  interposed  Mr.  Dunscomb.  "  No 
one  can  have  a  right  to  put  it," 

The  coroner  suatwned  tliis  objection  and  n  n  w  was  given. 
As  Mrs.  Pope  had  suggested  that  h  ra  b  d  herself,  had 
seen  Mrs.  Goodwin's  stouking,  four  m  e  w  u  we  examined 
to  this  one  point.  They  were  all  f  mol  wh  had  been  ad- 
mitted by  the  deceased,  in  the  indulg  n  f  her  pass  on,  to  feast 
lieir  eyes  wiih  a  sight  of  her  treasure.  Only  one,  however,  of 
these  four  professed  to  have  any  recollection  of  the  particular 
coin  that  had  now  become,  as  it  might  be,  the  pivoting  point  in 
the  enquiry;  and  her  recollections  wore  by  no  means  as  clear  as 
those  of  the  widow.  She  Ihoughl  she  had  seen  such  a  piece  of 
gold  in  Mrs.  Goodwin's  possession,  though  she  admitted  she  wad 
not  allowed  to  touch  any  of  the  money,  which  was  merely  hold 
up,  piece  by  piece,  before  her  adiolring  eyes,  in  the  hands  of  its 
proper  owner.  It  was  in  this  stage  of  the  enquiry  tliat  Duns- 
comb remarked  to  the  coroner,  that  "  it  was  not  at  all  surprising 
a  woman  who  was  so  fond  of  exposing  her  treasure  should  be 
robbed  and  murdered !"  This  remark,  however,  failed  of  ita  in- 
tended effect,  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  suspicion 
had  become  riveted,  aa  it  might  be,  through  the  testimony  of 
Mrs.  Pope,  on  the  stranger  who  had  so  mysteriously  come  to 
Udga  with  the  Goodwins.     The  general  impreawon  now  appeared 
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to  be  thut  the  whole  matter  had  been  previously  itrraDged,  and 
Ui&t  the  stranger  had  come  to  dwell  in  the  bouse  expreesly  to    ' 
obl^n  fatalities  for  the  commisaion  of  the  crime. 

A  witness  who  waa  related  to  tjie  deceased,  who  waa  absent 
from  home,  but  had  been  told,  by  moans  of  the  wires,  to  return, 
and  who  had  intimated  an  intention  to  comply,  maa  still  wanting; 
and  the  inquest  was  again  adjourned  for  an  hour,  in  order  to 
allow  of  the  arrival  of  a  stage  from  town.  During  this  interval, 
Thinscomb  ascertained  how  strongly  the  current  was  setting 
against  his  client.  A  hundred  little  circumstances  were  cifcd,  in 
oonfirmafion  of  suspicions  that  had  now  gained  a  firm  footing, 
and  which  were  so  nearly  general  as  to  include  almost  every  per- 
son of  any  consequence  in  the  place  What  appeared  strangest 
to  Dunscomb,  waa  the  composure  of  the  young  girl  who  was  so 
likely  to  be  formally  accused  of  crimes  so  heinous.  He  had  told 
her  of  the  nature  of  the  distrust  that  was  attached  to  her  situB:- 
tion,  and  she  received  his  statement  with  a  degree  of  emotion 
that,  at  first,  had  alarmed  him.  But  an  unaccountable  calmness 
soon  succeeded  this  burst  of  feeling,  and  he  had  found  it  neees- 
sary  to  draw  confidence  in  the  innocence  of  his  client,  from  that 
strangely  illuminated  countenance,  to  study  which  was  almost 
certain  to  subdue  a  man  by  its  power.  While  thus  gazing  at  the 
stranger,  he  .could  not  believe  her- guilty;  but,  while  reflecting 
on  all  the  facte  of  the  case,  he  saw  how  difficult  it  might  be  to 
persuade  others  to  culertain  (be  same  opinion.  Nor  were  there 
circumstances  wanting  to  shake  his  own  faith  in  expres,sion,  sex, 
years,  and  all  the  other  probabilities  Mary  Monson  had  do- 
jliued  entoring  at  all  into  any  account  of  her  previous  life ;  evaded 
giving  her  real  name  even  to  him ;  carefully  abstained  from  all 
allnsions  that  might  furnish  any  clue  to  her  former  place  of  abode, 
or  to  any  fact  that  would  tend  to  betray  her  secret. 

At  the  appointed  hour  the  stage  arrived,  bringing  the  expected 
-witocsp.'-  -^is.tecdiipouy  went^merely  to  eorrobontto  the  acoountfl 
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concemmg  the  little  hoard  of  gold  that  his  kinswouau  had  unde- 
niably poaseE^d,  and  to  the  circumstaace  that  ahe  always  kept  it 
in  a  particular  drawer  of  her  bureau.  The  bureau  had  been  saTed, 
for  it  did  not  staxiA  in  the  eleeping-room  of  the  deceased,  but  had 
formed  a  principal  embellishment  of  her  little  parlour,  and  the 
money  waa  not  in  it.  What  was  more,  each  drawer  was  carefully 
locked,  but  no  keys  were  to  be  foimd.  As  these  were  articles 
not  likely  to  be  melted  under  any  heat  to  which  they  might  have 
been  exposed,  a  careful  but  fruitless  se«rch  hsid  been  made  for 
them  among  the  ruins.     They  were  nowhere  to  be  seen. 

About  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  jury  brought  in  the 
result  of  their  inquest.  It  was  a  verdict  of  murder  in  the  first 
degree,  committed,  in  the  opinion  of  the  jurors,  by  a  female  who 
was  known  by  the  name  of  Mary  Monson.  With  the  accusation 
of  arson,  the  coroner's  inquest,  as  a  matter  of  course;  had  no 
DonneotaoiL    A  vrit  was  immediately  issued,  and  the  aooused 
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OHAPTEB  V. 

"It  was  Ihe  Enfflish,"  Kasper  cried, 
"Who  pill  tie  French  to  rout 

Bui  what  tl  ey  It  [kA  each  other  for 
I  could  not  well   nakc    ut. 

But  everybody  ea  d     q  oth  h 
That   twas  a  (au  o  la  1  ilorj 


The  fallowing  diy  after  an  early  Ireikf  st  Dunstomb  sniJ  hia 
friend  t!ie  d  ckr  were  on  the  r  wav  Ijieli  to  town  The  fpriaei 
had  clients  an  1  cnurti  -ind  the  latter  pit  enis  who  were  not  to 
"be  neglected  to  say  nothing  of  the  Ixina  of  Sirth  and  Sirs. 
Updyke  John  and  M  chacl  remained  at  Bihciry  the  first  heing 
detained  there  by  divers  commiasions  connectod  with  the  comforts 
and  treatment  of  Mary  Monaon,  but  still  more  by  hia  own  incU- 
natione;  and  the  last  remaining,  somewhat  against  hia  wishes,  bs 
a  companion  to  the  brother  of  her  who  ao  strongly  drew  him 
■  :back  to  New  York. 

Ab  the  commitment  was  for  offences  so  serious,  crimea  as  grave 
Many  linown  to  the  law,  bail  would  not  have  been  accepted, 
could  any  have  been  found.  We  ought  not  to  speak  with  too 
much  confidence,  however,  on  this  last  point;  for  Dr.  MoBraio,* 
nan  of  very  handsome  estate,  the  result  of  a  liberal  profession 
steadily  and  intelligently  pursued,  was  more  than  half  disposed 
to  offer  himself  for  one  of  the  sureties,  and  to  go^  and  find  a 
leoond  among  his  friends.    Nothing,  indeed,  prevented  his  doing 
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10,  but  IhlnBcoinb's  repeated  assurances  tbat  no  bondsmen  would 
be  received.  Even  charming  youug  women,  when  they  stand 
charged  with  murder  and  arson,  must  submit  to  be  incarcerated, 
until  their  innocence  la  established  in  due  form  of  law  ;  or,  what 
is  the  sitme  thing  in  effect,  until  the  capriee,  impulses,  ignorance, 
or  corruption  of  a  jury  acquits  them. 

The  frjenda  did  not  entirely  agree  in  their  manner  of  viewing 
this  affair.  The  doctor  waa  firmly  impressed  with  tbe  convictjon 
of  jMitry  Moason's  innoeence;  while  Dunscomb,  more  experienced 
in  the  ways  of  crime  and  the  in&rmitics  of  the  human  heart,  had 
his  misgivings.  So  many  grounds  of  suspicion  had  occurred,  or 
been  Jaid  open  to  his  obaervatioQ,  during  the  hour  of  private 
communication,  that  it  was  not  easy  for  one  who  Lad  seen  so 
much  of  the  worst  side  of  human  nature,  to  cast  them  off  under 
the  mere  influence  of  a  graceful  foiin,  winning  manner,  and 
bright  countenance.  Then,  the  secondary  fiicts,  well  established, 
and,  in  one  important  particular,  .idmittcd  by  the  party  accused, 
were  not  of  a  character  to  bo  overlooked.  It  often  happens,  aad 
Dunscomb  well  knew  it,  that  innocence  appears  under  a  repulsive 
exterior,  wiiile  guilt  conceals  iteelf  in  forms  and  aspects  so  feir, 
na  to  deceive  all  but  the  wary  and  eKpericneed. 

"  I  hope  that  the  comfort  of  Misa  Monson  haa  been  properly 
attended  to,  since  she  must  be  confined  for  a  few  days,"  said 
McBrain,  while  he  took  a  last  look  at  the  Httlo  gaoi,  as  the  car- 
riage passed  tie  brow  of  a  hill.  "Justice  can  ask  no  mora 
than  security." 

"  It  is  a  biot  on  the  character  of  the  times,  and  on  tliis  country 
m  paHicuIar,"  answered  Dunscomb,  coldly,  "  that  so  little  atten 
tion  is  paid  to  the  gaols.  We  are  crammed  with  false  philan- 
thropy in  connection  with  convicted  rogues,  who  ought  to  be 
iMde  to  feel  the  penalties  of  their  offenees;' while  we  are  not  ewn 
just  m  regard  to  those  who  a^e  only  accused,  many  of  whom 
•je  mally  innocent.     Bat  for  my  interference,  thia  delicate  and 
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friendlefcs  girl  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  imnmrtd  la  a 
common  dungeon  " 

"  What !  before  her  guilt  is  estahli'^hed  ? 

"Relatively  her  treatment  after  conviction  would  be  far 
more  humane  than  previously  to  that  \ent  Comfort  ille  well 
furnished,  but  secure  ^partraenta  oi  ght  to  be  provided  for  the 
accused  in  every  county  in  thi,  state  ai  acti  of  simple  luitice, 
before  another  word  of  mawkish  humanity  is  uttered  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  treitment  of  reeognisel  criminals  It  is  wondciful 
what  a  disposition  thtre  is  amon^  nipn  to  run  into  octi  es  m 
everything  they  do  fcrgcttmg  that  yoir  true  inel">dy  is  to  be 
found  only  in  the  simpler  and  more  fliturij  notes  Tbeie  is  as 
much  of  the  falsuto  now  a-daye,  m  philanthropy  ae  m  u  usic  " 

"  And  this  poor  d:  rl   s  thr  st  into  a  dungeon  ? 

"  No ;  it  is  not  quite  as  bad  as  that.  The  gaol  has  one  decent 
apartment,  that  was  fitted  up  for  the  comfort  of  a  prize-fighter, 
who  was  eontined  in  it  not  long  since ;  and  as  the  room  is  suf6- 
ciently  secure,  I  have  persuaded  the  gaoler's  wife  to  put  Mary 
Monson  ia  it.  Apart  from  loss  of  air  aud  exercise,  and  the  hap- 
piness of  knowing  herself  respected  and  beloved,  the  g^rl  will  not 
be  veiy  badly  off  there.  I  dare  say,  the  room  is  quite  as  good  as 
that  she  occupied  under  the  roof  of  those  unfortunate  Goodwins." 

"  Itow  strange,  that  a  female  of  her  appearance  should  have 
been  the  inmate  of  such  a  place  I  She  does  not  seem  to  want 
money,  either.     You  saw  the  gold  she  had  in  her  purse  ?" 

"  Ay ;  it  were  better  had  that  gold  not  been  there,  or  not  seen. 
I  sincerely  wish  it  had  been  nothing  but  silver." 

"  You  surely  do  not  agree  with  that  silly  woman,  the  Wido 
Pope,  as  they  call  her,  in  belienng  that  she  has  got  the  money 
(rf  those  persons  who  have  been  murdered?" 

"On  that  subject,  t  choose  to  suspend  my  opinifm  —  I  may, 
m  I  may  not;  as  matters  shat!  turn  up.  She  has  money; 
■nd  in  sufficient  quantity  to  buy  herself  out  of  jeopardy.     A\ 
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Ii;a3t,  she  ijflcred  me  u  fee  of  a  hundred  doliara,  in  good  citj 
paper" 

"  Whjcli  you  did  not  take,  Tom?" 

"  Wliy  not  ?  It  is  my  trade,  and  I  live  by  it.  Why  not  take 
Ucr  fee,  if  you  please,  air  ?  Does  the  Widow  Updyie  leach  you 
such  doctrines  ?  Will  you  drive  ahout  town  for  nothing  ?  Why 
uot  take  her  foe,  Master  Nedf" 

"Why  not,  sure  enough!  That  ^1  haa -bewitched  me,  1 
beheve;  and  that  is  the  solution." 

"  I  '11  tell  you  what,  Ned,  unless  there  ia  a  slop  put  to  thid 
folly,  I  'U  make  Mrs.  UpJyke  acquainted  with  the  whole  matter, 
and  put  au  end  to  nuptials  No.  3.  Jack  is  head  aad  ears  iu  love, 
already;  and  here  you  are  flying  off  at  a  tangent  from  all  your 
engagements  and  profesijons,  to  fall  at  the  feet  of  an  unknown 
girl  of  twenty,  who  appears  before  you,  on  a  first  interview,  iu 
the  amiable  light  of  one  accused  of  the  highest  crimes." 

"  And  of  which  I  no  more  believe  her  guilty,  than  I  believe 
you  to  be  guilty  of  them." 

"  Umph !  '  Time  will  show ;'  which  ia  the  English,  I  suppose, 
of  (he  '  MOWS  verrom,'  that  is  flying  about  in  the  newspapers 
Yes,  she  has  money  to  buy  three  or  four  journals,  to  get  up  a 
'sympathy'  in  her  behalf;  when  her  acquittal  would  be  almost 
certain,  if  her  trial  were  not  a  legal  impossibility.  I  am  not  sure 
it  is  not  her  safest  course,  in  the  actual  state  of  the  facts." 

"  Would  you  think,  Ihtnscomb,  of  advising  any  one  who  looked 
up  to  you  for  counsel,  io  take  such  a  course  ?" 

"Certiunly  not — and  you  know  it,  well  enough,  McBrain; 
but  that  does  not  lessen,  or  increase,  the  chances  of  the  cspcdient. 
The  journals  have  greatly  weakened  their  own  power,  by  the 
manaer  in  which  they  have  abused  it;  but  enough  still  remains 
to  hoodwink,  not  to  say  to  overshadow,  juslice.  The  law  is  veiy 
exphcit  and  far-sighted  as  to  the  consequences  of  iiUowing  any  one 
to  influenoe  the  public  mind  in  matters  of  ite  own  adraiiustratioii  j 
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but  in  a  countiy  like  tJiis,  in  which  the  virtue  and  inteUigeuce  of 
the  people  are  said  to  be  the  primtim  mobile  in  everything,  there 
is  no  one  to  enforce  the  ordinances  that  the  wisdom  of  our  ances- 
tors baa  bequeathed  to  ua.  Any  editor  of  a  newspaper  who  pub- 
lishes a  sentence  reflecting  on  the  character  or  rights  of  a  party 
to  a  pending  suit,  is  guilty,  at  common  law,  of  wliat  the  books 
call  a  '  libel  on  the  courts  of  justice,'  and  can  be  punished  for  it, 
08  for  any  other  misdemeanor;  yet,  you  can  see  for  yourself,  how 
little  such  a  provision,  healthful  and  most  wise  —  nay,  essentiai 
as  it  J3  to  juatice — is  looked  down  by  the  mania  which  exists,  of 
putting  everything  into  print.  When  one  remembers  that  very 
Jittie  of  what  he  reads  is  true,  it  is  fearful  to  reflect  that  a  system, 
of  which  the  whole  merit  depends  on  its  power  to  extract  facts, 
and  to  do  justice  on  their  warranty,  should  be  completely  over- 
shadowed by  another  contrivance  which,  when  stripped  of  ita 
pretenMon,  and  regarded  in  ita  real  colours,  ia  nothing  more  than 
one  of  the  ten  thousand  schemes  to  make  money  that  surroimd 
us,  with  a  little  higher  pretension  than  common  to  virtue." 

"  '  Completely  overshadowed'  are  strong  words,  Dunscomb  1" 

"  Perhaps  they  are,  and  they  may  need  a  little  qualifying. 
Overshadowed  often — much  too  often,  however,  is  not  a  particle 
stronger  than  I  am  justified  in  using.  Every  one,  who  thinks  at 
all,  sees  and  feels  the  truth  of  this ;  but  here  is  the  weak  side 
of  a  popular  government.  The  laws  are  enforced  by  means  cf 
public  virtue,  and  public  virtue,  like  private  virtue,  is  very  frail. 
We  all  are  willing  enough  to  admit  the  last,  as  regards  our 
neighbours  at  least,  while  Jiere  seems  to  exist,  in  most  minds,  a 
species  of  idolatrous  veneration  for  the  common  sentiment,  as 
sheer  a  quality  of  straw,  as  any  image  of  a  lover  drawn  by  the 
meet'  heated  imagination  of  sixteen." 

"  Tou  surely  do  not  disregard  public  opinion,  Tom,  or  set  it 
down  as  unworthy  of  all  respect !" 

"  Sj  no  HiGanB ;  if  ■jim  mean  that  opinion  which  ia  the  rwali 
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of  deliberate  judgment,  and  Las  &  direct  connection  with  our  reli- 
pon,  moralH,  and  manners.  That  is  a  public  opinion  to  wliicb 
we  oil  ought  to  defer,  when  it  is  fairly  made  up,  and  has  been 
distinctly  and  independently  pronounced ;  most  eapeciallj  when 
it  comes  from  high  quarters,  and  not  from  low.  But  the  wuntry 
a  full  of  aimulatfid  public  opinion,  in  the  first  place,  and  it  is  not 
always  easy  to  tell  the  ialse  from  the  true.  Yes,  the  country  ia 
fiiil  of  what  I  shall  call  an  artificial  public  opinion,  that  has  bfon 
got  up  to  effect  a  purpose,  and  to  that  no  wise  man  will  defer  )f 
he  can  help  it.  Now,  look  at  our  scheme  of  adraini'Jtfl.nng  jus- 
tice. Twelve  men  taken  out  of  the  bosom  of  the  community, 
by  a  species  of  lottery,  are  set  apart  to  pronounce  on  your  for- 
tune, or  mine  —  nay,  to  utter  the  fearful  words  of  'guilty,'  or 
'  not  guilty.'  All  the  necessaries  of  this  plan,  as  thfty  exist  here, 
make  against  its  success.  In  the  first  place,  the  jurors  are  paid, 
and  that  just  enough  to  induce  the  humblest  on  the  list  to  serve, 
and  not  enough  to  induce  the  educated  and  intelligent.  It  is  a 
day-labourer's  wages,  and  the  day-labourer  will  be  most  likely  to 
profit  by  it.  Men  who  are  content  to  toil  for  seventy-five  cents 
a  day  are  very  willing  to  serve  on  juries  for  a  dollar ;  while  those 
whose  qualifications  enable  them  to  obtain  enough  to  pay  their 
fines,  disregard  the  penalty,  and  stay  away." 

"  Why  is  not  an  evil  aa  flagrant  as  this  remedied  ?  I  should 
think  the  whole  bar  would  protest  ag^nst  it." 

"With  what  result?  Who  cares  for  the  ba*?  Legislators 
alone  can  change  this  system,  and  men  very  diflferent  from  those 
who  are  now  sent  must  go  to  the  legislature,  before  one  is  found, 
honest  enough,  or  bold  enough,  to  get  up  and  t«U  the  people 
they  are  not  all  fit  to  be  trusted.  No,  no ;  this  is  not  the  way 
of  the  hour.  We  have  a  cycle  in  opinioa  to  make,  and  it  may 
be  that  when  the  round  is  fairly  made,  men  may  come  back  to 
^wi  eens^,  and  perceive  the  necessity  of  fencing  in  justico  \ty 
xma  of  the  useful  prorisioiis  that  we  are  now  so  libenlly  Am*- 
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mg  away.  To  tell  you  the  truth,  Ned,  the  state  is  submitting  to 
the  influence  of  two  of  the  eilliest  motives  that  can  govern  men  — 
ultra  eonMerratiam,  and  ultra  progress;  the  one  holding  hack, 
often,  to  preserve  that  which  ia  not  worth  keeping ;  and  the  other 
'going  ahead,'  aa  it  is  termed,  merely  for  the  sake  of  boasting 
of  their  onward  tendencies.  Neither  course  is  in  the  least  suited 
to  the  actual  wants  of  society,  and  each  ia  pernicious  in  its  way." 

"It  is  thought,  however,  that  when  opinion  thns  struggles 
with  opinion,  a  healthful  compromise  is  made,  iu  which  society 
finds  its  advantage." 

"  The  cant  of  mediocrity,  depend  on  it,  Ned.  In  the  first  place, 
there  ia  no  compromise  about  it;  one  side  or  the  other  gains  the 
victory ;  and  aa  success  is  sustained  by  numbers,  the  conquerors 
push  their  advantages  t«  the  utmost.  They  think  of  their  own 
grosser  interests,  their  passions  and  prejudices,  rather  than  of  any 
'  healthful  eompromise,'  as  you  term  it.  What  compromise  is  there 
in  this  infernal  code  ?" — Dnnscomb  was  an  ultra  himself,  in  oppo- 
sition to  a  system  that  has  a  good  deal  of  that  which  is  useful, 
diluted  by  more  that  is  not  quit*  so  good  — "  or  what  in  Hub 
matter  of  the  election  of  judges  by  the  people  ?  As  respects  the 
last,  for  instance,  had  the  tenure  of  office  been  made  'good  be- 
haviour,' there  would  have  been  something  like  acompronfise; 
but,  no — the  conquerors  took  all;  and  what  is  worse,  the  con- 
querors were  actually  a  minority  of  the  voters,  so  easy  is  it 
to  cow  even  numbera  by  political  chicanery.  In  this  respect, 
democracy  is  no  more  infellihle,  than  any  other  form  of  govern- 
ment." 

"  I  confess,  I  do  not  see  how  this  is  shown,  since  the  polls  were 
free  to  every  citizen." 

"The  result  fairly  proves  it.  Less  than  half  of  the  known 
rrajnber  of  the  electors  vot«d  for  the  change.  Now,  it  in  absurd 
to  Buppose  that  men  who  rastly  and  affinnatjvclj  wished  a  nw 
;autitntj<ni  would  staynr^frNn  lliepoQB." 
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''  IVTorc  sn,  than  to  euppoee  that  they  trho  did  not  wish  it, 
would  stay  away,   too?" 

"More  ao;  and  for  this  reaaon.  Thousanda  fancied  it  uselesB 
to  stom  the  current  of  what  they  fancied  a  popular  movement, 
md  were  passive  in  the  matter.  Any  man,  of  an  estenaiTe  . 
acquaintance,  may  easily  count  a  hundred  such  idlers.  Then  a 
good  many  stood  on  their  legal  rights,  and  refused  to  vote,  be- 
cause the  manner  of  producing  the  change  was  a  palpa}>le  viola^ 
lion  of  a  previous  contract;  the  old  constitution  pointing  out  the 
manner  in  which  the  instrument  could  be  altered,  which  was  not 
the  mode  adopted.  Then  tens  of  thousands  voted  for  the  new 
constitution,  who  did  not  know  anything  about  it.  They  loved, 
change,  and  voted  for  change's  sake;  and,  possibly,  with  some- 
vagnc  notion  that  they  were  to  be  benefited  by  making  the  insti-- 
tutious  as  popular  as  possible." 

"And  is  not  this  the  truth  ?  Will  not  the  ma^  be  all  the 
better  off,  by  escrcisiug  as  much  power  as  they  can  ?" 

"No;  and  for  the  simple  reason  that  masses  cannot,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  exercise  more  than  a  very  limited  power.  YoUj 
yourself,  for  instance,  one  of  the  mass,  cannot  exercise  this  very 
power  of  choosing  a  judge,  as  it  ought  to  be  exercised,  and  of 
course  are  liable  to  do  more  barm  than  good." 

"  The  deuce  I  cannot  I  Why  is  not  my  veto  as  good  as  your 
own?  or  that  of  any  other  man?" 

"For  the  simple  reaaon,  that  you  are  ignorant  of  the  whole 
matter.  Ask  yourself  the  question,  and  answer  it  like  an  honest 
man :  would  you  —  could  you,  with  the  knowledge  you  posaest^ 
lay  your  finger  on  any  man  in  this  community,  and  say,  '  I  make 
you  a  judge?'" 

,  "Tes ;  my  finger  would  be  Iwd  on  you,  in  a  minute," 

"  Ah,  JJ'ed,  that  will  do,  aa  a  friend;  bnt  how  would  i*;  do  X' 
^  j'odiiaous  selection  of  a  judge  you  do  not  know?  Ion  ax» 
Ignorant  of  the  law,  ^d  must.  neccBBaiily  be  i^oraot  of  tfa& 
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qunlifications  of  auy  particuJar  person  to  be  an  interpreter  of  it. 
What  is  true  of  jou,  is  equally  true  of  a  vast  majority  of  those 
who  are  now  the  electors  of  our  judges." 

"  I  am  not  a  little  surprised,  Tom,  fo  hear  j/ou  talk  In  thiB 
way;  for  you  profess  to  be  a  democrat!" 

"  To  the  extent  of  giying  the  people  all  power,  in  the  lagt 
resort  —  all  power  that  they  can  intelligently  and  usefully  use; 
but  not  to  the  extent  of  permitting  them  to  make  the  laws,  to 
execute  the  laws,  and  to  interpret  the  laws.  All  that  the  people 
want,  is  sufficient  power  to  secure  their  liberties,  which  is  simply 
Buch  a  state  of  things  aa  shall  secure  what  is  right  between  man 
and  man.  Now,  it  is  the  want  of  this  all-important  security,  in 
a  pnctical  porat  of  view,  of  which  I  complain  Rely  in  if,  Ned, 
thp  people  gua  nothing  by  exercising  an  authonty  that  they  do 
not  kntw  h  w  ti  turn  to  good  accoimt  It  were  far  better  for 
Ihem,  and  for  the  sfite,  to  confinf  themsehes  to  the  choice  of 
general  agpnts  of  whose  characters  they  may  know  something, 
and  then  confide  all  other  powers  to  servants  appo'n  ed  by  h  se 
named  by  these  agents,  holiling  ;J1  alike  to  a  rigid  p  n  b  3  y 
As  for  the  judges,  they  will  soon  take  decided  pa  j  h  a  tei^ 
and  men  will  as  blindly  accuse,  and  as  blindly  d  f  nd  h  m 
as  they  now  do  their  other  leading  partisans.  ^\  h  be  w  n 
the  bench  and  the  jury-box,  we  shall  shbrtly  enjoy  a  legal  pan- 
demonium." 

"  Yet  there  are  those  who  think  the  trial  by  jury  is  the  palla- 
dium of  our  liberties." 

Dunscomb  laughed  outright,  for  he  recollected  his  conversa- 
tion with  the  young  men,  which  we  have  already  related.  Then 
Buppressing  his  risible  propensity,  he  continued  gravely — 

"Yes,  one  or  two  papers,  well  fee'd  by  this  young  wotoan's 
tpare  eaah,  might  do  her  more  good  than  any  service  I  can  ren- 
der her.  I  dare  say  the  accounts  now  published,  or  soon  to  be 
published,  will  leave  a  strong  bias  ag&inst  her." 
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"  Why  not  fee  a  reporter  as  well  as  a  lawyer,  eh,  Tom  ?  Tliera 
IB  no  great  difference,  as  I  can  see." 

"  Yes  you  can,  aod  will,  too,  as  soon  as  you  look  into  tlie 
matter  A  lawyer  is  pad  for  a  known  and  authoriaed  assistance, 
and  tke  public  recognises  in  Lim  one  engaged  in  the  interests  of 
his  client,  and  aiicepts  Lis  sUteincnts  and  cSorts  accordingly 
But  the  conductor  of  a  public  journal  sets  up  a  claim  to  ateicl 
impartiality,  in  his  Tcry  profession,  and  should  tell  ui  thing  but 
what  he  believes  tfl  be  true,  neithei  invenlmg  norsupprtssiag  In 
his  facts,  he  is  merely  the  publisher  of  a  record ;  m  bi3  reason- 
ing, a  judge;  not  an  advocate." 

The  doctor  now  kughud,  in  bis  turn,  and  well  bo  might;  few 
men  being  so  ignorant  as  not  to  understand  how  far  removed 
from  all  this  are  mcst  of  those  who  control  the  public  journals. 

"After  all,  it  is  a  treiueudous  power  to  confide  to  irresponsible 
men !"  he  exclaimed. 

"  That  it  is,  and  there  is  nothing  among  ua  that  so  completely 
demonstrates  bow  far,  very  far,  the  public  mind  is  in  the  rear  of 
the  facts  of  the  country,  than  the  blind,  reckless  manner  in 
which  the  press  is  permitted  to  tyrannize  over  the  community,  in 
the  midst  of  all  our  hosannas  to  the  Goddess  of  Liberty.  Be- 
cause, forsooth,  what  is  termed  a  free  press  is  useful,  and  has 
been  useful  in  curbing  an  irresponsible,  hereditary  power,  in 
other  lands,  we  are  just  stnpid  enough  to  think  it  is  of  equal 
importance  here,  where  no  such  power  exists,  and  where  aU  that 
remains  to  be  done,  is  t<i  strictly  muntain  the  eqaal  rights  of  all 
dasses  of  citizens.  Did  we  understand  ourselves,  and  our  own 
real  wants,  not  a  paper  should  be  printed  in  the  state,  that,  did 
not  make  a  deposit  to  meet  the  legal  penalties  it  might  incur  by 
the  abuse  of  its  trust.  This  is  or  was  done  in  France,  the  country 
of  all  others  that  best  respects  equality  of  rights  in  theory,  if  ncl 
in  praotioe !" 

"  ITott  surely  would  not  place  cestriotaons  on  the  press !" 
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"I  would  though,  and  very  severe  reistrictions,  as  salutaiy 
uhecka  on  the  inuuense  power  it  wields.  I  would,  for  instance, 
forhid  tie  publieation  of  any  statement  whatever,  touching  par- 
tics  in  the  courts,  whetiier  in  civil  or  crimitial  cases,  pending  the 
actions,  thitt  the  public  mind  might  not  be  tinted,  by  design. 
Give  the  right  to  publish,  and  it  will  he,  and  is  abused,  and  that 
moat  flagrantly,  to  meet  the  wishes  of  corruption.  I  tell  you, 
Ned,  aa  soon  as'  you  make  a  trade  of  news,  you  create  a  Htock 
maxket  that  will  have  its  rise  and  fall,  under  the  impulses  of  fear, 
faJsehood,  and  favour,  just  like  your  money  transactions.  It  is 
a  perversion  of  tic  nature  of  things,  to  make  of  news  mote  than 
a  simple  statement  of  what  has  actually  oceurred.'' 

"It  is  Buri-ly  natural  to  he  '" 

"  That  is  it,  ind  this  is  the  very  reason  we  should  not  throw 
eslraordinarj  protection  amund  a  thousand  tongues  which  fjiealc 
by  means  of  typ^,  that  we  do  not  give  to  the  natural  member. 
The  lie  that  is  told  by  the  press  is  ten  thousand  times  a  lie,  in 
comparison  with  that  which  issues  from  the  mouth  of  man." 

"  By  George,  Tom,  if  I  had  your  views,  I  would  see  that  some 
of  this  strange  young  woman's  money  should  be  used  in  sustwn- 
ing  her,  by  means  pf  the  agents  yon  mention  1" 

"  That  would  never  do.  This  is  one  of  the  cases  in  which 
'want  of  principle'  has  an  ascendancy  over  'principle.'  The 
upright  man  cannot  consent  to  use  improper  instruments,  while 
the  dishonest  fellows  seize  on  them  with  avidity.  So  much  the 
greater,  therefore,  is  the  necessity  for  the. law's  watching  the 
iuteresta  of  the  first  with  the  utmost  jealousy.  But,  unfortu- 
nately, we  run  away  with  the  sound,  and  overlook  the  sense  of 
things." 

We  have  rehited  this  conversation  at  a  length  which  a-eert(un 
class  of  our  readers  will  probably  find  tedious,  but  it  is  necessary 
(o  a  right  comprehension  of  various  features  in  the  picture  we 
*ro  about  t^i  draw.  'Arihe"Stitg*a  Hetid  (be  IHemfa  stopped  to 
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let  the  borges  blow,  and,  wh  1  h  an  mals  w  e  ocliag  tJiein- 
selves  under  the  care  of  Sicph  n  H  f  AI  Brua  a  acliinan,  the 
gentlemen  took  a  short  wait    n  tli    h  ml  \.t  several  points, 

aa  they  moved  along,  thej  e  h  arJ  the  bj  f  f  the  murdera 
alluded  ta,  and  bhw  divers  n  w  jjap  n  lli  1  aiiis  of  sundiy 
individuals,  who  were  eag  Ij  pe  u.  n^,  ac<M  u  t  f  the  same 
events ;  sometimes  by  themselvea,  but  oficner  to  gruupa  of  atteu- 
The  travellers  were  now  so  near  town  aa  to  Le 
within  ita  mor.il,  not  to  say  physical,  atmosphere  — 
being  little  more  than  a  subui'b  of  New  I'urk.  On  their  rchirn 
to  the  inn,  the  doctor  stopped  under  the  shed  to  look  at  his 
horsey  before  Stephen  checked  thum  up  again,  previously  ta  a 
tresh  start.  Stephen  was  neither  an  Irishman  nor  a  black ;  but 
n.  Tcgular>  old-fashioned,  Manhattanncsc  coachman ;  a  claHS  apart, 
and  of  whom,  in  the  confusion  of  tongues  that  pen^ades  that 
modern  Babel,  a  fur  ^lill  iimim,  like  m  inumtat-.  of  tlie  past, 
scattered  along  the  Appian  Way 

"How  do  your  horses  stand  thi,  heat  Stephen^"  the  doctor 
kindly  enquired,  alwijs  =peiking  of  the  leasts  as  if  they  were 
the  property  of  tht,  eodchnnn,  and  not  of  himself  "  Pill  looks 
aa  if  he  htd  been  well  warmed  this  morning  "_ 

"  Tes,  sir,  he  takes  it  somewhat  hotter  than  Poleus,  in  the 
spring  of  the  year,  is  i  gineral  thing  Pill  vi!l  vork  famously, 
if  a  body  viU  only  give  him  his  feed  m  yhit  I  calls  a  genteel 
vay;  but  thera  'ere  country  taverns  his  nothing  nice  about  'em, 
not  even  a  clean  manger;  and  a  town  horse  that  is  accustomed 
to  a  sweet  stable  and  proper  company,  won't  stand  up  to  the  rack 
aa  he  should  do,  in  one  of  their  holes.  Now,  Poleua  I  calls  a 
gineral  feeder;  it  makes  no  matter  vith  him  vhether  he  is  at 
jome,  or  out  on  a  farm  —  he  finishes  his  oats;  but  it  isn't  so 
vith  Pill,  sir — his  stomach  is  delicate,  and  the  horse  that  don't 
get  hifl  proper  food  rill  sweat,  summer  or  vinter." 

"  I  sometimes  think,  Stephen,  it  might  be  l^etter  to  take  them 
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both  off  their  oats  for  a  few  days,  and  let  blood,  perhaps ;  they  say 
that  the  fleam  is  an  gnod  for  a  horse  as  the  lancet  is  for  a  man." 

"Don't  think  on't,  sir,  I  beg  of  you'  I'm  surp  they  haa 
doetor-itufF  in  their  names,  not  to  crowd  'em  down  yifh  any 
more,  jist  as  Ta]Tn»\'eathcr  is  a  settin'  in.  Oats  is  physic  enough 
for  a  horse,  and  vhen  the  creaturs  vants  anything  more,  sir,  jist 
leave  'em  to  me.  I  knows  as  peculiar  a  drench  as  ever  vaa 
■poured  down  a  yheeler*'*  throat,  vithout  troublin'  that  academy 
in  Barclay  street,  vlipre  so  many  genflpmen  goes  two  or  three 
Smes  a  veck,  and  vhere  (hey  do  say,  so  many  goes  in  as  never 
Mmes  out  whole." 

^'"WeJl,  Stephen,  I'll  not  interfere  with  your  treatment,  for  1 
eonfesB  to  very  little  knowledge  of  the  diseases  of  horses.  What 
have  you  got  in  the  paper  there,  that  I  see  you  have  been 
reading?" 

"  Vhy,  sir,''  answered  Stephen,  scratciiing  hia  head,  "  it 's  all 
about  our  affair,  up  yonder." 

"'Our  affair !  Oh  !  jou  mcau  the-  inijuest,  and  the  murder. 
Well,  %that  does  the  paper  say  ahout  it,  Hoof  f" 

"  It  says  it 's  a  most  '  thrilling  a'count,'  sir,  and  an  '  awfiil 
tragedy* ;  and  it  yondcra  yhat  young  vomen  is  a  coming  to,  next. 
I  am  pretty  much  of  the  same  vay  of  thinking,  sir,  myself." 

"  YoU'  are  in  the  habit  of  thinking  very  much  as  the  news- 
j)apers"do,  are  you  not,  Stephen  ?"  asked  Dunseomh. 

"Veil,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  you've  hit  it!  There  ia  an  onao- 
countable  resemblance,  like,  ia  our  thoughts^  I  hardly  ever  set 
down  to  read  a  paper,  that,  afore  I  've  got  half  vay  through  it,  I 
find  it  thinTcing  just  as  I  do !  It  puzzles  me  to  know  how  them 
tiiat  writes  for  these  papers  finds  out  a  body's  thoughts  so  veil !" 

"They-  have  a  way  of  doing  it ;  but  it  is  too  long  a  story  to  go 
»Ver  now.  80  (his  paper  has  something  (a  say  about  our  young 
HWBUtn,  has  it,  Slcjdien  ?  and  it  mentians  the  Biberry  business  ?" 

"A  good  deal,  'Squire;  uid  -fhat  I  oJIs  good  sense,  too 
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Vhy,  gentlemen,  vbat  ehail  we  all  come  (o,  if  young  gala  of 
Bfteen  can  knock  us  in  the  head,  matched,. like,  or  in  pairs,  killing 
a  whole  team  at  one  blow,  and  then  set  fire  to  the  atabks,  and 
bum  us  up  to  our  anatomies?" 

"  Fifteen !  Does  your  account  say  that  Miss  Monson  is  only 
fifteen.  Hoof?" 

" '  Slic  appears  lo  be  of  the  fender  age  of  fifteen,  and  is  of 
cxtr'omaij  personal  attractions.'  Them  'a  the  werry  vords,  air  j 
but  perhaps  you'd  like  to  read  it  yourselves,  gentlemen?" 

Aa  Stephen  made  this  remark,  he  very  civilly  offered  the 
journal  to  Dunscomb,  who  took  it;  but  was  not  disposed  to  drop 
the  oonversation  just  then  to  read  it,  though  his  eye  did  glance 
at  the  article,  aa  be  continued  the  subject.  This  waa  a  habit 
with  him;  his  clerks  often  saying,  he  could  carry  the  ch^na  of 
arguments  of  two  subjects  in  his  mind  at  the  same  moment.  Hia 
present  object,  was  to  ascertain  from  this  man  what  might  be  the 
popular  feeling  in  regard  to  his  client,  at  the  place  they  had  just 
left,  and  the  scene  of  the  events  themselves. 

"What  is  thought  and  said,  at  Biberry,  among  those  widi 
whom  you  talked,  Stephen,  concerning  this  matter?" 

"  That  it 's  a  most  awful  ewent,  'Squire !  One  of  the  werry 
torat  that  has  happened  in  these  werry  vicked  times,  sir.  I  heard 
one  gent!eman  go  over  all  the  murders  that  baa  taken  place  about 
York  during  these  laat  ten  years,  and  a  perdigioua  sight  on  'em 
there  vaa;  so  many,  that  I  began  to  vender  I  vasn't  one  of  the 
wictims  myself;  but  he  counted  'em  off  on  his  fingers,  and  made 
this  out  to  be  one  of  the  werry  vorst  of  'em  all,  sir.  He  did, 
mdeed,  air." 

"Waa  he  a  reporter,  Stephen?  one  of' the  persons  who  aw 
sent  out  by  the  papers  to  collect  news?" 

"I  believe  he  vaa,  sir.  Quite  a  gentleman;  and  vith  solnb. 
Ihihg  lo  aay  to  all  he  met.  He  often  came  out  to  the  stables, 
und  hatl  a  long  eonwereation  vith  as  poor  a  feller  as  I  be." 
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"  I'ray,  what  could  he  have  to  say  to  you,  St«pLeii  ?"  do- 
manded  the  doctor,  a.  little  gravely. 

"  Oh !  lota  of  tilings,  sir.  He  began  by  praising  the  horses, 
und  astiiig  their  names.  I  give  him  my  names,  sir,  not  i/ourn ; 
for  I  thought  he  might  get  it  into  pnnt,  someliow,  that  Dr. 
McBrain  calls  his  coach-horaes  after  his  phjoie.  Pill  and  Poleus" 
— "Bolus,"  was  the  real  appellation  that  the  owner  had  been 
pleased  to  give  this  beast;  but  na  Stepheu  fincied  lie  word  had 
some  connection  with  "  pole-horae,  ht,  chose  to  pronounce  it  ae 
written — "  Yes,  1  did  n't  visli  your  nimai  to  gtt  into  the  papers, 
sir;  and  BO  I  told  him  'Pill  vas  called  'Marygoold,'  and 
'Poleus,'  '  Dandelion.'  He  pnrmiBed  ^.u  irtick  about  'em,  air; 
and  I  ^ve  him  the  ages,  blood,  aires,  jnd  dims,  of  both  tlie 
beauties.  He  told  me  he  thcught  the  namos  delightful;  and 
I'm  in  hopes,  sir,  you'l!  give  up  i/ount    irler  all,  and  lake  to 


"  We  shall  see.     And  he  promised  an  article,  did  he  ?" 

"  Yes,  sir,  quite  wolunUry.  I  tnow'd  that  the  horses  could  n't 
boi  outdone,  and  told  him  aa  much  aa  that ;  for  I  thought,  as  the 
subject  vas  up,  it  might  be  as  veil  to  do  'em  all  thg  credit  I 
could.  Perhaps,  vhen  they  gets  to  be  too  old  for  vork,  you 
might  viflh  to  part  vith  'em,  sir,  and  then  a  good  newspaper 
character  could  do  'em  no  great  harm." 

Stephen  was  a  particularly  honest  feJlow,  as  to  things  in  gene- 
ral; but  he  had  the  infirmity  which  seems  to  be  so  general  among . 
men,  that  of  a  propensity  to  cheat  in  a  transfer  of  horae-flesh. 
Dunscomb  was  amused  at  this  eshibition  of  character,  of  which 
he  had  seen  so  much  in  his  day,  and  felt  disposed  to  follow  it  up. 

"  I  believe  you  hpd  some  difEcullj  in  choosing  one  of  the 

horses,  Stephen"  —  McBrain  commissioned  his  coachman  to  do 

%]1  the  bargaining  of  this  sort,  ^d  bad  never  lost  a  cent  by  his 

'  ooufidence — "Pill,  I  think  it  was,  that  didn't  brmg  as  good  a 

ehantcter  as  he  might  have  done  ?" 
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"Beg  jeur  pardon,  'Squire,  'twas  n't  he,  but  Marjgiwld, 
Vhy,  tlie  thing  vaa  this :  a  gentleman  of  the  church  had  bought 
Marygoold  lo  go  in  a  buggy;  but  soon  yanted  Uj  pa-t  vith  him, 
'oause  of  his  shjin'  in  single  harness,  vhioh  frightened  his  vife, 
a>  hf  said.  Now,  all  the  difficulty  vaa  in  this  one  thing ;  not 
that  I  cared  at  all  about  the  ereatur'B  shyin*,  vhich  vas  no  great 
mntter  in  double  harness,  you  know,  sir,  and  a  body  could  soon 
ooai  him  out  of  the  notion  on  it,  by  judgematical  drivin' ;  but 
the  difficulty  vas  here — if  the  owner  of  a  horse  owned  so  much 
Rg'in  his  character,  there  must  be  a  great  deal  behind,  that  a 
feller  must  find  out  aa  veil  as  he  could.  I  've  know'd  a  foun- 
dered animal  put  off  under  a  character  for  shyin'." 

''And  the  owner  a  clergyman,  Stephen?" 

"  Perhaps  not,  sir.  But  it  makes  no  great  matter  in  tradin' 
horses^  church  and  the  vorld  is  much  of  a  muchneas." 

"  Did  that  reporting  gcntlem.^n  ask  any  questions  concerning 
the  owner,  as  well  aa  concerning  the  horses?" 

"Vby,  yea,  sir;  vhen  he  vaa  done  vith  the  animals,  he  did 
make  a  few  obserwationa  about  the  doctor.  He  vanted  to  know 
if  he  vas  married  yet,  and  vhen  it  vaa  to  happen ;  and  how  much 
I  thought  he  might  be  vorth,  and  how  much  Mra.  Updjke  vaa 
co;mted  for;  and  if  there  vaa  children;,  and  vhich  house  the 
family  vas  to  live  in;  and  vhere  he  should  keep  the  slate,  artei 
the  veddin'  had  coine  off;  and  how  much  the  doctor's  practice 
vaa  vorth ;  and  vhether  he  vas  vhig  or  locj ;  aud,  most  of  all,  he 
vanted  to  know  vhy  he  and  you,  sir,  should  go  to  Biberry  aboat 
this  murder." 

"Wbat  did  you  tell  him,  Stephen,  in  reference  to  the  last?" 

"Vhat  could  I,  sir?  I  don't  know,  myself  I've  druv'  tie 
lootor  often  and  often  t«  see  them  that  has  died  soon  arter  our 
wiat;  but  I  never  druv'  him,  afore,  to  wiait  the  dead.  That 
gentleman  aeemed  to  think  he  vaa  much  mistaken  about  the 
skeletons;  but  it 's  all  in  the  paper,  sir." 
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On  heajing  this,  Dunsconib  quiclilj  turned  to  the  columns  of 
the  journal  again,  and  was  soon  reading  their  contents  aloud  to 
his  friend  j  in  the  meantime,  Stephen  set  Marjgoold  and  Dan- 
delion in  motion  once  more. 

The  account  was  much  as  Dunscomb  expected  to  find  it ;  so 
nr.tten  aa  to  do  no  possible  good,  while  it  might  do  a  great  deal 
of  harm.  The  intention  was  to  feed  a  morbid  feeling  in  tbc  -vul- 
gar for  exaggerated  accounts  of  the  shocking — tlie  motive  being 
gain.  Anything  that  would  sell,  was  grist  for  this  mill;  and  the 
more  marvellous  and  terrible  the  history  of  the  event  could  be 
made,  the  greater  waa  the  success  likely  to  be.  The  allusions  to 
Mary  Monsun  were  managed  with  a  good  deal  of  address ;  for, 
while  there  was  a  seeming  respect  for  her  rights,  the  reader  was 
left  to  infer  that  her  guilt  was  not  only  beyond  a  question,  bnt 
of  the  darkest  dye.  It  was  while  reading  and  commenting  on 
these  articlesj  that  the  carnage  entered  Broadway,  and  soon  set 
Dunscomb  down  at  his  own  door.  There  the  doctor  left  it; 
choosing  to  walk  aa  far  as  Mrs.  Updyke's,  rather  tiiHi  ^vo 
Stephen  more  materials  for  the  reporter. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

"Then  nraia  wiia  fcr  &  parlj; 
Then  all  wore  for  the  slale; 
Then  the  j;rpat  man  help'd  the  poor, 
And  the  poor  man  lov'd  the  great : 
Then  lands  were  fnirty  portion'd; 

Then  spoils  were  fairly  Bold; 

The  Rnmans  wore  like  brothers 

In  the  brave  days  of  old." 

Macaulay. 

[r  has  I)ecn  said  that  Jobn  TVilmeter  was  .left  by  his  uncle  at 
Bibeny,  to  look  after  the  welfare  of  their  strange  client.  John. 
or  Jack,  as  he  was  commonly  called  by  his  familiars,  including 
his  pretty  .sister,  was  in  the  main  a  very  good  fellow,  though  tat 
from  being  free  from  the  infirmities  to  which  the  male  portion 
of  the  human  family  are  subject,  when  under  the  age  of  thirty. 
He  was  frank,  manly,  generous,  disposed  to  think  for  himself, 
and  what  ia  aomewhat  unusual  with  his  countrymen,  of  a  tem- 
perament that  led  him  to  make  np  his  mind  suddenly,  and  was 
not  to  be  easily  sw.iyed  by  the  notions  that  might  he  momentarily 
floating  about  in  the  neighbourhood.  Perhaps  a  little  of  a  spirit 
of  opposition  to  the  feeling  that  was  so  rapidly  gaining  bead  in 
Biberry,  inclined  him  to  fake  a  warmer  interest  in  the  dngular 
female  who  stood  charged  with  such  enormous  crimes,  than  he 
might  otherwise  have  done. 

The  instroctJona  left  by  Mr.  Dnnacomb  with  his  nephew,  also 
gftve  the  latter  some  uneasineBs.     In  the  first  place,  they  had 
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been  very  ample  and  thouglitful  oa  the  subject  of  the  prisoner's 
comforts,  which  Lad  been  seen  to  in  a  way  that  is  hj  no  meana 
common  in  a  gaol.  Money  had  been  used  pretty  freely  in  effect- 
ing this  object,  it  is  true ;  but,  out  of  the  large  towns,  money 
passes  for  much  less  on  such  occasions,  in  America,  than  in  moat 
other  countries.  The  people  are  generally  kind-hearted,  and 
aonaiderate  for  the  wants  of  others ;  and  fair  words  will  naually 
lo  quite  as  much  as  dollars.  Dunseomb,  however,  had  made  a 
Tcry  judicious  application  of  both,  and  beyond  the  confinement 
tad  lie  fearful  nature  of  the  charges  brought  ngainst  her,  Mary 
Monaon  had  very  little  to  complain  of  in  her  situation. 

The  part  of  his  instructions  which  gave  John  "Wilmetcr  most 
uneasiness,  which  really  vexed  him,  related  to  the  prisoner's  in- 
aocence  or  guilt.  The  uncle  distrualed ;  the  nephew  was  all 
confidence.  While  the  first  had  looked  at  the  circumstances 
coolly,  and  was,  if  anything,  leaning  to  the  opinion  that  there 
might  be  truth  in  the  charges  j  the  last  beheld  in  Mary  Monson 
an  attractive  young  person  of  the  other  sex,  whose  innocent 
countenance  was  the  pledge  of  an  innocent  soul.  To  John,  it 
was  preposterous  to  entertain  a  charge  of  this  nature'against  one 
BO  singularly  gifted. 

"I  should  as  soon  think  of  accusing  Sarah  of  such  dark 
offences,  as  of  accu.sing  this  yoiinglady!"  exclaimed  John  to  his 
friend  Michael  Millington,  while  the  two  were  taking  their  break- 
fast next  day.  "  It  is  preposterons— wicked — monstrous,  to  sup- 
pose that  a  young,  educated  female,  would,  or  could,  commit  such 
orimes !  Why,  Mike,  she  understands  French  and  Italian,  and 
Spanish;  and  I  think  it  quit«  likely  that  she  can  also  read  Qef 
vaaa,  if,  indeed,  she  cannot  speak  it  I" 

I  "  How"  do  you  know  tlus  7  —  Has  she  been  making  a  display 
of  her  knowledge?" 

"Not  in  the  least -—it  «11  ^»ine  ont  as  nataially  as  pasaible. 
-tfteaeked  £)r  some  of  harowti  books  to  read,  and' when  .the; 
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tun.  brought  to  her,  I  found  that  she  had  selected  works  in  all 
four  i,f  these  languagns.  I  was  quite  ashamed  of  my  own  igno- 
rance, T  can  assure  jou;  which  amouTits  to  no  more  tlian  a 
sraattei.ng  of  French,  in  the  lace  of  her  Spanish,  Italian  and 
Oerman !" 

"Poh!  \  shoiddn't  have  minded  it,  in  the  least,"  Michael 
vijy  coolly  .«pEed,  his  month  being  ha!f-fuil  of  beefeteak.  "  The 
grls  lead  us  in  such  things,  of  course.  No  man  dreams  of  keep- 
ing up  with  a  young  lady  who  has  got  inio  the  living  languages. 
Miss  Wilmeter  might  teach  us  both,  and  laugh  at  our  ignorance, 
in  the  bargain." 

"  Sarah  !  Ay,  lihe  is  a  good  enough  girl,  in  her  way  —  hut  na 
more  (o  be  compared "• 

Jack  Wilmeter  stopped  short,  for  Millington  dropped  Lis  knife' 
with  not  a  little  clatter,  on  his  plate,  and  wna  gjiing  at  his  fi^end 
in  a  sort  of  fierce  astonishment. 

"  You  do  n't  dream  of  comparing  your  sister  to  this  unknown^ 
and  suspected  sfiangur !"  at  length  Ulichael  got  out,  speaking: 
veiy  much  like  one  whose  head  has  been  held  under  water  until, 
his  breath  was  nearly  exhausted.  "  You  ought  to  recollect, 
John,  that  virtue  should  never  be  brought  unnecessarily  in  con- 
tact with  vice," 

"  Mike,  and  do  j-ou,  too,  believe  in  the  guilt  of  Mary  Monson  ?" 

"  I  believe  that  she  is  committed  under  a  verdict  given  by  an 
inquest,  and  think  it  bwt  to  suspend  my  opinion  as  to  the  main. 
Ewt,  in  waiting  for  further  evidence,  Eemeniber,  Jack,  how 
often  your  uncle  has  told  us  that,  after  all,  good  witnesses  wers 
the  gist  of  the  law.  Let  us  wait  and  see  what  a  Idal  may  bring; 
forth." 

Young  Witmeter  covered  hia.  face  with  his  hands,  bowed  his- 
head  to  the  table,  and  ate  not  another  morsel  that  morning. 
Hia  good  sense  admonished  him  of  the  prudence  of  the  advice 
jnat  ^ven;  while  feetinga,  iinpetoouB,  tmd  exdted  almost  la 
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fierceness,  impelled  him  to  go  forth  and  war  on  all  who  denied 
the  innocence  of  the  accused.  To  own  the  truth,  John  Wilmetei 
was  last  becoming  enta.ngled  in  the  meshes  of  love. 

And,  sooth  to  say,  notwithstanding  the  estreme  awkwardness 
of  her  situation,  the  angry  feeling  that  was  so  fast  risitig  up 
against  her  in  Biberry  and  its  vicinity,  and  the  general  mysferv 
that  concealed  her  real  name,  character  and  history,  there  was 
that  about  Mary  Monson,  in  her  countenance,  other  personal  ad- 
rantiiges,  and  most  of  all  in  her  manner  and  voice,  that  might 
well  catch  the  fancy  of  a  youth  of  waim  feelings,  and  through 
his  fancy,  sooner  or  later,  touch  his  heart.  As  yet,  John  waf 
only  under  the  i;illuence  of  the  new-born  sentiment,  and  had  he 
now  been  removed  from  Biberry,  it  'is  probable  that  the  feelings 
and  interest  which  had  been  so  suddenly  and  powerfully  awa^ 
kened  in  him  would  have  passed  away  altogether,  or  remaned 
in  shadow  on  hia  memory,  as  a  melancholy  and  yet  pleasant 
record  of  houre  past,  under  circumstances  in  which  men  live  fast, 
if  they  do  not  always  live  .well.  Little  did  the  uncle  think  of 
the  great  danger  to  which  he  exposed  hia  nephew,  wheu  lie 
placed  him,  like  a  sentinel  in  law,  on  duty  near  the  portal  of  his 
immured  client.  But  tie  esperieneed  Ihinscomb  was  anxious  Iti 
bring  John  into  active  life,  and  to  place  him  in  situations  thai 
might  lead  him  to  think  and  execute  for  himself;  and  it  had  beep 
much  his  practice,  of  lale,  to  put  the  young  man  forward,  when 
ever  circuraatiinces  would  admit  of  it.  Although  the  counsello. 
was  more  than  at  his  ease  in  fortune,  and  John  and  Sarah  each 
possessed  very  respectable  means,  that  placed  them  altogether 
above  dependence,  he  was  exceedingly  anxious  that  hia  nephew 
should  succeed  to  his  own  business,  as  the  surest  mode  of  secur- 
bg.  hia  happiness  and  respectability  in  a  community  where  tho 
number  of  the  idle  is  relatively  so  email. as  to  render  the  pursuits 
of  a  cjass  that  is  by  no  means  without  its  uses,  where  it  can  be 
made  to  serve  the  taetee  tmd  mannets  of  a.  country,  di&nlt  ef 
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ritainment.  He  liad  the  same  desii-e  in  behalf  of  his  niece,  w 
that  nhe  should  become  the  wife  of  a  man  who  had  something  to 
io;  and  the  cireumstapeo  that  Millington,  though  of  higlil/ 
reputable  connectiona,  waa  almost  entirely  without  fortune,  was 
no  objection  in  his  eyes  to  the  union  that  Siuah  was  m  obviouslj 
Ineliaed  to  form.  The  two  young  men  had  been  l.'ft  on  tin' 
ground,  therefore,  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  a  client  whoni 
Dunscomh  was  eompellcd  to  admit  waa  one  that  interested  him 
more  than  any  other  in  whose  aerviccB  he  had  ever  been  em- 
ployed, stroagly  as  he  was  dispoaed  to  fear  that  appearances 
might  be  deceitful. 

Our  young  men  were  not  idle.  In  addition  to  doing  all  that 
was  in  their  power  to  contribute  lo  tte  personal  oomforta  of  Slisa 
Monson,  they  were  active  and  intelligent  in  olttiuaing,  and 
making  notes  of,  all  tlie  facts  that  had  been  drawn  out  by  the 
coroner's  inquest,  or  which  could  be  gleaned  in  the  neighboui*- 
hood.  These  laets,  orruniours,  John  classed  into  the  "prneJ," 
(ie  "reported,"  the  "probable"  and  the  "improbable;"  accom- 
panying each  division  with  such  annotatioua  as  made  a  very  use- 
ful sort  of  brief  for  any  one  who  wished  to  push  the  inquiries 
farther. 

"  There,  Millington,"  he  said  when  they  reached  the  gaol,  on 
their  return  from  a  walk  as  far  as  the  ruins  of  the  house  which 
had  been  burnt,  and  after  they  had  dined,  "there;  I  think  we 
have  done  tolerably  well  for  one  day,  and  are  in  a  fair  way  to  give 
uncle  Tom  a  pretty  full  account  of  this  miserable  business.  The 
more  I  see  and  ieaj'u  of  it,  the  more  I  ain  convinced  of  the  perfect 
mnocence  of  the  accused.  I  truat  it  strikes  you  in  the  same 
ifay,  Mike?" 

But  Mike  waa  by  no  means  as  sanguine  as  his  fiiend.  .  He 
•miled  faintly  at  this  question,  and  endeavoured  to  evade  a  direct 
ujBwer.  He  saw  how  lively  were  the  hopes  of  Tom,  and 
Itew  dt«^y  his  feelings  nets  getting  ta  be  interested  in  the 
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matter,  while  his  own  judgment,  influenced,  perhaps,  by  Mr. 
Dunscomb's  esample,  greatly  inclined  him  to  the  worat  forebod. 
jug  of  the  result,  Stiil  he  had  an  honest  satisfacfion  in  saying 
anything  that  might  contribute  to  the  gratification  of  Sarah's 
brother,  and  a  good  opportunity  now  offering,  he  did  not  let  it 
escape  him. 

"  There  is  one  thing,  Jack,  that  aeema  to  have  been  strangely 
overlooked,"  he  said,  "and  out  of  which  some  advantage  may 
come,,  if  it  be  thoroughly  sifted.  You  may  remember  it  was 
Stated  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  that  there  was  a  Goniiau  woman 
ID  the  family  of  the  Goodwins,  tlie  day  that  preceded  the  fire  — 
one  employed  in  housework?" 

"  Now  you  mention  it,  I  do  !  Sure  enough ;  what  has  be- 
come of  that  woman?" 

"  While  you  were  drawing  your  diagi'am  of  the  ruins,  and 
projecting  your  plan  of  the  out-buildings,  garden,  fields  and  so 
on,  I  stepped  across  to  tie  nearest  house,  and  had  a  chat  with 
the  ladies.  You  may  remember  I  told  you  it  was  to  get  a  drink 
of  milk ;  but  I  saw  petticoats,  and  thought  Bomcthing  might  be 
learned  from  woman's  propensity  to  talk?" 

"  I  know  you  left  me,  but  was  too  busy,  just  then,  to  see  on 
what  errand,  or  whither  you  went." 

"  It  was  to  the  old  stone  fiirm-house  that  stands  only  fifty  rods 
from  the  ruins.  Tte  family  in  possession  is  named  Burton,  and 
a  more  talkative  set  I  never  encountered  in  petticoats." 

"How  many  had  you  to  deal  with,  Mike?"  John  enquired, 
running  his  oyea  over  his  notes  as  he  asked  the  question,  in  a 
way  that  showed  how  little  he  anticipated  from  this  interview 
with  the  Burtons.  "  If  more  than  one  of  the  garrulous  set  ] 
pi^  you,  for  I  had  a  specimen  of  (hem  yesterday  morning  myseli, 
in  k  passing  interview." 

"There  wei;e  three  talkers,  and  one  silent  body.  As  is  usual, 
[  thought  that  the  silent  member  of  the  house  knew  more  than 
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the  speakers,  if  she  had  Ijeen  inoliiied  to  let  out  her  know- 
ledge." 

"  Ay,  that  ia  a  way  we  have  of  judging  of  one  another;  but  it 
Ib  as  ol^u  lalse  as  true.  As  many  persons  are  eilent  because 
they  have  nothing  to  say,  as  because  they  are  reflecting;  and  of 
those  who  look  very  wise,  about  one-haif,  aa  near  as  I  can  judge, 
look  so  as  a  sort  of  apalogy  for  being  very  silly." 

"  I  can't  say  how  it  waa  with  Mrs.  Burton,  the  silent  member 
of  the  family,  in  this  case ;  but  I  do  know  that  her  three  worthy 
Mstcrs-in-law  are  to  be  classed  among  the  foolish  virgins," 

"  Had  tiiey  no  oil  to  trim  their  lamps  withal  ?" 

"It  had  all  been  used  to  render  their  tongues  Dmber.  N^ever 
did  three  damsels  pour  out  words  in  so  full  a  rivulet,  as  I  waa 
honoured  with  for  the  first,  five  minutes.  By  the  end  of  that 
time,  I  waa  enabled  to  put  a  question  or  two ;  after  which  they 
were  better  satisfied  to  let  me  interrogate,  while  they  wci'e  iion- 
Uinl  to  answer." 

"Did  you  leai'n  anyfliing,  Mike,  to  reward  you  for  all  this 
troubled"  again  glancing  at  his  notes. 

"I  think  I  did.  With  a  good  deal  of  difGculty  in  eliminating 
the  surplussage,  if  I  may  coin  a  word  for  the  occasion,  I  got  these 
&cte :  —  It  would  seem  that  the  XiJermau  woman  was  a  newly- 
arrived  immigrant,  who  had  strolled  into  the  country,  and  offered 
to  work  for  her  food,  &c.  Mrs.  Goodwin  usually  attended  to  all 
her  own  domestic  matters;  but  she  had  an  attack  of  tie  rheuma- 
tiara  that  predisposed  her  to  receive  this  offer,  and  that  so  much 
the  more  willingly,  because  the  '  help'  waa  not  to  be  paid.  It 
appears  that  the  deceased  female  waa  an  odd  mixture  of  miserly 
propensities  with  a  love  of  display.  She  hoarded  all  sSe  cook] 
lay  her  hands  on,  and  took  a  somewhat  uncommon  pleasure"  in 
Bhowing  her  hoards  to  her  neighbours.  In  consequence  of  this 
lurt  weakness,  the  whole  neighbourhood  knew  not  only  of  her 
p>ld,  fi>r  she  turned  every  coin  into  th&t  met&l,  before  it  ma 
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consigned  in  her  etocking;  but  of  the  amount  to  a  dollar,  ahi 
the  place  where  she  kept  it.  In  this  all  agreed,  even  tc  the 
alent  matron.'' 

"And  what  has  become  of  this  German  woman  ?"  aalied  John, 
doang  his  notes  with  sudden  interest.  "  Why  was  she  not  er- 
smined  before  the  inquest  ?  and  where  is  she  now  ?" 

"  No  one  knows.  She  has  been  missing  e¥er  since  the  flro 
and  a  few  fancy  that  she  may,  after  all,  be  the  person  who  baa 
done  the  whole  mischief.  It  does  wear  a  strange  look,  that  no 
trac«  ean  be  heard  of  her!" 

"  This  must  be  looked  into  closely,  Mike.  It  is  unaccountably 
Btrange  that  more  was  not  said  of  her  before  the  coroner.  Vet, 
I  fear  one  thing,  too.  Dr.  McBraJn  is  a  man  of  the  highest 
attainments  as  an  anatomist,  and  you  will  remember  that  he 
inclines  to  the  opinion  that  both  the  skeletons  belonged  to 
females.  Now,  it  may  turn  out  that  this  German  woman's 
remains  have  been  found;  which  will  put  her  guilt  out  of  the 


"  Surely,  Jack,  you  would  not  be  sorry  to  have  it  turn  out 
that  any  human  being  should  be  innocent  of  such  crimes !" 

-"By  no  means;  though  it  really  does  seem  to  me  more  pro- 
bable that  an  unknown  straggler  should  be  the  guilty  one  in  this 
caae,  than  an  educated  young  female,  who  has  every  claim  in  the 
vmy  of  attainments  to  be  termed  a  lady.  Besides,  Michael,  these 
German  immigrants  have  brought  more  than  their  share  of  crime 
among  us.  Look  at  the  reports  of  murders  and  robberies  for  the 
last  ten  years,  and  you  will  find  that  an  undue  proportion  of  them 
have  been  committed  by  this  class  of  immigrants.  To  me,  no- 
thing appeara  more  probable  than  this  affair's  being  traced  up  to 
tha^  very  woman." 

"  I  own  you  are  right,  in  saying  what  you  do  of  the  Germans. 
Bat  it  should  be  remembered,  that  some  of  their  states  are  said 
to  have  adopted  the  policy  of  sending  their  rogues  to  America. 
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[f  England  were  to  attempt  that,  now,  I  fancy  Jonathan  would 
hardly  stand  it  I" 

"  He  ought  not  to  stand  it  for  an  hour,  from  any  nation  on 
earth.  If  there  ever  was  a  good  cause  for  war,  this  ia  one.  Yea, 
yes ;  tliat  German  immigrant  must  he  looted  up,  and  examined." 

Michael  Millington  smiled  faintly  at  John  Wilmeter'a  dis- 
position to  helieve  the  worst  of  the  High  Ihitch;  touching  tha 
frailties  of  whom,  however,  neither  of  the  two  had  exaggerated 
anything.  Far  mote  than  their  share  of  fJie  grave  crimes  of  this 
country  have,  within  the  period  named,  been  certainly  committod 
by  immigrants  from  Germany;  whether  the  cause  be  in  the 
reason  given,  or  in  national  character.  This  is  not  according  to 
ancient  opinion,  hut  we  believe  it  to  be  strictly  according  to  feet. 
The  Irish  are  clannish,  turbulent,  and  much  disposed  te  knock 
ea<!h  other  on  the  headj  but  it  is  not  to  rob,  or  to  pilfer,  but  to 
quarrel.  The  Englishman  will  pick  jour  pocket,  or  commit  bur- 
glary, when  inclined  to  roguery,  and  frequently  he  has  a  way  of 
his  own  of  extorting,  in  the  way  of  vw!s.  The  Frenchmen  may 
well  boast  of  their  freedom  from  wrongs  done  to  persons  or  pro- 
perty in  this  country;  no  class  of  immigrants  furnishing  to  tlte 
prisons,  comparatively,  fewer  criminals.  The  natives,  out  of  all 
proportion,  are  freest  from  crime,  if  the  blacks  be  excepted,  and 
when  we  compare  the  number  of  the  convicted  with  the  numhor 
of  the  people.  Still,  such  results  ought  not  to  be  taken  as  fur- 
nishing absolute  rules  by  which  to  judge  of  large  bodies  of  men ; 
unce  unsettled  lives  on  tJie  one  hand,  and  the  charities  of  life 
on  the  other,  may  cause  disproportions  tliat  would  not  otherwise 
exist. 

If  one  of  these  skeletons  be  that  of  the  German  woman,  and 
Dr.  McBrMn  should  prove  to  be  right,"  said  John  Wilmeter, 
earnestly,  "what  has  become  of  the  remains  of  Mr.  Goodwin? 
Ihere  was  a  husband  as  well  as  a  wife,  in  that  family." 

"Very  true,"  answered  Millington;  "  and  I  learned  something 
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eoneeniing  him,  too.  It  seems  that  the  old  fellow  Jraiik  inttnaely. 
at  times,  when  he  and  Lis  wife  made  the  house-  too  hot  to  holj 
them.  All  the  Burtons  agreed  in  giving  this  account  of  the 
good  couple  The  feiliog  wa.s  not  generally  known,  and  had  not 
yet  gone  bo  far  as  to  affect  the  old  man's  general  character,  thoug'h 
it  would  seem  to  have  been  known  to  the  immediate  neighhpurs." 

"And  not  one  word  of  all  this,  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  the 
reporte  in  (he  papers  from  town  !  Not  a  particle  of  testimony  on 
the  point  before  the  inquest !  Why,  Mike,  this  single  fact  may 
furnish  a  clue  to  the  whole  catastj'ophe." 

"  In  what  way  ?"  Millington  very  quietly  enquired. 

"Those  bones  are  the  bones  of  females;  old  Goodwin  has 
robbed  the  bouse,  Bet  fire  to  it,  murdered  his  wife  and  the  Ger- 
man womnn  in  a  drunken  frolic,  and  run  away.  Here  is  a  his- 
tory for  Uncle  Tom,  that  will  delight  him;  for  if  he  do  not  feel 
quit*  certain  of  Mary  Monson'a  innocence  now,  he  would  he  de- 
lighted to  learn  ita  truth !" 

"  You  make  much  out  of  a  very  little,  Jack,  and  imagine  ia 
more  than  you  can  prove.  Why  should  old  Goodwin  set  fire  to 
his  own  house — for  I  understand  the  property  was  his — steal  his 
own  money  —  for,  though  married  women  did  then  hold  a  sepa- 
rate esfat«  in  a  bed-quilt,  or  a  gridiron,  the  law  could  not  touch 
the  previous  accumulations  of  a  feme  covert*  —  and  murder  a. 
poor  foreigner,  who  could  neither  give  nor  take  away  anything 
that  the  building  contained  ?  Then  he  is  to  burn  his  own  house, 
and  make  himself  a  vagrant  in  his  old  age — and  that  among 
BtrangersI  I  learn  he  was  bom  in  that  very  house,  and  hag 
passed  hia  days  in  it.  Such  a  man  would  not  be  very  likely  to 
destroy  it." 

"Why  not,  to  conceal  s  murder?  Crime  must  be  concealed, 
fnr  it  is  punished." 

"Sometimes,"  returned  Michael,  drily.  "This  Bfaij  Mw*- 
Km  will  be  hanged,  oat  of  all  question,  should  the  cas«  go  agaiiurt 


losldLlpRoOt^lc 


THE     WAYS     OP     THE     HOUR,  105 

iior,  for  ahe  understanda  French,  and  Italian,  and  German,  tou 
Bay;  either  of  which  tongues  would  be  sufficient  to  hang  her; 
but  had  old  Mrs.  Goodwin  murdered  her,  phiJanthropj  would 
have  been  up  and  stirring,  and  no  rope  would  be  stretched." 

"  Millington,  jou  have  a  way  of  taUting,  at  times,  that  is  quite 
ehocking  1  I  do  wish  you  could  correct  it.  What  use  is  there 
in  bringing  a  young  lady  like  Miss  Monson  down  to  the  level  of 
A  common  criminal  f" 

"  She  will  be  brought  down  aa  low  as  that,  depend  on  it,  if 
guilty.  There  is  no  hope  for  one  who  bears  about  her  person, 
in  air,  manner,  speech,  and  deportment,  tjie  unequivocal  signs  of 
a  lady.  Our  sympathies  are  all  kept  for  tliose  who  are  less  set 
apart  from  the  common  herd.  SympafJiy  goes  by  majorities,  aa 
weil  aa  other  matters." 

"  You  think  her,  at  all  events,  a  lady  ?"  said  John,  quickly, 
"  How,  then,  can  you  suppose  it  possible  that  she  has  been  guilty 
of  tie  crimes  of  which  she  stands  accused?" 

"  Simply,  because  my  old-fashioned  father  baa  given  me  old- 
faahioned  notions  of  the  meanin_g  of  terms.  So  tbin-skinned 
haYC  people  become  lately,  that  oven  language  must  be  perverted 
to  gratify  their  conceit.  The  terms  'genlJemau'  and  '  lady'  have 
as  defined  meanings  as  any  two  words  we  possess  —  signifying 
persona  of  cultivated  minds,  and  of  certain  refinements  in  tastes 
and  manners.  Morals  have  nothing  to  do  with  either,  neces- 
sarily, as  a  'gentleman'  or  'lady'  may  be  very  wicked;  nay, 
often  are.  It  is  true  there  are  particnlar  acts,  partaking  of  mean-  ' 
nesses,  rather  than  anything  decidedly  criminal,  that,  by  a  con- 
vention, a  gentleman  or  lady  may  not  commit ;  but  there  are  a 
tundred  others,  that  are  far  worse,  which  are  not  prohibiled.  It 
19  unlady-like  to  talk  scandal ;'  but  it  is  not  deemed  always  un- 
lady-like  to  ^ve  grounds  to  scandal.  Here  is  a  bishop  who  hb 
Utely  been  defining  &  gentleman,  and,  as  usually  happens  with 
taeii  men,  unless  they  were   originally  on  &  level  with  theii 
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dioceses,  he  describes  a.  'Christian,'  rather  than  a  'gentleman.' 
This  notion  of  mating  cOBVerfs  by  means  of  enlisting  our  vanitj 
and  self-love  in  the  cause,  is  but  a  weai  one,  at  the  best." 

"  Cerlaiuly,  Mike ;  I  agree  with  you  in  the  main.  Aa  large 
classes  of  polished  people  do  exist,  who  have  loose  enough  notions 
of  morale,  there  ought  to  be  terms  to  designate  them,  aa  a  class, 
as  well  aa  to  give  any  other  name,  when  we  have  the  thing. 
Use  has  applied  those  of  'gentlemen'  and  'ladies,'  and  I  can  see 
no  sufficient  reason  for  changing  them." 

"It  comes  wholly  from  the  longings  of  hmnan  vanity.  Aa  a 
certain  distinction  is  attached  to  the  term,  everybody  is  covetous 
of  obtaining  it,  and  all  sorts  of  reasoning  is  resorted  to,  to  drag 
them  into  the  categories.  It  would  be  the  same,  if  it  were  a 
^uud  of  distinction  to  liave  but  one  ear.  But  tLis  distinction 
will  be  very  likely  to  make  things  go  hard  with  our  client,  Jack, 
if  the  jiiry  say  'guilty'." 

"  The  jury  never  can  —  never  will  render  such  a  verdiet !  I 
do  not  think  the  grand  jury  will  even  return  a  hill.  Why  should 
they  ?    The  testimony  would  n^t  convict  an  old  state-prison-bird." 

Michael  Millington  smiled,  a  little  sadly,  perhaps — for  John 
Wilmeler  was  Sarah's  only  brother — bnt  he  made  no  reply,  per- 
ceiving that  an  old  negro,  named  Sip,  or  Seipio,  who  lived  about 
the  jail  by  a  sort  of  sufferance,  and  who  had  now  been  a  volun-' 
tary  adherent  of  a  place  that  was  usually  so  unpleasant  to  men 
of  his  class  for  many  years,  was  approaching,  aa  if  he  were  the 
bearer  of  a  message.  Sip  waa  an  old-school  black,  grey-headed, 
and  had  seen  move  than  his  three-score  years  and  t«n.  No 
wonder,  then,  that  hia  dialect  partook,  in  a  considerable  degree, 
of  the  peculiarities  that  were  once  so  marked  in  a  Manhattan 
"iliggcr."  Unlike  his  brethren  of  Uie  present  day,  he  was  eour- 
leay  itself  to  all  "gentlemen,"  while  his  respect  for  "common 
folks"  waa  a  good  deal  more  equivocal.  But  chiefly  did  the  old 
man  despise  "yaller  fellers;"  these  be  regarded  as  a  moagt«' 
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race,  who  could  neither  aspire  to  tlie  pure  complexion  of  lie  Gir- 
eassian  stock,  nor  lay  claim  to  the  glistening  dye  of  Africa. 

"Mrs.  Gott,  sbe  want  to  see  mBsser,"  said'Scipio,  bowing  to 
Jolin,  grinning — for  a  negro  seldom  loses  his  teeth — and  turning 
civilly  to  Millingtou,  with  a  respectful  inclination  of  a  head  that 
WIS  as  white  as  snow.  "Yea,  sah;  she  want  t«  see  masser,  sooti 
as  conbe'nent;  and  soon  aa  he  can  come." 

Now,  Mrs.  Gott  was  the  wife  of  the  sheriff,  and,  alas !  for  the 
dignity  of  the  office !  the  aheriff  was  the  keeper  of  the  county  gaol. 
This  is  one  of  tlie  fruits  bom  on  the  wide-spreading  branches  of 
the  tree  of  democracy.  Formerly,  a  New  York  sheriff  bore  a 
strong  resemblance  to  his  English  namesake.  He  was  one  of  the 
county  gentry,  and  executed  the  duties  of  his  office  with  an  air 
and  a  manner ;  appeared  in  court  with  a  sword,  and  carried  with 
his  name  a  weight  and  an  authority,  that  now  are  nearly  wanting. 
Such  men  would  scarcely  become  gsolers.  But  that  universal 
root  of  all  evil,  the  love  of  money,  made  the  discovery  that  there 
was  profit  to  be  had  in  feeding  the  prisoners,  and  a  lower  claaa 
of  men  aspired  to  the  offices,  and  obtained  them ;  since  which 
time,  more  than  half  of  the  aheriffe  of  New  York  have  been  their 
own  gao 

"Do  y  k  w  why  M  a.  Gott  wishes  to  see  me,  Scipio?"  de- 
manded Wdn 

"lb  h  d      e  young  woman,  aa  murdera  ole  Masser 

Goodwin  and  h    w       a.k  her  to  send  for  masaer." 

This  wa.  p  n  n  ugh  and  it  caused  Jack  a  severe  pang;  for 
it  ahowed  h  w  n  lua  ly  and  unapitfingly  the  popular  mind 
had  mad  up  s  n  n  n  touching  Mary  Monson's  guiit.  There 
was  no  time  t«  be  lost,  however;  and  the  young  man  hastened 
towards  the  building  to  which  the  gaol  waB  attached,  both  atand- 
ing  quite  near  lie  court-house.  In  the  door  of  what  was  hef 
dwelling,  for  the  time-being,  atflod  Mre.  Gott/  the  wife  of  the 
high  sheriff  .(rf  the  county,  and  the  only  person  in  all  Bibenj 
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who,  as  it  appeared  to  John,  entertained  his  own  opioions  of  the 
innocence  of  the  accnscd.  But  Mrs.  Gott  was,  hy  nature,  a  kind- 
hearted  woman ;  and,  though  bo  flagrantly  out  of  place  in  her 
uuit*d  charaetere,  was  just  such  a  person  aa  ought  to  have  (he 
charge  of  tho  female  department  of  a  prison.  Owing  to  the  con- 
stant changes  of  the  democratic  principle  of  rotation  in  office, 
one  of  the  moat  impudent  of  all  the  devices  of  a  covetous  envy, 
this  woman  had  not  many  months  before  come  out  of  the  bosom 
of  society,  and  had  not  seen  enough  of  the  ways  of  her  brief 
and  noTcl  situation  to  haye  lost  any  of  those  qualities  of  her  sex, 
such  as  extreme  kindnens,  gentleness  of  disposition,  and  feminine 
feeling,  that  are  anything  but  uncommon  among  the  women  of 
America.  In  many  particulars,  she  would  have  answered  the 
imaginative  bishop's  description  of  a  "lady;"  but  she  would 
have  heen  sadly  defieient  in  some  of  the  requisites  that  the 
opinions  of  the  w<irid  have  attached  to  the  character.  In  these 
last  particulars,  Mary  Monson,  as  compared  with  this  worthy 
matron,  was  like  a.  being  of  another  race;  though,  as  respect? 
the  first,  we  shall  refer  the  reader  to  the  events  to  be  hereafter 
related,  that  he  may  decide  the  question  according  to  his  own 
judgment. 

"  Mary  Monson  has  sent  for  you,  Mr.  Wilmeter,"  the  good 
Mrs  Gott  commenced,  in  a  low,  confidential  sort  of  tone,  as  if 
she  imagined  that  she  and  John  were  the  especial  guardians  of 
this  unknown  and  seemingly  ill-fated  young  woman's  fortunes. 
"She  is  wonderfully  resigned  and  patient — a  great  deal  more 
patient  than  I  should  be,  if  I  was  obliged  to  live  in  this  gaol  — 
that  is,  on  the  other  side  of  the  strong  doors;  but  she  told  mc. 
an  hour  ago,  that  she  is  not  sure,  after  all,  her  imprisonment  is 
not  the  very  best  thing  that  could  happen  to  her  !" 
■  "That  was  a  strange  remark  I"  returned  John.  "Did  she 
mftkc  it  under  a  show  of  feeling,  as  if  penitenoe,  oi  any  other 
tMog  emotion,  induced  her  to  utter  it  f" 
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"  With  as  sweet  a  smile,  as  composed  a  manner,  and  as  gentle 
iind  soft  a  voice  aa  a  body  ever  sees,  or  listens  to !  What  a  won- 
derfiilly  soft  and  musical  voice  she  has,  Mr.  WJlmeter!" 

"  She  has,  indeed.  I  was  greatly  stniek  with  it,  the  moment 
I  heard  her  speat.  How  much  like  a  lady,  Mrs.  Gott,  she  uses 
it — and  how  correct  and  well-pronounced  are  her  words  1" 

Althout^h  Mrs.  Gott  and  John  Wilmeter  had  very  different 
pdeas,  at  the  bottom,  of  the  requisites  to  form  a  lady,  and  the 
ponunciation  of  the  good  woman  was  by  no  means  faultless,  she 
cordially  atsenled  to  the  truth  of  the  young  man's  eulogy.  In- 
deed, Moiy  IMonson,  for  the  hour,  was  her  great  theme;  Mid,, 
though  still  d  young  woman  herself,  and  good  looking  withal, 
she  really  seemed  never  tp  tire  of  uttering  her  praises. 

"  She  has  been  educated,  Mr.  Wilmetcr,  fiir  above  any  female 

hereabout,  unless  it  may  be  some  of  the s  and a," 

the  good  woman  continued.  "  Those  families,  you  know,  are  our 
npper  crust  —  not  upper  ten  thousa,nd,  as  the  newspapers  oall  it, 
but  upper  hundred,  and  their  ladies  may  know  as  much  as  Mary; 
but,  beyond  Ihem,  no  female  hereabouts  can  hold  a  candle  to  her ! 
Her  books  have  been  brought  in,  and  I  looked  them  over — there 
is  n't  more  than  ono  in  three  that  I  can  road  at  all.  What  is 
more,  they  do  n't  seem  to  be  all  in  one  twngue,  the  foreign  books, 
but  in  three  or  four!" 

"  She  certainly  has  a  knowledge  of  several  of  the  living  lan- 
guages, and  an  accurate  knowledge,  too.  I  know  a  little  of  such 
things  myself,  but  my  friend  Millington  is  quite  strong  in  boUti 
the  living  and  dead  Languages,  and  he  says  that  what  she  knows- 
she  knows  well." 

"That  is  comforting — for  a  young  lady  that  can  speak  so. 
many  different  tongues  would  hardly  think  of  robbing  and  mur- 
dering two  old  people,  ia  their  beds.  Well,  sir,  perhaps  you  had 
better  go  to  the  door  and  see  her,  though  I  oould  stay  here  and. 
talk  about  her  all  day-  Pmy  Mr,  Wilmeter,  which  of  the'  h» 
(uageB  is  really  dead?"  '.->  , 
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John  smiled,  hut  civilly  enlightened  the  sheriff's  lady  on  this 
point,  and  then,  preceded  hy  her,  he  went  to  the  important  door 
which  separated  tho  dwelling  of  the  family  from  the  rooms  of  the 
gaol.  Once  opened,  an  imperfect  communication  is  obtained 
with  the  inferior  of  the  last,  hy  means  of  a  grating  in  an  inner 
door.  The  gaol  of  Dukes  county  is  a  recent  construction,  and  ia 
built  on  a  plan  that  is  coming  much  into  favour,  though  still 
wanting  in  the  highest  proof  of  civilization,  by  sufficiently  sepa- 
rating criminals,  and  in  treating  the  accused  with  a  proper  degree 
of  consideration,  until  the  verdict  of  a  jury  has  pronounced  them 
guilty 

The  construction  of  this  gao!  was  very  simple.  A  strong,  low, 
oblong  buildmg  had  been  erected  on  a  foundation  so  filled  in 
with  stones  as  to  render  digging  nearly  impossible.  The  floors 
were  of  large,  maH''ive  stones,  that  ran  across  the  whole  bnilding 
a  distance  of  some  thirty  feet,  or  if  there  were  joiata,  they  were 
under  the  partition  walls,  rendering  them  as  secure  fta  if  solid. 
The  cells  were  not  large,  certainly,  but  of  sufficient  size  to  admit 
of  light  and  air.  The  ceilings  were  of  the  same  enormous  flat 
stones  as  the  floors,  well  secured  by  a  load  of  stones,  and  heams 
to  brace  them,  and  the  partitions  were  of  solid  masonry.  There 
the  prisoner  is  encased  in  atone,  and  nothing  can  he  more  hope- 
less than  an  attempt  to  get  out  of  one  of  these  cells,  provided  the 
gaoler  gives  even  ordinary  attention  to  their  condition.  Above 
and  aroiind  them  are  erected  the  outer  walls  of  the  gaol.  The 
last  comprise  an  ordinary  stone  house,  with  roof,  windows,  and 
the  other  customary  appliances  of  a  human  abode.  As  these 
walla  stand  several  feet  without  those  of  the  real  prison,  and  are 
somewhat  higher,  the  latter  are  an  imperium  in  impeTlo ;  a  house 
within  a  house.  The  space  between  the  walls  of  the  two  build- 
ings forms  a  gallery  extending  around  all  the  eella.  Iron  grated 
gatea  divide  the  several  parts  of  this  galleiy  into  so  many  com- 
partments, and  in  the  gaol  of  Biberry  care  hai  been  had  so  to 
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arrange  these  subdivisiona  that  those  within  any  oue  compartment 
may  be  concealed  from  those  iu  all  of  the  others,  but  the  two 
that  immediately  join  it.  The  breezes  are  admitted  by  means  of 
the  external  windows,  while  the  height  of  the  ceiling  in  the  gal- 
leries, and  the  space  above  the  tops  of  the  cells,  contribute  largely 
ti3  comfort  and  health  in  this  important  particular.  As  the 
doors  of  the  cells  stand  opposite  to  the  windows,  the  entire  gaol 
uui  be,  and  usually  is,  made  airy  and  light.  Stoves  iu  the  gal- 
leries preserve  the  temperature,  aud  effectually  remove  all  dis- 
agreeable moisture.  In  a  word,  the  place  is  as  neat,  convenient, 
and  decent  its  the  gaol  of  convicts  need  ever  t»  he;  but  the  proper 
sort  of  distinction  is  not  attended  to  between  thorn  and  those  who 
are  merely  accused.  Oar  civilization  in  this  respect  is  defective. 
While  the  laud  is  filled  with  senseless  cries  against  an  aristocracy 
which,  if  it  exist  at  all,  exiits  ici  the  singular  predicament  of  being 
fiir  less  faTOured  than  the  democracy,  involving  a  contradiction 
in  terms;  against  a  feudality  that  codsiste  in  meu'is  having  bar- 
gained to  pay  their  debts  in  chickens,  no  one  ^.oinplaining  in 
behalf  of  those  who  have  entered  into  contracts  to  do  the  same  iu 
wheat;  and  against  rerit,  while  usury  is  not  only  smiled  on,  but 
encouraged,  and  efforts  are  made  to  legalize  extortion ;  the  public 
mind  is  quiet  on  the  subject  of  the  b'eatment  of  those  whom  fho 
policy  of  government  demands  should  be  kept  in  securit}'  unlal 
their  guilt  or  innocence  be  established.  What  reparation,  under 
such  eircumstances,  can  be  made  to  him  to  whom  the  gates  are 
finally  opened,  for  having  been  incarcerated  on  charges  that  are 
groundless  r  The  gaols  of  the  Christian  world  were  first  con- 
structed by  an  irresponsible  power,  and  to  confine  the  weak.  We 
imitate  the  vices  of  the  system  with  a  cool  indifference,  and  ahoHt 
"  feudality"  over  a  bantam,  or  a  pound  of  butter,  that  are  pakl 
nodar  ocoitracted  covenants  for  rent  I 
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CHAPTm  vn. 

"  Sir,  this  13  the  houee  ;  please  il  yoo,  that  I  call  ?' 

Taming  if  Ae  Shmll, 

TnE  graml  window  wh  li  John  ^\  iln  et  r  n  w  approached,  com- 
manded nearlj  an  entir  v  ew  ot  th  eallerj  that  communicated 
with  the  ell  f  Maiy  M  nson  It  also  comma  ided  a  partial 
view  of  the  cell  tself  As  1  looked  through  the  grates,  he  saw 
how  D  at  anl  ou  fortalle  the  1  t  h-id  1.  ii  m  de  hy  means  of 
Mra.  Grott  h  care  aided  doubtless  hy  son  e  of  the  prisoner's 
money— that  gold  wh  ch  was  n  fa  t  the  strongest  and  only 
very  n  iter  il  (  rcun  stanc  a^amst  her  Mrs  trott  had  put  a 
carpet  n  the  cell  and  1  ers  p  ece^  of  furmtar  that  were  useful, 
.as  well  Ja  two  or  three  that  were  ntended  to  be  ornamental,  ren- 
dering the  otherwise  gloon  \  1  ttle  partmenl  tolerably  cheerfuL 
The  gall  ry  mu  h  to  John  s  surpnse  had  been  furnished,  alsa 
Kecea  of  new  carpet  ng  we  e  la  d  on  the  flage,  hairs  and  table 
had  been  provided,  and  among  other  artiolra  of  this  nature,  waa 
a  very  respecta,ble  looking-giaes.  Everything  appeared  new,  and 
BB  if  just  sent  from  the  different  shops  where  the  various  artieles 
were  sold.  Wilmeter  fancied  that  not  less  than  a  hundred  dollars 
had  been  expended  in  furnishing  that  gaJlery.  The  effect  was 
Rorprimng)  taking  away  from  the  place  its  chilling,  jaiMike  nJr, 
■ad  giving  to  it,  what  it  had  never  possessed  before,  one  of  house- 
hold comfort. 

Mat;  MonsoD  was  walking  to  and  fro,  in  this  gallery,  with 
AitVf  thoughtful  steps,  her  head  a  little  bowodj  and  her  handl 
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haaging  before  her,  with  the  fingers  interloeked.  So  eompletdj 
was  she  lost  in  thought,  that  John's  footstep,  or  presence  at  the 
grate,  was  not  observed,  and  he  had  an  opportunity  to  watch  her 
for  near  a  minute,  unseen  himself.  The  occupation  waa  not 
exactly  exeusable ;  but,  under  all  the  circumstances,  young  Wil- 
BeJer  felt  aa  if  it  might  he  permitted.  It  was  his  duty  to  ascer- 
tain all  he  f^rly  might,  concerning  his  client. 

It  has  already  been  said  that  this  strange  girl,  extraordinary 
by  her  situation  as  a  person  accused  of  crimes  so  heinous,  and 
perhaps  still  more  so  hy  her  manner  of  bearing  up  against  the 
terrors  and  mortifications  of  her  condition,  as  well  as  by  the  mys- 
tery which  so  completely  veiled  her  past  life,  waa  not  a  beauty, 
in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  term.  Nevertheless,  not  one 
female  in  ten  thousand  would  sooner  ensnare  the  heart  of  a 
youth,  by  means  of  her  personal  attractions  alone.  It  was  not 
regularity  of  features,  nor  brilliancy  of  complexion,  nor  lustre  of 
the  eyes,  nor  any  of  the  more  ordinary  charms,  that  gave  her 
this  powers  but  an  indescribable  union  of  feminine  trmts,  in 
which  intellectual  gi^,  spirit,  tenderness,  and  modesty,  were  so 
ningularly  blended,  aa  to  leave  it  questionable  which  had  the 
advantage.  Her  eyes  were  of  a  very  gentle  and  mild  expression, 
when  in  a  state  of  rest;  excited,  they  were  capable  of  opening 
windows  to  the  inmost  soul.  Her  form  was  faultless ;  being 
the  true  medium  between  vigorous  health  and  womanly  delicacy; 
which,  in  this  country,  implies  much  less  of  the  robust  and  solid 
than  one  meets  with  in  the  other  hemisphere. 

It  is  not  easy  t«  tell  how  we  acquire  those  in-and-in  habits, 
which  get  to  be  a  sort  of  second  nature,  and  almo:,t  bestow  on  ug 
new  instincts.  It  is  by  these  secret  sympathies,  these  tastes  that 
pervade  the  moral,  as  the  nerves  form  a  natural  telegraph  through 
Ihe  physical,  system,  that  one  feels  rather  than  sees,  when  he  is 
in  the  company  of  persons  in  his  own  class  in  life.  Dress  will 
not  Kfibrd  an  infallible  test,  on  such  an  ocoafflon,  though  the  daw 
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ia  instailtlj  seen  not  to  be  the  peacock;  neither  will  nrfdresi,  foi 
the  distincttYe  qualities  lie  much  deeper  than  the  surface.  But 
BO  it  is;  a  gentleman  can  hafdly  he  brought  into  flie  company 
of  man  or  woman,  without  his  at  once  perceiving  wielher  he  or 
ehe  belong  to  hia  own  social  caste  or  not.  What  is  more,  if  it 
man  of  the  world,  he  detects  almost  instinctively  the  degrees  of 
icaate,  as  well  as  the  greater  subdivisions,  and  knows  whether  hit 
«tiangc  companions  have  seen  much,  or  little;  whether  their 
gentility  is  merely  the  result  of  the  great  accident,  with  its  cus- 
tomary advantages,  or  has  been  smoothed  over  by  a  liberal  in- 
tercourse with  the  better  classes  of  a  general  society.  Most  of 
all,  may  a  travelled  person  be  known  —  and  that  more  especially 
in  a  provincial  country,  like  our  own  —  from  one  that  has  not 
travelled;  though  the  company  kept  in  other  lands  necessarily 
draws  an  obvious  distinction  between  the  last.  Now,  John  Wil- 
meter,  always  mingling  with  the  best  society  of  his  owo  country, 
had  also  been  abroad,  and  had  obtained  that  "second  sight" 
which  BO  insensibly,  but  eert^hly,  increases  the  vision  of  all 
Americans  who  enjoy  the  advantage  of  acquiring  it.  What  is 
more,  though  his  years  and  the  plans  of  his  uncle  for  his  future 
wetfere,  had  prevented  his  staying  in  Europe  long  enough  to 
receive  all  the  benefit  such  a  tour  can  bestow,  he  had  remained 
hmg  enough  to  pass  beyond  the  study  of  merely  physical 
things;  and  had  made  certain  acquisitions  in  other  matters,  more 
■essential  to  t&stes,  if  not  to  character.  When  an  American  re- 
turns from  an  excursion  into  the  old  world,  with  "  I  come  back 
better  satisfied  tlian  ever  with  my  own  country,"  it  is  an  infallible 
sign  that  he  did  not  stay  long  enough  abroad ;  and  when  ha 
retamH  only  to  find  fault,  it  is  equally  proof  that  he  has  stayed  too 
long.  There  is  a  happy  medium  which  teaches  something  nen' 
Uie  tmtJi^  and  that  would  tell  us  that  there  are  a  thousand  thinf^ 
to  be  amended  and  improved  at  home,  while  there  are  almost  aa 
tumy  anjoysd,  that  tbo  oldest  and  most  polished  pooplo  on  Bartb 
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Diiglit  envy.  John  Wilraeter  had  not  reached  the  point  that 
enabled  him  ki  make  the  nicest  distinctions,  hut  he  was  suffi 
EJeiitly  advanced  to  have  detected  what  he  eonceived  to  be  signa 
that  this  singular  young  creature,  unknown,  unsupported  by  any 
who  appeared  to  take  an  interest  in  her,  besides  himself  and  the 
occidental  acquaintances  formed  under  the  most  painiul  circuin< 
stances,  had  been  abroad;  perhaps,  had  been  educated  there. 
The  regulated  tones  of  one  of  the  sweetest  voices  he  had  ever 
heard,  the  distinctness  and  precision  of  her  utterance,  aa  far  as 
possible  removed  fi-om  mouthing  and  stiffness,  but  markedly 
quiet  and  even,  with  a  total  absence  of  all  the  affectations  of 
boarding-school  grammar,  were  so  mauy  proofs  of  even  a  Euro- 
pean education,  as  he  fancied;  and  before  that  week  was  termi- 
nated, John  had  fully  made  up  his  mind  tliat  Mary  Mouson  — 
though  an  American  by  birth,  about  which  there  could  be  lio 
dispute  —  had  been  well  taught  in  some  of  the  schools  of  the 
old  world. 

This  was  a  conclusion  not  reached  immediately.  He  had  to 
be  fiivourod  with  several  interviews,  and  to  worm  himself  gnidu- 
olly  into  the  confidence  of  his  uncle's  client,  ere  he  could  be 
pennitled  to  see  enough  of  the  subject  of  his  studies  to  form  an 
opinion  so  abstruse  and  ingenious. 

When  Mary  Mouson  caught  a  glimpse  of  John  Wilmeter's 
head  at  her  grate — where  he  stood  respectfully  uncovered,  aa  in 
a  lady's  presence  —  a  slight  flush  passed  over  her  face ;  hut  ex- 
pecting him,  SA  she  did,  she  could  not  well  be  surprised. 

"This  heara  some  resemblance,  Mr.  Wilmefer,  to  an  interview 
m  a  convent,"  she  then  swd,  with  a  sUght  smile,  but  with  per- 
fect composure  of  manner.  "  I  am  the  novice  —  and  novice  am 
t,  indeed,  to  scenes  like  this  —  you,  the  excluded  friend,  who  is 
eompelled  to'  pay  his  visit  through  a  grate !  I  must  apologize  for 
iJI  the  trouble  I  am  giving  yon." 

."  Do  not  name  it  —  I  caauot  be  better  employed  than  in  ytmi 
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behalf.  I  am  rejoiced  that  you  sustain  youraelf  so  well  ag-^lusl 
what  must  be  a  most  unheard-of  ciJamity,  for  one  like  yourself, 
and  cimnot  hut  admire  the  admirable  equanimity  with  which  yoo 
bear  your  cruel  fortune." 

"Equanimity!"  repeated  Mary  with  emphaaia,  and  a  slight 
display  of  intense  feeling,  powerfully  controlled;  "if  it  be  so, 
Mr.  Wilmeter,  it  must  be  from  the  sense  of  security  that  I  feel. 
Yes ;  for  iLe  first  time  in  months,  I  do  feel  myself  safe — secure, '■" 

"  Safe ! — Secure !— What,  in  a  gaol  V ' 

"  Certainly ;  gaols  are  intended  for  places  of  security,  are  they 
not?"  answered  Mary,  smiling,  but  faintly  aud  with  a  gleam  of 
sadness  on  her  face.  "  This  may  appear  wonderful  to  you,  but  I 
do  tfiil  no  more  than  sober  truth,  in  repeating  that,'  for  the  fii-st 
time  in  months,  I  have  now  a  sense  of  security.  I  am  what  you 
call  in  the  hands  of  the  law,  and  one  there  must  be  safe  from 
everything  but  what  the  law  can*do  to  her.  Of  that  I  have  no 
serious  apprchenaons,  and  I  feci  happy." 

"  Happy !" 

"  Yes;  by  comparison,  happy.  I  t«ll  you  this  the  more  will- 
ingly, for  I  plainly  see  you  feel  a  generous  interest  in  my  wel- 
fare—  an  interest  which  exceeds  that  of  the  counsel  in  his 

"A  thousand  times  exceeds  it.  Miss  Monson  ! — Nay — ia  not 
to  be  named  with  it!" 

"  I  thank  you,  Mr.  Wilmeter — from  my  heart  I  thank  you, ' ' 
returned  the  prisoner,  a  slight  flush  passing  over  her  features, 
while  her  eyes  were  oast  towards  the  floor.  "  I  believe  you  are 
one  of  strong  feelings  and  quick  impulses,  and  am  grateful  that 
these  have  been  in  my  favour,  under  circumstances  that  might 
well  have  excused  you  for  thinking  the  worst.  From  the  hinla 
of  this  kind  woman,  Mrs.  Gott,  I  am  afraid  that  tie  opinion  of 
Biberry  is  less  consoling?" 

*'  You  must  know  how  it  is  in  couutiy  villages,  Miss  MonsoD, 
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—  every  one  baa  sometliing  to  say,  aad  every  one  briags  all 
tilings  down  to  the  level  of  his  own  knowledge  and  under 
standing." 

Mary  Mon son  smiled,  again;  this  time  more  naturally,  and 
ffithout  any  painfiil  expression  to  lessen  the  hright  influeoce 
thai  lighting  up  of  her  features  gave  to  a  countenaaee  so  remark- 
tble  for  its  appearance  of  illumination  from  within. 

"  Is  not  such  the  case  in  towns,  as  well  as  in  villages,  Mr. 
Wilraet«r?"  she  asked. 

"Perhaps  it  is — but  I  mean  that  the  circle  of  knowledge  ia 
mote  confined  in  a  place  like  this,  than  in  a  large  town,  and  that 
the  people  here  could  not  well  go  heyond  it." 

"  Biherry  is  so  near  New  York,  that  I  should  think,  taking 
class  against  class,  no  great  difference  can  be  found  in  their  in- 
habitants. That  which  the  good  folk  of  Biherry  think  of  my 
ease,  I  am  afrmd  will  he  thought  of  it  by  those  of  your  own 

"  My  own  town  ?  —  and  we  you  not  really  from  New  York, 
Miss  MonsonF" 

"In  no  manner,"  answered  JIary,  once  more  smiling;  this 
time,  however,  because  she  understood  how  modesUy  and  readily 
her  companion  was  opening  a  door  by  which  she  might  let  a 
secret  she  had  declined  to  reveal  to  his  uncle,  escape.  "  I  am 
not  what  you  call  a  Manhattanese,  in  either  descent,  birth,  or 
readence;  in  no  sense,  whatever." 

"  But,  surely,  you  have  never  been  educated  In  the  eounlty  f 
— ^You  must  belong  to  some  large  town — your  manners  show 
that — I  mean  that  you " 

"  Do  not  belong  to  Bibcrry.  In  that  you  are  quite  right,  air. 
I  had  never  seen  Biherry  three  months  since ;  but,  as  for  New 
York,  I  have  not  passed  a  month  there,  in  my  whole  hfe.  Tha 
wngBBt  visit  I  ever  paid  you,  was  one  of  ten  days,  when  I  l&oded] 
eoming  from  Havre,  about  eighteen  months  since," 
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"  Prom  Havre  !  Surely,  you  are  an  American,  Misa  Monson 
—  our  own  coiintrywoman  ?" 

"Your  own  oounfrymoman,  Jlr.  Wilmeter,  by  birth,  descent, 
and  feelings.     But  an  American  female  may  visit  Europe." 

"Certainly;  and  be  educated  there,  as  I  had  already  suspected 
Was  your  case," 

"  In  part  it  was,  and  in  part  it  was  not."  Here  Mary  paused, 
looked  a  little  arch,  seemed  to  heiifate,  and  U>  have  some  doubts 
whether  she  ought  to  proceed,  or  ft;  but  finally  added — "You 
have  been  abroad,  yourself?" 

"  I  have.  I  was  nearly  three  yea^-s  in  Europe ;  and  have  not 
been  home  yet,  quite  a  twelvemonth." 

"  You  went  into  the  east,  I  believe,  after  passing  a  few  montha 
in  the  Pyrenees?"  continued  the  prisoner,  carelessly. 

"You  are  quite  right;  we  travelled  as  far  as  Jerusalem.  The 
journey  has  got  to  be  so  common,  that  it  is  no  longer  dangerous. 
Even  ladies  mate  it,  now,  without  any  apprehension." 

"  I  am  aware  of  that,  having  made  it  myself " 

"You,  Miss  Monaon  !     You  been  at  Jerii?alera  !" 

"Why  not,  Mr,  Wilmeter?  You  say,  yourself,  that  fem^es 
constantly  make  the  journey;  why  not  I,  as  well  as  another?" 

"  I  scarce  know,  myself;  but  it  Ja  so  strange — all  about  you 
is  so  very  extraordinary " 

"  You  think  it  extraordinary  that  one  of  my  ses,  who  has  been 
partly  educated  in  Europe,  and  who  has  travelled  in  the  Holy 
Land,  should  be  shut  up  in  this  gaol  in  Bibcrry — is  it  not  so?" 
.  "  That  is  one  view  of  the  matter,  I  will  confess ;  but  it  was 
scarcely  less  strange,  that  Buch  a  person  should  be  dwelling 
in  a  garret-room  of  a  cottage,  like  that  of  these  unfortunate 
Goodwins." 

"That  touches  on  my  secret,  sir;  and  no  more  need  be  swd. 
Tou  may  judge  how  important  I  consider  that  secret,  when  I 
know  Hb  preservation  suliiecta  me  to  the  most  cruel  distrust;  am! 
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that,  too,  in  the  minda  of  those  with  whom  I  would  so  gladlj 
dtand  f^r.     Your  excellent  uncle,  for  instance,  and — yourself." 

"  I  should  be  much  flattered,  could  I  think  the  last  —  I  who 
have  scarcely  the  claim  of  an  acquaintance." 

"  You  forget  the  situation  in  which  your  respectable  and  rnost 
worthy  uncle  has. left  you  here,  Mr.  Wilmefer;  which,  of  itself, 
pves  you  higher  claims  to  my  thatiha  and  confidence  than  any 
that  mere  acquaintance  could  bestow.  Besides,  we  are  not" — 
another  arch,  but  scarcely  perceptible,  smile  again  illuminated 
that  remarkable  countenance  —  "  the  absolute  atrangera  to  each 
other,  that  you  seem  to  think  us." 

"  Not  strangers  ?  You  amaze  me !  H  I  have  ever  had  the 
honour " 

"Honour!"  interrupted  Mary,  a  little  bitterly.  "It  is  truly 
a  great  honour  to  know  one  in  my  situation  \" 

"I  esteem  it  an  honour;  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  call  in 
quMtion  my  sincerity.  If  we  have  ever  met  before,  I  will 
frankly  own  that  I  am  ignnrant  of  both  the  time  and  place." 

"This  docs  not  surprise  me,  in  the  least.  The  time  is  long, 
for  persona  as  yaung  as  ourselve.',  and  the  place  was  far  away. 
Ah !  those  were  happy  days  for  me,  Mid  most  gladly  would  T 
return  to  them  !  B\it  we  have  talked  enough  on  this  subject. 
I  have  declined  telling  my  tale  to  your  most  excellent  and  very 
respectable  uncle ;  you  will,  therefore,  the  more  easily  excuse  me, 
if  I  decline  telling  it  to  you." 

"Who  ara  not  'mostexoellent and veiy respectable,'  to  reooin. 
mend  me." 

"  Who  are  too  near  my  own  age,  to  make  you  a  proper  confi- 
dant, were  there  no  other  objection.  The  character  that  I  leamed 
"rf  you,  when  we  met  before,  Mr.  "Wilmeter,  was,  however,  ona 
of  which  you  have  no  reason  to  be  asharaed." 

Q^kia'was  said  gently,  but  earnestly;  was  accompanied  by  a 
DMnt  winning  smile,  and  waa  instantly  succeeded  by  a  slight 
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blngh.  John  Wilmelet  rubbed  his  forehead,  sootL  to  say,  in  & 
somewhat  stupid  manner,  aa  if  expecting  to  brighten  his  powers 
of  reeoliection  hj  friction.  A  sudden  change  was  giyen  to  the 
conversation,  however,  by  the  iair  prisoner  herself,  who  quietlj 
resumed— 

"  We  will  defer  this  part  of  the  subject  to  another  time.  I 
did  not  presume  to  tend  for  you,  Mi'  Wilmeter,  without  an  object, 
having  your  uncle's  authority  for  giving  you  all  this  trouble " 

"  And  my  own  earnest  request  to  be  permitted  to  serve  jon, 
in  any  way  I  could." 

"  I  have  not  forgotten  that  offer,  nor  shall  I  ever.  The  man 
who  is  willing  to  serve  a  woman,  whtan  all  around  her  frown 
has  a  fair  claim  to  be  remembered.  Good  Mrs.  Gott  and 
youTsclfcare  the  only  two  friends  I  have  in  Biberry.  Even  your 
companion,  Mr.  Millington,  is  a  little  disposed  to  judge  me 
harshly." 

John  started;  the  movement  was  so  natural,  that  his  honest 
countenance  would  have  betrayed  him,  had  he  been  disposed  to 
deny  the  imputation. 

"That  Millington  has  fallen  into  the  popular  notion  about 
here,  I  must  allow,  Miss  Monson;  but  he  is  an  excellent  fellow 
at  the  bottom,  and  will  hear  reason.  Prejudices  that  are  beyond 
reason  are  detestable,  and  I  generally  avoid  those  whose  characlera 
manifest  mis  weakness ;  but  Mike  will  always  listen  to  what  he 
calls  '  law  and  facts,'  and  so  we  get  along  very  well  together." 

"It  is  fortunate;  since  you  are  about  t»  be  so  nearly  con- 
nected  " 

'  "Connected!    Is  it  possible  that  jow  know  this  circumstance?" 

"  You  will  find  in  the  end,  Mr.  Wilmeter,"  returned  the  pri- 
foner,  smiling — this  time,  naturally,  as  one  manifests  satisfaction 
without  pain  of  any  sort —  "  that  I  know  more  of  yOur  privata 
tfl^^'than  Jnu  hbd  stipposed.  But  let  me  oome  to  business,  if 
JWt  plea*;  aif'X  ha^e  greM-ocaialon  hBre'fora  maia-florvflBt 
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Do  you  not  think  that  Misa  Wilmeter  might  send  me  ope  from 
town?" 

"  A  servant !  I  know  the  veiy  woman  that  will  suit  yon.  A 
perfect  jewel,  in  her  way  I" 

"That  is  a  very  housekeeper  sort  of  &  character,"  rejoined 
Mary,  absolutely  laughiog,  in  spite  of  her  prison  walls,  and  all 
the  terrible  charges  that  had  brought  her  within  them;  "just 
such  a  eharaeter  aa  I  might  have  expected  from  Dr.  MeBrain'a 
intended,  Mrs.  Updyke " 

"  And  you  know  it,  too !  Why  will  you  not  teil  as  more, 
since  you  tell  us  so  much  ?" 

"  In  good  time,  I  suppose  all  will  come  out.  Well,  I  endea- 
vour to  submit  to  my  fate ;  or  to  the  will  of  God !"  There  wa* 
no  longer  anything  merry,  in  voice,  face,  or  manner,  but  a  simple, 
natural  pathos  was  singularly  mixed  in  the  tones  with  which' 
tiese  few  words  were  uttered.  Then  rouang  herself;  she  gravely- 
resumed  tie  subject  which  had  induced  her  to  send  for  John. 

"You  will  pardon  me,  if  I  say  that  I  would  prefer  a  womaa 
chosen  and  recommended  by  your  sister,  Mr..  Wilmeter,  than  ona. 
chosen  and  recommended  by  yourself,"  said  Mary.  "When  I 
shall  have  occasion  for  a  footman,  I  will  take  your  advice.  It  i» 
very  important  that  I  should  engagearespectable,  discreet  woman; 
and  I  will  venture  to  write  a  line,  myself,  to  Miss  Wilmeter,  if 
you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  send  it.  I  know  this  is  not  the  duty 
of  a  counsel ;  but  jou  see  my  situation,  Mrs.  Gott  haa  offered 
to  procure  a  girl  for  me,  it  is  true;  but  the  prejudice  is  so  strong 
•gainst  me  in  Biberry,  that  I  doubt  if  the  proper  sort  of  person- 
could  be  obtained.  At  any  rate,  I  should  be  receiviug  a  spy  intoi 
my  tittle  household,  instead  of  a  domestic,  in  whom  I  could  place 
confidence." 

"Sarah  would  join  me  in  tecommending  Marie,  who  has  been- 
with  heraelf  more  than  two  years,  and  only  left  her  to  take  care 
d  her  fetter,  in  his  lost  illness.    Another,  equally  exoellenV  !>» 
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been  tafcen  in  ter  place;  and  now,  that  she  wishes  to  return  to 
my  sister's  seirice,  there  is  no  opening  for  her.  Mike  Miningfon 
is  dying  to  return  to  town,  and  will  gladly  go  over  this  evening, 
By  hrcalifast-time  to-morrow,  the  woman  might  be  here,  if " 

"  She  will  consent  to  serve  a  mistress  in  my  cruel  situation. 
I  feel  the  full  weight  of  the  ohjcction,  and  know  how  difficult  it 
will  he  to  get  a  female,  who  values  her  character  as  a  servant,  to 
enter  on  such  an  engagement.  Tou  called  this  woman  Marie; 
by  that,  I  faie  it  she  is  a  foreigner?" 

"A  Swiss  —  her  parents  emigrated;  hut  I  knew  her  in  the 
service  of  an  American  family,  abroad,  and  got  her  for  Sarah. 
She  is  the  best  creature  in  the  world  — if  she  can  be  persuaded 
to  come." 

"  Had  she  been  an  American,  I  should  have  despaired  of  suc- 
ceeding unless  her  feelings  could  have  been  touched ;  but,  as 
she  is  a  foreigner,  perhaps  money  will  procure  her  services. 
Should  Miss  Wilmeter  approve  of  your  selection,  sir,  I  will 
intreat  her  to  go  aa  high  aa  fifty  dollars  a  month,  rather  than  not 
get  the  sort  of  person  I  want.  You  can  imagine  how  much  im- 
portance I  attach  to  success.  To  escape  remarks  and  gossiping, 
the  person  engaged  can  join  me  as  a  companion,  or  friend,  and 
not  aa  a  servant." 

"  I  will  get  Mike  off  in  half  an  hour,  and  Sarah  will  at  least 
make  an  effort.  Yes,  Marie  Moulin,  or  Mary  Mill,  as  the  girls 
call  her,  is  just  the  thing!" 

"  Marie  Moulin !  Is  that  the  name  of  the  woman  ?  She  who 
mis  in  the  service  of  the  Barringera,  at  Paris  ?  Do  you  mean 
fkat  person — five-and-thirty,  slightly  pock-marked,  with  light 
bine  oyes,  and  yellowish  hair — more  like  a  German,  than  her 
French  name  would  ^ve  reason  to  expect?" 

"  The  very  same ;  and  you  knew  her,  too  I  Why  not  Iwing 
■11  ycfoT  friends  around  you  at  once,  Miae  Uonson,  and  mt 
remaiB  here  an  hour  loH^than  is  naoesMiy." 


,dt>y  Google 


Mary  was  too  intent  on  the  subject  of  engaging  the  woman  in 
question,  to  answer  this  last  appeal.  Earnestly  did  ate  resutna 
her  instxuctions,  therefore,  and  with  an  eagerness  of  maniie- 
young  Wilmeter  had  never  before  observed  ia  her. 

"If  Marie  Moulin  be  the  person  meant,"  she  ^^d,  "I  will 
Bpare  no  pains  to  obtain  her  services.  Her  attentions  to  pooi 
Mrs.  Bairinger,  in  her  last  illness,  were  admirable ;  and  we  all 
loved  her,  I  may  say.  Beg  your  sister  to  tell  her,  Mr.  Wilmeter, 
that  an  old  at^uaintance,  in  distress,  implores  her  assistance. 
That  will  bring  Marie,  sooner  than  money,  Swiss  though  she  be." 

"If  you  would  write  her  a  line,  enclosing  your  real  name,  for 
we  are  persuaded  it  is  not  Monsoc,  it  might  have  more  effect 
than  all  our  solicitations,  in  behalf  of  one  that  is  unknown." 

The  prisoner  turned  slowly  from  the  grate,  and  walked  up  and- 
down  her  gallery  for  a  minute  or  two,  aa  if  pondering  on  this 
proposal.  Once  she  smiled,  and  it  almost  gave  a  lustre  to  her 
remarkable  countenance ;  then  a  cloud  passed  over  her  face,  and 
once  more  she  appeai'ed  sad. 

"No,"  she  said,  stopping  near  the  grate  again,  in  one  of  hei 
turns.  "I  will  not  do  it  — it  will  be  risking  too  much.  I  can 
do  nolJiing,  just  now,  that  will  tell  more  of  me  than  your  sistci 
can  state." 

"  "Should  Marie  Moulin  know  you,  she  must  recognise  yon 
when  you  meet." 

"  It  will  he  wiser  to  proceed  a  little  in  the  dark.  I  confid* 
nil  to  your  powers  of  negotiatiou,  and  shall  remain  as  tranquil  at 
possible,  until  to-morrow  morning.  There  is  still  another  iittlt 
afiair  that  I  must  trouble  you  with,  Mr.  Wilmeter.  My  gold  ia 
sequestered,  as  you  know,  and  I  am  reduced  to  an  insufficient 
amount  of  twos  and  threes.  Might  I  aak  the  favour  of  you  U> 
obtain  smailer  notes  for  this,  without  mentioning  in  whosfl 
behalf  it  ia  done?" 

.While  speaking,  Mary  handed  through    ^e  grate  a  hundred 
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doll&r  note  of  one  of  the  New  York  banta,  with  a  manner  ai 
natural  and  unpretending,  aa  at  once  to  convince  John  Wilmeter, 
ever  so  willing  to  be  persuaded  into  anything  in  her  favour,  thai 
she  was  accustomed  t*  the  use  of  money  in  considerable  sums; 
OT)  what  might  be  conaidered  so,  for  the  wants  and  habits  of  a 
female.  Luckilj,  he  had  nearly  money  enough  in  his  wallet  tc 
change  the  note,  making  up  a  small  balance  that  waa  needed,  by 
drawing  five  half-eagles  from  his  purse.  The  prisoner  held  the 
laat,  in  the  open  palm  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  little  hards 
the  eyes  of  man  ever  rested  on. 

"This  metal  haa  been  my  bane,  in  more  ways  than  one,  Mr, 
Wilmeter,"  she  said,  looking  mournfully  at  the  coin.  "  Of  one 
of  its  evil  influences  on  my  fate,  I  may  not  speak,  now,  if  ever; 
but  jou  will  understand  me  when  I  say,  that  I  fear  that  gold 
piece  of  Italian  money  is  the  principal  cause  of  my  bejng  where 
I  am." 

"No  doubt,  it  baa  been  conadered  one. of  the  most  material 
of  the  facts  against  you,  Miss  Monson;  though  it  is  by  no 
means  conclusive,  as  evidence,  even  with  the  most  bitter  and 
prejudiced." 

"I  hope  not.  Now,  Mr.  Wilmeler,  I  wiJl  detain  you  no 
longer ;  but  beg  you  to  do  my  commission  with  your  sister,  as 
you  would  do  it  for  her  with  me.  I  would  write,  but  my  hand 
IS  so  peculiar,  it  were  better  that  I  did  not." 

Mary  Monaon  now  dismissed  the  young  uian,  with  the  manner 
of  one  very  familiar  with  the  tone  of  good  society  — a  term  that 
it  is  much  the  fashion  to  ridicule  just  now,  but  which  conveys  a 
meaning,  that  it  were  better  the  scoffers  understood.  This  she 
did,  however,  after  again  apologiwng  for  the  trouble  she  waa 
giving,  and  thanking  him  earnestly  for  the  interest  he  took  in 
her  affairs.  We  believe  in  animal  magnetism ;  and  cannot  pre- 
tend to  say  what  is  the  secret  cause  of  the  powerful  sympathy 
that  IB  80  often  suddenly  awakened  between  persons  of  different 
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sexes,  andj  m  soioe  instance'^,  between  those  who  are  of  the  samt 
Bex;  but  Alary  Mon^nn,  by  that  bpeciea  of  instinct  that  teaches 
the  female  where  she  has  awakened  an  interest  livelier  than 
oiHninon,  and  po=s]bly  where  she  has  not,  was  certainly  already 
sware  that  John  Wilmeter  did  not  regard  her  with  the  same  cool 
indifference  he  would  have  felt  towards  an  ordinary  client  of  his 
uncle's.  In  thanking  him,  therefore,  her  own  manner  manifested 
a  little  of  the  reflected  feeling  that  Buch  a  state  of  things  is  pretty 
certain  to  produce.  She  coloured,  and  slightly  hesitated  once,  as 
if  she  paused  to  choose  her  terms  with  more  than  usual  care ;  but^ 
in  the  main,  acquitted  herself  well.  The  parting,  betrayed  inte- 
rest, perhaps  feeling,  on  both  ddes ;  but  nothing  rory  manifest 
escaped  either  of  our  young  people. 

■  Never  had  John  Wilmeter  beeu  at  a  greater  loss  to  interpret 
&cts,  than  he  was  on  quitting  the  grate.  The  prisoner  was  truly 
the  most  incomprehensible  being  he  had  ever  mut  with.  Not- 
withstanding the  fearful  nature  of  the  charges  against  her — 
charges  that  might  well  have  given  great  uuea^ness  to  the  firmest 
man — she  actually  seemed  in  love  with  her  prison.  It  is  true, 
Qt»t  worthy  Mrs.  Gott  had  taken  iVom  the  place  many  of  ita 
tffdinary,  repulsive  features ;  but  it  was  still  a  gaol,  and  the  sun 
eoold  be  seen  only  through  grates,  and  masave  walls  separated 
her  that  was  witiiiu,  from  the  world  without.  Aa  the  young 
man  was  predisposed  to  regard  everything  connected  with  this 
eitraordinary  young  woman  couleur  de  rose,  however,  he  saw 
nothing  but  the  surest  signs  of  innocence  in  several  circumstancM 
that  might 'have  increased  the  distrust  of  his  cooler-headed  uncle; 
but  most  persona  would  have  regarded  the  gentle  tranquiUJlsr 
Ibat  now  seemed  to  soothe  a  spirit  that  had  evidently  been  mnch 
troubled  of  late,  as  a  sign  that  her  hand  could  never  have  oom- 
mitCed.  the  atrocities  with  which  she  was  charged. 

■  "la  she  nrta  sweet  young  tiling,  Mr.  Wilmeter?"  ezolaimed 
clod  Mrs.  Gott,  while  lockmg  the  doors  after  John,  on  fail 
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retiring  from  the  grate.  "  I  consider  it  an  hoiioti  to  Biberrj 
gaol,  to  liave  such  a  prisoner  within  its  walls !" 

"  I  believe  that  you  and  I  stand  alone  in  our  fayourahio 
opinion  of  Misa  Monson,"  John  answered ;  "  so  far,  at  least,  ae 
Biberry  is  concerned.  The  excitement  against  her  seems  to  be 
St  the  highest  pitch  ;  and  I  much  doubt  whether  a  fair  trial  eaa 
Ic  had  in  the  county." 

"The  newspapers  won't  mend  the  matter,  sir.  The  papers 
from  town,  tliis  morning,  are  full  of  the  affair,  and  they  all 
spjiear  to  lean  (he  same  way.  But  it 's  a  long  road  that  has  no 
turning,  Mr.  Wilmeter." 

"  Very  true,  and  nothing  wheels  ab^ut  with  a  quicker  step 
than  the  sort  of  public  opinion  that  is  got  up  under  a  cry,  and 
runs  itself  out  of  breath,  at  the  start.  I  espect  to  see  Mary 
Monson  the  most  approved  and  most  extolled  woman  in  this 
eounty,  yet  1" 

Mrs.  Uott  .hoped  with  all  her  heart  that  it  miglrt  be  so,  though 
■Ae  had,  certainly,  misgivings  that  the  young  man  did  not  feel. 
Half  an  hour  after  John  Wilme(«r  had  left  the  gaol,  his  friend, 
Michael  MilHngton,  was  on  the  road  to  town,  carrying  a  letter  to 
Sarah,  with  a.  most  earnest  request  that  she  would  use  all  her 
influence  with  Marie  Moufin  to  engage  in  the  unusual  service 
•flked  of  her,  for  a  few  weeks,  if  for  no  longer  a  period.  This 
letter  reached  its  destination  in  due  time,  and  greatly  did  the 
Antet  marvel  over  its  warmth,  as  well  as  over  the  nature  of 
the  request. 

"I  never  knew  John  to  write  so  earnestly!"  exclMmed  Sarah, 
wben  ^e  and  Michael  had  talked  over  tlie  matter  a  few  monientai 
"  Were-  he  actually  in  love,  I  could  not  expect  him  to  be  mora 
presMBg." 

"T  will  not  Bwcar  that  he  ia  not,"  returned  the  friend,  laugh- 
ing.  "  He  sees  everything  with  eyes  so  different  from  mine,  that 
I  Boarce  know  what  to  make  of  him.     I  have  never  known  John 
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BO  deeply  iatercsted  in  any  human  being,  as  he  is  at  this  momeDt 
in  this  strange  creature !" 

"  Creature !  Yon  men  do  not  often  call  young  hidiea  creaturet ; 
Hid  my  brother  affirms  that  this  Mary  Monson  is  a  lady." 

"  Certjunly  she  is,  so  far  aa  exlerior,  manner,  education,  and  I 
Buppoae,  (ast«3,  are  concerned.  Nevertheless,  there  is  too  mnch 
reason  to  think  she  is,  in  some  way  unknown  to  lis,  connected 
with  crime." 

"I  have  read  accounts  of  persons  of  these  attainioents,  who 
have  been  leagued  together,  and  have  carried  on  a  great  system 
of  plundering  for  years,  with  prodigious  success.  That,  howeTer, 
was  in  older  countries,  where  the  necessities  of  a  crowded  popu- 
lation drive  men  into  extremes.  We  are  hardly  sufficiently  ad- 
vanced, or  civilized  as  they  call  it,  for  such  bold  villany." 

"A  suspicion  of  that  nature  has  crossed  my  mind,"  returned 
Millington,  looking  askance  over  his  shoulder,  as  if  ho  apprehended 
that  his  friend  might  hear  him.  "It  will  not  do,  however,  to 
remotely  hint  to  John  anything  of  the  sort.  His  mind  is  be- 
yond the  influence  of  testimony." 

Sarah  scarce  knew  what  to  make  of  the  affair,  though  sisterly 
regard  disposed  her  to  do  all  she  could  to  oblige  her  brother. 
Marie  Moulin,  however,  was  not  easily  persuaded  into  consenting 
to  serve  a  mistress  who  was  in  prison. '  She  held  up  her  hands, 
turned  up  her  eyes,  uttered  fifty  exclamations,  and  declared,  over 
and-over  again  "c'esJ  impoitible ;"  and  wondered  how  a  female 
in  such  a  situation  could  suppose  any  respectable  domestic  would 
serve  her,  as  it  would  be  very  sure  to  prevent  her  over  getting  a 
good  place  afterwards.  This  last  objection  struck  Sarah  as  quito 
reasonable,  and  had  not  her  brother  been  so  very  urgent  with 
her,  would  of  itself  have  induced  her  to  abandon  all  attempt  at 
persuasion.  Marie,  however,  finally  yielded  to  a  feeling  of  intense 
Buriosity,  when  no  bribe  in  money  could  have  bought  her.  John 
had  said  the  prisoner  knew  her~had  known  her  in  Europe — and 
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she  was  Boon  dying  with  the  deaire  to  kuow  who,  of  all  her  manj 
acquaintances  in  the  old  world,  could  be  the  particular  individua) 
who  had  got  herself  into  this  formidable'  di£Bculty.  It  was  im- 
possible to  resist  this  feeling,  bo  truly  feminine,  which  was  a  good 
deal  stimulated  by  a  secret  wish  in  Sarah,  also,  to  learn  who  thia 
mysterious  person  might  be ;  and  who  did  not  foil  to  urge  Marie, 
with  all  her  rhetoric,  to  consent  to  go  and,  at  least,  see  the  person 
who  had  so  strong  a  wish  to  engage  her  services.  The  Swiss  had 
not  so  much  difficulty  in  complying,  provided  she  was  pennitted 
to  reserve  her  final  decision  until  she  had  met  the  prisoner,  when 
she  might  gratify  her  curiosity,  and  return  to  town  prepared  to 
enlighten  Mjsa  Wilmeter,  and  aU  her  other  friends,  on  a  subject 
that  had  got  to  be  intensely  interesting. 

It  was  not  late,  next  morning,  when  Marie  Moulin,  attended 
by  John  Wilmsier,  presented  herself  to  Mrs.  Gott,  as  an  appH- 
cant  for  admission  to  the  gallery  of  Mary  Monson,  The  young 
man  did  not  show  himself,  on  this  occasion  j  though  he  was  near 
enough  to  hear  the  grating  of  the  hinges  when  tbe  prison-door 
opened. 

"  C'est  bien  vous  done,  Marie !"  said  the  prisoner,  in  a  quick 
but  pleased  salutation. 

.  "  Hademoiselle  I"  excliumed  the  Swiss.  The  kisseB  of  women 
Eocoeeded.  The  door  cldSed,  and  Ji^  Wilmetei  learned  no 
more,  on  that  occasion. 
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"A^d  can  you  bj  no  drill  of  conference 
Get  rrom  him,  why  ha  puis  on  Ihis  conluaioi 


There  is  aomething  imaginative,  if  not  tbtj  picturesque,  in 
lie  manner  in  wliieli  the  lawyers  of  Manhattan  occupy  the  build- 
inga  of  Nassau  street,  a  thoroughfare  which  connects  WaU  street 
with  the  Tombs.  There  they  throng,  reseuihling  the  remains_of  so 
many  monumenfs  along  the  Appian  wiiy,  with  a  "  siste  viator' '  of 
their  owa,  to  arrest  the  ftiotsteps  of  the  wayfarer.  TVe  must  now 
transfer  the  scene  to  a  building  in  this  street,  whieh  stands  about 
half-way  between  Maiden  Lane  and  John  Street,  having  its  front 
plastered  over  with  little  tin  signs,  like  a  debtor  marked  by  write, 
or  what  are  now  called  "  complainla."  Among  these  sigD',  which 
afforded  some  such  pleasant  reading  as  an  almanac,  was  one  that 
bore  this  simple  and  reasonably  intelligent  inscription: 

"Thomas  Dunscomb,  2d  floor,  in  front." 

It  is  somewhat  singular  that  terms  as  simple  as  those  of  first 
floor,  second  fioor,  &c.,  should  not  signiiy  the  same  things  in  the 
laaguage  of  the  mother  country,  and  that  of  this  land  of  progress 
and  liberty.  Certain  it  is,  nevertheless,  that  in  American  par- 
lance, more  especially  in  that  of  Manhattan,  a  first  floor  is  never 
up  one  pair  of  stairs,  as  in  London,  unless  indeed  the  flight  is 
that  by  which  the  wearied  foot-passenger  climbs  the  high  stoop  " 
to  gun  an  entranpe  into  the  building.  In  other  woVds,  an  Eng- 
lish firat  floor  corresponds  with  an  American  second;  and,  taidnf 
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that  as  the  point  of  dtsparturej  the  same  difference  exisUt  throbgh- 
out.  Tom  Dunscomb's  office  (or  offices  would  be  the  better  term) 
occupied  quite  half  of  the  second  story  of  a  large  double  house, 
that  had  once  been  the  habitation  of  some. private  family  of  note, 
but  which  had  long  been  abandoned  to  the  occupation  of  these 
ministers  of  the  law.  Into  those  offices  it  has  now  become  our 
duty  to  accompany  one  who  seemed  a  little  strange  in  that  den 
of  the  profession,  at  the  very  moment  he  was  perfectly  at  home. 

"Lawyer  Dunseomb  inf"  demanded  this  person,  who  had  a 
decided  rustic  mien,  though  his  dress  had  a  sort  of  legal  dye  on 
it,  speaking  to  one  of  the  five  or  sis  clerks  who  raised  their  heads 
on  the  stranger's  entrance. 

"In,  but  engaged  in  a  consultation,  I  believe,"  answered  one. 
who,  being  paid  for  his  services,  was  the  working  clerk  of  the 
office,;  most  of  the  others  being  students  who  get  no  remuneration 
for  their  time,  and  who  very  rarely  deserve  it. 

"I'll  wait  till  he  is  through,"  returned  the  Btranger,  helping 
himself  coolly  to  a  vacunt  chair,  and  taking  his  seat  in  the  midst 
of  dangers  that  might  have  alarmed  one  less  familiar  with  the 
snares,  and  quirks,  and  quiddities  of  the  law.  The  several  clerks, 
after  taking  a  good  look  each  at  their  guest,  cast  their  eyes  down 
on  their  books  or  foolscap,  and  seemed  to  be  engrossed  with  their 
respective  occupations.  Most  of  the  young  men,  members  of 
respectable  families  in  town,  set  the  stranger  down  for  a  rustic 
client ;  but  the  working  clerk  saw  at  once,  bj  a  certain  self-pos- 
ieSsed  add  Shrewd  manner,  that  the  stranger  was  a  country  prac- 
titioner. 

In  the  course  of  the  nest  half  hour,  Daniel  Lord  and  George 
Wood  came  out  of  the  sanctum,  attended  as  far  as  the  door  by 
Dunaoomb  himself.  Exohanging  "good  morning"  with  his  pro- 
fessional friends,  the  last  caught  a  glimpse  of  his  patient  Tisitor, 
whom  heifiimBdiatelySalutodby  thesomewhat.hrief  and  femiliar 
Dame  of  l^mntg,  inviting  hito  instantly,  and  with  earaestneea,  to 
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acme  within  the  limits  of  the  privileged.  Mr.  Timma  complied, 
entering  the  sanf;lum  with  the  air  of  one  who  hid  been  thera 
before,  and  appearing  to  be  in  no  manner  overcome  by  the  honour 
he  eujojed.  And  now,  as  a  faithful  chronicler  of  events,  it  ia 
here  become  our  painful,  not  to  say  revolting  duty,  to  record  an 
act  on  the  part  of  the  man  who  was  known  throughout  Duke's 
county  as  'Squire  Timms,  which  it  will  never  do  to  overlook, 
since  -it  has  got  to  be  perfectly  distinctive  and  characferistic  of 
late  years,  not  of  an  individual,  but  of  large  classes  who  throng 
the  bar,  the  desk,  the  steatnboate,  the  taverns,  the  Btreeta.  A 
thousand  paragraphs  have  been  written  on  the  subject  of  Ameri- 
can spitting,  and  not  one  line,  as  wc  can  remember,  on  the  subject 
of  an  equally  common  and  still  grosser  offence  against  the  minor 
morals  of  the  country,  if  decency  in  mannera  may  be  thus  termed. 
Our  meaning  will  be  explained  more  fully  in  the  narrative  of  the 
stranger's  immediate  movements  on  entering  the  sanctum. 

"Take  a  seat,  Mr.  Timms/'  said  Dunscomb,  motioning  to  a 
oL^,  while  he  resumed  his  own  well-cushioned  seat,  and  deli- 
berately proceeded  to  light  a  aegar,  not  without  pressing  several 
with  a  species  of  intelligent  tendemffls,  between  his  thumb  and 
finger.      "  Take  a  seat,  sir;  and  take  a  segar." 

Here  occurred  the  great  tour  de  force  in  manners  of  'Squire 
Timms,  Considerately  turning  his  person  quartering  towards  his 
host,  and  seizing  himself  by  the  nose,  much  as  if  he  had  a  quarrel 
with  that  member  of  his  face,  he  blowed  a  blast  that  sounded 
Eonoroufily,  and  which  fulfilled  all  that  it  promised.  Now  a  better 
mannered  man  than  Dunscomb  it  would  not  be  easy  to  find.  He 
was  not  particularly  distinguished  for  elegance  of  deportment,  but 
he  was  perfectly  well-bred.  Nevertheless,  he  did  not  flinch  before 
this  broad  hint  from  vulgarity,  but  stood  it  unmoved.  To  own 
the  truth,  80  large  has  been  the  inroad  from  the  base  of  society, 
iiiUim  the  last^Sre-aad-twenty  years,  on  the  habits  of  thusa  who 
nee  ezcIuBtrely  dwelt  together,  that  he  had  got  haidenad  otw 
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to  this  innoyafion.  The  feet  is  not  to  be  concealed,  and,  as  we 
intend  never  to  touch  upon  the  subject  again,  we  ahull  eaj  dis- 
tinctly that  Mr.  Timms  blowed  his  nose  with  his  fingers,  and  that, 
in  ao  doJDg,  he  did  Dot  innovate  one  half  as  much,  to-day,  on  the 
usages  of  the  Upper  Ten  Thousand,  as  Le  would  have  done  had 
he  blowed  his  nose  with  his  thumb  only,  a  quarter  of  a  century 

Dunscomb  bore  this  infliction  philosophically;  and  well  he 
might,  for  there  was  no  remedy.  Waiting  for  Timms  to  use  his 
handkerchief,  which  was  produced  somewhat  tardily  for  such  an 
operation,  he  quietly  opened  the  subject  of  their  interview. 

"  So  the  grand  jury  has  actually  found  a.biU  for  murder  and 
arson,  my  nephew  writes  me,"  Dunscomb  observed,  looking  en- 
quiringly at  his  companion,  as  if  really  anxious  for  further  intel- 
ligence: 

"  Unanimously,  they  tell  me,  Mr.  Dunscomb,"  answered  Timms. 
"  I  understand  that  only  one  man  hesitated,  and  he  was  brought 
round  before  they  came  into  court.  That  piece  of  money  damns 
our  case  in  old  Duke's." 

"  Money  saves  more  cas!s  than  it  damns,  Timms;  and  no  one 
knows  it  better  llian  yourself." 

"Very  true,  sir.  Money  may  defy  even  the  new  code.  Give 
me  five  hundred  dollars,  and  change  the  proceedings  to  a  civil 
action,  and  t  'U  o&rry  anything  in  my  own  county  that  you  '11  put 
on  the  calendar,  barring  some  twenty  or  thirty  jurors  I  could 
name.  There  are  about  thirty  men  in  tie  county  that  I  can  do 
nothing  with  —  for  that  matter,  whom  I  dare  not  approach." 

"  How  the  deuce  ia  it,  Timms,  that  you  manage  your  causes 
with  BO  much  sucoees  ?  for  I  remember  you  have  given  me  a  good 
detJ  of  trouble  in  Buits  in  which  law  and  fact  were  both  clearly 
enoii^  on  my  rade  " 

"I  suppose  tbose  mnat  hare  been  oansea  in  which  we  'faorm 
ihadded'  itnd  'pillowed'  a  good  deal." 
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"  HorHfrsiiedded  and  pillowed !  Those  are  legal  terms  of  wliiolj 
I  have  BO  knowledge!" 

"They  are  country  phrases,  sir,  and  country  customs  too,  tot 
that  matter.  A  man  might  practise  a  long  life  in  town,  and  know 
aolhing  about  them.  The  Sails  of  Justice  are  not  immaculate; 
but  they  can  tell  us  nothing  of  horse-shedding  and  pillowing. 
They  do  business  in  a  way  of  which  we  in  the  country  are  just 
as  ignorant  as  you  are  of  our  mode." 

"  Have  the  goodness,  Timms,  just  to  explain  the  meaning  of 
your  terras,  which  are  quite  new  to  me.  I  will  not  swear  they 
are  not  in  the  Code  of  Pracfiee,  but  they  are  in  neither  Black* 
Btene  nor  Kent."  ' 

"Horse-shedding,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  explains  itself.  In  thii 
country,  most  of  the  jurors,  witnesses,  &iO.,  hare  more  or  less  to 
do  with  the  horse-sheds,  if  it 's  only  to  see  that  their  beaata  are 
fed.  Well,  we  keep  proper  talkera  there,  and  it  must  be  a  knotty 
case,  indeed,  into  which  an  ingenious  hand  cannot  thrust  a  doubt 
or  an  argument.  To  be  frank  with  you,  I  've  known  three  pretty 
difficnlt  suits  summed  up  under  a  horse-sbed  in  one  day;  and 
twice  as  many  opened." 

"But  how  ia  this  done? — do  yon  present  your  argnmenia 
directly,  as  in  court?" 

"Lord  bless  yon,  no.  In  court,  unless  the  jury  happen  to  be 
unuBually  eicelient,  counsel  have  to  pay  some  little  regard  to  the 
testimony  and  the  law;  but,  in  horse-shedding,  one  has  no  need 
of  either.  A  skilfnl  horse-shedder,  for  instauce,  will  talk  a,  party- 
to  pieces,  and  not  say  a  word  about  the  case.  That  *b  the  perfeo- 
Uon  of  the  business.  It  'a  against  the  law,  you  know,  Mr.  Dun*.- 
Coinb,  to  talk  of  a  case  before  a  juror — an  indictable  offence— 
Wt  one  may  niftbe  a  ease  of  a  party's  general  character,  of  ku 
means,  his  miserly  qualities,  or  his  aristooraoy;  and  it  will  Iw- 
hwd  to  get  hold  of  tie  talker  for  my  tit  theia  qvsiitiea.  Aris- 
KienLCy,  of  late  years,  is  S  esf^ttJ  ngaraaiit,.aiii]-wiliwitBlmcal: 
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any  state  of  feels,  or  any  action  jou  can  bring.  Only  poreuadfl 
the  jury  that  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  fancies  himself  better  than 
they  are,  and  the  verdict  ia  certidn.  I  got  a  thousand  dollars  in 
the  Springer  case,  solely  on  that  ground.  Aristocracy  did  it !  It 
is  going  to  do  us  a  great  deal  of  harm  in  this  murder  and  arson 
indictment." 

"  But  Mary  Monson  is  no  aristocrat  —  she  is  a  stranger,  and 
nnknowu.  What  privileges  does  she  enjoy,  to  render  her  ob- 
noxious to  the  charge  of  aristocracy?" 

"  More  than  will  do  her  any  good.  Ker  aristocracy  does  het 
almost  as  much  barm  in  old  Bute's  as  the  piece  of  gold.  I 
always  consider  a  cauSb  as  half  lost,  when  there  is  any  aristocracy 
in  it." 

"  Aristocracy  means  escluaive  political  privileges  in  the  hands 
of  a  few;  and  it  means  nothing  else.  Now,  what  exclusive  poli- 
tical privileges  does  this  unfortunate  young  woman  enjoy  ?  She 
is  accused  of  two  of  the  highest  crimes  known  to  the  lawsj  is 
indicted,  imprisoned,  and  will  be  tried." 

"  Yes,  and  by  her  peers, ' '  said  Timma,  taking  out  a  very  re- 
spectable-looking bos,  and  helping  himself  liberally  to  a  pinch 
of  cut  tobacco.  "It'a  ironderful,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  howmucli 
breadth  the  peerage  possesses  in  this  country !  I  saw  a  trial,  a 
year  or  two  since,  in  which  one  of  the  highest  intellects  of  the 
land  was  one  of  the  parties,  and  in  which  a  juror  asked  the  judge 
to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  word  'bereaved.'  TTiat  citiaen 
had  his  rights  referred  to  his  peers,  with  a  vengeance  !" 

"Yes;  the  venerable  maxim  of  tie  common  law  is,  occasion- 
ally, a  little  caricatured  among  us.  This  is  owing  to  our  adhering 
to  antiquated  opinions  after  the  facta  in  which  they  had  their 
ori^n  have  ceased  to  exist.  But,  by  your  maimer  of  treating 
the  subject,  Timms,  I  infer  that  you  give  up  the  aristooraoy." 

"Not  at  all.  Onr  client  vill  have  more  ri^  to  run  on  ae- 
eonnt  at  thai,  tiian  on  aoconnl)  of  any  other  weak  spot  in  faei 
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eata.  I  think  we  might  get  aloDg  with  the  piece  of  gold,  aa  a 
Ufe  a  ill  quesdou ;  but  it  is  not  quite  so  easy  to  see  how  wo  am 
to  get  along  with  the  aristocracy." 

"And  this  in  the  face  of  her  irapriaonment,  solitary  condition, 
friendleaa  state,  und  utter  dependence  on  sti-angera  for  her  future 
fate  ?  I  see  no  one  feature  of  aristocracy  to  reproach  her 
witli." 

"  But  I  see  a  great  many,  and  so  does  the  neighbourhood.  It 
IS  already  getting  to  be  the  talk  of  half  the  county.  In  short, 
all  we  talking  about  it,  but  they  who  know  better.  You'll  see, 
'Squire  Duuaeotnb,  there  are  two  sorts  of  aristocracy  in  the  eyes 
of  most  people;  your  sort,  and  my  sort.  Your  sort  is  a  gtate  of 
society  that  gives  privileges  and  power  to  a  few,  and  keeps  it 
there.  That  is  what  I  call  old-fashioned  aristocracy,  about  which 
nobody  cai'cs  anything  iu  this  country,  Wc  have  no  such  aristo- 
crats, I  allow,  and  consequently  they  don't  signify  a  straw." 

"  Yet  they  are  the  only  true  aristocrats,  after  all.  But  what, 
01'  who  are  yours." 

"  Well  now,  'Squire,  i/au  are  a  sort  of  aristocrat  yourself,  in  a 
oertMn  way.  I  don't  know  how  it  i.s — I  'm  admitted  to  the  bar 
■s  'well  as  you — have  just  as  many  rights — " 

"More,  Timnis,  if  leading  jurors  by  the  nose,  and  horsc-sbed- 
ding,  can  be  accounted  rights." 

"Well,  mure,  in  some  respects,  may  be.  Notwiti standing  a!) 
this,  there  is  a  difference  between  us — a  difference  in  our  ways, 
in  our  language,  in  our  ideas,  our  manner  of  thinking  and  acting, 
that  sets  you  up  above  me  in  a  way  I  should  not  like  in  any  other 
man.  As  you  did  so  much  for  me  when  a  boy,  sir,  and  oarried 
me  through  te  the  bar  on  your  shoulders,  as  it  might  be,  I  shall 
always  look  up  te  you;  though  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  alvayp 
like  even  your  superiority," 

"  I  should  b6  sorry,  Timms,  if  I  ever  so  fitr  forget  my  own 
fffM  dsfeeta,  aa  to  parade  unfeelingly  any  little  odvuitages  I 
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may  happen  to  poasesa  over  you,  c*  o?er  any  other  man,  in  ooD' 
Bequeoce  of  the  accidents  of  birth  and  educatioa." 

"  You  do  not  parade  them  unfeehnglj,  sir;  jou  do  not  parade 
thcni  "at  all.  Still,  they  will  ahow  themselves ;  and  they  are  just 
the  things  I  do  not  like  to  look  at.  Now,  what  is  true  cf  me,  ia 
true  of  all  my  neighbours.  We  call  anything  aristocracy  that  a 
ft  touch  ahove  us,  let  it  he  what  it  may.  I  Bometimes  think 
'Squire  Ihinseomb  ia  a  sort  of  au  ariatocrat  in  the  law  1  Now,  se 
for  our  client,  slie  ha^  a  hundred  ways  nith  her  that  are  not  the 
ways  of  Duke'a,  uuless  you  go  among  the  tip-toppers." 

"  The  Upper  Ten " 

"  Pahaw  !  I  know  better  than  that  myself,  'Squire.  Their 
Upper  Ten  should  be  upper  one,  or  two,  to  be  common  sense. 
Rude  and  untaught  as  I  was  until  you  took  me  by  the  hand,  sir, 
I  can  fell  the  difference  between  those  who  wear  kids,  and  ride  in 
'theu  coaches,  and  those  who  are  fit  for  either.  Our  client  has 
Dooe  of  this,  air;  and  that  it  is  which  surpriaee  me.  She  has  no 
Union  Place,  or  Fifth  Avenue,  about  her;  but  is  the  true  coin. 
There  ia  one  thing  in  particular  that  I  'm  afraid  may  do  hei 
harm." 

"  It  is  the  true  eoiu  which  usually  passes  with  the  least  Iroubk 
from  hand  to  hand.     But  what  is  this  particular  source  of  une*' 

"  Why,  the  client  has  a  lady-friend " 

A  little  esclamation  &om  Dunscomb  caused  the  speaker  (u 
pause,  while  the  counsellor  removed  the  aegar  from  his  mouth, 
knocked  off  its  ashes,  and  appeared  to  ponder  for  6.  moment, 
touching  the  best  manner  of  treating  a  somewhat  dehcate  subjcot. 
At  length,  native  frankness  overcame  all  scruples,  and  he  spoke 
pliunly,  or  as  the  familiar  instructor  might  be  expected  to  addresH 
»  very  green  pupil. 

"If  you  loye  me,  Timma,  nevtr  repeat  that  diabolicai  phrnac 
sgwni"  said  DuoBComb,  looking  quit«  serious,  however  mucb 
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there  migh,  have  been  of  affectation  in  his  aspect.  "  It  ia  even 
wor^  than  Hurlgate,  nhich  I  have  told  you  fifty  times  I  cannot 
endure.  '  Lady  friend'  ia  infernally  vulgar,  and  I  loill  not  stand 
it.  You  may  hlow  your  noae  with  your  fingers,  if  it  give  you 
especial  satisfaction,  and  you  may  hlow  out  against  aristocracy  an 
much  SB  you  please ;  hut  you  shall  not  talk  to  me  ahout  '  lady- 
friends'  or  'Hurlgate.'  I  am  no  dandj,  but  a  respectable  elderly 
gentleman,  who  professes  to  speak  English,  and  who  wishes  to  be 
addressed  in  Lis  own  language.  Heaven  knows  what  the  country 
ia  coming  to!  There  is  Webster,  to  begin  with,  cramming  a 
Yankee  dialect  down  our  throats  for  good  English;  then  comes 
all  the  cant  of  the  day,  fiourishing  finical  phrases,  and  new  aigni- 
fications  to  good  old  homely  words,  and  changing  the  very  nature 
of  mankind  by  means  of  terms.  Last  of  all,  is  this  infernal  Code, 
in  which  the  ideas  are  as  bad  as  possible,  and  the  terms  stilt  worse. 
But  whom  do  you  mean  by  your  '  lady-friend  ?'  " 

"  The  French  lady  that  has  been  with  our  client,  now,  for  a 
fortnight.  Depend  on  it,  she  will  do  us  no  good  when  we  are  on. 
She  ia  too  aristocratic  altogether." 

Dunscomb  laughed  outright,  l^en  he  parsed  a  hand  across 
his  brow,  and  seemed  to  muse. 

"All  this  ia  very  serious,"  he  at  length  replied,  "aud  is  really 
no  laughing  matter.  A  pretty  pass  are  we  coming  to,  if  the 
administration  of  the  law  ia  to  be  influenced  hy  such  things  as 
these  ^  The  doctrine  is  openly  held  that  the  rich  shaU  not,  ought 
not  to  embellish  (heir  amusements  at  a  cost  that  the  poor  cannot 
compass ;  »nd  here  we  have  a  member  of  the  bar  telling  us  i 
prisoner  shall  not  have  justice  because  she  has  a  foreign  niaid> 
Bcrvant !" 

"  A  servant  I  Call  her  anything  but  that,  'Squire,  if  you  wiBh 
for  success !  A  prisoner  accused  of  capital  crimes,  with  a  servant, 
would  be  certain  to  be  condemned.  £ven  the  court  would  hardly 
itBud  that." 
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"  Timma,  jou  are  a  ahrewl,  sagacious  fellow,  and  are  apt  to 
laugh  in  your  sleeve  at  follies  of  this  nature,  aa  I  well  know  front 
long  acquaintance ;  and  here  yaa  insist  on  one  of  the  greatest  of 
all  the  ahsurdili^." 

"  Things  are  changed  in  Amcrikj,  Mr.  Dunacomb.  The  people 
are  beginning  to  govern;  and  when  they  can't  do  it  legaUy,  they 
.do  it  without  law.  Don't  you  ace  what  the  papers  say  about 
:having  operas  and  play-houses  at  the  people's  prices,  and  the 
(right  to  hiss  ?  There's  Constitution  for  you  I  I  wonder  what 
Kent  and  Blackstone  would  say  to  that?" 

".Sure  enough.  They  would  find  Borae  novel  features  in  ft 
liberty  which  saya  a  man  shall  not  set  the  price  on  the  seats  in 
his  own  theatre,  and  that  the  hissing  may  be  done  by  an  audience 
in  the  streets.  The  facts  are,  Timms,  that  ail  these  abuece  about 
O.  P.'s,  and  controlling  other  persons'  concerns  under  the  pre- 
tence that  the  public  has  rights  where,  as  a  public,  it  has  no 
eights  at  all,  come  from  the  reaction  of  a  half-way  liberty  in  other 
countries.  Here,  where  the  people  are  really  free,  having  all  the 
^wer,  and  where  no  political  right  is  hereditary,  the  people 
atjght,  at  least,  to  respect  their  own  ordinances." 

"Do  you  not  consider  a  theatre  a  public  place,  'Squire  Ihins- 
"50mb  ?" 

"In  one  aense  it  is,  oert^nly;  but  not  in  the  sense  that  bears 
on  this  pretended  power  over  it.  The  very  circumstance  that 
ihe  audience  pay  for  their  seats,  makes  it,  in  hiw  as  in  fact,  a 
matter  of  covenant.  As  for  this  newfiingled  absurdity  about  ilB 
Ibeing  a  duty  to  furnish  low-priced  seats  for  the  poor,  lehere  they 
may  sit  and  look  at  pretty  women  because  they  cannot  see  thera 
elsewhere,  it  is  scarcely  worth  an  argument.  If  the  rich  should 
Jemand  that  the  wives  aud  daughters  of  the  poor  should  be 
paraded  in,  the  pits  and  gaUeries,  for  t}ieir  patrician  eyes  to  feaBl 
on,  a  fVHtj  elMuour  there  would  be  !  If  the  state  requires  cheap 
dieaties,  and  cheap  women,  let  the  state'  pay  for  them,  tta  it  doM 
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for  ita  other  wants ;  but,  if  these  amusemenfs  are  to  be  tho  objecl 
of  private  speculations,  let  priyat*  wisdom  control  them.     I  have 
no  respect  for  one-aid^  liberty,  let  it  eant  as  aiach  as  it  may." 
"  Well,  I  don't  know,  sir ;  I  have  read  some  of  these  articles, 

"  What  —  convincing  f " 

"  Perhaps  not  just  that,  'Squire;  but  very  agreeable.  I'm 
not  rich  enough  to  paj  for  a  high  place  at  an  opera  or  a  theatre; 
uid  it  is  pleasant  to  fancy  that  a  poor  feller  can  get  one  of  the 
best  seats  at  half-price.  Now,  in  England,  they  tell  me,  the 
public  won't  stand  prices  they  don't  like." 

"  Individuals  of  the  public  may  refuse  to  purchase,  and  there 
their  rights  cease.  An  opera,  in  particular,  is  a  very  expensive 
imuaement;  and  in  all  countries  where  the  rates  of  admisdon 
are  low,  the  governments  contribute  to  the  espenditures.  Thia 
is  done  from  pohcy,  to  keep  the  people  quiet,  and  possibly  to 
help  civilize  them ;  but,  if  we  are  not  far  beyond  the  necessity  of 
any  such  expedients,  our  institutions  are  nothing  bqt  a  sublime 
mystification."   • 

"It  is  wonderful,  'Squire,  how  many  persons  see  the  loose 
side  of  democracy,  who  have  no  notion  of  the  tight  I  But,  aU 
this  time,  our  client  ia  in  gaol  at  Biljerry,  and  must  be  tried  nest 
week.  Has  nothing  been  done,  'Squire,  to  choke  off  the  newB- 
papers,  who  have  something  to  say  about  her  almost  every  day. 
It's  quite  time  the  other  side  should  be  hearf." 

"  It  ia  very  extraordinary  that  the  persons  who  control  theM 
papers  should  he  so  indifferent  to  the  rights  of  others  as  to  allow 
SDoh  paragraphs  to  find  a  place  in  their  columns." 

"  Indifferent !  What  do  they  care,  so  long  as  the  journal  sells  ? 
I'D  ow  case,  however,  I  rather  suspect  that  a  certain  reporter  has 
taken  offence  j  and  when  men  of  that  class  get  offended,  look  out 
•br  news  of  the  colour  of  their  anger.  Is  n't  it  wonderful,  'Squire 
EhutBoomb,  that  the  people  doD't.see  and  feel  that  they  are  aa» 
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tainiiig  low  tyrants,  iu  two-thirda  of  their  silly  olimoar  about 
the  liberty  of  the  presa  ?" 

"  ^lany  do  see  it;  and  I  think  Ijiia  cn^nc  has  lost  a  great 
deal  of  its  influence  wifiin  the  last  few  years,  Aa  respects  pro- 
ceedings in  the  courts,  there  never  will  be  any  true  liberty  in  the 
country,  until  the  newspapers  are  bound  hand  and  foot." 

"  You  are  right  enough  in  one  thing,  'Squire,  and  that  is  in 
the  ground  the  press  has  lost.  It  has  pretty  much  used  itself  up 
in  Duke's;  and  I  would  pillow  and  horse-shed  a  cause  through 
against  it,  the  best  day  it  ever  saw!" 

"  By  the  way,  Timma,  you  have  not  exphiined  the  pillowing  ' 
process  to  me." 

"  I  ahould  think  the  word  itself  would  do  that,  sir.  Ton 
know  how  it  is  in  the  country.  Half  a  dozen  heda  are  put  in  the 
same  room,  and  two  in  a  bed.  Waal,  imagine  three  or  four  jurora 
ID  one  of  these  rooms,  and  two  chaps  along  with  'em,  with  in* 
.  structiona  how  to  talk.  The  conversation  is  the  most  innocent 
and  nat'ral  in  the  world ;  not  a  word  too  niLfch  or  too  little ;  but 
it  sticks  like  a  bur.  The  juror  is  a  plain,  simple-minded  country- 
man, and  swallows  all  that  his  room-mates  say,  and  goes  into  the 
bos  next  day  iu  a  beautiful  frame  of  mind  to  listen  to  reason  and 
evidence !  No,  no ;  give  ."no  two  or  three  of  these  pillow-coun- 
aellors,  and  I  'l\  undo  all  .hat  the  jouriiaia  can  do,  in  a  single 
conversation,  Tou'U  remember,  'Squire,  that  we  get  the  laat 
word  by  this  system ;  and  if  the  first  blow  ia  half  the  battle  in 
war,  the  last  word  ia  another  half  in  the  law.  Oh  1  it's  a  beau- 
tiful business,  is  this  trial  by  jury." 

"All  this  is  veiy  wrong,  Timms.  For  a  long  time  I  have 
known  that  you  have  exercised  an  extraordinary  influence  over 
(he  jwrors  of  Buke's;  but  this  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  you 
have  been  frank  enough  to  reveal  the  proeeaa." 

"  Because  this  is  the  first  occa^oa  on  which  we  have  ever  had 
A  capital  ease  together.     In  tiie  present  state  of  pnblio  dpinioii 
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in  Dake's,  I  muoh  question  whether  we  can  get  a  jcjy  empau- 
nellcd  in  thia  trial  at  all." 

"  The  Supreme  Court  irill  then  send  «a  to  town,  by  way  of 
mending  the  matter.      Apropos,  Tinuus " 

"  One  wurd  if  you  ploasc,  'Squire ;  what  does  d  propcs  really 
mean  ?  I  hear  it  almost  every  day,  but  never  yet  knew  fho 
mennmg.' 

"  It  has  ehadeB  of  difference  in  its  signification — aa  I  just  uaed 
it,  it  means  '  speaking  of  that.' " 

"And  is  it  right  to  say  a  propoe  to  such  a  thing?" 

"  It  is  better  to  say  a  propos  of,  as  the  French  do.  In  old 
English  it  was  aiwajs  to  ;  but  in  our  later  mode  of  speaking,  we 

"  Thank  you,  sir.  You  know  how  I  glean  my  knowledge  in 
driblets;  and  out  in  the  country  not  always  from  the  highest 
authorities.  Plain  and  uncouth  as  I  know  I  appear  to  you,  and 
to  Miss  Sarah,  I  have  an  ambition  td  be  a  gentleman.  Now,  1 
have  observation  enough  to  see  that  it  is  these  little  matters,  after 
all,  and  not;^  riches  and  fine  clothes,  that  make  gentlemen  and 
kdies." 

"  I  am  glad  you  have  so  much  discrimination,  Timms ;  but, 
you  must  permit  me  to  remark,  that  you  will  never  make  a  gen- 
tleman until  you  learn  to  let  your  nose  alone." 

"  Thank  you,  sir — I  am  thankful  for  even  the  smallest  hintfl 
on  nianners.  It 's  a  pity  that  so  handsome  am!  so  agi'eeable  a 
young  lady  should  be  hanged,  Mr.  Dunscomb  I" 

"  Timms,  you  are  as  shrewd  a  fellow,  in  your  own  way,  as  I 
know.  Your  Jaw  does  not  amount  to  any  great  matter,  nor  d« 
you  take  hold  of  the  strong  pointa  of  a  case  very  often  ;  but  you 
perform  wonders  with  the  weaker.  In  the  way  of  an  opinitm  on 
feota,  X  know  few  men  more  to  be  relied  on.  Tell  me,  then, 
frankly,  what  do  you  think  of  the  guilt  or  iimocence  of  Marj 
ft?" 
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Timms  screwed  up  hb  mouth,  passed  a  hand  over  hia  I>n)W) 
and  did  not  answer  for  near  a  minute. 

"  Perhaps  it  is  right,  after  all,  that  we  should  understand  each 
other  on  this  subject,"  he  then  said.  "We  are  associated  as 
counsel,  and  I  feel  it  a  great  honour  to  be  so  associated,  'Squire 
Dunscomb,  I  give  you  my  word ;  and  it  is  proper  that  we  should 
be  as  free  with  eaeh  other  as  brothers.  In  tlie  first  place,  then, 
I  never  saw  such  a  client  before,  as  this  same  lady— for  lady  I 
suppose  we  must  call  her  until  she  is  convicted " 

"  Convicted ! — You  cannot  think  there  is  much  danger  of  that, 
Timms?" 

"  We  never  know,  sir ;  we  never  know.  I  have  lost  cases  of 
which  I  was  sure,  and  gained  them  of  which  I  had  no  hopes — 
caeea  which  I  certainly  ought  not  to  have  gained  —  ag'in  all  law 
and  the  facts," 

"Ay,  that  came  of  the  horse-shed,  and  the  sleeping  of  two  in 
a  bed." 

"Perhaps  it  did,  'Squire,"  rcturaed  Timms,  laughing  very 
freely,  though  without  making  any  noise ;  "  perhaps  it  did.  When 
the  small-pos  is  about,  there  is  no  telling  who  may  take  it.  As 
for  this  case,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  it  is  my  opinion  we  shall  have 
to  run  for  disagreemenfs.  If  we  can  get  the  juries  to  disagree 
once  or  twice,  and  can  get  a  change  of  venue,  with  a  couple  of 
charges,  the  deuce  is  in  it  if  a  man  of  your  experience  don't 
comer  them  so  tightly,  they'll  give  the  matter  up,  rather  than 
have  any  more  trouble  about  it.  After  all,  the  state  can't  gain 
much  by  han^ng  a  young  woman  th»t  nobody  knows,  even  if 
aho  be  a  little  arisfocratical.  We  must  get  her  to  change  her 
dress  altogether,  and  some  of  her  ways  loo ;  which,  in  her  circum- 
stances,  I  «JI  downright  hanging  ways;  and  tie  sooner  she  is 
rid  of  them,  the  bett«r." 

"I  see  t^t  you  do  not  think  us  vei;  strong  on  the  merits, 
Hmme,  which  is  aa  much  aa  admitting  the  guilt  of  our  oUeitt.    T 
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naa  a  good  deal  inclined  to  suspect  the  worst  myself;  but  two  or 
three  more  interriewa,  and  what  my  nephew  Jack  Wilmeter  tells 
me,  have  produced  a  change.  I  am  now  strongly  inclined  to 
believe  her  innocent.  She  Laa  some  great  and  secret  cause  of 
apprehension,  I  will  allow;  but  I  do  not  think  these  unfortunate 
Goodwins  have  anything  to  do  with  it." 

"Waal,  one  never  knows.  The  verdict,  if  'not  guilty/  will 
be  just  as  good  as  if  she  wa.?  as  innocent  as  a  child  a  year  r,id, 
I  see  how  the  work  is  to  be  done.  All  the  laW;  and  the  summing 
up,  will  fall  to  your  share ;  while  the  out-door  w'ork  will  be  mine. 
We  may  carry  her  through  —  though  I  'm  of  opinion  that,  if  we 
do,  it  will  be  more  by  means  of  bottom  than  by  means  of  foot. 
There  is  one  thing  that  is  very  essential,  air — the  money  most 
hold  out" 

"Do  you  want  a  refresher  so  soon,  Timms? — Jack  tells 
me  that  she  has  given  you  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
already !" 

"I  acknowledge  it,  sir;  and  a  very  respectable  fee  it  is  —  you 
ought  to  have  a  thousand,  'Squire." 

"I  have  not  received  a  cent,  nor  do  I  mean  to  touch  any  of 
her  money.  My  feelings  are  in  the  case,  and  I  am  willing  to 
work  for  nothing." 

Timms  gave  his  old  master  a  quick  but  scrutinirang  glance. 
Dunscomb  was  youthful,  in  all  respects,  for  his  time  of  life;  and 
many  a  man  has  ioved,  and  married,  and  become  the  parent  of  * 
flourishing  family,  who  had  seen  all  the  days  he  had  seen.  That 
glance  was  to  inquire  if  it  were  possible  that  the  iinele  and  ne- 
phew were  likely  to  be  rivals,  and  to  obtain  as  mtieh  knowlodgo 
ss  could  be  readily  gkaned  in  a  quick,  jealous  look.  But  the 
nounsellor  was  calm  as  usual,  and  no  tinge  of  colourj  no  si^,  no 
genHeness  of  expression,  betrayed  the  existence  of  the  master 
jMBBion.  It  was  reported  among  the  bachelor's  intimates  tiurt 
fenAerly,  when  he  was  about  fivo-and-twen^,  he  had  had  an 
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^JGur  of  the  heart,  which  had  taken  such  deep  hold  that  even 
the  lady's  marriage  with  another  man  had  not  destroyed  it«  im- 
pression. That  marriage  waa  said  not  to  have  heen  happy,  and 
was  Buooeeded  by  a  second,  that  was  still  leps  so;  though  the 
parties  were  afHuent,  educated,  and  possessed  all  the  means  that 
are  commonly  supposed  to  produce  felicity.  A  single  child  was 
the  issue  of  the  first  marriage,  and  its  birth  had  shortly  preceded 
the  separation  that  foUoweiL  Three  years  later  the  father  died, 
leaving  the  whole  of  a  very  ample  fortune  to  this  child,  coupled 
with  the  strange  request  that  Dunscomb,  once  the  betrothed  of 
her  mother,  should  be  the  trustee  and  guardian  of  the  daughter. 
This  extraordinary  demand  had  not  been  comphed  with,  and 
Dunscomb  had  not  seen  any  of  the  parties  from  the  time  he 
broke  with  his  mistress.  The  heiress  married  young,  died  within 
the  year,  and  left  another  heiress;  hut  no  fiirlher  allusion  to  our 
counsellor  was  made,  in  any  of  the  later  wills  and  settlements. 
Once,  indeed,  he  had  heen  professionally  consulted  concerning 
the  devises  in  favour  of  the  gmnddaughter — a  certMn  Mildred 
Millingfon  —  who  was  a  second-cousin  to  Michae!  of  that  name, 
and  as  rich  as  he  was  poor.  For  some  years,  a  sort  of  vague 
expectation  prevailed  that  these  two  joung  Millingtons  might 
marry;  hut  a  feud  existed  in  the  family,  and  littJe  or  no  inter- 
ooarse  was  penaitted.  The  early  removal  of  lie  young  lady  to 
tt  distant  school  prevented  anch  a  result;  and  Michael,  in  dtic 
time,  fell  within  the  influence  of  Sarah  Wilraeter's  gentleness, 
bSBUty,  and  affection. 

Timms  came  to  the  condnsion  that  his  old  master  wks  not  in 
tore. 

"  It  is  very  convenient  to  be  rich,  'Squire,"  this  singnhir  being 
temsiked ;  "  and  I  daw  say  it  may  be  very  pleasant  to  praetiw 
fto  Mthisg,  when  a  man  has  his  pocket  fiill  of  money.  I  am 
poor,  Bnd  have  partieidor  Ba^s&etion  in  «  good  warm  fes.  9j 
the  way,  mr,  my  part  of  the  brainesu  re^abe?  plenty  of  nUflwy- 
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I  do  not  think  1  can  even  commence  operations  with  less  than 
Eve  hundred  dollars." 

DuDscomb  loaned  back,  atrctebod  forth  an  arm,  drew  hit) 
cheque-book  from  lis  niche,  and  fijled  a  cheque  for  the  sum  just 
mentioned.  This  he  quietly  handed  to  Uranis,  without  asj^ng 
for  any  rec«ptj  for,  while  he  knew  that  his  old  student  and 
fellow-priictitioner  was  no  more  to  be  trusted  in  matters  of  prao- 
tioe'tliau  was  an  eei  in  the  hand,  he  knew  that  he  was  scrupu- 
lously honest  io  matters  of  account.  There  was  noi  a  man  io 
the  state  to  whom  Dunscomb  would  sooner  confide  the  care  of 
uncounted  gold,  or  the  administration  of  an  estate,  or  the  pay- 
ment of  a  legacy,  than  this  very  individual;  who,  he  also  well 
knew,  would  not  eoruple  to  set  all  the  provisions  of  the  law  at 
naught,  in  order  to  obtain  a  verdict,  when  his  feelings  were  really 
in  the  case. 

"There,  Timms,"  said  the  senior  counsel,  glancing  at  hi* 
draft  before  he  banded  it  to  the  other,  in  order  to  see  that  it  waa 
correct;  "  there  is  what  you  ask  for.  Five  hundred  for  expenses, 
and  haJf  as  much  as  a  fee." 

"  Thank  you,  sir.  I  hope  this  is  not  gratuitous,  as  well  as  the^ 
eerriees?" 

"  It  is  not.  There  is  no  want  of  funds,  and  I  am-  put  in  pos- 
session of  sufficient  money  to  carry  us  through  witk  credit;  but. 
it  is  as  a  trustee,  and  not  as  a  fee.  This,  indeed,  is  the  most 
extraordinary  part  of  Hie  whole  affair ;  —  to  find  a  delicate,  edu- 
cated, accomplished  lady,  with  her  pockets  well  lined,  in  such  a- 
situation  I" 

"Why,  'Squire,"  s^d  Timms,  passing  his  hand  down  his 
ohin,  and  trying  to  look  simple  and  disinterested,  "  1  am  afraid 
clients  like  ours  are  often  flush.  I  have  been  employed  about 
tie  Tombs  a  good  deal  in  my  time,  and  I  have  gin'rally  found 
tiiBt  the  riohest  clients  were  the  bi^jest  rogues." 


awGoogle 


146  THE     WATB     OF     THE     HOUR. 

Dtinscomb  gave  Lis  compaDion  a  long  and  contemplative  look. 
He  saw  that  Timms  did  not  entertain  quite  as  favourable  an 
opinion  of  Mary  Moneon  aa  he  did  himself,  or  rather  that  he  was 
fast  getting  to  entertain;  for  his  own  distrust  ori^nally  waa 
Bcareely  leas  than  that  of  tiiia  hackneyed  dealer  Vith  human  rices. 
A  long,  close,  and  stringent  esaiuination  of  all  of  Timms's  fiicta 
succeeded  —  facts  that  had  been  gleaned  bj  collecting  statements 
on  the  spot.  Then  a  consultation  followed,  from  which  it  might 
be  a  little  premature,  just  now,  to  miBe  the  veil. 
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CHAPTEE  IX. 


Yet  the  unshaped  use  of  it  doth  move 
The  hearers  to  collection.  Thej  aim 
And  botch  the  words  up  lit  to  their  o' 


I'HH  reader  is  not  to  be  surprised  at  the  intimacy  which  existed 
Lietiiocn  Thomas  DuEscomb  and  tlie  half- educated  semi-rude  bein^( 
who  was  associated  with  him  as  counsel  in  the  important  cause 
diat  was  now  Boon  to  be  tried.  Such  intimacies  are  by  no  means 
UDCommon  in  the  course  of  events;  men  often  overlooking  great 
dis^milarities  in  principles,  as  well  as  in  personal  qualities,  in 
managing  their  associations,  so  far  as  they  are  connected  with 
the  affairs  of  this  world.  The  circumstance  that  Timms  had 
studied  in  our  counsellor's  office  would,  as  a  matter  of  aoatao, 
produce  certain  relations  between  them  in  aftec-Iife;  but  the 
student  had  made  himself  useful  to  his  former  tna3t«r  on  a  great 
variety  of  occasions,  and  was  frequently  employed  by  him  when- 
ever there  was  a  cause  depending  in  the  courts  of  Duke's,  the 
county  in  which  the  unpolished,  half-educated,  but  hard-working 
and  successful  county  practitioner  had  established  himself  It 
may  be  questioned  if  Dunscomb  really  knew  all  the  agencies  set 
in  motion  by  his  coadjutor  in  difficult  cases ;  but,  whether  he  did 
or  not,  it  is  quite  certain  that  many  of  them  were  of  a  character 
Hot  to  see  the  light.  It  ia  very  much  the  fashion  of  our  good 
repablk  to  torn  up  its  nose  at  all  other  lands,  a  habit  no  doubt 
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inheritfl  from  our  great  aacestore  the  English;  and  oneof  it« 
standing  themes  of  reproach  are  the  legal  corruptdona  aad  ubusea 
known  to  exist  iu  France,  Spain,  Italj,  &c. ;  all  over  the  world, 
in  short,  except  among  ourselves.  So  far  as  the  judges  aie  con- 
cerned, there  is  a  surprising  adherence  to  duty,  when  bribes  alone 
are  concerned,  no  class  of  men  on  earth  being  probably  leas  ob- 
uiixious  to  just  iuputations  of  this  chanictcr  than  the  innumera- 
ble corps  of  judicial  officers;  unpaid,  poor,  hard-worked,  and  we 
might  almost  add  nnhonoured,  as  thej  are.  That  cases  in  which 
bribes  are  taken  do  occur,  we  make  no  doubt;  it  would  be 
assuming  too  muck  iu  favour  of  human  nature  to  infer  the  con- 
trary; but,  uader  the  system  of  publicity  that  prevails,  it  would 
not  be  easy  for  this  crime  to  extend  very  far  without  ila  being 
exposed.  It  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  vast  judicial  corps  of 
tbe  States,  that  bribery  is  an  offence  which  does  not  apptar  to  he 
even  suspected  at  all ;  or,  if  there  be  exceptions  to  the  i-ule,  they 
exist  in  but  few  and  isolated  cases.  Here,  however,  oui'  eulogies 
jn  American  jusliee  must  cease.  All  that  Timms  has  intimated 
and  Dunacomb  haa  asserted  concerning  the  juriea  is  true;  and 
the  evil  is  one  that  each  day  increases.  The  tendency  of  every- 
thing belonging  to  the  government  is  to  throw  power  directly 
into  the  hands  of  the  people,  who,  in  nearly  all  eases,  use  it  as 
men  might  be  supposed  to  do  who  are  perfectly  irresponsible, 
have  only  a  remote,  and  half  the  time  an  invisible  interest  in  its 
exercise ;  who  do  not  feel  or  undersf^ud  the  consequences  of  their 
own  deeds,  and  have  a  pleasure  in  asserting  a  seeming  independ- 
ence, and  of  appearing  to  think  and  act  for  themselves.  Under 
iuch  a  rc^me  it  is  self-apparent  that  principles  and  law  must 
huffer;  and  so  the  result  proves  diuly,  if  not  hourly.  The  insti- 
tution of  the  jury,  one  of  very  questionable  utility  in  its  best 
aspects  in  a  country  Of  really  popular  institutions,  becomes  nearly 
intolerable,  unless  the  ooqrte  exercise  a  strong  and  salutary  influ- 
euoe  on  the  discharge  of  its  duties.    This  influence,  unhappily,  has 
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Lci-n,  graduallj  lesaeniug  among  us  tor  fie  laat  half  century,  until 
il  Las  reached  a  point  where  nothiug  is  more  oommoii  tbai)  to 
find  the  judge  obarging  (he  law  one  way,  and  the  jury  determining 
it  another.  In  moat  cases,  it  is  true,  there  is  a  remedy  for  (his 
abuse  of  power,  but  it  is  costly,  and  ever  attended  with  that  delay 
in  lic^e  "which  maketh  the  heart  sick."  Any  one,  of  even  the 
dullest  apprehension,  mu^t,  on  a  little  reflection,  perceive  that  a 
condition  of  things  in  which  the  ends  of  justice  are  defeated,  or  - 
BO  procrastinated  as  to  prodjice  the  results  of  defeat,  is  one  of  the 
least  desirable  of  all  those  in  which  men  can  be  placed  under  the 
social  compiict ;  te  Bay  nothing  of  its  corrupting  and  demoralizing 
effects  on  the  pubhc  mind. 

All  this  Dunacomb  saw,  more  viyidly,  perhaps,  than  most 
others  of  the  profession,  for  men  gradually  get  l«  be  so  accus- 
tomed to  abuses  as  not  only  to  tolerate  them,  but  to  come  to 
consider  them  as  evils  inseparable  from  hum^in  frailty.  It  was 
certaju,  however,  that  while  our  worthy  counsellor  so  far  sub- 
mitted to  the  force  of  things  as  frequently  to  close  his  eyes  to 
.  Timms's  manujuvres,  a  wcalinoss  of  which  nearly  every  one  is 
guilty  who  has  muoh  to  do  with  the  management  of  men  and 
things,  he  was  never  known  to  do  aught  himself  that  was  un- 
worthy of  his  high  standing  and  well-merited  reputation  at  the 
bar.  There  is  nothing  unusual  in  this  convenient  compromise 
between  direct  and  indirect  relations  with  that  which  is  wrong. 

■It  had  early  been  found  necessazy  to  employ  local  counsel  in 
Mary  Etlonson's  case,  and  Timms  was  recommended  by  his  old 
master  as  one  every  way  suited  to  the  particular  offices  needed. 
Most  of  the  duties  to  be  performed  were  strictly  legal;  though  it 
is  not  to  he  conoealed  that  some  soon  presented  themselves  that 
would  not  bear  the  light.  John  Wilraeter  communicated  ta 
Timms  the  particular  state  of  the  testimony,  as  he  and  Michael 
MillingtoQ  had  been  enabled  to  get  at  it ;  and  among  other  thin^ 
Qe  stated  his  .conviction  that  the  oocupaats  of  the  fitrm  nearest  tc 
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slie  kte  dwelling  of  the  Goodwina  were  likely  to  jrOve  some  oi 
the  most  dangeroua  of  the  witnesses  against  their  client.  Tbia 
family  consisted  of  a  sister-in-law,  the  Mrs.  Burton  already  men- 
tioned, three  unmarried  sisters,  and  a  brother,  who  was  the  hus- 
band of  the  person  first  named.  On  this  hint  Timms  immediately 
put  himself  in  communication  with  these  neighbours,  coneaeling 
from  them,  as  well  as  from  all  others  but  good  Mre.  Grott,  that 
■  W  wiia  retained  in  the  case  at  alL 

Timms  was  soon  struck  with  the  hints  and  half-revealed  state- 
ments of  the  persons  of  this  household ;  more  especially  wittt 
those  of  the  female  portion  of  it.  The  man  appeared  to  him  Ifl 
have  observed  less  than  his  wife  and  sisters;  but  even  he  had 
noudh  to  relate,  though,  aa  Timms  fancied,  more  that  he  had 
gleaned  from  those  around  him,  than  from  his  own  observations, 
Theaisters,  however,  hadagood  deal  to  say;  while  the  wife,  though 
silent  and  guarded,  seemed  to  this  observer,  as  well  as  to  young 
Millington,'fo  know  the  most  When  pressed  to  tellall,  Mrs. 
Burton  looked  melancholy  and  reluctant,  frequently  returning  fo 
the  subject  of  her  own  accord  when  it  bad  been  casually  dropped,  ■ 
but  never  speaking  explicitly,  though  often  invited  so  to  do.  It 
was  not  the  cue  of  the  counsel  for  the  defence  lo  drag  out  unfe- 
Tourable  evidence;  and  Timms  employed  certain  confidential 
figente,  whom  he  often  used  in  the  management  of  his  causes,  t« 
■BJfii  this  testimony  as  well  aa  it  could  be  done  without  the  eon- 
straining  power  of  the  law.  The  result  was  not  very  satisfactoi'y, 
in  any  sense,  more  appearing  to  bo  suppressed  than  was  related. 
It  was  feared  that  the  legal  officers  of  the  State  would  meet  with 
better  success. 

The  investigations  of  the  junior  counsel  did  not  end  here.  H 
«aw  that  the  public  sentiment  was  setting  in  a  current  so  strongly 
i^unBt  Mary  Monson,  that  he  soon  determined  fo  counteract  it, 
H  well  aa  might  be,  by  producing  a  reaction.  This  is  a  very 
oOinnion,  not  to  say  a  Tory  jwwerftil  agent,  in  the  managemeni 
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of  all  interesls  that  arc  subject  to  popular  opinion,  in  a  demo 
craey,  Kven  the  applicant  for  public  fevour  is  none  the  worse 
for  beginning  liis  aiivaucea  by  "a  little  aversion,"  provided  he 
can  contrive  to  make  the  premeditated  change  in  his  favour  lake 
the  aspect  of  a  reactioa.  It  may  not  be  so  easy  to  account  for 
this  caprice  of  the  common  mind,  as  it  is  certain  that  it  eziste. 
Perhaps  we  lite  to  yield  to  a  seeming  geDerosity,  have  a  plea- 
sure in  appearing  to  pardon,  find  a  consolation  for  our  own  Becret 
consciousness  of  errors,  in  thus  estending  favour  fo  the  errors 
of  otters,  and  have  more  satisfaction  in  preferring  those  who  aro 
fiillible,  than  in  exalting  the  truly  upright  and  immaculate ;  1^ 
indeed,  any  such  there  be.  Let  the  cause  be  what  it  may,  we 
think  the  facts  to  be  beyond  dispute ;  and  so  thought  Timms 
also,  for  he  no  sooner  resolved  to  counteract  one  public  opinion 
by  means  of  another,  than  he  set  about  the  task  with  coolness 
and  intelligence  —  in  short,  with  a  mixture  of  all  the  good  and 
had  qualities  of  the  man. 

The  first  of  his  measures  was  to  counteract,  as  much  as  he 
could,  the  effects  of  certain  paragraphs  that  had  appeared  in 
some  of  the  New  York  journals.  A  man  of  Timms's  native 
shrewdness  had  no  difficulty  in  comprehending  the  more  vulgav 
moral  machinery  of  a  daily  press.  Notwithstanding  i(s  '  we'e,' 
and  its  pretension  to  represent  public  opinion,  and  to  protect  the 
common  interests,  he  thoroughly  understood  it  was  merely  one 
mode  of  advancing  the  particular  views,  sustaining  the  personal 
Bchemes,  and  not  unfrequently  of  gratifying  the  low  malignity  of 
a  single  individual;  the  press  in  America  differing  from  that  of 
nearly  all  other  countries  in  the  fact  that  it  is  not  controlled  by  aaoo- 
nations,  and  d  not  reflect  the  decisions  of  many  minds,  or  con 
tend  for  principks  IJiat,  by  their  very  character,  have  a  tendency 
to  elevate  the  though!,.;.  There  are  some  immaterial  exceptions  aa 
relates  to  the  latter  characteristic,  perhaps,  principally  growing 
aut  of.  the  great  eilra-constitulional  question  of  slavery,  that 
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baa  quite  unnecessarily  been  drawn  info  the  discussions  of  tlic 
times  tlirougL  the  excited  warmth  of  zealots;  but,  as  a  rule,  the 
exciting  political  questions  that  elsewhere  compose  the  great 
theme  of  the  newspapers,  enlarging  their  views,  and  elevating 
their  articles,  may  be  regarded  as  eettlcd  among  ourselves.  In 
(he  parlioular  case  with  which-  Tirams  was  now  required  to 
deal,  there  was  neither  favour  nor  malice  to  counteract.  The 
Injustice,  and  a  most  cruel  injustice  it  was,  was  merely  in  catw- 
ing  to  a  morbid  desire  for  the  marvellous  in  the  vulgar,  wliich 
might  thus  be  turned  to  profit. 

Among  the  reporters  there  exists  the  same  diversity  of  quali- 
ties as  among  other  men,  beyond  a  question;  but  the  tendency 
of  the  use  of  all  power  is  to  abuse;  and  Timras  waa  perfectly 
aware  that  these  men  had  far  more  pride  in  the  influence  they 
wielded,  than  conscience  in  its  esercise.  A  feu  or  a  twenty  dollar 
note,  judiciously  applied,  would  do  a  great  deal  with  Ibis  "  Palla- 
dium of  our  Liberties,"  — there  being  at  least  a  dozen  of  these 
important  safeguards  interested  in  the  coming  trial— —our  associate 
counsel  very  well  knew;  and  Dunscomb  suspected  that  some 
Buch  application  of  the  great  persuader  Lad  been  made,  in  con- 
sequence of  one  or  two  judicious  and  well-turned  paragraphs  that 
appeared  soon  after  the  consultation.  But  Timms's  management 
of  the  press  waa  mainly  direet<;d  to  that  of  the  county  newspa- 
pers. There  wuio  three  of  these ;  and  as  they  had  better  cha- 
iact«rs  than  most  of  the  Manhattanese  journals,  so  were  they 
more  confided  in.  It  is  true,  that  the  whig  readers  never  heeded 
ia  the  least  anything  that  was  sud  in  "  The  Duke's  County  De- 
mocrat;" but  the  friends  of  the  last  took  their  revenge  in  discre- 
diting  all  that  appeared  in  tie  columns  of  the  Biberry  Whig.  In 
this  respect,  the  two  great  parties  of  the  country  were  on  a  pat ; 
each  manifesting  a  &ith  that,  in  a  better  cause,  might  suffice  to 
move  mountains;  and,  on  the  other  handj  an  unbelief  that  drove 
them  u]to  the  daxigerouB  folly  of  di««g&n^g  tlieir  foes.     Aa 
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Mary  Mon93n  had  nothing  to  do  with  politics,  it  was  not  difficult 
to  get  suitable  paragraphs  inserted  in  the  hostile  columns,  which 
was  alao  done  within  ^ight-and-fortj  hours  aft«r  lie  return  of  the 
junior  counsel  to  his  own  abode. 

Timms,  however,  was  far  from  trusting  to  the  newspapers 
nlone.  He  felt  that  it  might  bo  well  enough  to  set  'fire  to  fight 
fire;'  but  his  main  reliance  was  on  the  serrices  that  could  he  ren- 
dered by  a  timely  and  judicious  use  of  "  the  little  member." 
Talkers  was  what  he  wanted;  and  well  did  he  know  where  to 
find  theia,  and  how  to  get  them  at  work.  A  few  he  paid  in  a 
direct,  business-like  way;  taking  no  vouchers  for  the  sums  be- 
stowed, the  reader  may  be  assured ;  but  entering  each  item  care- 
fully in  a  little  mcanorandum-book  kept  for  hia  own  private  infor- 
matjen.  These  strictly  confidential  agents  went  to  work  with 
experienced  discretion  but  great  industry,  and  soon  had  some  ten 
or  Moen  fluent  female  friends  actively  engaged  in  circulating 
"  They  says,"  in  their  respeclive  neighbourhoods. 

Timms  had  reiected  a  great  deal  on  the  character  of  the' 
defence  it  might  be  most  prudent  to  get  up  and  enlarge  on.  In- 
sanity had  been  worn  out  by  t4Xi  much  use  of  late;  and  he  scarce 
gave  that  plea  a  second  thought.  This  particular  means  of  de- 
fence had  been  discussed  betwecu  him  andDunscomb,  it  is  true; 
but  each  of  the  counsel  felt  a  strong  repugnance  against  resorting 
to  it ;  the  one  on  account  of  his  indisposition  to  rely  on  anything 
but  the  truth ;  the  other,  to  use  his  own  mode  of  expressing  hini- 
belf  on  the  occasion  in  question,  because  he  "  believed  that  jurora 
could  no  longer  be  humbugged  with  that  plea.  There  have  been 
all  sorta  of  madmen  and  madwomen — " 

"  Gentlemen  and  lady  murderers" — put  in  Dunscomb,  drily. 

"  I  ask  your  pardon,  'Squire.;  but,  since  you  give  me  the  use 
of  my  nose,  I  will  offend  as  little  aa  possible  with  the  tongue  — 
though,  I  rather  conclude"  —  a  form  of  espresslon  inn<^  in 
bvour  with  Timms  —  "that  should  our  verdict  b^'guil^,'  yon 
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will  be  disposed  to  allow  there  may  be  one  lady  criminal  in  the 

"She  IB  a,  most  estraonliiiaTy  creaturej  Timms;  bothers  me 
more  than  any  client  I  ever  bad!" 

"  Indeed  !  Waal,  I  bad  set  her  down  as  just  the  contrary  — 
for  to  me  she  seems  to  be  aa  nnconcemed  as  if  tbe  wise  fout-ftnd- 
twenty  bad  not  presented  ber  to  justice  in  the  name  of  the  peo- 

pk." 

"It  is  not  in  that  sense  that  I  am  bothered — no  client  ever 
gave  counsel  Jess  trouble  than  Mary  Monsoirin  that  respect.  To 
me,  Tim  III  fl,  she  does  not  appear  to  have  any  concern  in  reference 
to  tbe  result." 

"  Supreme  innocence,  or  a  well-practised  esperience.  I  have 
defended  many  a  person  whom  I  knew  to  be  guilty,  and  two  or 
three  wbom  I  believed  to  be  innocent;  but  never  before  bad  as 
cool  a  client  as  this 

And  very  true  was  this  Even  tbe  announcement  of  tbe  pre- 
sentment by  the  gr  nd  jurj  appeared  to  give  Mary  Monson  no 
great  alarm.  Perhips  she  anticipated  it  from  the  first,  and  had 
prepared  herself  for  the  event  by  an  exercise  of  a  firmness  little 
BOmmon  to  her  sex  until  tbe  moments  of  extreme  trial,  when 
their  courage  would  eeem  to  rise  with  the  occasion.  On  her 
companion,  wbom  Timms  had  so  elegantly  styled  her  '  Lady 
Friend,'  certainly  as  thoroughly  vulgar  an  esptession  aa  was  ever 
drawn  into  the  service  of  tbe  heroics  in  gentility,  warm-hearted 
and  faithful  Marie  Moulin,  the  intelligence  produced  far  more 
^ect.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Wilmeter  overheard  tbe 
single  cry  of  "  MademoiseUe"  when  this  Swiss  was  first  admitted 
to  the  giol;  after  which  an  impenetrable  veil  closed  around  their 
proceedings.  The  utmost  good  feeling  and  confidence  were  appa- 
rent in  the  intercourse  between' the  young  mistress  and  ber  maid; 
if,  indeed,  Marie  might  thus  be  termed,  after  tbe  manner  in  whicb 
tthe  was  treated.   So  f^  from  being  kept  at.  tbe  diataaoe  whiah  it 
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ifl  usual  to  obserre  towards  an  attendant,  the  Swiss  was  ailmitted 
to  Mary  Monsnn-8  table ;  and  to  the  eyea  of  indifferent  obaeryeia 
she  might  very  well  pass  for  what  Timms  had  ao  elegantly  called 
a  "lady  friend."  But  Jack  Wilmeter  knew  too  much  of  the 
world  to  be  so  easily  misled.  It  is  true,  that  when  he  paid  his 
short  yisits  to  the  gaol,  Marie  Moulin  sat  sewing  at  the  pri- 
soner's side,  and  occasionally  she  even  hummed  low,  national 
airs  while  he  was  present ;  but  knowing  the  original  condition 
of  the  maid-servant,  our  young  man  waa  not  to  be  persuaded  that 
his  uncle's  client  was  her  ^eer,  any  more  than  were  the  jurors 
who,  agreeably  to  that  profound  mystification  of  the  common  law, 
are  thus  considered  and  termed.  Had  not  Jack  Wilmeter  known 
the  real  joMtion  of  Marie  Moulin,  her  "Mademoiselle"  would 
have  let  him  deeper  into  the  secrets  of  the  two  than  it  is  proba- 
ble either  ever  imagined.  This  word,  in  common  with  those  of 
"Monsieur"  and  "Madame,"  are  used,  by  French  servants,  dif- 
ferently from  what  they  are  used  in  general  society.  Unaccom- 
panied by  the  names,  the  domeetics  of  France  commonly  and 
exclusively  apply  them  to  the  heads  of  families,  or  those  they 
more  immediately  serve.  Thus,  it  was  far  more  probable  that 
Marie  Moulin,  meeting  a  mere  general  acquaintance  in  the  pri- 
soner, would  have  called  her  "  Mademoiselle  Marie,"  or  "  Made- 
moiselle Monsou,"  or  whatever  might  be  the  name  by  which  she 
had  known  the  young  lady,  than  by,  the  general  and  still  more 
respectful  appellation  of  "Mademoiselle."  On  this  peculiarity 
of  deportment  Jack  Wilmeter  speculated  profoundly ;  for  a  young 
man  who  is  just  beginning  to  submit  to  the  passion  of  love  la 
very  .apt  to  fancy  a  thousand  things  that  he  would  never  dreaia 
of  seeing  in  his  cooler  moments.  Still,  John  had  fancied  himself 
.bound  to  the  spells  of  another,  until  this  extraordinary  client  of 
his  uncle's  so  unexpectedly  crossed  his  path.  Such  is  the  biimiui 
bearL 
Good  and  kind-hearted  Mm.  GotA  bllowedthe  pruoner  most 
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of  fhc  privileges  tliat  at  all  comported  with  her  duty.  lacreaacd 
precautions  were  taken  for  the  security  of  the  accused,  as  soon  ai 
the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury  was  made,  by  a  direct  order 
from  the  court ;  but,  these  attended  Ifl,  it  was  in  the  power  of  hei 
whom  Timms  might  have  called  the  "  lady  sheriff,"  to  grant  a 
great  many  little  ipdulgences,  which  were  quite  cheerfully  ao. 
corded,  and,  to  al!  appearances,  as  gratefully  accepted. 

John  Wilmeter  wa.?  permitted  to  pay  two  regular  visits  at  the 
giate  each  day,  and  as  many  more  as  his  ingenuity  could  invent 
plausible  excuses  for  making.  On-all  oeeadons  Mrs.  Gott  opened 
the  outer  door  with  the  greatest  good  will ;  and,  like  a  true  woman 
as  she  is,  she  had  the  tact  to  keep  as  far  aloof  from  the  barred 
window  where  the  parties  met,  as  the  dimensions  of  the  outer  room 
would  allow.  Marie  Moulin  was  equally  considerate,  generally 
plying  her  needle  at  such  times,  in  the  depth  of  the  cell,  with 
twice  the  industry  manifested  on  other  occasions.  Nevertheless, 
nothing  passed  between  the  young  people  that  called  for  this  de- 
licate reserve.  The  conversation,  it  is  true,  turned  as  little  aa 
possible  on  the  strange  and  awkward  predicament  of  one  of  the 
colloquists,  or  the  employment  that  kept  the  voung  man  at 
Biberry.  Nor  did  it  turn  at  all  on  love.  There  is  a  premonitory 
state  in  these  attacks  of  the  heart,  during  which  skilful  observers 
may  discover  the  symptoms  of  approaching  disease,  but  which  do 
not  yet  betray  the  actual  existence  of  the  epidemic.  On  the  part 
of  Jack  himself,  it  is  true  that  these  symptoms  were  getting  to 
be  not  only  somewhat  apparent,  but  they  were  evidently  fast 
becoming  more  and  more  distinct;  while,  on  the  part  of  the 
hdy,  any  one  disposed  to  be  critical  might  have  seen  that  her 
colour  deepened,  and  there  were  signs  of  ddly  increasing  interest 
m  them,  as  the  hours  for  these  interviews  appijsached.  She  was 
interewted  in. her  young  legal  adviser;  and  interest,  with  women, 
b  the  usoal  precursor  of  the  master-passion.  Wo  betide  'tb» 
mo  whocamiotlntcra^  biit  whooUly  Btttuail  '      '■'       ■  ^ 
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Although  so  little  to  the  point  was  said  in  the  short  dialoguea 
between  Wilmeter  and  Maty  Monson,  there  were  dialogues  held 
witt  the  good  Mrs.  Gott,  by  esjih  of  the  parties  respectively,  in 
which  less  reserve  was  ohserved;  and  the  heart  was  permitted  to 
have  more  influence  over  the  movements  of  the  tongue.  The 
first  of  these  conversations  that  we  deem  it  necessary  to  relate, 
that  took  place  after  the  presentment,  was  one  that  immediately 
succeeded  aninterview  at  the  harred  window,  and  which  occurred 
three  days  subsequently  to  the  consultation  in  town,  and  two 
after  Timma's  machinery  was  actively  at  work  in  the  county. 

"  Well,  how  do  you  find  her  spirits  to-day,  Mr.  Wilmington  ?" 
asked  Mrs.  Gott,  kindly,  and  catching  the  conventional  sound  of 
the  young  man's  name,  from  having  heaul  it  an  often  in  the' 
mouth  of  Michael  Millington.  "  It  la  an  awful  atate  for  any 
human  being  to  be  in,  and  she  a  young,  deliLat«  woman ;  to  be 
tried  for  murder,  and  for  setting  fire  to  a  house,  and  all  ao 
soon !" 

"  The  moat  extraordinary  part  of  this  very  extraordinary  busi* 
Dess,  Mra.  Gott,"  Jack  replied,  "ia  the  perfect  indifference  of 
Miss  MoDson  to  her  fearful  jeopardy  I  To  me,  she  seems  much. 
more  anxious  to  be  closely  immured  in  gaol,  than  to  escape  from 
a  trial  that  one  would  think,  of  itself,  might  prove  more  than  so 
delicate  a  young  lady  could  bear  up  against." 

"Very  true,  Mr.  Wilmington;  and  she  never  Beems  to  think 
of  it  at  all!     Tou  see  what  she  has  done,  sir?" 

"Done  ,' — Nothing  in  particular,  I  hope?" 

"I  don't  know  what  you  c^dl  particular;  but  to  me  it  dooB 
eeem  to  be  remarkably  particular.  Didn't  jou  hear  &  piano,  anfl 
another  musical  instrument,  as  you  approached  the  gaol  ?". 

"  I  did,  rertainly,  and  wondered  who  could  produee  sudt.ndtoi- 
taUe  music  in  Bibeny."  .   ,.■ 

i-i-^BiWry  has  a  gie^  manyisuaicsl  ladies,  I.cap  teU.yo^  lUf; 
Wilmington,"  toturn^d  Mrs.  Gott,  a  little  wldly, ,  tlw^^  l>*f 
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good-Dature  ioEtantly  returned,  and  shone  out  in  one  of  her  m<»l 
fricpdly  smiles;  "and  those,  too,  that  have  heen  to  town,  and 
heard  all  the  great  performers  from  Europe,  of  whom  there  have 
been  so  many  of  late  years.  I  have  heard  good  judges  say  that 
Ihike'B  iMunty  is  not  much  behind  the  Island  of  Manhattan  with 
^e  piano  in  particular." 

"  1  rememhet^  when  at  Home,  to  have  heard  an  Englishman 
«iy  that  some  young  ladies  from  Lincolnshire  wer^  astonishing 
ihe  Romans  with  their  Italian  accent,  in  singjng  Italian  operas," 
inswered  Jack,  smiling.  "There  is  no  end,  my  dear- Mrs.  Gott, 
to  provincial  perfection  in  all  parts  of  the  world." 

"I  believe  I  understand  yoii,  but  I. am  not  at  aU  offended  lit 
your  meaning.  We  are  not  very  sensitive  about  the  gaols.  Ona 
thing  I  will  admit,  however;  Mary  Monson's  harp  is  the  first,  I 
ruther  think,  that  was  ever  heard  in  Biberry.  G-ott  t«lls  me" — 
this  was  tLe  familiar  manner  in  which  the  good  woman  spoke  of 
the  high  sheriff  of  Duke's,  as  the  journals  affectedly  call  that 
functionary  —  "that  ho  once  met  some  German  girls  strolling 
about  the  county,  playing  and  singing  for  money,  and  who  had 
juat  such  on  instrument,  but  not  one-half  aa  elegant;  and  it  faaa 
(brought  to  my  mind  a  suspicion  liat  Mary  Monson  may  be  one 
of  these  travelling  musicians," 

"  What?  to  stroll  about  the  country,  and  play  and  sing  in  the 
streets  of  villages  I' ' 

"  No,  not  that;  I  see  well  enough  she  cannot  be  of  that  sort. 
But,  there  are  all  descriptions  of  musicians,  as  well  as  all  de- 
scriptjonfl  of  doctors  and  lawyers,  Mr.  Wilmington,  Why  may 
aot  Ma*y  Monson  be  one  of  these  foreigners  who  get  so  rich  by 
singing  and  playing?  She  hae  just  aa  much  money  as  she  wanti^ 
ltd  epeads  it  freely  too,  This  I  know,  from  seeing  the  manner 
in' which  she  uses  it.  For  my  part,,  I  wish  she  had  less  mtitat 
Mtd  leas  xaoaay  just  now ;  ttxc  iiey  are  doing  her  no,  gmt  good 
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"Whj  not?  Can  auj  human  being  find  fault  with  iiicWj 
uid  a  hberal  spirit?" 

"Folks  will  find  fault  with  anything,  Mr.  Wilmington,  when, 
they  have  nothing  better  to  do.  You  know  how  it  is  with  our 
villagers  here,  as  wt^ll  ae  I  do.  Most  people  think  Mary  MoneoD 
guilty,  and  a  few  do  not.  Those  tliat  think  her  guilty  say  it  ia 
insolent  in  her  to  be  singing  and  pUjing  in  the  very  gaol  in 
which  she  ia  confined ;  and  talk  loud  against  her  for  that  very 
reason." 

"  Would  they  deprive  her  of  a  consolation  as  inaocent  aa  that 
•he  obtains  from  her  liarp  and  her  piano,  in  addition  lo  her  other     ■ 
sufferings !    Your  Biberry  folk  must  be  particularly  hard-hearted, 
Mrs.  Gott^" 

"Biberry  people  are  like  York  people,  and  American  people, 
and  English  people,  and  all  other  people,  I  fauey,  if  tjie  tnith 
was  known,  Mr,  Wilmington.  What  they  don't  like  they  disap- 
prove of,  that's  all.  Now,  was  I  one  of  them  that  believe  Mary 
Monson  did  actually  murder  the  Goodwins,  and  plunder  fieit 
drawers,  and  set  fire  tc  their  house,  it  would  go  ag'in  nt^  feelings 
too,  to  bear  ber  music,  well  as  she  plays,  and  sweet  aa  she  draws 
oat  the  sounds  from  those  wires.  Some  of  our  folks  take  the 
introduction  of  the  harp  into  the  gaol  particularly  hard  !" 

"Why  that  instrument  more  than  another?  It  was  the  one 
on  which  David  played." 

"Tbey  say  it  teas  I>avid'3  favourite,  and  ought  only  to  be 
f*ruck  to  religious  words  and  sounds." 

"  It  is  a  little  surprising  that  your  escessively  conscieatdoug 
people  so  often  forget  that  charity  is  the  chiefest  of  a,ll  the  Chris- 
tian graces." 

"  They  think  that  the  love  of  God  comes  first,  and  that  tbej 
onght  never  to  lose  aght  of  bis  honour  and  glory.  But  I  agree 
With  you,  Mr.  Wilmington;. 'feel  for  your  fellow-oreatureB^  ii 
B^y  rulaj  and  I'm  certain  I  am  then  feeling  for  my  Maker, 
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Yes;  many  of  the  neighbours  insist  that  a  harp  is  imsuited  to  a 
gaol,  and  thej  teli  me  that  the  inatrument  on  which  Maiy  Moneon 
plays  IB  a  real  antique." 

"Antique!     What,  a  harp  made  in  remote  ages?" 

"No,  I  don't  mean  that  exactly,"  returned  Mrs.  Oott,  colour- 
ing a  little ;  "  but  a  harp  made  so  much  like  those  used  by  the 
Psalmist,  that  one  uould  not  fell  them  apart" 

"  I  dare  say  David  had  many  varieties  of  stringed  instruments, 
ilpm  the  lute  up;  but  harpa  are  very  commOD,  Mre.  Gott  —  so 
common  that  we  hear  them  now  in  the  streets,  and  on  board  the 
steamboats  eyen.  There  is  nothing  new  in  them,  even  in  this 
country." 

"  Yes,  sir,  in  the  streets  and  on  board  the  boats ;  but  the  public 
wiU  tolerate  things  done  for  them,  that  they  won't  tolerate  in  in- 
dividuala.     I  suppose  ynu  know  that,  Mr.  Wilmington  ?' ' 

"  We  soon  learn  aa  much  in  this  country — but  the  gaols  are 
made  for  the  public,  and  the  harps  ought  to  be  privileged  in  them, 
aa  well  as  in  other  public  places." 

"I  don't  know  how  it  is — I'm  not  very  good  at  reasoning — 
but,  somehow  or  another,  the  neighboure  don't  like  that  Mary 
Monson  should  play  on  the  harp ;  or  even  on  the  piano,  situated 
as  she  is.  I  do  wish,  Mr,  Wilmington,  you  could  give  her  a  hint 
on  the  subject  ?' ' 

"  Shall  I  tell  her  that  the  muaio  ia  unpleasant  to  you  f" 

"  As  far  from  that  as  possible !  I  delight  in  it ;  but  the  neigh- 
bonra  do  not.  Then  she  never  shows  herself  at  the  grate,  to  folks 
oat^de,  like  all  the  other  prisoners.  The  public  wants  to  see  and 
to  converse  ,with  her." 

"  You  surely  could  not  espect  a  young  and  educated  female  to 
be  making  a  spectacle  of  heiself,  for  the  gratificatian  of  the  eyes 
of  all  the  vulgar  and  curious  in  and  about  Biberry  !" 

"Hush — Mr.  Wilmington,  you  are  most  ttxi  young  to  take 
g&ra  of  ffueh  iv  cause.    'Squire  Timma,  now,  is  a  man  whoifiudo^ 
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stjuidfi  Diike'a  county,  and  he  would  tell  you  it  u  not  wise  to  ' 
talk  of  the  vulgar  hereaboute ;  at  least  not  until  tb  >  veTdiot  is  in 
Besides,  moat  people  would  think  that  folks  have  n  right  to  look 
at  a  prisoner  in  the  common  gaol.     I  know  tliey  act  &s  if  thej 
thought  so." 

"  It  is  hard  enough  to  be  accused  and  confined,  without  sub- 
jecting the  patty  to  any  additional  degradation.  No  raau  has  a 
right  to  ask  to  look  at  Miss  Monson,  but  those  she  sees  fit  to  re- 
ceive, and  the  officials  of  the  law.  It  would  be  an  outrage  to 
tolerate  mere  idle  curiosity." 

"  Well,  if  you  think  so,  Mr.  Wilmington,  do  not  let  everybody 
know  it.  Several  of  the  clergy  have  either  been  hero,  or  have 
sent  to  offer  their  visits,  if  licceptablo." 

"And  what  has  been  the  answer?"  demanded  Jack,  a  little 
eagerly. 

"  Mary  Monson  has  received  all  these  oiTers  as  if  she  had  been 
a  queen !  politely,  but  coldly;  once  or  twice,  or  when  the  Me- 
thodist and  the  Baptist  came,  and  they  commonly  come  first,  1 
thought  she  seemed  hurt.  Her  colour  went  and  came  like  light, 
ning.  Now,  she  was  pale  as  death — nest,  *s  bright  as  a  rose — 
what  a  colour  she  has  at  times,  Mr.  Wilmington  I  Duke's  is 
rather  celebrated  for  rosy  fiices;  but  it  would  be  hard  to  find  her 
equal  when  she  is  not  thinking." 

"Of  what,  ray  good  Mrs.  Gott?" 

"Why,  most  of  the  neighboura  say,  of  the  Goodwins.  For 
my  part,  as  I  do  not  believe  she  ever  hurt  a  hair  of  the  head  of 
the  old  man  and  old  woman,  I  can  ima^ne  that  she  has  disa- 
greeable things  to  tbink  of  that  are  in  nowise  connected  witl: 
them." 

"  She  certainly  has  disagreeable  things  to  make  l^er  cheeks 
pale  that  are  connected  with  that  unfortunate  couple.  But,  1 
nigbt  to  know  all :  To  what  else  do  the  neighboars  object?" 

"To  tie  foreign  tongoee — they  tiiink  when  agrwid  JU17  ha.* 
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"  found  a  bill,  tte  accused  ought  to  talk  nothing  hut  plain  English, 
BO  thjtt  all  near  her  can  underetand  what  she  says." 

''  In  a  word,  it  is  not  thought  Buffieient  to  be  accused  of  such 
&  crime  ae  murder,  but  all  other  visitations  muat  follow,  to  lendei 
the  charge  as  horrible  aa  may  be!" 

"  That  is  not  the  way  they  look  at  it.  The  public  Cmcies  that 
in  a  public  matter  they  have  a  right  to  know  all  about  a  thing." 

"  And  when  there  is  a  failutn  m  the  proof,  they  imagine,  in 
went,  and  assert" 

-"  'Tis  the  ways  of  the  land.  I  suppose  all  nations  have  their 
ways,  and  follow  them." 

•'  Oue  thing  surprises  me  a  little  in  this  matter,"  Jack  rejoined, 
after  musing  a  moment;  "it  is  this.  In  most  cases  in  which 
women  have  any  connection  with  the  law,  the  leaning  in  tliis 
country,  and  more  particulariy  of  late,  has  been  in  their  favour." 

■"  Well,"  Mrs.  Gott  quietly  but  quickly  interruptedj  "  and 
ought  it  not  to  be  so?" 

"  It  ought  not,  unless  the  merits  are  with  them.  Justice  is 
"intended  to  do  that  which  is  equitable ;  and  it  is  not  fiiir  to  assume 
that  women  are  alw^s  right,  and  men  always  wrong.  I  know 
my  uncle  thinks  that  not  only  the  decisions  of  late  years,  but 
"the  laws,  have  lost  sight  of  the  wisdom  of  the  past,  and  are  gra- 
dually placing  the  women  above  the  men,  making  her  instead  of 
Mm  the  head  of  the  fiunily." 

"Well,  Mr.  Wilmington,  and  isn't  that  quite  right?"  de- 
manded Mrs.  Uott,  with  a  good-natured  nod. 

■"My  uncle  thinks  it  very  wrong,  and  that  by  a  raiataken  gal 
lantry  the  peace  o£  families  is  undermined,  and  their  disciplint 
destroyed ;  as,  in  punishment,  by  a  false  philanthropy,  rogues  are 
petted  at  the  eKpense  of  honest,  folk.  Such  are  the  opinions  'f 
Mr.  Thomas  Dunscomb,  at  least." 

"  Ay,  Mr.  THiomaa  Duosoomb  is  an  old  bachelor ;  and  bachelon* 
inve^  and  baohelots'.  -ihildieii,  as  we  well  know,  a»  always  ad 
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mltablj  managed.  It  ia  a  pity  they  are  not  moro  numerous," 
retorted  the  indomitably  good-humoured  wife  of  the  sheriff. 
"  But,  you  see  that,  in  this  case  of  Mary  Monaon,  the  feeling  is 
against,  rather  than  in  favour  of  a  woman.  That  may  he  owing 
to  the  fact  that  one  of  the  persons  murdered  was  a  lady  also," 

"  Dr.  BIcBrain  aays  that  hoth  were  females — or  lady-murdered 
— as  I  suppose  we  muat  call  them;  as  doubtless  you  have  heard, 
Mrs.  Gott.  Perhaps  he  is  believed,  and  the  fact  may  make  doubly 
Bgainat  the  accused." 

"  He  is  not  believed.  Everybody  hereabouts  kaows,  that  ono 
of  the  skeletons  was  that  of  Peter  Goodwin.  They  say  (iat  the 
District  Attorney  means  to  show  that,  beyond  all  dispute.  They 
tell  me  that  it  is  a  law,  ia  a  case  of  this  sort,  first  to  show  there 
has  been  a  murder;  second,  to  show  who  did  it." 

"  This  is  something  like  the  course  of  proceeding,  I  believe; 
though  I  never  sat  on  a  trial  for  this  offence.  It  is  of  no  great 
moment  what  the  district  attflmey  does,  so  that  he  do  not  prove 
that  Miss  Monson  ia  guilty;  and  this,  my  kind-hearted  Mrs.  Gott, 
you  and  I  do  not  believe  he  can  do." 

'.'  In  that  we  are  agreed,  air.  I  no  more  think  that  Mary  Mon- 
son did  these  things,  than  I  think  I  did  them  myself." 

Jack  expressed  his  thanks  in  a  most  grateful  look,  and  then 
the  interview  terminated. 


>y  Google 


"  In  gieaco.  Love  tunes  the  sliephcrd's  reed; 

In  halls,  in  gay  attire  is  seen ; 

In  liainlets,  danci-s  on  llic  green. 

Lin-e  rules  the  court,  the  camp,  the  grove. 


"  It  is  the  ways  of  the  land,"  Sfud  good  Mrs.  Gott,  in  one  of 
her  remarks  in  the  conversation  just  related.  Other  usages  pre- 
vail, in  connection  with  other  interests;  and  the  time  is  come 
when  we  must  refer  to  one  of  them.  In  a  word,  Dr.  McBrain 
Bud  Mrs,  tipdyke  were  about  tu  he  united  in  the  bands  of  matri- 
mony. As  yet  we  have  said  very  little  of  the  intended  bride; 
bnt  the  inddcnta  of  oiu'  tale  render  it  now  necessaiy  to  bring  her 
more  promiaently  on  the  stage,  and  to  give  some  account  of  her- 
self and  family. 

Anna  Wade  was  the  only  child  of  very  respectable  and  somfr 
what  affluent  parents.  At  nineteen  she  married  a  lawyer  of  suit^ 
able  yetu^,  and  became  Mrs.  Updyke.  This  union  lasted  but 
eight  years,  when  the  wife  was  left  a  widow  with  two  children ; 
I,  son  and  a  daughter.  In  the  course  of  time  these  children  grew 
up,  the  mother  devoting  herself  to  their  care,  education  and  well- 
being.  In  all  this  there  was  nothing  remarkable,  widowed  mo- 
thers doing  as  much  daily,  with  a  self-devotion  that  allies  them 
to  the  angels.     Frank  Updyke,  the  son,  had  finished  hia  edtm- 
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tion,  and  was  daily  espccted  to  arrive  from  a  tour  of  tliree  years 
ID  Europe.  Anna,  hej  mother's  namesake,  was  at  the  sweet  age 
of  Diueteen,  and  the  very  counterpait  of  what  the  elder  Anna 
had  been  at  the  same  period  in  hfe.  The  intended  bride  was  far 
from  heing  unattractiye,  "though  fully  five-and-forty.  In  the  eyes  . 
of  Dr.  McBrain,  she  was  even  oharniing;  although  she  did  not 
exactly  answer  those  celebrated  conditions  of  female  influence 
that  have  been  handed  down  to  us  in  the  familiar  (oast  of  a 
voluptuous  English  prince.  Though  forty,  Mrs.  Updyke  was 
neither  'fat'  nor  'fiiir;'  being  a  brunette  of  a  well-preserved  and 
Btill  agreeable  person. 

It  was  perhaps  a  httle  singular,  after  having  escaped  the 
femptations  of  a  widowhood  of  twenty  years,  that  this  lady  should 
think  of  marrying  at  a  time  of  life  when  most  females  abandon 
the  expectation  of  changing  their  condition.  But  Sirs.  Updyke 
was  a  pei-aon  of  a  vciy  wai-m  heart;  and  she  foresaw  the  day 
when  she  was  to  be  left. alone  in  the  world.  Her  son  was  much 
inclined  to  be  a  rover;  and,  in  his  letters,  he  talked  of  still  longer 
journeys,  and  of  more  protracted  absences  from  home.  He  in- 
herited an  independency  from  his  father,  and  had  now  been  his 
own  master  for  several  years.  Anna  was  much  courted  by  ihe 
circle  to  which  she  belonged ;  and  young,  affluent,  pretty  to  the 
very  verge  of  beauty,  gentle,  quiet,  and  singularly  warm-hearted, 
it  was  scarcely  within  tie  bounds  of  possibility  that  she  could 
escape  an  early  marriage  in  a  state  of  society  like  that  of  Man- 
liattaa.  These  were  the  reasons  Mrs.  Updyke  gave  to  her  female 
confidants,  when  she  deemed  it  well  to  explain  the  motives  of  her 
present  purpose.  Without  intending  to  deceive,  there  was  not  a 
word  of  truth  in  these  explanations.  In  point  of  fact,  Mrs.  Up- 
dyke, well  as  she  had  loved  the  husband  of  her  youth,  preserved 
lei  beaux  rentes  of  a  very  warm  and  afllectionate  heart;  and 
McBra^n,  a  well-preserved,  good-looking  man,  aDont  a,  dozen  years 
older  than  herself,  had  found  the  means  to  awaken  tta  gympathiM 
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to  such  a  degree,  as  once  more  to  place  the  comely  widow  com 
pletely  within  the  category  of  Cupid.  Ij  is  rery  possible  for  a 
woman  of  forty  to  love,  and  to  love  with  all  her  heart;  though 
the  world  seldom  takes  as  much  interest  in  her  weaknesses,  if 
weakness  it  is,  as  in  those  of  younger  and  fairer  subjects  of  the 
passion.  To  own  the  trutli,  Mrs.  Updyke  was  profoundly  in  lovo, 
while  her  betrothed  met  her  inclination  with  an  answering  sym- 
pathy that,  to  say  the  least,  was  fully  equal  to  any  fender  senti- 
ment he  had  succeeded  in  awakening. 

All  this  was  to  Tom  Dunscomb  what  he  called  "  nuts."  Three 
times  had  he  seen  hia  old  friend  in  this  pleasant  state  of  feeling, 
and  three  times  was  he  chosen  to  be  an  attendant  at  the  altar; 
once  in  the  recognised  character  of  a  groomsman,  and  on  the 
other  two  occasions  in  that  of  a  chosen  friend.  Whether  the 
lawyer  had  himself  completely  escaped  the  darta  of  the  little 
god,  no  one  could  say,  so  completely  had  he  succeeded  in  -veiling 
this  portion  of  his  life  from  obserTation;  but,  whether  he  had  or 
not,  he  made  those  who  did  submit  to  tie  passion  the  theme  of 
his  untiring  merriment. 

Children  usually  regard  these  tardy  inclinations  of  tieir  parents 
with  surprise,  if  not  with  downright  distasl*.  Some  little  sur- 
prise the  pretty  Anna  Updyke  may  have  felt,  when  she  was  told 
by  a  venerable  great-aunt  that  her  mother  was  about  to  be  mar- 
ried ;  but  of  distaste  there  was  none.  She  had  a  strong  regiird 
for  her  new  step-father,  that  was  to  be;  and  thought  it  the  most 
natural  thing  in  the  world  to  love.  Sooth  to  say,  Anna  Updyke 
had  not  been  out  two  years — the  American  girla  are  brought  out 
BO  young !  —  without  having  sundry  suitors,  Manhattan  is  the 
easiest  place  in  the  world  for  a  pretty  girl,  with  a  good  fortun(^ 
to  get  offers.  Pretty  girls  with  good  fortunes  are  usually  in 
request  everywhere ;  but  it  requires  the  precise  state  of  society 
that  edata  in  the  "Great  ComtnerdaJ  Emporium,"  t<r  give  a 
f  oung  woman  the  highest  dianoe  in  the  old  lottery,     ^et^ 
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iriiere  one-half  of  the  world  came  from  other  worlds  Pome  Jiaif  a 
d<wen  years  since  j  where  a  good  old  Manhattan  name  is  regarded 
U  upstart  among  a  crowd  that  scarcely  knows  whence  it  was  itself 
derived,  and  whither  it  is  destined,  and  where  few  have  any  real 
position  in  society,  and  fewer  still  know  what  the  t^e  meaning 
of  the  term  is,  money  and  beauty  are  the  constant  objects  of 
pursuit  Anna  Updyke  formed  no  exception.  She  had  declined, 
in  the  gentlest  manner  possible,  no  le^s  than  six  direct  offers, 
coming  from  those  who  were  detcrmmed  to  lose  nothing  by  diffi- 
dence ;  had  thrown,  cold  water  on  more  than  twice  that  number 
of  little  flames  that  were  just  heginnmg  to  bum ;  and  had  thrown 
into  the  fire  some  fifteen  or  '.isteen  anonymous  effusions,  in  prose 
and  verse,  that  came  from  ad\enturers  who  coald  admire  from  a 
distance,  at  the  opera  and  m  the  streets,  hut  who  hoi  no  present 
mftans  of  getting  any  nearer  than  these  mdirect  attempts  at  com- 
munication. We  say  "thrown  into  the  fire;"  for  Anna  was  too 
prudent,  and  had  too  much  self-respect,  to  retain  such  documents, 
ooming,  as  they  did,  from  so  many  "  Little  Unknowns."  The 
anonymous  effusions  were  consequently  burnt — with  one  excep- 
tion.. The  exception  was  in  the  case  of  a  sonnet,  in  which  her 
hair — and  very  beautiful  it  is  —  was  the  theme.  From  some  of 
tbe  little  free-masonrj  of  the  intercourse  of  the  sesos,  Anna 
fencied  these  lines  had  been  written  by  Jack  Wilmcter,  one  of 
the  most  constant  of  her  visiters,  as  well  as  one  of  her  admitted 
fevourites.  Between  Jack  and  Anna  there  had  been  divers 
passages  of  gallantry,  which  had  been  very  kindly  viewed  by 
McBrain  and  the  mother.  The  parties  themselves  did  not  under- 
stand their  own  feelings;  for  matters  had  not  gone  far,  when 
Mary  Monson  so  strangely  appeared  on  the  stage,  and  drew  Jack 
off,  on  the  trml  of  wonder  and  mystery,  if  not  on  that  of  real 
passion.  As  Sarah  Wilmeter  was  the  most  intimate  friend -of 
Anna  Updyke,  it  is  not  estraordinary  that  this  angular  fiinoy  of 
tlu  brother's  sKould  be  the  raligeot  of  coaveraation  between  &n 
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two  joung  women,  each  of  whom  probablj  felt  more  interest  in 
his  movements  than  any  other  persona  on  earth.  The  dialogoB 
we  are  about  to  relate  took  place  in  Anna's  own  room,  the  morn- 
ing of  the  day  which  preceded  that  of  the  wedding,  and  followed 
naturally  enough,  as  the  sequence  of  certain  remarks  which  had 
been  made  on  the  approaching  event. 

"  If  my  mother  were  living,  and  must  be  married,"  said  Sarah 
ffilmefer,  "  I  should  be  very  well  content  to  have  stieh  a  man  as 
Dr.  McBrain  for  a  step-father.  I  have  known  him  al!  my  life, 
and  he  is,  and  ever  has  been,  so  intimate  with  uncle  Tom,  that  I 
almost  think  bim  a  near  relation." 

"And  I  have  known  him  as  long  as  I  can  remember,"  Anna 
Btfladily  rejoined,  "  and  have  not  only  a  great  respect,  but  a  warm 
regard  for  hiai.  Should  I  ever  marry  myself,  I  do  not  believe  T 
shall  have  one-balf  the  attachment  for  my  father-in-law  aa  I  am 
sure  I  shall  feel  for  mj  step-fiither." 

"  How  do  you  know  there  will  be  any  father-in-law  in  the 
case  ?     I  am  sure  John  has  no  parent." 

"John!''  returned  Anna,  faintly — "What  is  John  to  me  ?" 

"Thank  you,  my  dear — he  is  something,  at  least,  to  me." 

"To  be  sure — a  brother  naturally  is — hut  Jack  is  no  brother 
rf  mine,  yon  will  please  to  remember." 

Sarah  cast  a  quick,  inquiring  look  at  her  friend ;  but  the  eyes 
of  Anna  were  thrown  downward  on  the  carpet,  while  the  bloom 
on  her  cheek  spread  to  her  temples.  Her  friend  saw  that,  in 
•mth.  Jack  was  no  brother  of  hers. 

"What  I  mean  is  this" — continued  Sarah,  following  a  threaJ 
that  ran  through  her  own  mind,  rather  than  anything  that  had 
been  ^ready  expressed  —  "  Jack  is  making  himself  a  very  silly 
fellow  jnst  now." 

Anna  now  raised  her  eyes ;  her  lip  quivered  a  little,  and  the 
bloom  destet^d' even  her  oheei.  Still,  she  made  no  .ro|dy.  Wo- 
Ben  «an  listen  aci^dy  at  au{A  mopentB ;  but  it  eommonly  exceed* 
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tiieir  powers  to  speak.  The  friends  nnderatood  each  other,  aa 
Barali  well  knew,  and  she  continued  her  remarks  precisely  as  if 
■  the  other  had  answered  them. 

"  Michael  Millington  brings  strange  accounts  of  Jack's  beha- 
Tiour  at  Bibeny!  Hesays  thiit  he  seema  to  do  nothing,  fJiink 
of  nothing,  talk  of  nothing,  hut  of  the  hardship  of  this  Marj 
Monson's  case." 

"  I  'm  sure  it  is  cruel  enough  to  awaken  the  pity  of  a  rock," 
said  Anna  Updyke,  iu  a  low  tone;  "a  woman,  and  she  a  lady, 
accused  of  such  terrible  crimes  —  murder  and  arson !" 

"What  is  arson,  child? — and  how  do  you  know  anything 
about  it?" 

Again  Anna  coloured,  her  feelings  being  all  seuativeness  on 
this  subject;  which  Jiad  caused  her  iar  more  pain  than  she  had!  ■ 
experienced  from  any  other  event  in  her  brief  life.    It  was,  how- 
ever, neocBsaiy  to  answer. 

"  Arson  is  setting  fi.re  to  an  inhabited  hotise,"  she  said,  after  a 
moment's  reflection ;  "  and  I  know  it  from  having  been  toM  its 
signification  by  Mr.  Dunseomb." 

"Did  uncle  Tom  say  anything  of  this  Mary  Monson,  and  of 
Jack's  singular  behaviour?" 

"  He  spoke  of  his  client  as  a  very  eifraordinary  person,  ani 
of  hit  accomphahmenls,  and  readiness,  and  beauty.  Altogether, 
he  does  not  seem  to  know  what  to  make  of  her." 

"  And  what  did  he  say  about  Jack  f  —  You  need  have  no  w- 
■erve  with  me,  Anna;  I  am  his  sister." 

"  I  know  that  very  well,  dear  Sarah — but  Jack'i  name  was 
not  mentioned,  I  believe  —  certainly  not  at  the  particular  time,, 
knd  in  the  conversation  to  which  I  now  refer." 

"  But  at  some  ot/ier  time,  my  dear,  and  in  some  other  oonTer> 
lation." 

"He  did  once  say  something  about  your  brother's  being  veey 
atteiitiTe  to  the  interests  df  the  person  he  eaUs  his  Duke's  couutj. 
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clieut  —  nothing  more,  I  do  assure  you.  It  is  the  duty  of  yonng 
lawyers  to  he  very  attentiye  to  the  interests  of  their  clients,  1 
should  think," 

"  A^uredly  —  and  that  most  especially  when  the  client  is  a 
young  iady  with  a  pocket  full  of  money.  But  Jaok  is  above 
want,  and  can  alFord  to  act  right  at  all  times  and  on  all  occasions. 
J  wish  he  had  never  seen  this  strange  creature." 

Anna  TJpdyke  sat  silent  for  some  little  time,  playing  with  tho 
hem  of  her  pocket-handkerchief.  Then  she  said  timidly,  speak- 
ing as  if  she  wished  an  answer,  even  while  she  dreaded  it — 

"Does  not  Marie  Moulin  know  something  ahout  her?" 

"  A  great  deal,  if  she  would  only  teU  it.  But  Marie,  too,  has 
gone  over  tn  the  enemy,  since  she  has  seen  this  siren.  Not  a 
word  can  I  get  out  of  her,  fiough  I  have  written  three  letfers, 
beyond  the  fiict  that  she  knows  Mademoiselle,  and  that  she  can- 
not believe  her  guilty." 

"  The  last,  surely,  is  very  important.  If  really  innocent,  how 
hard  lias  been  the  treatment  she  has  received  !  It  is  not  sur- 
prising that  your  brother  feels  so  deep  an  interest  in  her.  He  is 
very  warm-hearted  and  generous,  SaraJi ;  and  it  is  just  like  him 
tfl  devote  his  time  and  talents  to  the  service  of  the  oppressed." 

It  was  Sarah's  turn  to  be  silent  aod  thoughtful.  She  made  no 
answer,  for  she  well  understood  that  an  impulse  very  djf  .Tent 
from  that  mentioned  by  her  friend  was,  just  then,  influencing  her 
brother's  conduct. 

We  have  related  this  conversation  as  the  briefest  mode  of 
making  the  reader  acqumnted  with  the  true  state  of  things  in 
and  about  the  neat  dwelling  of  Mrs.  Updyke  in  Eighth -street. 
Much,  however,  remains  to  be  told  j  as  the  morning  of  the  very 
day  which  succeeded  that  on  which  the  foregoing  dialogue  waa 
held,  was  the  one  named  for  the  wedding  of  the  mistress  of  the 
house. 

At  the  veiT  early  hour  of  six,  thJ  put;  met  at  the  chnmi 
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door,  one  of  the  moat  gotbic  stractures  in  the  new  quarter  of  the 
town;  ajtd  five  miuutes  suffieed  to  make  the  two  one.  Anna 
Mbbed  as  she  saw  her  mother  passing  away  from  her,  as  it  then . 
appeared  to  her;  and  the  bride  herself  was  a  little  overcome. 
As  for  McBraia,  as  his  friend  Dunpconih  expressed  it,  in  a  de-' 
Bcripfjon  given  to  a  brotJier  bachelor,  wao  met  him  at  dinner — 

"  He  stood  fire  like  a  veteran !  You  're  not  going,  to  frighten 
a  fellow  who  has  held  forth  the  ring  three  timea.  You  will  re- 
member that  Ned  has  previously  killed  two  wives,  besides  all  the 
other  folk  he  has  slain;  and  I  make  no  doubt  the  fellow's  confi- 
dence was  a  good  deal  increased  by  the  knowledge  he  possesses 
that  none  of  ua  are  immortal — as  husbands  and  wives,  at  least." 

But-Torn  Dunscomb'a  pleasantries  had  no  influence  on  hia 
Mend's  happiness.  Odd  as  it  may  appear  to  some,  this  connec- 
tion was  one  of  a  warm  and  very  sincere  attachment.  Neither 
of  the  parties  had  reached  the  period  of  life  when  nature  be^oa 
to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  time ;  and  there  was  the  reasonable 
prospect  before  them  of  their  contributing  largely  to  each  other"!! 
future  happiness.  The  bride  was  dressed  witli  great  simplicity, 
bat  with  a  proper  care ;  and  she  really  justified  the  passion  that 
McBrain  insisted,  in  his  conversations  with  Dunscomb,  that  he 
felt  for  her.  Youthfiil,  for  her  time  of  life,  modest  in  demeanoui 
and  aspect,  atiU  attractive  in  person,  the  '  Widow  Updyke'  became 
Mrs.  McBrmn,  with  aa  eharraing  an  air  of  womanly  feeUng  as 
might  have  been  exhibited  by  one  of  less  than  half  her  age. 
Covered  with  blushes,  she  was  handed  by  the  bridegroom  inte 
his  own  carriage,  which  stood  at  the  church-door,  and  the  twt 
proceeded  to  TimbnUj.  ' 

As  for  Anna  Updyke,  she  went  to  pass  a  week  in  the  countrp 
with  Sarah  Dunscomb;  even  a  daughter. being  a  little  de  trap, 
IE  a  honey-moon.  Rattletrap  was  the  singular  name  Tom  Duns- 
tmnb  had  given  to  his  country-house.  It  was  a  small  vitla-likB 
T««ideiu%  on  the  bauka  of  the  Hudson,  ai)d  within,  the  island  of 
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■  Manhattan.  Conceited  ia  a  wood,  it  waa  ft  famous  place  fur  a 
bachelor  to  hide  his  oddities  in.  Here  Dunacomb  concentrated 
all  his  out-of-the-way  purchases,  including  ploughs  that  were  never 
used,  all  sorts  of  farming  utensils  that  were  condemned  to  the 
same  idleness,  and  such  contrivances  in  the  arts  of  fishing  and 
ahooting  as  struck  his  fancy;  though  the  lawyer  neyer  handled* 
rod  or  levelled  a  fowling-piece.  But  Tom  Dunscomb,  though  ho 
professed  to  despise  love,  had  fancies  of  his  awa.  It  gave  him  a 
certain  degree  of  pleasure  to  seem  to  have  these  several  tastes ; 
and  he  ttrew  away  a  good  deal  of  money  in  purchasing  these 
characteristic  ornaments  for  Rattletrap.  When  Jack  Wilmeter 
ventured,  one  day,  to  aak  his  uncle  what  pleasure  he  could  find 
in  collecting  so  many  costly  and  perfectly  useless  articles,  imple- 
ments' that  had  not  the  smallest  apparent  connection  with  his 
ordinary  pursuits  and  profession,  he  got  the  following  answer ; — 

"  You  are  wrong.  Jack,  in  supposing  that  these  traps  are  use, 
less.  A  lawyer  has  occasion  for  a  vast  deal  of  knowledge  that 
he  will  never  get  out  of  his  books.  One  should  have  the  elements 
of  all  the  sciences,  and  of  most  of  the  arts,  in  his  mind,  to  make 
a  thoroughly  good  advocate;  for  their  application  will  become 
necessary  on  a  thousand  occasions,  when  Blick stone  md  Kent 
can  be  of  no  service.  No,  no,  I  prize  mj  pr(fe»»ioni  highly, 
and  look  upon  Eattletrap  as  my  Inn  of  Court  " 

Jack  Wilmeter  had  come  over  irom  Bibcrry  to  attend  the 
wedding,  and  had  now  areompanied  the  partj  into  the  countiy, 
as  it  was  called;  though  the  place  of  Dunscomb  was  so  near 
town  that  it  was  not  diffii-ult,  when  the  wind  waa  at  the  south, 
ward,  to  heaj  the  fire-bell  on  the  City  Hall  The  meeting  be- 
tween John  Wilmeter  and  Anna  TJpdjke  had  been  fortunately  a 
little  relieved  by  the  -peculiar  circumstances  in  which  the  Iatt*r 
was  placed.  The  feeling  she  betrayed,  the  pallor  of  her  cheek, 
ind  the  nervousness  of  her  deportment,  might  all,  naturally 
enough,  be  imputed  to  the  emotions  of  a  danght«r,  who  saw  hei 
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own  mother  standing  at  thu  altar  by  the  side  of  ow  who  wwi 
not  her  natural  father  I^et  this  be  as  it  might,  Auua  1  id  Jie 
Bdvaatagc  of  the  mfereutea  which  fhiae  around  her  mile  jn 
these  facts  JChe  young  people  met  first  m  tho  ohurch,  when, 
there  was  no  opportunity  for  any  ei.(,hinge  of  language  or  looks 
Sarah  took  her  fnend  away  with  btr  alone,  on  the  rojid  to  Eatlle 
trap,  immediately  after  the  oori-mony,  in  order  to  allow  Anna  a 
epirita  and  manner  to  become  composed,  without  being  subjected 
to  unpleasant  observation.  Duiiseomb  iiiid  bis  nephew  droye  out 
in  a  light  vehicle  of  the  latter's ;  and  Michael  Millington  ap- 
peared later  at  the  villa,  bringing  with  bim  to  dinner,  Timms, 
who  came  on  business  connected  with  the  approaching  trial. 

There  never  had  been  any  love-making,  in  the  direct  meaning 
of  the  term,  between  John  Wilraeter  and  Anna  Updyke.  They 
had  known  each  other  so  long  and  so  intimately,  that  both  re- 
garded the  feeling  of  kindness  tJiat  each  knew  subsisted,  as  a 
mere  fraternal  sort  of  affection.  "Jack  is  Sarah's  brother," 
thought  Anna,  when  she  permitted  herself  to  reason  on  tlic 
subject  at  all ;  "  and  it  is  natural  that  I  should  have  more  friend- 
ship for  him  than  for  any  other  young  man."  "  Anna  is  Sarah's: 
most  intimate  friend,"  thought  Jack,  "  and  that  is  the  long  and 
short  of  my  attachment  for  her.  Take  away  Sarah,  and  Anna 
would  be  nothing  la  me ;  though  she  is  so  pretty,  and  clever, 
and  gentle,  and  iadyJike.  I  must  like  those  Anna  likea,  orit 
might  make  us  both  unhappy."  This  was  the  reasoning  of 
nineteen,  and  when  Anna  Updyke  was  just  budding  into  young 
womanhood  ;■  at  a  lat«r  day,  habit  had  got  to  be  so  much  in  tho 
ascendant,  that  neither  of  the  young  people  ihoughi  much  on  the 
subject  at  all.  The  preference  was  strong  in  each — so  strong, 
mdeed,  as  to  hover  over  the  confines  of  passion,  and  quite  near 
to  its  vortex;  though  the  long  accustomed  feeling  prevented 
either  from  entering  into  its  analysis.  The  attachments  thai 
gp)w  op  with  our  daily  associations,  and  get  to  be  so  interwoven 
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with  our  moat  familiar  thoughfs,  seldom  carry  avray  ttose  whc 
submit  to  them,  in  the  whirlwind  of  passion;  which  ate  much 
more  apt  to  attend  sudden  and  impulsive  love.  Cases  do  cer- 
tainly occur  in  which  the  parties  have  long  known  each  other, 
and  have  lived  on  for  years  in  a  dull  appreciatiou  of  mutual 
rnerit — sometimes  with  prejudices  and  alienation  active  between 
Ihem;  when  suddenly  al!  is  changed,  and  the  scene  that  waa 
'lately  so  tranquil  and  lame  becomes  tumultuous  and  glowing, 
and  life  assumes  a  new  charm,  as  the  profound  emotions  of  pns- 
Bion  chase  away  its  dulnessj  substituting  hope,  and  fears,  and 
lively  wishes,  and  soul-felt  impressions  in  its  stead.  This  is  not 
usual  in  the  course  of  the  most  wayward  of  all  our  impulses; 
but  it  does  occasionally  happen,  brightening  existence  with  a 
glow  that  might  well  be  termed  divine,  were  the  colours  bestowed 
derived  from  a  love  of  the  Creator,  in  lieu  of  that  of  one  of  hia 
-creatures.  In  these  sudden  awakenings  of  dormant  feelings, 
some  chord  of  mutual  sympathy,  some  deep-rooted  affinity  is 
aroused,  carrying  away  their  possessors  ^n  a  torrent  of  the  feel- 
ings. Occasionally,  wherever  the  affinity  is  active,  the  impulse 
natural  and  strongly  sympathetic,  these  sudden  and  seemingly  , 
wayward  attachments  are  the  most  indelible,  colouring  the  whole 
of  the  remiunder  of  life;  but  oflener  do  they  take  the  character 
«f  mere  impulse,  rather  than  that  of  deeper  sentiment,  and  dis- 
appear, as  they  were  first  seen,  in  some  sudden  glow  of  the 
ihoriion  of  the  affections. 

In  thii  brief  analysis  of  some  of  the  workings  of  the  heart, 
■we  may  find  a  clufe  to  the  actual  frame  of  mind  in  which  John 
Wilmeter  returned  from  Biberry,  where  he  had  now  been,  like  a 
sentinel  on  post,  for  several  weeks,  in  \-igilant  watchfulness  over 
the  interests  of  Mary  Monson,  During  all  that  time,  however, 
he  had  not  once  been  admitted  within  the  legal  limits  of  the 
prison ;  holding  his  brief,  but  rather  numerous  conferences  with 
bie  client^  at  the  littla  grat«  in  the  massiv,  door  that  separated 
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tlie  gaol  from,  the  dwelling  of  the  slieriff.  Kind-hearted  Mrs. 
Gott  would  Lave  admitted  him  to  the  gallery,  whenever  he  chose 
to  ask  that  favour ;  hut  this  act  of  courtesy  had  heen  forhiddec 
by  Mary  Monson  herself.  Timms  she  did  receiye,  and  she  con- 
ferred with  him  in  private  on  more  than  one  occasion,  manifesting 
great  earnestness  in  the  consultation  a  that  preceded  the  approach- 
ing trial.  But  John  Wilmeter  she  would  receive  only  at  tha 
grate,  lite  a  nun  in  a  well-regulated  convent.  Even  this  coyness 
contributed  t-o  feed  the  fire  that  Lad  been  so  suddenly  lighted  in 
the  young  man's  heart,  on  which  the  strangeness  of  the  prisoner's 
situation,  her  personal  attractions,  her  manners,  and  all  the  other 
known  peculiarities  of  person,  history,  education  and  deportment, 
had  united  to  produce  a  most  lively  impression,  however  fleeting 
it  was  to  prove  in  the  end. 

Had  there  been  any  direct  communications  on  the  subject  of 
the  attachment  that  had  so  long,  so  slowly,  but  so  surely  been 
taking  root  in  the  hearts  of  John  and  Anna,  any  reciprocity  in 
open  confidence,  this  unlooked-for  impulse  in  a  new  direction 
could  not  have  overtaken  the  young  man.  He  did  not  know  how 
profound  was  the  interest  that  Anna  took  in  him ;  nor,  for  that 
matter,  was  she  aware  of  tt  herself,  until  Michael  Millingtoa 
brought  the  unpleasant  tidings  of  the  manner  in  which  his  friend 
seemed  to  be  entranced  with  his  uncle's  client  at  Biberry.  Then, 
indeed,  Anna  was  made  to  feel  that  surest  attendant  of  the  live- 
liest love,  a  pang  of  jealousy;  and,  for  the  first  time  in  her  young 
and  innocent  life,  she  became  aware  of  the  real  nature  of  her 
sentiments  in  behalf  of  John  Wilmeter.  On  the  other  ham^ 
drawn  aside  from  (he  ordinary  course  of  hia  afiections  by  sudden, 
impulsive,  and  exciting  novelties,  John  was  fast  submitting  to 
the  influence  of  the  charms  of  the  fair  stranger,  as  has  been  more 
than  once  intimated  in  our  opening  pages,  as  the  newlj-fallen 
mow  melta  under  the  rays  of  a  noon-day  sun. 

Such,  then,  was  the  state  of  matters  in  this  littlo  oirole,  wheo 
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the  wedding  took  place,  aod  John  Wilnieter  joined  the  family 
^arty.  Although  Dunscomb  did  all  he  could  to  mate  (he  dinner 
gay,  Battletrap  had  seldom  entertained  a  more  silent  company 
than  that  which  sat  down  at  its  little  round  table  on  this  occasion. 
John  thought  of  Biberry  and  Mary  Monson;  Sarah's  imagina- 
tion w«s  quite  busy  in  wondeiing  why  Michael  MilHngton  stayed 
away  so  long;  and  Anna  was  on  the  point  of  bursting  into  tears 
half-a-dozen  times,  under  the  depression  produced  by  the  joint 
events  of  her  mother's  marriage,  and  John  Wiimeter's  obyious 
change  of  deportment  towards  her. 

"  What  the  deuce  baa  kept  Michael  Millington  and  that  fellow 
Timms,  from  joining  us  at  dinner,"  said  the  master  of  the  house, 
aa  the  fruit  was  placed  upon  the  table  ;  and,  closing  one  eye,  he 
looked  with  the  other  through  the  ruby  rays  of  a  glass  of  well- 
cooled  Madeira  —  his  favourite  wine.  "Both  promised  to  be 
punctual ;  yet  here  are  they  both  sadly  out  of  time.  They  knew 
the  dinner  was  to  come  off  at  four." 

"  As  is  one,  sir,  so  are  both,"  answered  John.  "  You  will 
remember  thej  were  to  come  together?" 

"True — and  Millington  is  rather  a  punctual  man — especially 
in  visiting  at  Rattletrap" — here  Sarah  blushed  a  little;  but  the 
engagement  in  her  case  being  announced,  there  was  no  occasion 
for  any  partieukr  confusion.  "  We  shall  have  to  take  Michael  with 
OS  into  Duke's  nest  week.  Miss  Wilmeter;  the  case  being  too 
grave  to  neglect  bringing  up  all  our  forces." 

"Is  Jack,  too,  to  take  a  part  in  the  trial,  uncle  Tom  ?"  do- 
manded  the  niece,  with  a  little  intcr^t  in  the  answer. 

"Jack,  too — everybody,  in  short.  When  the  life  of  a  fine 
young  woman  is  conoemed,  it  bohooves  her  counsel  to  be  active 
mnd  diligent.  I  have  never  before  had  a  caoae  into  which  my 
feelings  have  so  completely  entered  —  no,  aevei." 

"  Do  not  counsel  always  enter,  heart  and  huid,  into  their  olienta* 
{ntoresta,  and  make  themselveB,  as  it  might  be,  m  yon  gestl^ner. 
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of  the  bar  sometimes  term  these  things,  a  '  part  and  parcel'  of 

Thiri  question  wag  pot  by  Sarah,  but  it  caused  Anna  to  raise 
her  eyes  from  the  fruit  ahe  was  pretending  to  cat,  and  to  listen 
intently  to  the  reply.  Perhaps  she  fancied  that  the  anawer  might 
explain  the  absorbed  manner  in  which  John  had  engaged  in  the 
service  of  the  accused, 

"  As  iar  from  it  as  possible,  in  many  coses,"  returned  the  undo ; 
"though  there  certainly  are  others  in  which  one  engages  with  all 
his  feelings.  But  every  day  lessens  my  interest  in  the  law,  and 
all  that  belongs  to  it." 

"  Why  should  that  be  ao,  sir? — I  have  heard  you  called  a  de- 
votee of  the  profession." 

"That's  because  I  have  no  wife.  Let  a  man  live  a  bachelor, 
and  ten  to  one  he  gets  some  nickname  or  other.  On  the  other 
hand,  let  him  marry  two  or  three  times,  like  Ned  McBrain— beg 
your  pardon,  Nanny,  for  speaking  disrespectfully  of  your  papa — 
but  let  a  follow  just  get  his  third  wife,  and  they  tack  '  family'  to 
his  appellation  at  once.  He  's  an  excellent  family  lawyer,  or  a 
capital yamtZi/  physician,  or  a  supremely  pious — no,  I  don't  know 
that  they've  got  so  far  as  the  parsons,  for  thsi/  are  all  family 
fellows." 

"  You  have  a  spite  agaigst  matrimony,  uncle  Tom." 

"  Well,  if  I  have,  it  stops  with  me,  as  a  family  complaint. 
You  are  free  from  it,  my  dear;  and  I'm  half  inclined  to  think 
Jack  will  marry  before  he  is  a  year  older.  But,  here  are  the 
tardies  at  last." 

Although  the  uncle  made  no  allusion  to  the  person  his  nephew 
was  to  marry,  everybody  but  himself  thought  of  Mary  MonaOD 
»t  once.  Anna  turned  pale  as  death ;  Sarah  looked  thoughtful, 
and  even  sad;  and  John  became  as  red  as  scarlet.  But  the  en- 
tranee  of  Michael  Millington  and  Timms  caiised  the  converas<ion 
to  turn  on  another  subject,  as  a  matter  of  oouise. 
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"We  expected  you  to  dinner,  gentlemen,"  Dunsooiab  drily 
remarked,  as  he  pushed  the  bottle  to  hia  gueafa. 

"  Business  before  eating  is  mj  maxim,  'gquire  Dansooinb," 
Timms  replied.  "  Mr.  MilliDgtoo  and  I  haye  been  very  busy  in 
the  ofEce,  from  the  moment  Dr.  McBrain  and  hia  lady " 

"  Wife — Bay '  wife,'  Timms,  if  you  please.  Or,  '  Mrs.  McBrain,' 
if  you  like  that  better." 

"  Well,  sir,  I  used  the  word  I  did,  out  of  compliment  to  the 
other  ladies  preaent.  They  love  to  he  honoured  and  signalized 
in  our  language,  when  we  speak  of  them,  sir,  I  believe." 

"Poh!  poh!  Timms;  taie  my  advice,  and  let  all  these  small 
matters  alone.  It  lakes  a  life  to  master  them,  and  one  must  be- 
gin from  the  cradle.  When  all  is  ended,  they  are  scarce  worth 
the  trouble  they  give.  Speak  good,  plain,  direct,  and  manly 
Eiiglish,  I  have  always  told  you,  and  you  '11  get  along  well 
enough;  but  make  no  attempts  to  be  fine.  'Dr.  McBrain  snd 
lady,'  is  next  thing  '  to  going  through  Hurlgaie,'  or  meeting  a 
'lady  friend.'  You'll  never  get  the  right  sort  of  a  wife,  until 
you  drop  all  such  abaurditiea." 

"  I  '11  tell  you  how  it  is,  'Squire :  so  far  as  law  goes,  or  even 
morals,  and  I  don't  know  but  I  may  say  general  government 
politics,  I  look  upon  you  aa  the  best  adviser  I  can  consult.  But, 
when  it  comes  to  matrimony,  I  can't  .see  how  you  should  know 
any  more  about  it  than  I  do  myself.  I  do  intend  to  get  married 
one  of  these  days,  which  is  more,  I  fancy,  than  you  ever  had  in 
view." 

"No;  my  great  concern  has  been  to  escape  matrimony;  but  a 
man  may  get  a  very  tolerable  notion  of  the  sex  while  manceuvring 
aawng  them,  with  that  intention.  I  am  not  certain  that  he  who 
has  had  two  or  three  handsomely  managed  escapes,  doesn't  learn 
aa  much  aa  be  wto  haa  had  two  or  three  wives — Imean  of 
naefdl  infonnatdoib '  What  do  you  think  of  all  this,  Milling 
toil  ?" 
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"  That  I  wish  for  no  escapes,  when  m  j  choice  baa  been  free 
uid  fortunate." 

"  And  you,  Jack  ?" 

"  Sir  !"  answered  the  nephew,  starting,  aa  if  aroused  from  a 
brown  study.     "Did  you  speak  to  me,  uncle  Tom?" 

"He  '11  not  be  of  much  use  to  us  next  week,  Timras,"  said 
the  counsellor,  coolly,  filling  his  own  and  bis  neighbour's  glasa 
as  he  spoke,  with  iced  Madeira — "These  capital  cas«s  demand 
tbe  utmost  vigilance  [  more  especially  when  popular  prejudice 
gets  in  against  them." 

"  Should  the  jury  find  Mary  Monson  to  be  guilty,  what  would 
be  the  sentence  of  the  court?"  demanded  Sarah,  smiling,  even 
while  she  seemed  much  interested  —  "I  believe  that  is  right, 
Mike — the  court  'sentences,'  and  the  jury  'convicts.'  If  there 
be  any  mistake,  you  must  answer  for  it."" 

"  I  am  afraid  to  spcai  of  laws,  or  constitutions,  in  the  presence 
of  your  uncle,  since  the  rebuke  Jack  and  I  got  in  that  a&ir  of 
the  lo.ist,"  returned  Sard's  betrothed,  arching  his  eye-browfl. 

"  By  the  way,  Jack,  did  that  dinner  ever  come  off?"  demanded 
tbe  uncle,  suddenly;  "I  looked  for  your  toasts  in  the  journals, 
but  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  seen  them." 

"You  could  not  have  seen  any  of  mine,  sir;  for  I  went  to 
Biberry  that  very  morning,  and  only  left  there  last  evening  "  — • 
Anna's  countenance  resembled  a  lily,  just  ag  it  begins  to  droop  — 
"  I  believe,  however,  the  whole  affiiir  fell  through,  aa  no  one  aeemB 
to  know,  just  now,  who  are  and  who  are  not  the  friends  of  liberty. 
It  is  tbe  people  to-day;  tbe  pope  next  day;  some  prince  to-mor- 
row ;  and,  by  the  end  of  the  week,  we  may  have  a  Massaniella 
or  a  Robespierre  uppermost.  The  times  seem  sadly  out  of  joint, 
just  now,  and  the  world  ia  fast  getting  to  be  upwde-down." 

"  It 's  all  owing  to  this  infernal  Code,  Timma,  which  is  enough 
h>  revolutionize  human  nature  itself!"  cried  Dunsoomb,  with  aa 
mimalion  that  produced  a  laugh  in  tlie  young  folk,  (Anne  ox* 
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eeiited,)  and  a  simper  in  the  person  addressed.  "  Ever  since  this 
thing  has  come  into  operation  among  us,  I  never  know  when  a 
case  is  to  be  heard,  the  decision  had,  or  the  principles  that  ure 
to  come  uppermost.  Well,  we  must  try  and  get  some  good  out 
of  it,  if  we  can,  in  this  capital  case." 

"  Which  is  drawing  very  near,  'Squire ;  and  I  have  some  facts 
to  communicate  in  that  a^r  which  it  may  be  well  to  compare 
with  the  law,  without  much  more  delay." 

"Let  us  finish  this  bottle — if  the  boys  help  «s,  it  will  not  he 
much  more  than  a  glass  apiece." 

"I  don't  thinJi  the  'Squire  will  ever  he  wp/ieZd  at  the  polls  by 
the  Temperance  people,"  said  Timms,  filling  his  glass  to  the  brim ; 
for,  to  own  the  truth,  jt  waa  seldom  that  he  got  such  wine. 

"As  you  are  expecting  to  he  held  up  by  them,  my  fine  fellow. 
I  've  heard  of  your  ma&agement,  master  Timms,  and  am  told 
you  aspire  as  high  as  the  State  Senate.  Well ;  there  is  room  for 
better,  but  much  worse  men  have  been  sent  there.  Now,  let  ne 
go  to  what  I  call  the  '  Battletrap  offioe.^  " 
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"  The  strawberry  grows  undcmcalh  the  nettle ; 
And  wholesome  berries  thrive  and  rfpcn  best, 
Neighbour'd  by  fruit  of  baser  quality." 

King  Henry  F. 

Thebe  stood  a  very  prettj  pavilion  in  one  of  the  grovBB  of 
Rattletrap,  overbanging  the  water,  with  the  rock  of  the  river-shore 
for  its  foundation.  It  had  two  small  apartments,  in  one  of  which 
Dunscomb  had  caused  a  book-case,  a  table,  a  rocking-chair  and  a^ 
lounge  to  he  placed.  The  other  waa  fiirniahed  more  like  an  ordi- 
uarj  aumraer-house,  and  was  at  all  times  accessible  lo  the  inmate? 
of  the  family.  The  sanctum-,  oroffice,  was  kept  locked;  and 
here  its  owner  often  brought  his  papers,  and  passed  whole  days,, 
during  the  warm  months,  when  it  is  the  usage  to  be  out  of  town, 
in  preparing  his  cases.  To  this  spot,  then,  the  counsellor  now 
held  his  way,  attended  by  Timma,  haying  ordered  a  servant  to 
bring  a  light  and  some  eegars;  smoking  being  one  of  the  regular 
occupations  of  the  office.  In  a  few  minutes,  each  of  the  two  men- 
of  the  law  bad  a  segar  in  his  mouth,  and  was  seated  at.a  little 
window  that  commanded  a  fine  view  of  the  Hudson,  its  fleet  of 
sloops,  steamers,  tow-hoata  and  colliers,  and  its  -high,  rocky 
western  shore,  which  has  obtained  the  not  inapprcpriate  name  of 
the  Palisades. 

The  Bcgars,  the  glass,  and  the  pleasant  scenery,  teeming  as  wasi 
the  last  mth  movement  and  life,  i^peared,  for  the  moment,  to 
fliire  fcom  the  minds  of  the  two  men. of  the  ktr.tfae  bnj9ine»aD. 
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which  they  had  met.  It  was  a  proof  of  the  effect  of  habit  that 
a  persoD  like  Dunsoomb,  who  was  rea,lly  a  good  niaD,  and  one 
who  loved  his  fellow-creatures,  could  juot  then  forget  that  a 
human  life  was,  in  some  measure,  dependent  on  the  decisiona  of 
this  yerj  interview,  and  permit  his  thoughts  to  wander  from  so 
important  an  interest.  So  it  was,  however;  and  the  first  topio 
that  arose  in  this  consultatjon  had  no  reference  whatever  to  Mary 
Monson  or  her  approaching  trial,  though  it  soon  led  the  collo- 
quiste  round  to  her  situation,  as  it  might  bo  without  their  intend* 
ing  it. 

"This  is  a  charming  retreat,  'Squire  Ihinscomb,"  eommeneed 
Timms,  settling  himself  with  some  method  in  a  very  commodious 
arm-chair;  "and  one  that  I  ahoidd  often  frequent,  did  I  own  it." 

"I  hope  you  will  live  to  be  master  of  one  quite  as  pleasant, 
Timms,  some  time  or  other.  They  tell  me  your  practice,  now,  is 
one  of  the  best  in  Duke's;  some  two  or  three  thoii=and  a  year,  I 
dare  say,  if  the  truth  were  known  " 

"It's  as  good  as  anybody's  on  our  circuit,  unless  you  count 
the  bigwigs  from  York.  I  Won't  name  the  sum,  even  to  as  old 
a  friend  as  yourself,  'Squire ;  for  the  man  who  lets  the  world 
peep  into  his  purse,  will  soon  find  it  footing  him  up,  Hke  a  sum 
in  arithmetic.  You  've  gentlemen  in  town,  however,  who  aoraS- 
times  get  more  for  a  single  cafee,  than  I  can  'am  in  a  twelve- 
month." 

■  "  Slill,  considering  your  beginning,  and  lata  appearance  at  the 
bar,  Timms,  you  are  doing  pretty  well.  Do  yon  lead  in  many 
trials  at  the  circuit  f" 

"That  depends  pretty  much  on  age,  you  know,  'Squire. 
Gen'rally  older  lawyers  are  put  into  all  my  causes ;  but  I  have 
mrried  one  or  two  through,  on  my  own  shoulders,  and  that  by 
main  strength  too." 

"  It  most  have  been  by  your  facta,  rather  than  by  your  I1.W. 
The  rerdicts  turned  altogether  on  testimony,  did  they  notf* 


>y  Google 


"Pretty  muct  — and  that's  the  sort  of  case  /  like.  A  mau 
can  prepare  Lis  evidence  beforehand,  and  make  aome  caJculatioae 
where  it  will  land  him;  hut,  as  for  the  law,  I  do  not  see  that 
studying  it  as  hard  as  I  will,  makes  me  much  the  wiaef.  A  case 
is  no  sooner  settled  one  way,  by  a  judge  in  New  York,  than  it  js 
settled  in  another,  in  Pennsylvany  or  Virginny." 

"  And  that,  too,  when  cowts  were  identical,  and  had  a  charac- 
ter !  Now,  we  have  eight  Supreme  Courts,  and  they  are  begin- 
ning to  settle  the  law  in  eight  different  ways.  Have  you  studied 
the  Code  pretty  closely,  Timms?" 

"Not  I,  sir.  They  tell  ine  things  will  come  round  under  it  in 
time,  and  I  try  to  be  patient.  There 's  one  thing  about  it  that  I 
do  like.  It  has  taken  all  the  Latin  out  of  £he  law,  which  ia  a 
great  help  to  us  poor  scholars." 

"  It  has  that  advantage,  I  confess ;  and  before  it  is  done,  it 
will  tahe  all  the  law  out  of  the  Latin,  They  tell  mo  it  was  pro- 
posed to  call  the  old  process  of  'ne  exeat'  a  writ  of  'no  go.'  " 

"  Well,  to  my  mind,  the'  last  would  be  the  best  term  of  tho 
two." 

"Ay,  to  your  mind,  it  might,  Timms,  How  do  jou  like 
rhe  fee4)iUB,  and  the  new  mode  of  obtaining  your  compensa- 

"  Capital !  The  more  they  change  them  matters,  the  deeper 
we  '11  dig  into  'cm,  'Squire  I  I  never  knew  reform  help  the  great 
body  of  the  community — all  it  favours  is  individdles." 

"There  is  more  truth  in  that,  Timms,  than  you  are  probably 
aware  of  yourself.  Reform,  fully  half  the  time,  does  no  more 
than  shift  the  pack-saddle  from  one  set  of  shoulders  to  another. 
Nor  do  I  believe  much  is  gained  hj  endeavouring  to  make  law 
cheap.  It  were  better  for  the  community  that  it  should  be  deai-j 
though  cases  do  occur  in  which  its  charges  might  amount  to  a 
denial  of  justice.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  world  oftener 
deoidw  under  the  influence  of  exceptioua,  rather  than  under  that 


,dt>y  Google 


at  the  rule.  Besides,  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  check  the  gajmi  tf 
&  thouaand  or  two  of  hungry  attorneys." 

*'  There  you  're  rightj  'Squire,  if  you  never  hit  the  nail  oi.  &c 
head  before  !  But  the  new  echeme  ia  working  well  for  ui,  and, 
in  one  sense,  it  may  work  well  for  the  people.  The  compensation 
ifi  the  first  thing  thought  of  now ;  and  when  that  is  the  case,  the 
client  stops  to  think.  It  isn't  every  person  that  holds  as  large 
and  as  open  a  purse  as  our  lady  at  Biberry  !" 

"  Aj,  she  confinues  to  fee  you,  does  she,  Timms  ?  Pray,  bow 
much  has  she  given  you  altogether?" 

"  Not  enough  to  build  a  new  wing  to  the  Astor  Library,  nor 
to  set  up  a  parson  in  a  gothic  temple ;  still,  enough  to  engage 
me,  heart  aad.band,  in  her  service.  First  and  last,  my  receipta 
have  been  a  thousand  dollars,  besides  money  for  the  outlays." 

"Which  have  aranunted  to " 

"More  than  as  much.  more.  This  ia  a  matter  of  life  and 
death,  you  know,  sir;  and  prices  rise  accordingly.  All  I  have 
received  has  been  handed  to  me  either  in  gold  or  in  good  current 
paper.  The  first  troubled  me  a  good  deal ;  for  I  was  not  certain 
some  more  pieces  might  not  be  recognized,  though  they  were  all 
eagles  and  half«agies." 

"  Has  any  such  recognition  occurred  ?"  demanded  Dunscomb, 
with  interest. 

"  To  be  frank  with  yon,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  I  sent  the  money 
to  town  at  once,  and  set  it  afloat  in  the  great  current  in  Wall 
Street,  where  it  could  do  neither  good  nor  harm  on  the  trial.  It 
would  have  been  very  green  in  me  to  pay  out  the  precise  coin 
among  the  people  of  Duke's.  No  one  could  say  what  might 
have  been  the  consequences." 

"  It  ia  not  vei'y  easy  for  me  to  foretell  the  consequences  of  the 
Bubstitutes  which,  it  aeema,  you  did  use.  A  fee  to  a  counsel  I 
ean  understand ;  but  what  the  deuce  you  have  done,  legally, 
with  a  thousand  dollars  out>ofJoors,  exceeds  my  j 
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I  tmet  you  have  not  been  attempting  to  purchase  jutotb, 
Emma?" 

"  Not  I,  air  I  know  the  penalties  too  well,  to  venture  on  auch 
a  defence.  Besides,  it  is  too  soon  to  attempt  that  game.  Jurors 
taaj  be  bought ;  sometimes  are  bought,  I  have  heard  aaj" — here 
Timms  screwed  up  hia  face  into  a  most  aiguifivant  mimicry  of 
disapprobation  —  "but  /have  done  nothing  of  the  sort  in  the 
'  State  vs.  Mary  Mouson.'  It  is  too  soon  to  operate,  oven  should 
,  the  testimony  drive  us  to  thai,  in  the  long  run." 

"I  forbid  all  illegal  measures,  Timms.  You  know  my  rule  of 
trying  causes  is  never  to  overstep  the  limils  of  the  law." 

"Yes,  Mr;  I  understand  your  principle,  which  will  answer, 
provided  both  sides  stick  to  it.  But,  let  a  man  act  as  close  ta 
what  is  called  honesty  as  he  please,  what  certainty  has  he  that 
uis  adversary  will  observe  the  same  rule  ?  This  is  the  great 
difficulty  I  find  in  getting  along  in  the  world,  'Squire;  opposition 
upsets  all  a  man's  best  intentions.  Now,  in  polities,  sir,  there  ia 
no  man  in  the  country  better  disposed  to  Uphold  respectable  can- 
didates and  just  principles  than  I  am  myself  j  but  the  other  side 
squeeze  us  up  so  tight,  that  before  the  election  comes  off,  I  'm 
ready  to  vote  for  the  devil,  rather  than  get  the  worst  of  it." 

"Ay,  that's  the  wicked  man's  excuse  all  over  the  world, 
Timms.  In  voting  for  the  gentleman  you  have  just  mentioned, 
you  will  remember  you  are  sustaining  the  enemy  of  your  race, 
whatever  may  be  bis  particular  relation  to  his  party.  But  in  this 
affiur  at  Biberry,  you  will  please  to  remember  it  is  not  an  eleo- 
'tion,  nor  is  the  devil  a  candidate.  What  success  have  yon  had 
with  the  testimony?" 

"  There  's  an  abstract  of  it,  sir ;  and  a  pretty  mess  it  is !  So 
far  as  I  can  sec,  we  shall  have  to  rest  entirely  on  the  witnesses 
of  the  State ;  for  I  can  get  nothing  out  of  the  accused." 

"  Does  she  still  insist  on  her  silence,  in  respect  of  the  past?*' 
,     "  As  close  as  if  she  had  been  bom  dumb.     I  have  told  her  in 
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the  strongest  language  th'it  her  life  depends  on  her  appearing  be- 
fore the  jnrj  with  a  plim  tale  and  a  good  character;  but  she  will 
help  me  to  neither      I  never  had  such  a  client  before — " 

"Open-handed,  you  mean,  I  suppose,  Timma?" 

"In  that  partic'Iar,  'Squire  Dunscorah,  she  is  just  what  the 
profession  likes  —  liberal,  and  pays  down.  Of  course,  I  ajn  bo 
much  the  more  anxious  to  do  all  I  can  in  her  case ;  but  she  will 
iOot  let  me  serve  her." 

"There  must  be  some  strong  reason  for  all  this  reserve,  Timms 
—  Have  you  questioned  the  Swiss  maid,  that  my  niei;e  sent  tc 
ter.  We  know  her,  and  it  would  seem  that  she  knows  Mary 
Monson.  Here  is  so  obvious  a  way  of  coming  at  the  past,  I 
trust  you  have  spoken  to  her?" 

■"  She  will  not  let  mo  say  a  word  to  the  maid.  There  they  live 
together,  chatter  with  one  another  from  morning  to  night,  in 
French,  that  nobody  understands ;  but  will  see  no  one  but  me, 
■and  me  only  in  public,  aa  it  might  he." 

"In  public' — You  have  not  asked  fcr  private  interviews,  ehl 
Timms?  Remember  yonr  views  up  n  the  county,  and  the  great 
danger  there  is  ni  the  eleciors  finding  ycu  out." 

"  I  well  know  &quire  Dunscomb,  th  it  your  opinion  of  me  is 
not  very  flattering  in  some  partic  lars,  while  in  others  I  think 
jou  place  me  pretty  well  up  the  hdder  As  for  old  Duke's,  I 
l)elieve  I  stand  as  wtU  in  that  county  as  any  maa  in  it,  now  the 
Bevolutionary  patriots  are  nearly  gf  nt  So  long  as  any  of  them 
lasted,  we  modern  fellows  had  no  chance;  and  the  way  in  which 
■relics  were  brought  to  light  was  wonderful !  If  Washington  only 
!had  an  army  one-tentb  as  strong  as  these  patriots  make  it  out  to 
be,  he  would  have  driven  the  British  from  the  country  years 
sooner  than  it  was  actually  done.  Luckily,  my  grandfather  did 
eerve  a  short  four  of  duty  in  that  war ;  and  my  own  father  was  a 
captain  of  militia  in  1814,  lying  out  on  Uartem  Heights  and 
Hailcm  Common,  most  of  the  fall ;  whon  and'  where  he  caught 
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THB    WAV8    OP     THE     HOUR.  l87 

the  rhenmatiiHii.  Tins  waa  no  bod  capital  to  start  upon;  and, 
though  you  treat  it  ligbtly,  'Squire,  I  'm  a  favourite  in  the  county 
— I  am !" 

"Nobody  doubts  it,  Timms;  or  can  doubt  it,  if  he  knew  the 
historyof  these  matters.  Let  me  see — I  believe  I  first  heard  of 
you  as  a  Temperance  Lecturer?" 

"  Excuse  me ;  I  began  with  the  Common  Schools,  on  which  I 
lectured  with  some  Bucceas,  one  whole  season.  Then  came  the 
Temperance  cause,  out  of  which,  I  will  own,  not  a  little  capital 
was  made." 

"  And  do  you  stop  there,  Timmsj  or  do  you  tide  some  other    . 
hobby  into  power?" 

"It's  my  way,  Mr.  Ihinscomb,  to  try  all  sorts  of  nied'cines. 
Some  folks  that  wunt  touch  rhubarb  will  swallow  salts;  and  all 
pulates  must  be  satisfied.  Free  Sile  and  Emancipation  Doctrines 
are  coming  greatly  into  favour;  but  they  are  ticklish  things,  that 
cut  like  a  two-edged  sword,  and  I  do  not  fancy  meddling  with 
them.  There  are  about  as  many  opposed  to  meddling  with  slavery 
in  the.  free  Slates,  as  there  are  in  fiivour  of  it.  I  wish  I  knew 
your  sentiments,  'Squire  Dunseomb,  on  this  subject.  I  've  always 
bund  your  doctrines  touching  the  Constitution  t«  be  sound,  and 
rucb  as  would  stand  examination," 

"  The  constitutional  part  of  the  qneation  is  very  simple,  and 
^ffesents  no  difficulties  whatever,"  returned  the  counsellor,  squint- 
lEg  through  the  ruby  of  his  glass,  with  an  oId-ba«helor  sort  of 
delight,  "  except  for  those  who  have  special  ends  to  obtain." 

"  Has,  or  has  not,  Congress  a  legal  right  to  enact  laws  prevent- 
ing the-admission  of  slaves  into  California?" 

"  Congress  has  the  legal  right  to  govern  any  of  its  territoriea 
despotically ;  of  course,  to  admit  or  to  receive  what  it  may  pleass 
within  their  limits.  The  resident  of  a  territory  is  not  a  citizen, 
and  has  no  legal  claim  to  be  so  considered.  California,  as  a  cod- 
qiierod  territory,  may  be  thus  governed  by  the  Uwe  of  nations, 
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unleas  the  treaty  of  cession  places  some  rcstrictiona  on  thu  autbo- 
rity  of  the  conqueror.  A  great  deal  of  absurdity  is  afloat  among 
ttise  who  should  know  better,  touching  the  powers  of  government 
in  this  country.  You  fourself,  are  one  of  those  fellows,  Timms, 
who  gel  things  upside-aown,  aud  fancy  the  Constitution  is  to  be 
looked  into  for  everything." 

"And  is  it  not,  'Squire? — that  is,  in  the  way  of  theory  —  in 
practice,  I  know  it  is  a  very  different  matter.  Are  we  not  to  look 
into  the  Constitution  for  all  the  powers  of  the  government?" 

"  Of  the  govemmeni,  perhaps,  in  one  sense — but  not  for  those 
of  the  nation.  Whence  come  the  powers  to  niaie  war  and  peace, 
to  form  treaties  and  alliances,  maintain  armies  and  navies,  coin 
money,  fm.  V 

"  Tou  '11  find  them  all  in  the  Constitution,  as  I  read  it,  sir." 

''  There  is  just  jour  mislake ;  and  connected  with  it  are  moat 
of  the  errors  that  are  floating  about  in  our  pohtiial  world  The 
country  gets  its  legal  right  to  do  all  these  things  fr^m  the  tawa 
of  nations ;  the  Constitution  merely  saying  icho  -ihall  be  its  agents 
in  the  esetciae  of  these  powers.  Thus  war  is  rendend  legal  by 
the  custom  of  nations;  and  the  Constitution  says  Congress  shall 
declare  war.  It  also  says  Congress  shall  pass  all  laws  that  be- 
come necessary  to  carry  out  this  power.  It  follows,"  Congress 
may  pass  any  law  that  has  a  legitimate  aim  to  secure  a  conquest. 
Nor  is  this  all  the  functionaries  of  the  government  can  do,  on 
general  principles,  in  the  absence  of  any  special  provisions  by  a 
direct  law.  The  latter  merely  supersedes  or  directs  the  power 
jf  the  former.  The  Constitution  guarantees  nothing  to  the  ter- 
ritories. They  are'  strictly  subject,  and  may  be  governed  abso- 
lutely. The  only  protection  of  iheir  people  is  in  the  sympathy 
and  habits  of  the  people  of  the  States.  We  give  them  political 
liberty,  not  as  of  legal  necessity,  hnt  as  a  boon  to  which  they  are 
entitled  in  good^lowship' — ot  ae  the  -fitther  piovidea  foi  his 
chililren," 
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"  Then  you  think  Congress  has  power  to  exclude  slavery  fnin: 
California  ?" 

"I  can't  imagine  a  greater  legal  absurdity  than  tu  deny  it.  I 
eee  so  use  in  any  legislation  on  the  subject,  as  a  matter  of  prac- 
tice, siace  California  will  shortly  decide  on  this  interest  for  itself; 
but,  as  a  right  in  theory,  it  strikes  me  to  be  madness  to  deny 
(hat  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  full  power  over  all 
its  territories,  both  on  general  principles  and  under  the  Constitu- 

■ "  And  in  the  Deestrict  —  you  hold  to  the  same  power  in  the 
DeeBtrict?"  • 

"  Beyond  a  question.  Congress  can  abolish  domestic  servitude 
or  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  whenever  it  shall  see  fit 
The  right  is  as  clear  as  the  sun  at  noon-day." 

"  K  these  are  your  opiuions,  'Squire,  I  '11  go  for  Free  Sile  and 
Abolition  in  the  Deestrict.  They  have  a  popular  cry,  and  take 
wonderfully  well  in  Duke's,  and  will  build  me  up  considerable. 
I  like  to  be  right;  but,  moat  of  all,  I  like  lo  be  strong." 

■''  If  you  ajlopt  such  a  course,  you  will  espouse  trouble  without 
any  dower,  and  that  will  be  worse  than  McBrain's  three  wives; 
and,  what  is  more,  in  the  instance  of  the  District,  you  will  be 
guilty  of  an  act  of  oppression.  You  will  remember  that  the 
possession  of  a  legal  power  to  do  a  particular  thing,  does  not  infer 
a  moral  right  to  exercise  it.  As  respects  your  Free  Soil,  it  may 
be  well  to  put  down  a  foot ;  and,  so  far  as  votes  legally  used  can 
be  thrown,  to  prevent  the  further  extension  of  alavery.  In  this 
respect  you  are  right  enough,  and  will  be  sustained  by  an  over- 
whelniing  majority  of  the  nation ;  but,  when  it  comes  to  the 
District,  the  question  has  several  Bides  to  it." 

"You  said  yourself,  'Squire,  that  Congresa  haa  all  power  to 
legislate  for  the  Deestrict?" 

**  No  doubt  it  has  —  but  the  possession  of  a  power  does  not 
oeoeiieaTily  imply  its  use.     We  have  power,  ae  a  nation,  to  nuJte  . 
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Wai  on  little  Portugal]  and  crush  her;  but  it  would  be  very 
wicted  to  do  so.  "When  a  member  of  CoDgress  votes  on  any 
question  that  strictly  applies  to  the  District,  he  should  reason 
precisely  as  if  his  eoiistitueuts  all  lived  in  the  Distriut  itself 
You  will  understand,  Timma,  that  liberty  is  closely  connected 
vrith  practice,  and  is  not  a  mere  creature  of  phrases  and  pro- 
fessions.   What  more  intolerable  tyranny  coald  exist  than  io  have 

man  elected  by  New  Yorkers  legislating  for  the  District  on 
strictly  New  York  policy;  or,  if  you  will,  on  New  York  prejudices? 
If  the  people  of  the  District  wish  to  get  rid  of  the  institution 
of  domestic  slavery,  there  are  ways  for  ascertaining  the  fact;  and 
once  assured  of  that,  Congress  ought  to  give  Ihe  required  lelief. 
But  in  framing  such  a  law,  great  care  should  be  taken  not  to 
riolate  the  comity  of  the  Union.  The  comity  of  nations  is,  in 
practice,  a  portiou  of  their  laws,  and  is  respected  as  i^uch ;  bow 
much  more,  then,  ought  we  to  respect  this  comity  in  managing 
the  relations  between  the  several  States  of  this  Union  !" 

"Yes,  the  soecTeign  States  of  the  Union,"  laying  emphasis 
on  the  word  we  have  italieized. 

"  Pshaw  —  they  are  no  more  sovereign  than  you  and  I  are  bo 
Veteign." 

■  "Not  sovereign,  sir !"  exclaimed  Timms,  actually  jumping  to 
his  feet  in  astonishment ;  "  why  this  is  against  the  National  Faith 
■ — contrary  to  all  the  theories." 

"  Something  so,  I  must  confess ;  yet  very  good  common  sense. 
If  there  be  any  sovereignty  left  iu  the  States,  it  is  the  very 
minimum,  aud  s.  thiog  of  show,  rather  than  of  substance.  If 
you  will  look  at  the  Constitution,  you  will  find  that  the  equa 
representation  of  the  States  in  the  Senate  is  the  only  right  of 
sovereign  character  that  is  left  to  the  members  of  the  Onion 
separate  and  apart  from  their  confederated  eoramunitiea." 
-  Timme  rubbed  his  htovB,  and  seemed  to  be  in  some  mental 
trouble.    The  doctrine  of  the  "  Sovereign  States"  ia  so  very  Mm- 
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moiij  so  femiliar  in  men's  mouths,  that  no  ooe  dreams  of  disputing 
it,  Nevertheleas,  Dunscomb  had  a  great  reputation  in  his  set,  as 
a  constitutional  lawyer;  and  the  "expounders"  were  very  apt  to 
ileal  his  demonstrations,  without  giving  him  credit  for  them.  As 
before  the  nation,  a  school-boy  would  have  carried  equal  weight; 
but  the  direct,  vigorous,  common-sense  arguments  that  he  brought 
to  the  discussions,  as  well  sm  the  originality  of  his  views,  ever 
commanded  the  profound  respect  of  the  intelligent.  Tirams  had 
out  out  for  himself  a  path  by  which  he  intended  to  ascend  in  the 
scale  of  society  J  and  had  industriously,  if  not  very  profoundly, 
considered  all  the  a^tating  questions  of  the  day,  in  the  relations 
they  might  be  supposed  to  bear  to  his  especial  interests.  He  had 
almost  determined  to  come  out  an  abolitionist;  for  he  saw  that 
the  prejudices  of  the  hour  were  daily  inclining  the  electors  of  the 
northern  Slates,  more  and  more,  to  oppose  the  further  estensiwi 
of  domestic  slavery,  so  far  aa  surface  was  concerned,  which  was 
in  effect  preparing  the  way  for  the  final  destruction  of  the  insti- 
tution altogether.  For  Mr.  Dunscomb,  however,  this  wily  limb 
of  the  law,  and  skilful  manager  of  men,  had  the  most  profound 
respect;  and  he  was  very  glad  to  draw  him  out  sfill  further  on  a 
subject  that  was  getting  to  be  of  isuch  intense  interest  to  himself, 
as  well  as  to  the  nation  at  large ;  for,  out  of  all  doubt,  it  is  the 
quralion,  not  only  of  the  "  Hour,"  but  for  years  to  come. 

"  Well,  sir,  this  surprises  me  more  and  more.  The  States  not 
sovereign  !  —  Why,  they  gate  all  the  power  it  possesses  tfl  the 
Federal  Government!" 

"  Very  true ;  and  it  is  precisely  for  that  reason  they  are  not 
sovereign — that  which  is  given  away  is  no  longer  possesaed.  All 
the  great  powers  of  sovereignty  are  directly  bestowed  on  the 
Union,  which  alone  possesses  them." 

"I  will  grant  joo  that,  'Squire;  but  enou^  is  retuned  to 
bftDg  ^dier  of  ns     The  deuoe  is  in  it  if  that  be  not  a  Mvei«ign 


,nt>yGoogle 


.  "It  does  not  follow  from  the  instance  cited.  Send  a  squadroQ 
ibroad,  and  its  offioera  can  hang ;  but  they  are  not  sovereign,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  there  is  a  recognised  authority  over  them, 
which  can  increase,  sustain,  or  taie  away  altogether,  auy  such 
and  al!  other  power.  Thus  is  it  with  the  States.  By  a  particular 
clause,  the  Coaatitutjon  can  he  amended,  including  all  the  fatereats 
involved,  with  a  single  exception.  This  is  an  instance  in  which 
the  exception  does  strictly  prove  the  rule.  All  interests  but  the 
one  excited  can  be  dealt  with,  by  a  species  of  legislation  that  is 
higher  than  common.  The  Union  can  constitutionally  abolish 
domestic  slavery  altogether " 

"  It  can ! — It  would  be  the  mating  of  any  political  man's  for- 
tune to  be  able  to  show  that  I"  ■ 

"  Nothing  ia  easier  than  to  show  it,  id  the  way  of  theory, 
Timms;  though  nothing  would  be  harder  to  achieve,  in  the  way 
of  ptaetioe.  The  Constitution  can  be  legally  amended  so  as  to 
eSbct  this  end,  provided  majorities  in  three-fourths  of  the  States 
can  be  obtained ;  though  every  living  soul  in  the  remaining  States 
were  opposed  to  it.  That  this  is  the  juat  construction  of  the 
great  fundamental  law,  as  it  has  been  solemnly  adopted,  no  dis- 
creet man  can  doubt;  though,  on  the  other  hand,  no  discreet 
peraon  would  think  of  attempting  such  a.  measure,  as  the  vote 
necessary  to  success  cannot  be  obtained.  To  talk  of  the  sove- 
reignty of  a.  community  over  this  particuhtr  intereat,  for  instance, 
when  all  the  authority  on  the  subject  can  be  taken  from  it  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  every  man,  woman  and  child 
it  conlaina,  is  an  absurdity.  The  sovereignty,  as  respects  skvery, 
is  in  the  Union,  and  not  in  the  several  States ;  and  therein  you 
oan  see  the  falhwy  of  contending  that  Congress  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  interest,  when  Congress  can  take  the  initiative  in  alter- 
ing this  ot.  any  other  elanee  of  the  great  datJonat  oompoet." 
.  ^'But,  ^le  Be«slriob--tlw  Seastriot^.  'Sqnite  I>uQscomb--«bal 
MS  and  cn^t  to  be  done  thweV 
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"I  believe  in  my  soul,  Timma,  joii  have  an  aim  on  a  scat  in 
OoDgress  I  Why  stop  short  of  the  Presidency  ?  Blen  as  little 
likely  as  yourself  to  be  elevated  to  that  high  ofSco  have  been 
placed  in  the  executive  chair;  and  why  not  you  as  well  as  an- 
other?" 

"  It  is  an  office  '  neither  to  he  sought  nor  dccliricd/  said  an 
eminent  Gtatcsni;m,"  answered  Timms,  nith  a,  seriousness  thai 
amused  his  companion;  who  saw,  by  his  manner,  that  his  old 
yupil  held  himself  in  reserve  for  the  accidents  of  political  life. 
"But,  sir,  I  am  very  anxious  to  get  right  on  the  subject  of  the 
Deeatrict"  —  Timma  pronounced  this  word  aa  we  have  spelt  it — 
"  and  I  know  that  if  any  man  can  set  me  right,  it  is  yourself." 

"  As  respects  thi.  District,  Mr  Timms,  here  is  my  faith.  It 
is  a  territory  proMdcd  for  in  the  Constitution  for  a  national  puj. 
poae,  and  must  be  regarded  aa  strictly  nation  il  property,  held 
esclusively  for  objects  tJiat  call  all  claaaes  of  citizens  within  ita 
borders.  Now,  two  great  principle'",  in  my  mcw,  should  control. 
all  legislation  for  thia  little  community.  As  I  have  said  already, 
it  would  be  tyranny  to  make  the  notions  and  policy  of  New  York 
or  Vermont  bear  on  the  legislation  of  the  District ;  but,  every 
member  is  bound  to  act  strictly  as  a  representative  of  the  people 
of  the  apot  for  whom  the  law  is  intended.  If  I  were  in  Congress, 
I  would  at  any  time,  on  a  respecta,ble  application,  vote  to  refer 
the  question  of  abolition  to  the  people  of  the  District;  if  they 
said  ay,  I  would  say  ay;  if  no,  no.  Beyond  this  I  would  never 
go ;  nor  do  I  think  the  man  who  wishes  fo  push  matters  beyond 
this,  sulEciently  reapects  the  general  principles  of  representative 
government,  or  knows  how  to  respect  the  spirit  of  the  national 
compact.  On  the  suppowtion  that  the  District  ask  relief  from 
the  institution  of  slavery,  great  care  should  be  observed  in  grant- 
ing the  necessary  legislation.  Although  the  man  in  South  Caro- 
Kna  has  no  more  right  to  insbt  that  the  District  should  maintaiu 
tJi« 'peculiar  institution,'  because  his  particular  St*te  mainttUDs  . 
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it,  than  the  Vermoatese  to  insist  on  carrying  his  Green  Mountiun 
notioua  into  the  District  lawsj  yet  has  the  Carolinian  rights  in 
this  territory  that  must  ever  be  respected,  let  the  general  policy 
eilopted  be  what  it  may.  Every  American  liaa  an  implied  right 
to  visit  the  IHstrict  on  terms  of  equality.  Now,  there  would  be 
no  equality  if  a  law  were  passed  excluding  the  domestics  from 
aiiy  portion  of  the  country.  In  the  slave  States,  slaves  exolu- 
!j  perf  rm  the  functions  of  domestics ;  and  sweeping  abolition 
m  j,!it  y  asily  introduce  regulations  that  would  be  unjust  to- 
d  th  lave-holders.  As  respects  the  northern  man,  the 
Kiste  f  slavery  in  or  out  of  the  District  is  purely  a  specula- 
t  J  t  n;  but  it  is  not  so  with  the  southern.  This  should 
never  be  forgotten ;  and  I  always  feel  disgust  when  I  hear  a 
■  northern  man  swagger  and  make  a  parade  of  his  morality  on  this 
Bubjeot." 

"  But  the  southern  men  swagger  and  make  a  parade  of  their 
chivalry,  'Squire,  on  the  other  hand  I" 

"Quite- true;  but,  with  them,  there  is  a  strong  provocation. 
It  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death  to  the  south ;  and  the  comity  of 
which  I  spoke  requires  great  moderation  on  our  part.  As  for  the 
threats  of  dissolution,  of  which  we  have  had  so  many,  like  the 
cry  of  '  wolf,'  they  have  worn  themselves  out,  and  are  treated 
with  indifference." 

"The  threat  is  still  used,  Mr.  Dunscombl" 

"  Beyond  a  doubt,  Timma ;  but  of  one  thing  you  may  rest  well 
Bsaured  — if  ever  there  be  a  separation  between  tJse  free  and  the 
glave  Slates  of  this  Union,  the  wedge  will  be  driven  home  by 
northern  hands ;  not  by  indirection,  but  cooily,  steadily,  and  witi 
u  thorough  northern  determination  to  open  the  seam.  There 
will  be  no  fuss  about  chivalry,  but  tha  thing  will  be  done.  J 
regard  the  measure  ae  very  unlikely  to  happen,  the  Mississippi 
Ud  its  tributaries  binding  the  States  together,  to  say  nothing  of 
uioestr?,  history,  and  moral  tdes,  in  a  way  to  render  a  niptun 
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very  difficult  to  effect;  but,  should  it  come  at  all,  rely  oti  it,  it 
will  come  directly  from  the  north.  I  am  sorrj  to  say  there  Js  an 
inipatience  of  the  threats  and  expedients  that  have  so  much  dis- 
figured aouf  liern  policy,  that  have  set  many  at  the  north  to  '  cal- 
culating the  value;'  and  thousanda  may  now  be  found  where  ten 
years  since  it  would  not  have  been  easy  to  meet  wiih  one,  who 
deem  separation  better  than  union  with  slavery.  Still,  the 
general  feeling  of  the  north  is  passive ;  and  I  trust  it  will  so  con. 

"  Look  at  the  laws  for  the  recovery  of  fujptivea,  'Squire,  jud 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  administered." 

"  Bad  enough,  I  grant  you,  and  full  of  a  want  of  good  faith. 
Go  to  the  bottom  of  this  subject,  Timms,  or  let  it  alone  altoge 
ther.  Some  men  vrill  tell  you  that  slavery  is  a  sin,  and  eontrul^? 
to  revealed  religion.  Tliis  I  bold  to  be  quite  untrue.  At  aJJ 
events,  if  It  be  a  sin,  it  is  a  sin  to  give  the  son  the  rich  inherit- 
ance of  the  father,  instead  of  dividing  it  among  the  poor;  to  eat 
a  dinner  while  a  hungrier  man  than  yourself  is  within  sound  of 
your  voice ;  or,  indeed,  to  do  anything  that  is  necessary  and  agree- 
able, when  the  act  may  be  still  more  necessary  to,  or  confer  greater 
pleasure  on,  another.  I  believe  in  a  Providence ;  and  I  make 
little  doubt  that  African  slavery  is  an  important  feature  in  God's 
Laws,  instead  of  being  disobedience  to  them.  —  But  enough  of 
this,  Timms — you  will  court  popularity,  which  is  your  Archime- 
dean lever,  and  forget  all  I  tell  you.  Is  Mary  Monson  in  greater 
'avour  now  than  when  I  last  saw  you  f" 

"  The  question  is  not  easily  answered,  sir.  She  pays  well,  and 
money  is  a  powerful  screw!" 

"I  do  not  inquire  what  you  do  with  her  money,"  said  Duna- 
eomb,  with  the  evawon  of  a  man  who  knew  liat  it  would  not  do 
to  probe  every  weak  spot  in  morals,  any  more  than  it  would  do 
to  inflame  the  diseaBes  of  the  body;  "but,  I  own,  I  should  lika 
to  know  if  our  i^ent  has  any  suspicions  of  ite  uses  ?' ' 
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I'JO  THE    WAYS    OF     THE     HOUR. 

Tinims  DOW  cast  a  furtire  glance  behind  him,  and  edged  liip 
.'liair  ueafer  to  his  companion,  in  a  confidential  wuj,  hb  if  he 
would  truat  him  with  a  private  opinion  that  he  should  keep  reli- 
giously from  all  othcR.. 

"Not  only  does  she  know  all  about  it,"  be  answered,  with  a 
knowing  iuelioalion  of  the  head,  "  but  she  enters  into  the  affair, 
heart  and  band.  To  my  great  surprise,  she  has  even  made  two 
or  three  suggestions  that  were  capital  io  their  may !  Capital  1 
yra,  sir ;  quite  capital !  If  you  were  not  so  stiff  in  your  practice, 
'Squire,  I  should  delight  to  tell  you  all  about  it.  She  's  sharp, 
you  may  depend  on  it !     She  'a  wonderfully  sharp  !' ' 

"What!  —  That  refined,  lady-like,  accomplished  young  wo- 

"  Sho  has  an  accomplishment  or  two  you  've  never  dreamed 
of,  'Squire.  I  'd  pit  her  ag'in  tlie  sharpest  practitioner  in  Duke's, 
and  she  'd  come  out  ahead.  I  thought  I  kaew  something  of  pre- 
paring a  cause;  but  she  has  given  hints  that  will  be  worth  more 
Lo  me  thaiv  all  her  fees  I " 

"  You  do  not  mean  that  she  shows  experience  in  such  prae- 

"  Perhaps  not.  It  seems  more  like  mother-wit,  I  acknowledge ; 
but  it 's  mother-wit  of  the  brightest  sorL  She  understands  them 
reporters  by  instiuct,  as  it  might  be.  What  ia  more,  she  backa 
all  her  suggestions  with  gold,  or  current  bank-notes." 
"  And  where  can  she  get  ao  much  money  ?" 
"That  is  more  than  I  can  tell  you,"  returned  Tirams,  openinjt 
some  papers  belonging  to  the  .case,  and  laying  them  a  little  form- 
ally before  the  senior  counsel,  to  invite  his  particular  attention. 
"  I  've  never  thought  it  advisable  to  aak  the  question." 

"  Timms,  you  do  not,  cannot  think  Mary  Monson  guilty?" 

"I  never  go  beyond  the  necessary  fiicts  of  a  case;  and  mj 

opinion  is  of  no  consequence  whatever.     We  are  employed  to 

iefend  her;  and  the  counsel  for  the  State  are  not  about  (o  gtt  a 
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irerdiet  without  some  working  for  it.     That 's  my  oonsciiincc  in 
these  matters,  'Squire  Dunscomb." 

Bunscomb  asked  no  more  questions.  He  turned  gloomilj  to 
the  papers,' shoved  his  glass  aside,  aa  if  it  gave  him  pleasure  no 
longer,  and  began  to  read.  For  near  four  hours  he  and  Timma 
were  earnestly  engaged  in  preparing  a  brief,  and  in  otherwise 
getting  the  cause  reidy  fiv  trial. 
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OHAPl'EE  Xn. 

Hel.  O,  lliat  my  prayers  coald  such  affection  inovs  1 
Her.  The  more  I  hate,  the  more  he  follows  me. 
Het.  The  more  I  love,  the  more  he  hateth  me. 
Her.  His  my,  Helena,  is  no  fault  of  mine. 

Midiummer  Nigkt'i  Dream, 

While  Dunaeomb  and  Timms  were  thus  emplo3-ed,  the  younger 
members  of  the  party  very  naturally  sought  modes  of  entPrtain- 
meut  that  were  more  in  conformity  with  their  tastes  and  years. 
JohD  Wilmeter  had  been  invited  to  be  present  at  the  consulta- 
tion ;  but  his  old  feelings  were  revived,  and  he  found  a  pleasure 
in  being  with  Anna  that  induced  him  to  disregard  the  request. 
His  sister  and  his  friend  were  now  betrothed,  aod  they  had 
glided  off  along  one  of  the  pretty  palh^i  of  the  Rattletrap 
woocia,  in  a  way  that  is  so  very  common  to  persons  in  their  situa- 
tion. This  left  Jack  alone  with  Anna.  The  latter  was  timid, 
shy  even;  while  the  former  was  thoughtful.  Siill,  it  was  not 
easy  to  separate ;  and  they,  too,  almost  unconsciously  to  them- 
aolvcs,  were  soon  walking  in  that  pleasant  wood,  following  one 
of  its  broadest  and  most  frequented  paths,  however. 

John,  naturally  enough,  imputed  the  thoughtful nesa  of  his 
companion  lo  the  event  of  the  morning;  and  he  spoke  kindly  to 
her,  and  with  a  gentle  delicacy  on  the  subject,  that  more  than 
once  compelled  (he  warm-hearted  girl  to  struggle  agwnst  her 
tears.  After  he  Lad  said  enongh  on  this  topic,  the  young  man 
followed  the  current  of  his  own  thoughts,  and  spoke  of  hei  he 
had  left  io  the  gaol  of  Bibeirj. 
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"  Hur  case  is  raost  extraordinarj,"  oondoaecl  Jobii,  "  aad  U 

has  excited  our  liveliest  sjinpathy.  By  ours,  I  mean  the  disin- 
terested and  intelligent ;  for  the  vulgar  prejudice  is  strong  against 
her.  Sarah,  or  even  jourself,  Anna"  —  his  companion  looked 
moi-e  like  herself,  at  this  implied  compliment,  than  she  had  done 
before  that  day — "  could  not  seem  less  likely  to  be  guilty  of  any- 
thing wrong,  than  this  Miss  Mouaon ;  yet  she  stands  indicted, 
and  is  to  be  ti-ied  for  murder  and  arson !  To  me,  it  seems  mon- 
iiti-ous  to  suspect  such  a  person  of  crimes  so  heinous." 

Anna  remained  silent  half  a  minute;  for  she  had  sufficient 
good  sense  to  know  that  appearances,  unless  connected  with  facts. 


ought  to  hare  no  great  weight  in  forming  i 

*n  opinion  of  guilt  or 

innocence.     As  Jack  evidently  expected  an 

answer,  however,  hia 

"  Does  she  say  nothing  of  her  friends,  d 

lor  express  a  wish  to 

have  them  informed  of  her  situation?" 

Anna  succeeded  in 

asking. 

"  Not  a  syllable.  I  could  not  speak  tij  her  on  the  subject,  you 
know " 

"  Why  not?"  demanded  Anna,  quickly. 

"  Why  not  ? — You  've  no  notion,  Anna,  of  the  kind  of  person 
this  Miss  Monson  is.  You  cannot  talk  to  her  as  you  would  to  an 
every-day  sort  of  young  lady;  and,  now  she  is  in  such  distress, 
one  is  naturally  more  cautious  about  saying  anything  to  add  to 

"  Yes,  I  can  understand  that,"  returned  the  generous-minded 
girl ;  "  and  I  think  you  are  very  right  to  remember  all  this,  on 
every  occasion.  Still,  it  is  so  natural  for  a  female  (o  lean  on  hef 
friends,  in  every  great  emergency,  I  cannot  but  wonder  tliat  your 

"Don't  call  her  my  eltenl,  Anna,  I  beg  of  you.  I  hate  the 
word  as  applied  to  this  lady.  If  I  serve  her  in  any  degree,  it  is 
pololy  as  a  friend.     The  same  feeling  preyula  with  Uncle  Tom;  ^ 
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for  I  undersfaud  Ke  has  not  received  a  cent  of  Misa  Monson's 
monej,  though  she  is  hbcral  of  it  to  profuaenese.  Tiinma  if 
actually  getting  rich  on  it" 

"Is  it  usual  for  you  gentlemeto  of  the  bar  to  ^tc  their  aer- 
vices  gratuitously  to  those  who  can  pay  for  them  ?" 

"  As  far  from  it  as  possible,"  returned  Jack,  laughing.  "  Wo 
look  to  the  niMn  chance  like  so  many  merchants  w  brokers,  and 
seldom  open  our  mouths  without  shutting  our  hearts.  But  this 
is  a  case  altogether  out  of  the  common  rule;  and  Mr.  Dunscomb 
works  for  loye,  and  not  for  money." 

Had  Anna  cared  less  for  John  Wilmeler,  she  might  have  said 
something  clever  about  the  nephew's  being  in  the  same  cal^igory 
as  the  uncle  j  but  her  feelings  were  too  deeply  inl*reated  to  suffer 
her  even  to  think  what  would  seem  to  her  profane.  After  a  mo- 
ment's pause,  therefore,  she  quietly  s^d — 

"  I  believe  you  have  intimated  that  Mr.  Timms  is  not  quite  so 


"  Not  he  —  Miss  Mojison  has  given  him  fees  amounting  to  a 
thousand  dollars,  by  his  own  admisi^on ;  and  the  fellow  has  had 
the  conscience  to  take  lie  money.  I  have  remonstrated  about 
hia  fleecing  4  friendless  woman  in  this  extravagant  manner;  but 
he  laughs  in  my  face  for  my  pains.  Timms  has  good  points,  but 
honesty  is  not  one  of  them.  He  says  no  woman  can  be  friendless 
who  has  a  pretty  face,  and  a  pocket  full  of  money." 

"  You  can  hardly  call  a  person  unfriended  who  has  so  much 
money  at  command,  John,"  Anna  answered  with  timidity;  but 
not  without  manifest  interest  in  the  subject.  "  A  thousand  dolkre 
sounds  .like  a  large  sum  to  me!" 

"  It  is  a  good  deal  of  money  for  a  fee ;  though  much  more  is 
sometimes  given.  I  dare  say  Miss  Monson  would  have  gladly 
given  the  same  to  uncle  Tom,  if  he  would  have  taken  it.  Timmi 
told  me  that  she  proposed  offering  as  much  to  him ;  bat  he  par- 
niad«d  her  to  wut  until  the  ttial  wu  orer." 
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"And  wLere  dcKW  all  tbis  monuy  come  from,  JoLn?" 
"  I  'm  sure  I  do  not  know— I  am  not  at  all  iu  Miss  MuJaon'a 
conlidenee ;  on  her  pecuniary  afFiura,  at  least.  She  docs  lionoui 
me  go  much  as  to  consult  me  about  her  trial  occasionally,  it  ia 
true;  but  to  me  she  has  never  alluded  to  money,  except  to  ask 
Die  to  obtain  change  for  large  notes.  I  do  not  see  anything  so 
very  wonderful  in  a  lady's  having  money.  You,  who  are  a  sort 
C?f  heiress  yourself,  ought  to  know  that." 

"  I  do  not  get  money  iu  thousands,  I  can  assure  you,  Jack; 
nor  do  I  think  that  I  have  it  to  get.  I  believe  my  whole  income 
would  not  much  more  than  meet  the  expenditure  of  this  Strang 

"  Do  not  call  her  woman,  Anna;  it  pains  me  to  hear  you  speak 
of  Uer  in  such  terms." 

"  I  beg  her  pardon  and  jours,  Jack;  but  I  meant  no  disre- 
spect.    We  are  all  women." 

"  I  know  it  is  foolish  to  feel  nervous  on  sueb  a  subject;  but  1 
cannot  help  it.  One  connects  so  many  ideas  of  vulgarity  and 
crime,  with  prisons,  and  indictments,  and  trials,  that  we  are  apt 
to  suppose  all  who  are  accused  to  belong  to  the  commoner  classes. 
Such  is  not  the  fact  with  Miss  Monson,  I  can  assure  you.  Not 
even  Sarah — nay,  not  even  yourself,  my  dear  Anna,  can  pretend 
to  more  decided  marks  of  refinement  and  education.  I  do  not 
know  a  more  distinguished  young  woman " 

"There,  Jack;  now  jo?i  call  her  a  woman  yourself,"  interrupl«d 
Anna,  a  little  archly;  secretly  delighted  at  the  compliment  she 
bad  just  heard. 

"  Young  woman — anybody  can  say  that,  you  know,  without 
implying  anything  common  or  vulgar;  and  ifoman  too,  some- 
limes.  I  do  not  know  how  it  was;  but  I  did  not  exactly  like 
the  word  aa  you  happened  to  use  it.  I  believe  close  and  long 
watching  ia  making  me  nervous;  and  I  am  not  quite  aa  mueh 
myself  as  usual." 
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Annii  gave  a  very  soft  sigh,  and  that  seemed  to  afford  hei 
relief,  though  it  was  scareelj  audible;  then  she  eontmued  the 
subject. 

"How  old  is  this  extraordinary  young  ladyf"  she  demanded, 
scarce  speaking  loud  enough  to  be  heard. 

"  Old  !  How  can  I  tell  ?  She  is  very  youthful  in  appearance  j 
but,  from  the  circumstance  of  her  having  so  much  money  at 
command,  I  take  it  for  granted  she  is  of  age.  The  law  now  givea 
to  every  woman  the  ivXl  command  of  all  her  property,  even  though 
married,  after  she  become  of  age." 

"  Which  I  trust  you  find  a  very  proper  attention  to  the  righta 
of  our  Bex  1" 

"I  care  very  little  about  it;  though  Uncle  Tom  saya  it  is  of  a 
piece  with  all  our  lat«  New  York  legislation." 

"  Mr.  Dunscombj  lite  most  elderly  persons,  has  little  taste  for 

"  It  is  not  that.  He  thinks  that  minds  of  am  ordinary  stamp 
are  running  away  with  the  conceit  that  they  are  on  the  road  of 
ptogress ;  aad  that  most  of  our  recent  jmproycmenta,  as  they  are 
called,  are  marked  hj  empiricism.  This  'tea-cup  law,'  as  he 
terms  it,  will  set  the  women  above  their  husbands,  and  create  two 
sets  of  interests  where  there  ought  to  be  but  one." 

"  Yes ;  I  am  aware  such  is  hia  opinion.  He  remarked,  "(he 
day  he  brought  home  my  mother's  settlement  for  the  signatures, 
that  it  was  the  most  ticklish  part  of  his  profession  to  prepare  such 
papers,  I  remember  one  of  hb  obseri  a.ions,  which  struck  me  as 
being  Yciy  juat." 

"Which  you  mean  to  repeat  to  me,  Anna?" 

"  Certainly,  John,  if  you  wish  to  hear  it,"  returned  a  gentle 
voice,  coming  from  one  unaccustomed  to  refuse  any  of  the  reasoa- 
able  requests  of  this  partioular  applicant.  "The  remark  of  Mr. 
DuQSOomb  waa  this  :-t  He  said  that  most  family  misuaderetand- 
ings  gTew  out  of  money ;  and  he  thought  it  unwise  to  set  it  up 
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BS  a  boLe  of  contention  between  man  and  wife  Where  there  was 
so  close  a  union  in  all  other  matl^ra,  he  thought  there  might 
safely  he  a  comnmnity  of  interests  in  this  respect  He  saw  no 
sufBcient  reason  for  altering  the  old  law,  which  had  the  great 
merit  of  having  been  tried." 

"  Ho  could  hard! J  persuade  rich  fathera,  and  vigilant  guardians, 
who  have  the  interests  of  heiresses  to  look  after,  to  subscribe  to 
aU  his  notions.  Thej  say  that  it  is  better  to  make  a  provision 
against  imprudence  and  misfortune,  by  settling  a  woman's  fortune 
ou  herself,  in  a  country  where  speculation  tempts  so  many  to 

"  I  do  not  object  to  anything  that  may  have  an  eye  to  an  evil 
day,  provided  it  be  done  openly  and  honestly.  But  the  income 
should  be  common  property,  and  like  all  that  belongs  (a  a  family, 
should  pass  under  the  control  of  its  head." 

"  It  ia  very  liberal  in  you  to  say  and  think  this,  Anna  I" 

"  It  is  what  every  woman,  who  baa  a  true  woman's  heart, 
oonld  wish,  and  would  do.  For  myself,  I  would  marry  no  man 
whom  i  did  not  reject  and  look  up  to  in  most  things;  and 
surely,  if  I  gave  him  my  heart  and  my  hand,  I  could  wish  to 
give  him  as  much  control  over  my  means  as  circumstances  would 
at  all  allow.  It  might  he  prudent  to  provide  against  misfortune 
by  means  of  settlements;  but  this  much  done,  I  feel  certain  it 
would  afford  me  the  greatest  delight  to  commit  all  that  I  could 
to  a  husband's  keeping." 

"  Suppose  that  husband  were  a  spendthrift,  and  wasted  your 
estate  ?" 

"  He  could  wastfi  but  the  income,  were  there  a  settlement ;  and 
I  would  rather  share  the  consequences  of  his  imprudence  with 
him,  than  sit  aloof  in  aelKsh  enjoyment  of  that  in  which  he  did 
not  partake." 

All  this  sounded  very  well  in  John's  ears ;  and  he  knew  Anna 
Dpdyko  too  well  to  Buppose  she  did  Dot  fully  mean  all  that  ih« 
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wud.  He  woLdered  what  might  be  Mary  Moason's  news  on  thin 
subject. 

"  It  ia  possible  for  the  husband  to  parlake  of  the  wife's  wealth, 
eTon  when  he  does  not  command  it,"  the  young  man  resumed, 
anxious  to  hear  what  more  Anna  might  have  to  say. 

"  What !  as  a  dependant  on  Ler  bounty  ?  No  woman  who  re- 
spects herself  could  wish  to  see  her  husband  so  degraded ;  naj, 
no  female,  who  has  a  true  woman's  heart,  would  ever  consent  to 
place  the  man  to  whom  she  has  given  her  hand,  in  so  false  a 
position.  It  is  for  the  woman  to  be  dependent  on  the  man,  and 
not  the  man  on  the  woman.  I  agree  fully  with  Mr.  Dunscomb, 
when  he  says  that  'silken  knots  are  too  dalieato  to  be  rudely  un- 
done bj'  dollars.'  The  fiimily  in  which  the  head  has  to  ask  the 
wife  for  the  money  that  is  to  support  it,  must  soon  go  wrong;  as 
it  is  placing  the  weaker  vessel  uppermost." 

*'  You  would  make  a  capital  wife,  Anna,  if  these  are  really 
your  opinions!" 

Anna  blushed,  and  almost  repented  of  her  generous  warmth ; 
but,  being  perfectly  sincere,  she  would  not  deny  her  sentiments. 

"  They  ought  to  be  the  opinion  of  every  wife,"  she  answered. 
''■  I  could  not  endure  to  see  the  man  to  whom  I  could  wish  on  all 
occasions  to  look  up,  soliciting  the  means  on  which  we  both  sub- 
Hstcd.  It  would  be  my  delight,  if  I  had  money  and  he  had  none, 
to  pour  all  into  his  lap,  and  then  come  and  ask  of  him  aa  much 
as  was  necessary  to  my  comfort" 

"  If  he  had  the  soul  of  a  man  he  would  Lot  \iaxi,  to  be  asked, 
but  would  endeavour  to  anticipate  your  smallest  wants.  I  be- 
lieve you  aio  right,  and  that  happiness  is  best  secured  by  eoufi. 
dence." 

"  And  in  not  reversing  the  laws  of  nature.  Why  do  women 
vow  to  obey  and  honour  their  husbands,  if  thej  are  to  retain  them 
»  dependants  ?  I  declare,  John  Wilmeter,  I  should  almost  de- 
■|Hge  the  man  who  could  consent  to  live  with  me  on  any  terms 
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but  t.hose  in  wbich  rntture,  iLe  church,  and  reaaon,  unke  in  telling 
us  he  ought  to  be  the  auperior." 

"  Well,  Anna,  this  ia  good,  old-fashioned,  womanly  sentimoot ; 
and  I  will  confess  it  delights  me  to  hear  it  from  you.  I  am  the 
better  pleased,  because,  as  Unele  Tom  is  always  complaining,  the 
weakness  of  tjie  hour  is  to  place  your  sex  above  ours,  and  to  re- 
yerae  all  the  ancient  nilea  in  this  respect.  Let  a  woman,  now-a- 
days,  run  away  from  her  husband,  and  esrry  off  the  children ;  it 
is  ton  to  one  but  some  crotchety  judge,  who  thinks  more  of  a 
character  built  up  on  gossip  than  of  deferring  properly  to  that 
which  the  laws  of  God  and  the  wisdom  of  man  have  decreed,  re- 
fuse to  issue  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  restore  the  issue  to  the 
parent." 

"I  do  not  know,  John," — Anna  hesitatingly  rejoined,  with  a 
true  woman's  instinct — "  it  would  be  bo  hard  to  rob  a  mother  o£ 
her  children!" 

"  It  might  be  hard,  but  in  such  a  case  it  would  be  just.  I 
like  that  word  'rob,'  for  it  suits  both  parties.  To  me,  it  seema 
that  the  father  is  the  party  robbed,  when  the  wife  not  only  steals 
away  from  her  duty  to  her  husband,  but  deprives  hiin  of  his 
children  too." 

"  It  is  wrong,  and  I  have  heard  Mr.  Dunscoinb  express  great 
indignation  at  what  he  called  the  '  Roft-soapiness'  of  certain  judges 
in  cases  of  this  nature.  Still,  John^  the  world  is  apt  to  thinli  a 
woman  would  not  abandon  the  most  sacred  of  her  duties  without 
a  cause.  That  feeling  must  be  at  the  bottom  of  what  you  call 
the  decision,  I  believe,  of  these  judges." 

"  If  there  be  such  a  cause  as  would  justify  a  woman  in  desert- 
ing her  husband,  and  in  stealing  his  children  —  for  it  is  robbery 
after  all,  and  robbery  of  the  worst  sort,  since  it  involves  breached 
of  fiiith  of  the  most  heinous  nature — let  that  cause  be  shown, 
that  justice  may  pronounce  between  the  parties.  Besides,  it  is 
not  true  that  women  will  not  sometimes  forget  their  dutjen  witl. 
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out  sufficieilt  cause.  There  are  {iaprieious,  unJ  uncerfain,  and 
egotialJcal  women,  who  follow  their  own  wayward  inclinations,  as 
well  as  selfish  men.  Some  women  love  power  intensely,  and  are 
never  satisfied  with  simply  filling  the  place  that  was  intended  for 
them  by  nature.  It  is  hard  for  such  to  submit  to  their  husbands, 
iir,  indeed,  to  submit  to  any  one." 

"  It  luust  be  a  strange  female,"  answered  Anna,  gently,  "  who 
cannot  suffer  the  control  of  the  man  of  her  choice,  aft«r  quitting 
father  and  mother  for  his  sake," 

"  Different  women  have  different  sources  of  pri^e,  that  make 
their  husbands  very  uncomfortable,  eren  when  they  remain  witi 
them,  and  affect  to  discharge  their  duties.  Ono  will  pride  her- 
self on  family,  and  take  every  occasion  to  let  her  beloved  partner 
know  how  much  better  she  is  connected  than  he  may  happen  to 
be;  another  is  conceited,  and  fancies  herself  cleverer  than  her 
lord  and  master,  and  would  iain  have  him  take  Iter  advice  on  all 
occasions;  while  a  third  may  have  the  most  money,  and  delight 
in  letting  it  be  known  that  it  is  her  pocket  that  sustains  the 
household." 

"  I  did  not  know,  John,  that  you  thought  so  much  of  these 
things,"  said  Anna,  laughing;  "though  I  think  you  are  very 
right  in  your  opinions.  Pray,  which  of  the  three  evils  that  you 
have  mentioned  would  you  conceive  the  greatest?" 

"  The  second.  I  might  stand  family  pride;  though  it  is  dis- 
gusting when  it  is  not  ridiculous.  Then  the  money  might  be  got 
along  with  for  its  own  sake,  provided  the  purse  were  in  my  band ; 
but  I  really  do  not  think  I  could  live  witb  a  woman  who  fancied 
she  knew  the  most." 

"  But,  in  many  things,  women  ought  to,  and  do  know  the 

"  Oh  I  as  to  accomplishments,  and  small  talk,  and  making 
preserves,  and  dancing,  and  even  poetry  and  religion — yes,  I 
will  tlirow  in  teli^on — T  could  wish  my  wife  to  be  clever — very 
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i-lerer — as  clover  as  jou  are  yourself,  Anua" — The  fair  listeuui 
eolouredj  though  her  ejes  brightened  at  this  uuiuteuJet!  but  very 
direct  compliment — "Yes,  yes;  all  that  would  do  well  enough. 
But  when  it  came  to  the  affairs  of  men,  out-of-door  concerns,  or 
politics,  or  law,  or  anything,  indeed,  that  called  for  a  masculine 
education  and  understanding,  I  could  not  endure  a  woman  who 
fancied  she  knew  the  most." 

"  I  should  think  few  wives  would  dream  of  troubling  thdi 
husbands  with  their  opinions  touching  the  law!" 

"  I  don't  know  that.  You  've  no  notion,  Anna,  to  what  a  pass 
conceit  can  carry  a  person ;  —  you,  who  are  so  diffident  and  shy, 
and  always  so  ready  to  yield  to  those  who  ought  to  know  beat 
I  've  met  with  women  who,  not  coutent  with  arraying  their  own 
charms  in  their  own  way,  must  iaocy  they  can  teach  us  how  to 
put  on  our  clothes,  tell  us  how  to  turn  over  a  wristband,  or  settle 
a  shirt-collar!" 

"  This  is  not  conceit,  John,  but  good  taste,"  cried  Anna,  now 
laughing  outright,  and  appearing  herself  again.  "  It  is  merelj 
female  tact  teaching  male  awkwardness  how  to  adorn  itself.  But, 
surely,  no  woman,  John,  would  bother  herself  about  law,  let  her 
lOTe  of  domination  be  as  strong  as  it  might."     , 

"  I  'm  not  so  sure  of  that.  The  only  really  oomplMBant  thing 
I  ever  saw  about  this  Mary  Monson" — a  cloud  again  passed 
athwart  the  bright  countenance  of  Anna — "  was  a  sort  of  strange 
predilection  fw  law.  Even  Timms  has  remarked  it,  and  com- 
mented on  it  too." 

"The  poor  woman " 

"  Do  not  Dse  that  word  in  speaking  of  her,  if  you  please,  Anna." 

"Well,  lady — if  you  like  that  better " 

"  No  —  say  young  lady  —  or  Mias  Monson  —  or  Mary,  whioli 
has  the  most  agreeable  sound  of  all." 

"  Yet,  I  think  I  have  been  told  that  none  of  you  believe  ah* 
tas  been  indicted  by  her  real  name." 
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"  Vcvy  tiuc ;  but  it  makes  no  difference.  Call  her  by  that  sha 
has  us&umed;  but  do  not  call  her  by  an  alias  as  wretehed  as  that 
of  'poor  woman.'" 

"  I  meant  no  slight,  I  do  assure  you,  tTohn ;  for  I  feel  almost 
IE  much  interest  in  Miss  Jlonson  a3  you  do  yourself.  It  is  not 
surprising,  toweyer,  that  one  in  her  situation  should  feel  an  in- 
terest in  the  law." 

"  It  is  not  this  sort  of  inlerest  that  I  mean.  It  has  seemed  to 
me,  once  or  twice,  that  she  dealt  with  the  difficulties  of  her  own 
GBse  OS  if  she  took  a  pleasure  in  meeting  them  — had  a  spedes 
of  pfofessional  pleasure  in  conquering  them.  Timms  will  not  let 
me  into  his  secrets,  and  I  am  glad  of  it,  for  I  fancy  all  of  them 
would  not  bear  the  light;  but  he  tells  me,  honestly,  that  some 
of  Miss  Monson's  suggestions  have  been  quite  adraimble  !" 

"Perhaps  she  has  been"  —  Anna  checked  herself  with  the 
consciousness  that  what  she  was  about  to  utter  might  appear  to 
be,  and  what  was  of  still  greater  importance  in  her  own  eyea. 
might  really  be,  ungenerous. 

"  Perhaps  what?     Finish  the  sentence,  I  beg  of  you." 

Anna  shook  her  head. 

"  Yoa  intended  to  say  that  perhaps  Miss  Monson  had  some 
experience  in  the  law,  and  that  it  gave  her  a  certain  satisfaction 
to  contend  with  its  difficulties,  in  consequence  of  previous  train- 
ing.    Am  I  not  right?" 

Anna  would  not  answer  in  terms ;  but  she  gave  a  little  nod  in 
assent,  colouring  scarlet. 

"  I  knew  it;  and  I  will  be  frank  enough  to  own  that  Timma    ■ 
thinks  the  saine  thing.    He  has  hinted  as  much  as  that;  but  th 
thing  is  impossible.     You  have  only  to  look  at  her,  to  see  tha 
luch  a  thing  is  impossible." 

Anna  TJpdjko  thought  that  almost  anything  of  tJie  sort  might 
be  possible  to  a  female  who  was  in  the  circumstances  of  the  sc- 
coned;  this,  however,  she  would  not  say,  lest  it  might  woiinj 


>dny  Google 


John's  feelinga,  foi-  which  she  had  all  the  tenderness  of  vravni 
Affection,  and  a  woman's  self-denial.  Had  the  case  been  reversed, 
it  is  by  no  means  probable  that  Lor  impulsive  companion  would 
have  manifested  the  same  forbearance  on  her  account.  John 
would  have  contended  for  victory,  aud  pressed  his  adversary  with 
all  the  arguments,  fucts  and  reasons  he  could  muster,  on  such  ati 
occasion.  Not  so-with  the  gentler  and  more  thoughtful  young 
woman  who  was  sow  walking  quietly,  and  a  little  sadly,  at  his 
side,  instinct  with  all  the  gentleness,  self-denial,  and  warm-hearted 
affection  of  her  sex. 

"  No,  it  is  worse  than  an  absurdly" — resumed  John — "it  is 

cruel,  to  imagine  anything  of  the  sort  of  Miss By  the  way, 

Anna,  do  you  know  that  a  very  singular  thing  occurred  last  even 
ing,  before  I  drove  over  to  town,  to  be  present  at  the  wedding. 
Vou  know  Marie  Mill?" 

"  Certainly  —  Marie  Moulin,  you  should  say." 
"  Well,  in  answering  one  of  her  mistress's  questiona,  she  SMd 
'oui,  Madame.' " 

"  What  would  jou  have  had  her  say  ? — '  mow,  Madame  ? ' " 
"  But  why  Madame  at  all  ? — Why  not  Mademoiselle  ?  " 
"  It  would  be  very  vulgar  to  say  '  Yes,  Miss,'  in  English." 
"  To  be  sure  it  would ;  but  it  is  very  different  in  French.    One 
can  say  —  musi  say  Mademoiselle  to  a  young  unmarried  female 
in  that  language;  though  it  be  vulgar  to  say  Miss,  without  the 
name,  in  English.     French,  you  know,  Anna,  is  a  much  more 
precise  language  than  our  own;  and  those  who  speak  it,  do  not 
take  the  liberties  with  it  that  we  take  with  the  English.    Madame 
always  infers  a  married  woman;  unless,  indeed,  it  be  with  a  wo- 
tnan  a  hundred  years  old." 

"No  French  woman  is  ever  ikal,  John — but  it  u  odd  that 
Slarie  Moulin,  who  so  well  understands  the  naagea  of  her  own 
little  world,  should  have  said  Madame  to  a  dimoifeUt.  Have  I ' 
not  heard,  nevertheless,  that  Marie's  Erst  salulatioo,  when  Aii 
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was  admitted  to  the  gaol,  waa  a,  simple  exclamation  of  '  Made- 


"  That  is  very  trae ;  for  I  heard  it  myself.  ■  What  is  more, 
that  exclamation  waa  almost  aa  reniarkable  as  tjhie;  French  ser- 
vanls  always  adding  the  name  under  such  circumstances,  unless 
they  are  addressing  their  own  particular  mistresses.  Madame, 
and  Mademoiselle,  are  appropriated  to  those  they  serve ;  while  it 
is  Mademoiselle  this,  or  Madame  that,  to  every  one  else." 

"And  now  she  calls  her  MademoisfUe  or  Madame  !  It  only 
proves  that  too  much  importance  is  not  to  be  attached  to  Marie 
Moulin' B  Bayings  and  doings." 

"  I  'm  not  so  sure  of  that.  Marie  has  been  three  years  in  thia 
country,  aa  we  al!  know.  Now  the  young  person  that  she  left  n 
Mademoiselle  might  very  well  have  become  a  Madame  in  that 
interval  of  time.  When  they  met,  the  domestic  may  have  used 
the  old  and  familiar  term  in  her  surprise ;  or  she  may  not  have 
known  of  the  lady's  marriage.  Afterwards,  when  there  had  been 
leisure  for  explanations  between  them,  she  gave  her  mistress  her 
proper  appellation." 

"  Does  she  habitually  say  Madame  now,  in  speaking  to  thia 
singular  beingF" 

"  Habitually  she  is  silent.  Usually  she  remains  in  the  cell, 
when  any  one  is  with  Miss  —  or  Mrs.  Monson,  perhaps  I  ought 
to  say"  —  John  used  this  last  term  with  a  strong  expression  of 
spite,  which  gave  bis  companion  a  suppressed  but  infinite  delight 
• — "but  when  anyone  is  with  the  mistress,  call  her  what  you 
will,  the  maid  commonly  remains  in  the  dungeon  or  cell.  Owing 
to  this,  I  have  never  been  in  the  way  of  hearing  the  last  address 
the  first,  except  on  the  two  occasiona  named.  I  confess  I  begin 
to  think '' 

"What,  John?" 

((  Why,  that  our  JHiM  Monaon  may  turn  out  to  bo  a  mairW 
woman,  after  all." 
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'■'  She  is  very  joung,  ia  alie  Dot  ?  Almost  too  young  to  be  a 
frife  ?" 

"  Not  at  all !  What  do  you  call  too  young  ?  She  Is  between 
twenty  and  twenty-two  or  three.     She  may  even  be  twenty-five 

Anna  sighecl,  though  almost  imperceptibly  to  herself;  for  thesw 
were  agea  that  well  suited  her  companion,  though  the  youngest 
exceeded  her  own  by  a  twelyemonth.  Littli'  more,  however,  was 
said  on  the  subject  at  that  interview. 

It  is  one  of  the  singular  effects  of  the  passion  of  love,  more 
especially  with  the  generous-mindod  and  just  of  the  female  sex, 
that  a  lively  interest  is  often  awakened  in  behalf  of  a  successful 
or  favoured  rival.  Such  was  now  the  fact  as  regards  the  feeling 
that  Anna  Updyke  began  to  entertain  towards  Mary  Monson. 
The  critical  condition  of  the  lady  would  of  ifaelf  excite  interest 
where  it  failed  to  produce  distrust;  but,  the  circumstance  that 
John  Wilmetor  saw  so  much  to  admire  in  this  unknown  female, 
if  he  did  not  actually  love  her,  gave  her  an  importance  in  the 
eyes  of  Anna  that  at  once  elevated  her  into  an  object  of  the 
highest  interest.  She  was  seized  with  the  liveliest  desire  to  see 
the  accused,  and  began  seriously  to  reflect  on  the  possibility  of 
eflfecting  sueh  aa  end.  No  vulgar  curiosity  was  mingled  with 
this  new-born  purpose;  but,  in  addition  to  the  motives  that  were 
connected  with  John's  state  of  mind,  there  was  a  benevolent  and 
truly  feminine  wish,  on  the  part  of  Anna,  to  be  of  service  to  one 
of  her  own  sex,  so  cruelly  placed,  and  cut  olF,  as  it  would  seem, 
&OUI  all  communication  with  those  who  should  be  her  natural 
protectors  and  advisers. 

Anna  Updyke  'gathered,  through  that  which  had  fiillen  from 
Wjlmeter  and  his  wster,  that  the  intercourse  between  the  formni 
»nd  his  interesting  client  had  been  of  the  most  reserved  character  ; 
therein  showing  «.  discretion  and  self-respect  on  the  part  of  the 
prisoner,  that  spoke  well  for  her  education  and  delicacy.     How 
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such  a  woman  came  to  be  in  the  extraordinary  position  in  wLich 
eho  was  placed,  was  of  course  aa  much  a  mystery  fo  hor  as  to  all 
othera ;  though,  like  every  one  else  who  knew  aught  of  the  case, 
she  indulged  in  conjectures  of  her  own  on  the  subject.  Being 
of  a  particularly  natural  and  frank  disposition,  without  a  pardcla 
of  an_7  migenerous  or  detracting  quality,  and  filled  with  woman's 
kindness  in  her  very  bouI,  this  noble-minded  young  woman  began 
now  to  feel  far  more  than  an  idle  curiosity  in  behalf  of  her  who 
had  so  lately  caused  herself  so  much  pain,  not  to  s^iy  bittci'iiess 
of  anguish.  All  was  forgotten  in  pity  for  tie  miserable  condition 
of  the  unconscious  offender;  unconscious,  for  Anna  was  fauffitiontlj 
clear-sighted  and  just  to  see  and  to  admit  that,  if  John  had  been 
led  astray  by  the  charms  and  sufferings  of  this  stranger,  the  fact 
could  not  rightfully  be  imputed  to  the  last,  as  a  fault.  Every 
statement  of  John's  went  to  confirm  this  act  of  justice  to  tht 
stranger. 

Then,  the  unaccountable  silence  of  Marie  Moulin  doubled  the 
mystery  and  greatly  increased  the  interest  of  the  whole  affair. 
This  woman  had  gone  lo  Biberry  pledged  to  communicate  to 
Sarah  all  she  knew  or  might  learn,  touching  the  accused ;  and 
well  did  Anna  know  that  her  friend  would  make  her  the  re- 
pository of  her  own  information,  on  this  as  well  as  on  other 
Bubjecia;  but  a  most  unaccountable  silence  governed  the  course 
of  the  domestic,  as  well  as  that  of  her  strange  mistress.  It  really 
seemed  that,  in  passing  the  principal  door  of  the  gaol,  Marie 
Moulin  had  buried  herself  in  a  convent,  where  all  communication 
with  the  outer  world  was  forbidden.  Three  several  letters  from 
Sarah  had  John  handed  in  at  the  grate,  certain  that  they  must 
have  reached  the  hands  of  the  Swiss;  but  no  answer  had  been 
received.  AH  attempts  to  speak  (o  Marie  were  quietly,  but  most 
ingeniously  evaded,  by  the  tact  and  readiness  of  the  prisoner; 
and  the  hope  of  obtaining  information  from .  that  source  was 
abandoned  by  Sarah,  who  was  too  proud  to  solicit  a  servant  for 
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that  which  the  last  was  reluctant  to  communicate.  With  Anna 
the  feeling  was  different.  She  had  no  curiosity  on  the  subject, 
9epamtcd  from  a  most  generous  and  womanlj  concern  in  flie 
prisoner's  forlorn  state;  and  she  thought  far  less  of  Mario 
Monlin's  disrespect  and  forgetfulneas  of  her  word,  than  of  MoTj 
UouBon's  desolation  and  approaching  tmL 
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CHAPTER  Xni. 

Was  it  fbi  this  we  sent  out 
Idbert^'B  cry  from  our  shore  I 
Was  it  for  Ihia  thai  her  shout 
TTiriU'd  lo  the  world's  very  core  T 

Maare'i  JVoliotuil  Airi. 

The  tliird  ia.j  after  the  interviews  just  related,  the  whole  partj 
left  Eattletrap  for  Timbwlly,  where  their  arrival  was  oipected  bj 
the  bride  and  bridegroom,  if  such  terms  can  be  applied  to  a  wo- 
man of  forty-five  and  a  man  of  sistj.  The  Duke's  county  dreuit 
and  oyer  and  terminer  were  about  to  be  held,  and  it  was  believed 
that  Mary  Monson  was  to  be  tried.  By  this  time  so  lively  an 
interest  prevailed  among  the  ladies  of  the  McBrain  and  Dunscomb 
connections  in  behalf  of  the  accused,  that  they  had  all  come  to  a 
determination  to  he  present  in  court.  Curitisity  was  not  so  much 
at  the  bottom  of  this  movement  as  womanly  kindness  and  sym- 
pathy. There  seemed  a  bitterness  of  misery  in  the  condition  of 
Mary  Monson,  that  appealed  directly  to  the  heart;  and  that  silent 
bnt  eloquent  appeal  was  answered,  as  has  just  been  stated,  gener- 
ously and  with  warmth  by  the  whole  party  from  town.  With 
Anna  Updyke  the  feeling  went  materially  farther  than  with  any 
of  her  friends.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  her  interest  in  John 
increased  that  which  she  felt  for  his  mysterious  client;  and  her 
feelings  became  enlisted  in  the  stranger's  behalf,  so  much  the 
piore,  in  consequence  of  this  triangular  sort  of  passion. 

The  morning  of  the  day  on  which  the  party  crossed  the  country 
from  Battletrap  to  Timbully,  Timms  arrived  at  the  latter  ploe* 
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Se  was  expected,  and  waa  soon  after  closeted  with  the  senioi 
counsel  in  the  pending  and  laiMt  important  cause. 

"  Does  the  District  Attorney  intend  to  move  for  the  trial  f" 
demanded  Dunscomb,  the  instant  the  two  were  alone. 

".  He  tella  me  ho  docs,  sir  j  and  that  early  in  the  week,  mo. 
It  is  my  opinion  we  should  go  for  postponement.  We  are  bardly 
ready,  while  tie  State  is  too  much  so." 

"  I  do  not  comprehend  this,  Timma.  The  law-officers  of  tlie 
public  would  hardly  undertake  to  run  down  a  victim,  and  she  a 
aolitary  and  unprotected  woman!" 

"That's  not  it.  The  law-ofEoers  of  the  State  don't  care  a 
Bfiaw  whether  Mary  Slonson  19  fouad  guilty  or  is  acijuitted.  That 
is,  they  care  nothing  about  it  at  present.  The  caae  may  be  different 
when  they  are  warmed  up  by  a  trial  and  opposition,  -Our  danger 
eomes  from  Jesse  Davis,  who  is  a  nephew  of  Peter  Goodwin, 
his  nest  of  kin  and  heir,  and  who  thinks  a  great  deal  of  money 
was  hoarded  by  the  old  people ;  much  more  fliaa  the  stocking 
ever  held  or  could  hold,  and  who  has  taken  it  into  his  wise  head 
that  the  prisoner  has  laid  hands  on  this  treasure,  and  is  carrying 
on  her  defence  with  his  cash.  This  has  roused  him  completely, 
and  he  has  retained  two  of  the  sharpest  counsel  on  our  circuit, 
who  are  beginning  to  work  as  if  the  bargain  has  been  clenched  in  ■ 
the  hard  metiil.  Williams  has  given  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
already.  I  know  him;  he  will  not  work  without  pay;  but  pay 
him  liberally,  and  he  is  up  to  anything." 

"Ay,  you  are  diamond  cut  diamond,  Timms — outeidera  in  th« 
profession.  You  understand  that  I  work  only  in  the  open  court, 
»nd  will  know  nothing  of  this  oufnloor  management." 

"  We  do  not  mean  to  let  you  know  aujtbing  about  it,  'Squire," 
returned  Timma,  drily.  "Each  man  to  his  own  manner  irf 
getting  along.  I  ought  to  tell  yon,  however,  it  has  got  oat  tW 
you  me  working  withont  &  fee,  while  I  am  pud  in  die  most  lUwral 
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"  I  am  sorry  for  that.  There  is  no  great  harm  in  tho  thin" 
Itself;  but  I  dislike  the  parade  of  seeming  to  ho  unusually  gener- 
ous. I  do  not  remeraher  to  have  spoken  of  this  circumstance 
where  it  would  be  likely  to  be  repeated ;  and  I  beg  yon  will  be 
equally  discreet," 

"  The  fact  has  not  come  from  me,  I  can  assure  jon,  sir.  It 
puts  me  in  too  awkward  a  position  to  delight  mcj  and  I  make  it 
a,  point  to  say  as  little  as  possible  of  what  is  disagreeable.  I  do 
not  relish  the  idea  of  being  thought  selfish  by  my  future  consti- 
tuents. Criniros'ty  is  my  cue  before  the.m.  Bat  they  say  you 
work  for  love,  sir." 

"  Love  ! "  answered  Dunscomb,  quickly — "  Love  of  what  ? — 
or  of  whom?" 

"  Of  your  client —  that's  the  story  now.  It  is  said  tha*  you 
admire  Miss  Monson;  that  she  is  young,  and  handsome,  and 
rich;  and  she  is  to  marry  you,  if  acquitted.  If  fuund  guilty 
and  hanged,  the  bargain  ia  off,  of  course.  You  may  kok  dis 
pleased,  'Squire ;   but  I  give  you  my  word   such  is  the  ru 

Dunscoinb  was  extremely  vexed;  but  he  was  tco  prond  to 
make  any  answer.  He  knew  that  he  had  done  that  which,  among 
'  the  mass  of  this  nation,  ia  a  very  capital  mistake,  in  not  placing 
before  its  observation  an  intelligible  raofine — one  on  the  level 
of  the  popular  mind — to  prevent  these  freaks  of  the  fancy  deal- 
ing with  his  affiiirs.  It  is  true,  that  the  natural  supposition  would 
be  that  he  worked  for  his  fee,  as  did  Timms,  had  not  the  contrary 
got  out;  when  he  became  subject  t*  all  the  crude  conjectures  of 
those  who  ever  look  for  the  worst  motives  for  everything.  Had 
he  been  what  is  termed  a  fevourite  public  servant,  the  very  reverse 
would  have  been  the  oaee,  and  there  was  httle  that  he  might  not 
have  done  with  impunity ;  bnt,  having  no  such  claims  on  the 
isan&t  d'  tbe  masB,  he  came  under  the  cotnmoa  law  which  some- 
what dis^guishes  their  control.     Too  much  disgusted,  hoTerer, 
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to  continue  ttia  branch  of  the  auhject,  the  worthy  counsellor  at 
oiice  adverted  to  another. 

"Have  you  looked  over  tho  list  of  the  jurors,  Timma?"  he 
demanded,  continuing  to  sort  his  papers. 

"  That  I  never  fail  to  do,  sir,  the  first  thing.     It  'a  my  brief, 
you.  know,  'Squire  Dunscomb.     All  safe  York  law,  now-a-days, 
is  to  be  found  in  that  learned  body;  espeoiaily  in  criminal  caaes.   ' 
There  is  but  one  sort  of  suit  in  which  the  jury  counts  for  nodiing, 
and  might  as  well  be  dispoDsed  with." 

"Which  is ?" 

"  An  ejectment  cause.  It 's  not  one  time  in  ten  that  they  un.- 
dersfand  anything  about  the  matter,  or  care  anything  about  itj 
and  the  court  usually  leads  in  those  actions  —  but  our  Duke's 
county  juries  are  begiuning  to  understand  their  powers  in  ail 
others." 

"What  do  you  make  of  the  list?" 

"  It 's  what  I  call  reasonable,  'Squire.  There  are  two  men  oq 
it  who  would  not  hong  Cain,  were  he  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
Abel." 

"  Quakers,  of  conrse?" 

"Not  they.  The  time  was  when  we  were  reduced  to  the 
'thee'e'  and  the  'thou's'  for  this  sort  of  support;  biit  philan- 
thropy is  abroad,  sir,  covering  the  land.  Talk  of  the  school- 
master!—  Why,  'Squire,  a  new  philanthropical  idee  will  go  two 
feet  to  the  sehoolraaat-er's  one.  Pro-nigger,  anti-galiows,  eterual 
peace,  woman's  rights,  the  people's  power,  and  anything  of  that 
sort,  sweeps  like  a  tornado  through  the  land.  Get  a  juror  who 
has  just  come  into  the  anti-gatlows  notion,  and  I  would  def^  (lie 
Slate  to  hang  a  body-snatcher  who  lived  by  murdering  his  sub- 
jeotB." 

"And  you  count  on  two  of  these  partisans  for  ouroaae?" 

"  Lord  no,  sir.  The  District  Attorney  himself  koows  them 
both;  and  Davis's  counsel  have  heen  studying  tfakt  list  for  the 
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I&sl  week,  as  if  it  were  Blackslone  in  the  hands  of  a  new  bcginni'j; 
I  can  tell  you,  'Squire  Duuscomb,  that  the  jury-list  is  a  moat  iro- 
portaat  part  of  a  Ciise  out  here  in  the  country !" 

"  I  am  much  afraid  it  ia,  Timms ;  though  I  neyer  esamioed 
one  in  n.y  life." 

"  I  can  believe  you,  sir,  from  what  I  have  seen  of  your  prao- 
tice.  But  principles  and  facta  won't  answer  in  an  age  of  the  worid 
when  men  are.  ruled  by  talk  and  prejudice.  There  is  not  a  case 
of  any  magnitude  tried,  now-a-days,  without  paying  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  jury.  We  are  pretty  well  off,  on  the  whole;  and  I 
aju  tolerably  sanguine  of  a  disagreement,  though  I  fcai'  an  ac- 
quittal is  quite  out  of  the  question." 

"  You  rely  on  one  or  two  particularly  intelligent  and  disintcr- 
ested  men,  ha!  Timms?" 

"  I  rely  on  five  or  sis  particularly  ignorant  and  heated  partisans, 
on  the  contrary; — men  who  have  been  reading  about  the  abolish 
ing  of  capital  punishments,  and  who  in  ^n'ral,  because  they  've 
got  hold  of  some  notions  that  have  been  worn  out  as  far  back  as 
the  times  of  the  CassarSj  fimcy  themselves  philosophers  and  the 
children  of  progress.  The  country  ia  getting  to  be  full  of  what  I 
call  donkeys  and  racers ;  the  donkey  is  obatinat«,  and  backs  going 
up  hill; 'while  the  racers  will  not  only  break  their  own  necks, 
but  those  of  their  riders  too,  unless  they  hold  up  long  before  they 
reach  their  goal." 

"  I  did  not  know,  Timms,  that  you  think  so  much  on  such 
ETubjectg,  To  me,  you  have  always  appeared  to  be  a  purely  work- 
ing-man —  no  theorist," 

"  It  is  precisely  because  I  am  a  man  of  action,  and  live  in  the 
world,  and  sie  things  as  they  were  meant  to  be  seen,  that  I  laugh 
it  your  theorists.  Why,  sir,  this  country,  in  my  judgment,  for 
the  time  being,  could  much  better  get  along  without  preaching, 
tban  without  hanging.  I  doa't  say  always ;  for  there  ia  no  telling 
jet  what  is  to  be  the  npshot  of  preaohiug.    It  may  turn  out  as 
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man;  thinli ;  in  whicb  case  human  natur'  will  uulergii  a  cbange 
that  will  pretty  muck  destroy  our  business.  Sucb  a  state  of  tliiugs 
would  be  worse  for  the  bar,  'SquirOj  than  the  Code,  or  the  lasl 
fee-bill." 

"  I  'm  not  BO  Bure  of  that,  Timmsj  there  are  few  things  worrw 
than  this  infernal  Code." 

"  Well,  to  my  taste,  the  fee-bill  is  the  most  disagreeable  of  the 
two.  A  man  can  stand  any  sort  of  law,  and  any  sort  of  practice; 
but  he  can't  stand  any  sort  of  pay.  I  hear  the  circuit  ia  to  be 
held  by  one  of  the  new  judges — a  people's  man,  altogether." 

"  You  mean  by  that,  I  suppose,  Timius,  one  of  those  who  did 
not  hold  office  under  the  old  system  ?  It  is  said  that  the  new 
broom  sweeps  clean  —  it  is  fortunate  oura  baa  not  brushed  away 
all  the  old  incumbents." 

"  No,  that  is  to  come;  and  come  it  will,  as  sure  as  the  sun 
rises.  We  must  have  rotation  on  the  bench,  as  well  aa  in  all 
other  matters.  You  see,  'Squire,  rotation  is  a  sort  of  claim  with 
many  men,  who  have  no  other.  They  fancy  the  earth  to  hav; 
been  created  on  a  sort  of  Jim  Crow  principle,  because  it  turns 

"  That  is  it;  and  it  eaplains  the  clamour  that  is  made  about 
it.  But  to  return  to  this  jury,  Timms;  on  the  whole,  you  like 
it,  I  should  infer?" 

"  Not  too  well,  by  any  means.  There  axe  six  or  eigtit  names 
on  the  list  that  I'm  always  glad  to  see;  for  they  belong  fo  men 
who  are  friendly  to  me 

"  Good  God,  man — it  cannot  be  possible  that  you  count  on 
such  assistants  ia  a  trial  for  a  human  life  !" 

"  Not  count  on  it,  'Stjuire  Dunseomb  !  I  count  on  it  from  an 
BoUon  of  trespass  on  the  case,  to  this  indictment  —  cotmt  on  it, 
quite  as  much,  and  a  good  deal  more  rationally,  than  you  count 
in  your  law  and  CTidenoe.  Didn't  I  carry  that  heavy  ease  for 
the  railroad  company  on  that  principle  altogether?    The  law  wss 
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iead  agiunat  us  they  Bay,  and  the  facts  were  against  us ;  but  tti6 
verdict  was  in  our  favour.    That 's  what  I  call  practising  law !" 

"  Yes;  I  remember  to  have  heard  of  that  case,  and  it  was 
ilwaja  a  wonder  with  the  bar  how  jou  got  along  with  it.  Had 
it  been  a  verdict  against  a  corporation,  no  one  would  have  thought 
anything  of  it — bat  to  carry  a  bad  case  for  a  company,  now-a- 
days,  is  almost  an  unheard-of  thing." 

"  You  are  quite  right,  sir.  I  can  beat  any  ndlroad  in  the 
State,  wifli  a  jury  of  a  neighbourhood,  let  the  question  or  facts 
be  what  they  may;  but,  in  this  instance,  I  beat  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  all  through  the  faith  the  jury  had  in  me.  It 's  a  blessed 
institufjon,  this  of  the  jury,  'Squire  Dunseomb  ! — no  doubt  it 
makes  us  the  great,  glorious,  and  free  people  that  we  aje  !" 

"  If  the  bench  continue  to  lose  its  influence  aa  it  has  done,  the 
nest  twenty  years  will  see  it  a  curse  of  the  worst  character.  It 
is  uow  little  more  tha.n  a  popular  cabal  in  all  cases  in  the  least 
calculated  to  awaken  popular  feeling  or  prejudice." 

"  There  's  the  rub  in  this  capital  case  of  ours.  Mary  Monaon 
has  neglected  popuhirity  altogether;  and  she  is  litely  to  suffer 
for  it." 

"  Popularity !"  exclaimed  Dunseomb,  in  a  tone  of  horror  — 
"  and' this  in  a  matter  of  life  and  death  !  What  arte  we  coming 
to  in  the  law,  as  well  aa  in  politics !  No  public  man  is  to  be 
found  of  sufficient  moral  courage,  or  intellectual  force,  to  stem 
this  torrent;  which  ia  sweeping  away  everything  before  it.  But 
in  what  has  our  client  fj,iled,  Timms?" 

"  In  almost  everything  connected  with  this  one  great  point; 
and  what  vescs  me  ia  her  wonderful  power  of  pleasing,  which  is 
tompletely  thrown  away.  'Squire  Dunseomb,  I  would  carry  this 
(oonty  for  Free  Sile  or  ag'in  it,  with  that  lady  to  back  ine,  as  a 
wife." 

"  What,  if  she  should  refuse  to  rosort  to  popular  aira  and 
gtaoesF" 
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"I  mean,  of  course,  ahe  aiding  and  abetting.  I  would  ^va 
the  world,  now,  could  we  get  tho  judge  into  her  company  for 
half  an  Lour.  It  would  make  a  friend  of  hliu;  and  it  is  still 
something  to  hare  a  friend  in  the  judge  in  a  eriminal  case." 

"  You  may  well  say  '  still,'  Timms ;  how  much  longer  it  will 
be  po,  is  another  matter.  Under  the  old  sysUiin.  it  would  be 
hopeless  to  espect  so  much  complMSauce  in  a  judge;  but  I  will 
not  take  it  on  myself  to  say  what  a  people's  judge  will  not  do." 

"  If  I  thought  tho  thing  could  be  managed,  by  George  I  would 
attempt  it !  The  grand  jurors  visit  the  gaols,  and  why  not  the 
judges?  What  doyou  think,  sir,  of  an  anonymous  latter  hinting 
to  his  honour  that  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Gott  —  who  is  an  excellent 
urcature  in  her  way — might  serve  the  ends  of  justice  !" 

"  As  I  think  of  all  underhanded  movements  and  trickery.  No, 
no,  Timms ;  you  had  better  let  our  client  remain  unpopular,  tJian 
undertake  anything  of  this  nature." 

"Perhaps  you  are  right,  sir.  Unpopular  she  is,  and  will  be, 
as  long  as  she  pursues  her  present  course ;  whereas  she  might 
carry  all  classes  of  men  with  her.  For  my  part,  'Squire  Duns- 
comb,  I  've  found  this  young  lady"  -r-  here  Timms  paused,  hem- 
med, and  concluded  by  looking  a  little  foolish  —  a  character  of 
countenance  by  no  means  common  with  one  of  his  shrewdness 
and  sagacity. 

"  So,  so,  Master  Timms,"  said  the  senior  coun^l,  regarding 
the  junior  with  a  sort  of  sneer  —  "  you  are  as  great  a  fool  as  my 
nephew,  Jack  Wilmeler ;  and  have  fallen  in  love  with  a  pretty 
face,  in  spite  of  the  grand  jury  and  the  gallows  1" 

Timms  gave  a  gulp,  seemed  to  catch  bis  breath,  and  regained 
enough  of  his  self-command  to  be  able  to  answer. 

"I'm  in  hopes  that  Mr.  Wilmeter  will  think  better  of  this, 
»r,"  he  Bwd,  "and  turn  his  views  to  a  quarter  where  they  will 
be  particularly  acceptable.  It  would  hardly  do  for  a  young  gan- 
'Jetnan  of  his  ezpcctations  to  take  a  wife  oat  ci  a  gaol." 
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"  Enough  of  this  foolery,  Timins,  and  come  to  tt:  point.  Yjui 
remarks  about  popularity  may  have  some  sense  in  them,  if  matters 
have  been  pusiicd  too  far  in  a  contrary  direction.  Of  what  do  you 
somplain  ?" 

"In  the  first  place,  she  will  not  show  herself  at  the  windows; 
tmd  that  offends  a  great  many  persons,  who  think  it  proud  and 
sriatoeratic  in  her  not  to  act  as  other  criminals  act.  Then,  she 
liaa  made  a  capital  mistake  with  a  leading  reporter,  who  sent  in 
bis  name,  and  dearcd  an  interview;  which  she  declined  granting. 
She  will  hear  from  that  man,  depend  on  it,  sir." 

■•'I  shall  look  to  him,  theu  —  for,  though  this  class  of  men  ia 
fijst  putting  tlie  law  under  foot,  it  may  he  made  to  turn  on  them, 
by  one  who  understands  it,  and  has  the  courage  to  use  it.  I  shall 
aot  allow  the  rights  of  Mary  Monson  to  be  invaded  by  such  a 
fungus  of  letters." 

"  Fungus  of  letters  !  Ahem  — if  it  was  anybody  but  yourself, 
'Squire,  that  I  was  talking  to,  I  might  remind  you  that  these 
funguses  flourish  on  the  dunghill  of  the  common  mind." 

"No  matter;  the  law  can  be  made  to  touch  them,  when  in 
good  hands;  and  mine  Jiave  now  some  experience.  Haa  ihia 
reporter  resented  the  refusal  of  the  prisoner  to  see  him  ?" 

"  He  is  aquiating  that  way,  and  has  got  himself  sent  to  Biberry 
by  two  or  three  journals,  to  report  the  progress  of  the  trial.  I 
know  the  man;  he  is  vindictive,  impudent,  and  alwaja  uses  hia 
onift  Ui  indulge  hia  resentments." 

"  Ay,  many  of  those  gentry  are  up  to  that.  Is  it  not  surprising, 
Timms,  that  in  a  couDtry  for  ever  boasting  of  its  freedom,  men 
do  not  see  how  much  abuse  there  is  of  a  very  important  int-eresl^ 
in  suffering  these  irresponsible  tyrants  to  ride  rough-shod  over 
the  community?" 

"  Lord,  'Squire,  it  is  not  with  the  reportera  only,  that  abuses 
lire  to  be  found.  I  was  present,  the  other  day,  at  a  conversation 
between  a  judge  and  a  great  town  lawyer,  when  the  lost  depl<jred 
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ilie  atiilc  of  the  juries!  'What  would  you  have?'  says  hia 
Honour;  'angels  sent  down  from  Heaven  to  fill  the  jury-boses?' 
Waal"  — Tirams  never  could  get  over  the  defects  of  hia  early 
MBociations— -" Waal,  'Squire,"  be  continued,  with  a  shrewd 
leer  of  the  eyes,  "I  thought  a  few  saiata  might  be  squeezed  in 
between  the  lowest  angel  in  Heaven  and  the  average  of  ooi 
Duke's  county  paunels.  This  is  a  great  fashion  of  talking  that  is 
growing  up  among  us  to  meet  an  objection  by  crying  ont,  'men 
are  not  angels;'  as  if  some  men  are  not  better  than  others." 

"  The  institutions  clearly  maintjun  that  some  men  are  better 
than  others,  Tiroms!" 

"  That 's  news  to  mo,  I  will  own.  I  thought  the  institutionB 
declared  all  men  alike  —  that  is,  all  white  men ;  I  know  that  flie 
niggers  are  non-suited." 

"  They  are  unsuit«d,  at  least,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  in- 
stitutions. If  all  men  are  supposed  to  be  alike,  what  use  is  there 
in  the  elections?  Why  not  draw  lota  for  office,  as  we  draw  lota 
for  juriee  ?  Choice  infers  inequalities,  or  the  practice  is  an  absur- 
dity. But  here  comes  McBrain,  with  a  face  so  full  of  meaning, 
he  must  have  something  to  tell  us." 

Sure  enough,  the  bridegroom -physician  came  into  the  room  at 
that  instant;  and  without  circumlocution  he  entered  at  once  on 
the  topic  thai  was  then  uppermost  in  his  mind.  It  wa.s  the  custom 
of  the  neighbourhood  to  profit  by  the  visits  of  this  able  practi- 
tioner to  his  country  place,  by  calling  on  him  for  advice  in  such 
difficult  cases  as  existed  anywhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Tiiubnlly. 
Even  his  recent  marriage  did  not  entirely  protect  him  from  these 
appeals,  which  brought  so  little  pecuniary  advantage  as  to  be 
gratuitous;  and  he  had  passed  much  of  the  last  two  days  in 
making  proiessional  visits  in  a  circle  around  hia  residence  that 
included  Biberry.  Such  were  the  means  by  which  he  had  ob- 
Uined  the  information  tliat  now  escaped  from  him,  as  it  mighl 
be,  involuntarily. 
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"I  have  never  known  so  escJted  a  state  of  the  public  mind," 
he  cried,  "  as  now  esista  all  around  Blberry,  on  the  subject  of 
your  client,  Tom,  and  this  approaching  trial.  Go  where  I  may, 
me  whom  I  will,  let  the  disease  be  as  serious  as  possible,  all, 
patients,  parents,  friends  and  nurses,  commence  business  with 
asking  me  what  I  think  of  Mary  Monson,  and  of  her  guilt  or 


"  That  'b  because  you  are  married,  Ned,"  —  Dunscomb  coolly 
answered  —  "Now,  no  one  fhinka  of  putting  such  a  question  to 
me.  I  see  lots  of  people,  as  well  as  yourself;  but  not  a  soul  Las 
asked  me  whether  I  thought  Mary  Monson  guilty  or  innocent." 

"  Poh  !  You  are  her  counsel,  aud  no  one  could  take  the  liberty. 
I  dare  say  that  even  Mr.  Timms,  here,  your  associate,  has  never 
compared  nofes  with  you  on  that  particular  point." 

Timms  was  clearly  not  quite  himself;  and  he  did  not  look  as 
shrewd  as  he  once  would  have  done  at  such  a  remark.  He  kept 
in  the  back-ground,  and  was  content  to  listen. 

"  I  do  suppose  association  with  a  brother  in  the  law,  and  in  a 
case  of  life  and  death,  is  something  like  matrimony,  Dr.  McBrain. 
A  good  deal  must  be  taken  for  granted,  and  not  a  little  on  credit 
As  a  man  is  bound  to  believe  his  wife  the  most  excellent,  virtuous, 
most  amiable  and  best  creature  on  earth,  so  is  a  counsel  bound  lo 
con^der  his  client  iDnoceut.  The  relation,  in  each  case.  Is  eonfl- 
dential,  however ;  and  I  shall  not  pry  into  your  secrets,  any  more 
than  I  shall  betray  one  of  my  own." 

"  I  asked  for  none,  and  wish  none  j  but  one  may  express  sur- 
prise at  the  intense  degree  of  eicifement  that  prevails  all  through 
Duke's,  and  even  in  the  adjacent  counties." 

"  The  murder  of  a  man  and  his  wife  in  cold  blood,  accompa- 
nied by  robbery  an  J  arson,  are  enough  to  arouse  the  community. 
In  this  partJcuUr  case  the  feeling  of  interest  is  increased,  I  make 
Uo  doubt,  by  the  extraordinary  character,  as  well  as  by  the  [lingulai 
■nystery,  of  tie  party  accuaed.     I  have  had  many  oUenfe,  Ned, 
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but  never  one  like  this  before;  aa  you  have  had  many  wives,  but 
no  one  so  remarkable  aa  the  present  Mrs.  McBrain." 

"Your  time  will  come  yet,  Master  Dunscomb^- rccoUeet  I 
have  always  prognosticated  that." 

"Yon  forget  tLat  I  am  approaching  sixty.  A  man's  heart  ia 
us  hai'il  and  dry  as  a  biU  in  chancery  at  that  age  —  but,  I  beg 
your  pardon,  Ned ;  you  are  an  esception." 

"I  certainly  believe  that  a  maa  can  have  affections,  even  at 
four-score — and  what  is  more,  I  believe  that  when  the  reason  and 
judgment  come  in  aid  of  the  passions " 

Dunscomb  laughed  outright;  nay,  he  even  gave  a  little  shout, 
hia  bachelor'  habits  having  rendered  him  more  exuberant  in 
manner  than  might  otherwise  have  been  the  ease. 

"Passions!"  he  cried,  rubbing  his  hands,  and  looking  round 
for  Timms,  that  he  might  have  some  one  to  share  in  what  he 
regarded  as  a  capital  joke.  "  The  passions  of  a  fellow  of  three- 
score !  Ned,  you  do  not  flatl«r  yourself  that  you  have  been 
marrying  the  Widow  Updyke  iu  consequence  of  any  passion  you 
feel  for  her?" 

"I  do,  indeed,"  returned  the'Doctor,  with  spirit;  mustering 
resolution  to  carry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country — "  Let  mo 
tell  you,  Tom  Duuscomb,  that  a  warm-hearted  fellow  can  love  a 
woman  dearly,  bug  after  the  age  you  have  mentioned  —  that  is, 
provided  he  has  not  let  all  feeling  die  within  him,  for  ivant  of 
watering  a  plant  that  is  the  most  precious  boon  of  a  most  gracious 
Providence." 

"Ay,  if  he  begin  at  twenty,  and  keep  even  pace  with  his  ba- 
'oved  down  the  descent  of  time." 

"  That  may  all  be  true ;  hut,  if  it  haa  been  his  misfortune  to 
lose  one  partner,  a  second " 

"  And  a  third,  Ned,  a  third — why  not  foot  the  bill  at  onoe, 
u  they  say  in  the  market?" 

"  Well,  a  third,  too.  if  circumstances  ma^e  that  demand  Ml 
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hiin.  Anything  is  better  than  levying  the  affections  to  stagnate 
for  want  of  cultivation." 

"  Adam  in  Paradise,  by  Jove  !  —  But,  I  'D  not  reproach  you 
again,  since  you  have  got  so  gentle  and  kind  a  creature,  and  one 
who  is  twenty  years  your  junior " 

"  Only  eighteen,  if  you  please,  Mr.  Dunscomb." 

"  Now,  I  should  be  glad  to  inow  whether  you  have  added  those 
two  years  to  the  bride's  age,  or  subtracted  them  from  that  of 
the  bridegroom !  I  suppose  the  last,  however,  as  a  matter  o( 
eourise." 

"  I  do  not  well  see  how  you  can  suppose  any  such  thing,  know- 
ing my  age  as  weU  as  you  do.  Mrs,  McBrain  is  forty-two,  an 
age  when  a  woman  can  be  aa  loveable  as  at  nineteen  — more  so, 
if  her  admirer  happens  to  be  a  man  of  sense." 

"And  sixty-two.  WelJ,  Ned,  you  are  incorrigible;  and,  for 
the  sake  of  the  excellent  woman  who  has  consented  to  have  you, 
I  only  hope  this  will  be  the  laat  exhibition  of  your  weakness. 
So  thej  talk  a  good  deal  of  Mary  Monson,  up  and  down  ths 
country,  do  tiey  f " 

"  Of  little  else,  I  can  assure  you.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  tide 
seems  to  be  setting  strongly  against  her." 

"  That  is  had  news;  as  few  jurors,  aow-a-days,  are  superior  to 
auth  an  influence.  What  is  said,  in  particular.  Dr.  McBrain? — 
In  the  way  of  facts,  I  mean?"  ■ 

"One  repor.t  is  that  the  accused  is  ftiU  of  money;  and  that  a 
good  deal  of  that  which  she  ia  scattering  broad-cast  has  been 
teen  by  different  persons,  at  different  times,  in  the  possession  of 
the  deceased  Mrs.  Goodwin." 

"  Let  them  retail  that  lie,  far  and  near,  'Squire,  and  we  '11  turn 
it  to  good  account,"  said  Timms,  taking  out  his  note-book,  and 
wri^g  down  what  he  had  just  heard.  "  I  have  reason  to  think 
that  every  dollar  Miss  Monson  has  uttered  since  her  coiifi»> 
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"  rmprisonment  would  be  a  better  word,  Mr.  TimmB,"  intet- 
rapted  the  l>ocfor. 

"I  see  no  great  difference,"  replied  the  literal  attorney — 
"  bnt  imprisonment,  if  jou  prefer  it.  I  have  reason  to  think  thai 
every  dollar  Mary  Monson  has  put  in  cirealation  sinee  she  entered 
the  gaol  at  Biberry,  has  come  from  either  young  Mr.  Wilmeter 
or  myself,  in  exchange  for  hundred-dollar  notes — and,  in  one  in' 
stance,  for  a  note  of  five  hundred  dollars.  She  ia  well  off,  "I  can 
tell  you,  getitlemen ;  and  if  she  is  to  be  executed,  her  executor 
will  have  something  to  do  when  all  ia  over." 

"You  do  not  intend  to  allow  her  to  be  hanged,  Timma?" 
demanded  McBrain,  aghaat. 

"  Not  if  I  can  help  it,  Doctor ;  and  this  lie  about  the  money, 
when  clearly  disproved,  will  be  of  capital  service  to  her.  Let 
them  circulate  it  as  much  as  they  please,  the  rebound  will  be 
in  proportion  to  the  blow.  The  more  they  circulate  that  foolish 
rumour,  the  better  it  will  be  for  our  client  when  we  come  to 
trial." 

"I  suppose  you  are  right,  Timma;  though  I  could  prefer 
planer  dealings.  A  cause  in  which  you  are  employed,  however, 
must  have  more  or  loss  of  management." 

"  WTiich  is  better,  'Squire,  than  your  law  and  evidence.  But 
what  else  has  Br.  McBrain  to  tell  us?" 

"  I  hear  that  Peter  Goodwin's  nephew,  who  it  aeems  had  some 
expectations  from  the  old  people,  ia  particularly  sav^,  and  leavea 
no  atone  unturned  to  get  up  a  popular  feeling  againat  the  ae- 
eased. " 

"  He  had  best  beware,"  awd  Dunscomb,  bis  usoally  ooIourleM 
bnt  handsome  face  flushing  aa  he  spoke.  "  I  shall  not  trifle  in  a 
matter  of  this  sort — ha!  "fimma?" 

"  Lord  bless  you,  'Squire,  Duke'a  ©ounty  folka  wouldn't  tindeT> 
otand  a  denial  of  the  privilege  to  aay  what  they  pleaAe  in  t.  case 
of  this  botL    They  &Qoy  Qua  is  liberty;  and  'tooA  my  hoaooi', 
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take  your  poker,'  is  not  more  sensitive  than  the  feelio'  of  libertj 
in  tliese  parte.  I  'm  afraid  that  not  only  this  Joe  Davis,  but  the 
reporters,  will  saj  just  what  thej  plsaae ,  and  Mary  Monaon'" 
rights  will  whistle  for  it.  You  will  remember  that  our  judge  k 
not  only  a  bran-new  one,  but  be  drew  th<.  two  years'  term  into 
tbe  bargain.  No,  I  think  it  will  be  wiiest  to  kt  tha  law,  and 
old  principles,  and  the  right,  and  true  liberty,  quit«  alone;  and 
to  how  the  knee  to  things  as  they  are.  A  good  deal  is  said  about 
our  fathers,  and  their  wisdom,  and  patriotism,  and  sacrifices ; 
but  nobody  dreama  of  doing  as  they  did,  or  of  reasoning  as  they 
reasoned.  Life  is  made  up,.jii  reality,  of  these  little  matters  in 
a  comer;  while  the  great  prinoiples  stmt  about  in  buekram,  for 
men  to  admire  them,  and  talk  about  them.  I  do  take  considerable 
delight,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  in  hearing  you  enlarge  on  a  principle, 
whether  it  be  in  law,  morals,  or  politics;  but  I  should  no  more 
think  of  prac/^ing  on  'em,  Ihaa  I  should  think  of  refusing  a 
thousand  dollar  fee." 

"Is  that  your  price F"  demanded  McBrdn,  with  curiosity 
—  "Do  you  work  for  as  large  a  sum  as  that,  in  this  case, 
5^nnns?" 

"I'm  paid,  Doctor;  just  as  you  was"  —  the  attorney  never 
stuck  at  grammar — "just  aa  you  was  for  that  great  operation  on 
the  Wall-Street  Millenary'ian " 

"Millionaire,  yon  mean,  Tim ms,"  said  Dunscomb,  coolly — 
"it  means  one  worth  a  million." 

"I  never  attempt  a  foreign  tongue  but  I  stumble,"  said  the 
attorney,  simply ;  for  he  knew  that  both  his  friends  were  familiar 
with  his  origin,  education,  and  advancement  in  life,  and  that  it 
was  wisest  to  deny  nothing  to  them  ;  "  but  since  I  have  been  so 
much  wilh  Mary  Monson  and  her  woman,  I  do  own  a  desire  tii 
speak  the  language  they  nee." 

Again  Dnnsoomb  isgorded  bis  tUMooiate  intently;  something 
•omkal  gleaming  in  his  eye. 
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■'  'Tiinms,  you  have  fellen  in  love  with  our  handsome  client," 
he  quietly  remarked. 

"No,  sir;  not  quite  as  bad  as  that,  yet;  though  I  will  ai> 
knowledge  that  the  lady  is  very  interesting.  Should  she  be 
acquitted,  and  could  wo  only  get  some  knowledge  of  her  early 
history  —  why,  that  might  put  a  new  fiice  on  matters." 

"  I  must  drive  over  to  Biberry  iu  the  morning,  and  have  an- 
ither  interview  with  the  lady  myaclf.  And  now,  Ned,  I  will  join 
your  wife,  and  read  aa  epithalamiura  prepared  for  tiiis  great  oc- 
casion. You  need  not  trouble  yourself  to  follow,  the  song  being 
no  novelty;  for  I  have  read  it  twice  before  on  your  aeeount." 

A  hearty  laugh  at  his  own  wit  concluded  the  discourse  on  tli« 
part  of  the  great  York  counsellor ;  though  Timms  remained  some 
tj]iie  longer  with  the  Doctor,  questioning  the  latter  touching 
opinions  and  facte  gleaned  by  the  physioitui  in  the  coutm  of  hit 
inrcuit. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

"fVoin  his  brimBlmiB  bed  at  break  of  dajr, 
A  walking  the  devil  is  gone. 
To  visit  his  little  Bnug  farm  of  the  earth. 
And  see  how  his  stock  went  on." 

CeUridgt. 

DONBCOMB  was  as  good  as  his  word.  Nest  moniiiig  he  was  OD 
ilia  way  to  Eibeny.  He  was  thoughtful ;  had  laid  a  bundle  of 
ji^ipcrs  on  the  front  seat  of  the  carriage,  and  went  his  way  musing 
Mud  silent.  Singularly  enough,  his  only  companion  was  Anna 
L'pdyke,  who  had  asked  a  seat  in  the  carriage  timidly,  but  with 
ail  eariiestaega  that  prevailed.  Had  Jack  Wtlmeter  been  at 
Biberry,  thiB  request  would  not  have  been  made;  hut  Bhe  knew 
lie  was  in  town,  and  that  she  might  uiake  the  little  excursion 
without  the  imputation  of  indelicacy,  so  far  aa  he  was  coneemed. 
Her  object  will  appear  in  the  course  of  the  narrative. 

The  "best  lavem"  in  Biberry  was  kept  by  Daniel  Horton. 
The  wife  of  this  good  man  had  a  native  propensity  to  talk  that 
had  been  essentially  cultivated  in  the  course  of  five-and-twcnty 
years'  practice  in  the  inn  where  she  had  commenced  her  career 
aa  maid ;  and  was  now  finishing  it  aa  mistress.  As  is  common 
with  persons  of  her  class,  she  knew  hundreds  of  those  who  fre- 
quented her  house ;  calling  each  readily  by  name,  and  treating 
every  one  with  a  oertdu  degree  of  professional  familiarity  that  is 
fer  from  uncommon  in  country  inns. 

"  Mr.  Dmuoomb,  I  declare  I "  cried  this  woman,  aa  she  entered 
the  room,  and  fotmd  the  counaellor  aod  his  companion  in  posses- 
nou  cf  her  best  parlour.     "  This  is  a  pleasure  I  did  not  expect 
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nntil  the  circuit.  It's  quite  twenty  years,  'Squire,  since  1  bail 
the  pleasure  of  first  waiting  oa  you  in  this  house.  And  a  plea- 
sure it  has  always  been;  for  I've  not  forgotten  the  ejectment 
Buit  that  you  carried  for  Hortoc  when  we  was  only  new-begiunera. 
I  am  glad  t*)  see  you,  sir;  welcome  to  Biberry,  as  is  this  young 
lady,  who  is  your  daughter,  I  presume,  Mr.  Puuscomb  ?  " 

"You  forget  that  I  am  a  bachelor,  Mi's.  Horton  — no  niaiTy- 
ing  (nan,  in  any  sense  of  tlie  word." 

"I  might  have  known  that,  had  I  reflected  a  moment;  for 
they  say  Mary  Monaon  employs  none  but  bachelors  and  widowers 
in  her  case;  and  you  are  her  counsel,  I  know." 

"  Xhis  is  a  peculiarity  of  which  I  was  not  aware.  Timnis  is  a 
bachelor,  certiunly,  as  well  as  myself;  but  to  whom  else  can  you 
Ellude  ?  Jack  lViliii;rtcr,  my  nephew,  can  hardly  be  said  to  be 
employed  nt  all ;  nor,  for  tliat  matter,  Jlichacl  Mlllin^ton ;  tb.iii^li 
neither  is  married." 

"  Ye3,  sir ;  we  know  both  of  the  last  well,  they  having  lodged 
with  us.  If  yoimg  Mr.  Wilmeter  is  single,  I  fancy  it  is  noi.  iiis 
own  taul'"  — here  Mrs.  Horton  looked  very  wise,  but  continued 
talking  — "  Young  gentlemen  of  a  good  appearance  and  hand- 
pome  fortunes  commonly  have  not  much  difficulty  in  getting 
wives  —  not  as  much  as  young  ladies;  for  you  men  make  the 
law,  and  you  give  your  own  sex  the  best  chance,  almost  aa  a 
matter  of  course " 

■'  Pardon  me,  3Irs,  Horton,"  interrupted  Dunscomb,  a  little 
formally,  Uke  one  who  felt  great  interest  in  the  subject — "you 
were  remarking  that  we  have  the  best  chance  of  getting  married; 
and  here  have  I  been  a  bachelor  ail  my  life,  trying  in  v^n  to 
enter  into  the  happy  state  of  matrimony — if,  indeed,  it  deserve 
lo  be  so  termed." 

■'  It  .could  not  be  very  difficult  for  you  to  find  a  corapaDion," 
iud  tlie  laudhtdy,  shaking  her  head ;  "  and  for  tlie  reason  I  have 
jUBt,, given."  .      , 
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"Which  was ?" 

"  That  you  men  have  made  the  laws  and  profit  by  them.  ¥oH 
eae  ask  whom  yon  please;  but  a  woman  is  obliged  to  wait  to  be 
asked." 

"  You  never  were  in  a  greater  mistake  in  your  life,  I  do  assure 
yju,  my  good  Mrs.  Horton.  Tbere  is  no  such  law  on  the  subject. 
Auj  woman  may  put  the  question,  as  well  as  any  man.  Thia 
Kas  the  law,  and  I  don't  think  the  Code  has  changed  it." 

"  Yes,  I  know  that  well  eaough,  and  get  laughed  at,  and 
pointed  at,  for  her  pains.  I  know  that  a  good  deal  is  said  about 
leap-year;  but  who  ever  heard  of  a  woman's  putting  the  ques- 
tion ?  I  fancy  that  even  Maiy  Moiison  would  think  twice  before 
she  (JXik  so  bold  a  step  once." 

"  Mary  Monson  !"  exclaimed  Dunaeomb,  suddenly  turning  to- 
wards his  hostess  —  "  Has  she  a  reputation  for  being  attentive  to 
gentlemen?" 

'■'  Not  that  I  know  of;  but " 

"  Then  allow  me  to  say,  my  good  Mrs.  Horton,"  interrupted 
the  celebrated  counsellor,  with  a  manner  that  was  almost  austere, 
'■  that  you  have  been  greatly  to  blame  in  hazarding  the  sort  of 
remark  you  did.  If  you  iwow  nothing  of  the  character  you  cer- 
taiuly  iusinuated,  you  should  have  said  nothing.  It  is  very 
extraordinary  that  women,  alive  aa  they  must  be  to  the  conse- 
quences Ifl  one  of  their  own  sex,  are  ever  more  ready  than  men 
to  throw  out  careless,  and  frequently  malicious  hints,  that  take 
away-a  reputation,  and  do  a  melancholy  amount  of  harm  in  the 
world.  Slander  is  the  least  respectable,  the  most  unchristian- 
Uke,  and  the  most  unlady-like  vice,  of  all  the  secondary  sins  of 
your  sex.  One  would  think  the  danger  you  are  all  exposed  to  in 
oommon,  would  teach  you  greater  caution." 

"Yes,  sir,  that  is  true;  but  this  Mary  Monson  is  in  such  a 
pickle  already,  that  it  is  not  easy  to  make  her  case  much  worse," 
Answered  Mrs.  Horton,  a  good  deal  frightened  at  the  austerity  of 
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Dunscorab's  rebuke ;  for  his  reputation  was  too  high  tu  rcndot 
his  good  or  bad  opinion  a,  matter  of  indifference  to  her.  "  If 
you  only  knew  the  half  that  is  said  of  her  in  Duke's,  jOu 
wouldn't  mind  a  careless  word  or  so  about  her.  Everybody 
thinks  her  guilty;  and  a  crime,  more  or  less,  can  be  of  no  greal 
matter  to  the  likes  of  lier." 

"  Ah,  Mrs.  Horton,  these  careless  words  do  a  vast  deal  of 
barm.  They  insinuate  away  a  reputation  in  a  breath;  and  my 
experience  has  fanght  me  tliat  they  who  are  the  most  apt  to  use 
them,  are  persons  whose  own  conduct  will  least  bear  the  light. 
Women  with  a  whole  log-heap  of  beams  in  their  own  eyes,  are 
remarkable  for  discovering  motes.  Give  me  the  female  who 
floats  along  quietly  in  her  sphere,  unoffending  and  charitable, 
witching  for  the  best,  and  as  difficult  to  be  brought  to  think  as  Ui 
do  evil.    Hut,  they  talk  a  good  deal  against  mj  client,  do  they?" 

"  More  than  I  have  ever  known  folks  talk  against  any  indicted 
person,  man  or  woman.  The  prize-fighters,  who  were  in  for 
murder,  had  a  pretty  hard  time  of  it;  but  nothing  to  MaryMoa- 
Eon's.  In  short,  until  'Squire  Timms  came  out  in  her  favour, 
Bhe  had  no  chance  at  all." 

"  This  is  not  very  encouraging,  certainly  —  but  what  b  said. 
Mrs.  Horton,  if  you  will  suffer  me  to  put  the  question  f" 

"  Why,  'Squire  Dunscomb,"  answered  the  woman,  pursing  up 
ft  very  pretty  American  mouth  of  her  own,  "  a  body  is  never  aure 
that  you  won't  call  what  she  says  slander " 

i<  pob — ^poh — ^you  know  me  better  than  that.  I  never  meddle 
with  that  vile  class  of  suits.  I  am  employed  to  defend  Mary  " 
Monson,  you  know " 

"  Yes,  and  are  well  pwd  for  it  too,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  if  all 
that  a,  body  hears  is  true,"  interrupted  Mrs.  Horton,  a  little 
ipitefully.     "  Five  thousand  dollars,  tliey  say,  to  a,  cent !" 

Xhinscomb,  who  wsa  working  lit«raUy  without  other  reward 
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it  this  fresli  instance  of  llio  absurdities  into  which  niwour  can 
lead  its  votaries.  Bowing  a  little  apology,  he  coolly  lighted  a 
eegar,  and  proceeded. 

"  Where  is  it  supposed  that  Mary  Monson  can  find  such  large 
sums  to  hestow,  Mrs.  Horton  ?"  be  quietly  askod,  whoa  his  segar 
was  properly  lighted.  "It  is  not  usual  for  young  and  friendless 
women  to  have  pockets  so  well  hned." 

"  Nor  is  it  usual  for  young  women  to  rob  and  murder  old  ones, 
'Squire." 

"  Was  Mrs.  Goodwin's  stocking  thought  to  be  large  enough  to 
hold  sums  like  that  you  have  mentioned  ?" 

"  Nobody  knows.  Gold  taies  but  little  room,  as  witness 
Califomy.  There  was  General  Wilton  —  every  one  thought  him 
rich  as  Caesar " 

"Do  you  not  meM  Crcesus,  Mrs.  Horton  ?" 

-"  Well,  Csesar  or  Cnwsus ;  both  were  rieh,  I  do  suppose,  and 
General  Wilton  was  thought  the  equal  of  either ;  but,  when  be 
died,  his  estate  wouldn't  pay  his  debts.  On  the  other  band,  old 
Davy  Davidson  was  set  down  by  nobody  at  more  than  twenty 
thousand,  and  he  left  ten  times  that  much  money.  So  I  say  no- 
body knows.  Mrs.  Goodwin  was  always  a  saving  woman,  though 
Peter  would  make  the  dollars  fly,  if  he  could  get  at  them.  There 
was  certwnly  a  weak  spot  in  Peter,  though  known  to  but  a  very 
few." 

Dunsoomh  now  listened  attentively.  Every  fact  of  this  nature 
was  of  importance  just  then ;  and  nothing  could  be  said  of  the 
murdered  couple  that  would  not  induce  all  engaged  in  the  cause 
tfl  prick  up  their  ears. 

"  I  have  always  understood  that  Peter  Goodwin  was  a  very 
respectable  sort  of  a  man,"  observed  Dunscomb,  with  a  profound 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  which  was  far  more  likely  to  induce 
the  woman  to  be  communicative,  in  the  way  of  oppositimi,  than 
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"  So  he  might  be,  but  he  had  his  weak  poiDta  as  well  as  oilier 
respectable  men ;  though,  as  I  have  said  abijadj,  hia'n  wasn't 
geneially  known.  Everybody  is  respectable,  I  suppose,  until 
thej  're  fouud  out.  But  Peter  is  dead  and  gone,  and  I  have  no 
wish  to  disturb  his  grave,  which  I  believe  to  be  a  anful  act." 

This  sounded  still  more  ominously,  and  it  greatly  increased 
Diinacomb's  desire  to  learn  more.  Still  he  saw  that  great  caution 
must  be  used,  Mrs.  Horton  choosing  to  affect  much  t^nderaesa 
for  her  deceased  neighbour's  character.  The  counsellor  knew 
human  nature  well  enough  to  be  aware  that  indiffereuce  was 
someliincs  as  good  a  stimulant  as  opposition ;  and  he  now  thought 
it  expedient  to  try  the  virtue  of  that  quality.  Without  making 
any  immediate  answer,  therefore,  he  desired  the  attentive  and 
ansioua  Anna  Updyke  to  perform  some  little  office  for  bira ;  thus 
managing  to  get  her  out  of  the  room,  while  the  hostess  stayed 
behind.  Then  his  segar  did  not  quite  suit  him,  and  he  tried  an- 
other, making  divers  little  delays  that  set  the  landlady  on  the 
tenter-hooks  of  impatience. 

"  Yes,  Peter  is  gone  —  dead  and  buried  —  and  I  hope  the  sod 
lies  lightly  on  his  remains!"  she  said,  sighing  ostentatiously. 

"  Therein  you  are  mistaken,  Mrs.  Horton,"  the  counsellor 
aoolly  remarked — "  the  remains  of  neither  of  those  found  in  the 
mius  of  the  house  are  under  ground  yet ;  but  are  kept  for  the 
trial." 

"  What  a  time  we  shall  have  of  it  1  —  so  ezcitiDg  and  full  of 
mystery  1" 

"And  you  might  add  'custom,'  Mrs.  Horton.  The  reporters 
atone,  who  will  certainly  come  &om  town  like  an  inroad  of  Cos- 
tmake,  will  fill  your  house." 

"  Yes,  and  themselves  too.  To  be  honest  with  you,  'Squire 
l>iinscomb,  too  many  of  those  gentry  wish  to  be  kept  for  nothing 
(o  make  them  pleasant  boarders.     1  dare  say,  however,  we  shall 


tuch'  thing  as  justice,  after  a  hard-worliing  Ojer  and  Tciminet 

"  You  Bliould  be  under  no  concern,  my  good  Mrs.  Horton,  on 
that  subject.  There  is  really  so  little  of  the  thing  you  have  men- 
tioned, that  no  reasonable  woman  need  make  herself  unhappy 
about  it.     So  Peter  Goodwin  was  a  faultless  man,  was  he?" 

"  As  far  from  it  as  possible,  if  the  truth  was  said  of  him ;  and 
iieeing  the  man  is  not  absolutely  under  ground,  I  do  not  know 
why  it  may  not,  he  told.  I  can  respect  the  grave,  as  well  as  an- 
other; but,  as  he  ia  not  buried,  one  may  tell  the  truth,  Peter 
Goodwin  was,  hy  no  means,  the  man  lie  seemed  to  be," 

"In  what  p:irticular  did  be  fail,  ray  good  Mrs.  Horton?" 

To  be  good  in  Duascomb's  eyes,  the  landliidy  well  knew,  was 
a  great  honour;  and  she  was  flattered  as  much  by  the  manner  in 
whuh  the  words  were  uttered,  as  by  tliiir  impirt.  Woman-like, 
Mis  Horton  was  overcomi,  by  this  httle  bit  of  homage;  and  she 
flit  disposed  to  give  up  a  secret  whi;,h  to  do  her  justice,  had 
bcLn  rebgioualj  kept  mw  for  some  ttu  x  twelve  years  between 
herself  nod  her  hu^kind  As  she  and  the  counsel  were  alone, 
■  dropping  her  voice  a  iittle,  more  for  tie  sake  of  appearances  than 
for  auy  sufficient  reason,  the  landlady  proceeded. 

"  Why,  you  must  know,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  that  Peter  Good- 
win was  a  member  of  meetin',  and  a  professing  Christian,  which 
I  suppose  was  all  the  better  for  him,  seeing  that  he  was  to  be 
murdered." 

"  And  do  you  consider  his  being  a  '  professing  Christian,'  as 
you  call  it,  a  circumstance  to  be  concealed  ?" 

"  Not  at  all,  sic — but  I  consider  it  a  good  reason  why  the  fecte 
I  am  about  to  tell  you,  ought  not  to  be  generally  known.  Scoffers 
abound ;  and  I  take  it  that  the  feelings  of  a  believer  ought  to  be 
tjeat«d  more  tenderly  than  those  rf  an  unbeliever,  for  the  ohuroh's 
nke." 

"  That  ii  a  fashiw  of  tiw  ti 


yHMllMillll,^!,, 


hour,  whether  it  is  to  last  or  Dot.  Bat,  proceed  if  you  please 
mj  good  Mrs.  irorUm ;  I  am  quite  curious  to  know  by  what 
parlieuiar  ein  Sataa  maoaged  to  overcome  this  '  professing  Chris- 

"He  drank,  'Squire  Dunscomh  —  no,  lie  guzzled,  for  thut  ia 
the  best  word.  You  must  know  that  DuUj  was  avarice  itself — ■ 
that's  tl..i  reason  she  look  this  Mary  Monson  in  to  hoard,  though 
her  Louse  «is  no  ways  suited  for  boarders,  standing  out  of  the 
way,  with  oiily  one  small  Sparc  bed-room,  and  that  under  tlio 
roof.  Had  she  let  this  stranger  woman  come  to  one  of  the  re- 
gular houses,  :is  she  might  Lave  dune,  and  been  far  better  accom- 
modated than  it  was  possible  for  her  to  be  in  a  garret,  it  is  nol 
likely  she  would  haye  been  murdered.  She  lost  her  life,  as  I  tell 
Horton,  for  meddling  with  other  people's  business." 

"  If  such  were  the  regular  and  inevitable  punishment  of  that 
particular  offence,  my  good  landlady,  there  would  be  a  great 
dearth  of  ladies,"  said  Tom  Dunseomb,  a  little  drily — "  but,  yoa 
were  remarking  that  Peter  Goodwin,  the  member  of  meeting,  aud 
Mary  Monson's  supposed  victim,  had  a  weakness  in  favour  of 
strong  liquor?" 

■'  Juleps  were  his  choice — I  've  heard  of  a  part  of  the  country, 
fiomewhere  about  Virgiuny,  I  believe  it  is,  where  tee-to(allers 
make  an  exception  in  favour  of  juleps— it  may  do  lliere,  'Squire 
Dunseomb,  but  it  won't  do  here.  No  liquor  undoes  a  body,  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  sooner  than  mint  juleps.  I  will  find 
you  ten  constitutions  that  can  hold  out  ag'in  brandy,  or  plain 
grog,  or  even  grog,  beer  and  cider,  all  three  together,  where  yoa 
can  find  me  one  that  will  hold  out  ag'in  juleps.  1  always  set 
down  a  reg'lar  julep  fancier  as  a  case  —  that  is,  in  this  part  of 
the  country." 

"  Very  true,  my  good  landlady,  and  very  sensiblo  and  just.  1 
consider  you  a  sensible  and  just  woman,  whose  mind  oma  oeen 
enlaiged  by  an  extensiTe  acqu^ntance  Witt  human  nature " 


,dt>y  Google 


233  THB  WATS  OF  THE  HOUR. 

"  A  bod;  doee  pick  up  a  good  deal  id  and  around  a  bar,  'Squire 
Dunscomb!" 

"  Pick  up,  indeeii  —  I've  known  'em  picked  up  by  the  doEeii 
myself.     And  Peter  wwhW  take  tbe  juleps  ?"    . 

"  Awfully  fond  of  them !  He  no  more  dared  to  take  one  at 
home,  however,  than  he  dared  to  go  and  ask  Miuister  Walch  to 
make  him  one.  No,  he  know'd  better  where  the  riglit  sort  of 
article  waa  to  be  had,  and  always  came  down  to  our  house  when 
he  was  dry.  Horton  mixes  atjff,  or  we  should  have  been  a  good 
deal  better  off  in  the  world  than  we  arc — not  that  wc  're  mis'rar 
ble,  aa  it  is.  But  Horton  takes  it  strong  himself,  and  he  mixes 
Btrong  for  others.  Peter  soon  found  this  out,  and  he  fancied  his 
juleps  more,  as  he  has  often  told  me  himself,  thau  the  juleps  of 
the  great  Bowery-raaa,  who  has  a  name  for  'cm,  far  and  near. 
Horton  can  mix  a  julep,  if  he  can  do  nothing  else." 

"And  Peter  Gondwiu  was  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  your 
house  privately,  to  indulge  this  propensity." 

"I'm  almost  aslfcimed  to  own  that  he  did  —  perhaps  it  waa 
sinful  in  us  to  let  him ;  but  a  body  must  carry  out  the  idee 
of  trade  —  our  (jade  is  tavern-keeping,  and  it's  our  business  (o 
mix  liquors,  though  Minister  Watch  says,  almost  every  Sabbath, 
that  professors  should  do  nothing  out  of  sight  that  they  wouldn't 
do  before  the  whole  congregation.  1  don't  hold  to  that,  however; 
"or  it  would  soon  break  up  tavern-keeping  altogether.  Yes,  Peter 
did  drink  awfully,  in  a  corner." 

"To  intoiieation,  do  you  mean,  Mrs.  Horton?" 

"  To  delirrum  tremus,  sir — yes,  full  up  to  that.  His  way  waa 
to  come  down  to  the  village  on  the  prefeaco  of  business,  and  to 
come  right  to  our  house,  where  I've  known  him  to  take  three 
juleps  in  the  first  half-hour.  Sometimes  he  'd  pretend  to  go  to 
town  to  seehig  siater,  when  he  would  stay  two  or  three  days  up- 
stairs in  a  room  that  Horton  keeps  for  what  he  calls  his  catei — hd 
bMgiYeutheTOomthenalmetrfbisimni — hoe|atal'Wardhe  means." 
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^■'  la  the  wortbj  Mr.  Horton  a  member  of  the  meeting  also, 
my  good  landlady?" 

Mrs.  Horton  bad  the  grace  to  colour;  bat  she  answered  with 
out  stammering,  babit  fortifying  ua  in  moral  discrepancies  much 
more  serious  than  even  tljis. 

"  He  was,  and  I  don't  know  but  I  may  say  he  is  yet;  though 
he  hasn't  attended,  now,  for  more  than  two  years.  The  question 
got  to  be  between  meetin'  and  (be  bar ;  and  the  bar  carried  tha 
day,  so  far  aa  Horton  is  concerned.  I  Ve  held  out  better,  I  hope, 
and  expect  to  gain  a  victory.  It  'a  quite  enough  to  have  one 
backslider  in  a  family,  I  tell  my  husband,  'Squire." 

"A  sufficient  supply,  ma'am  —  quite  a  sufficiency.  So  Pet«r 
Qoodwin  lay  in  your  house  drunk,  days  at  a  time?" 

"  I  'm  sorry  to  say  he  did.  He  was  here  a  week  one^  with 
delirrum  tremus  on  him ;  but  Hortfln  carried  him  through  by 
the  use  of  juleps ;  for  that  'a  the  time  to  take  'em,  everybody 
says;  and  we  got  him  home  without  old  Dolly's  knowing  that  he 
hadn't  been  with  his  sister  the  whole  time.  That  turn  satjsfied 
Peler  for  three  good  months." 

"  Did  Peter  pay  as  ho  went,  or  did  you  keep  a  score  F" 

"  Heady  money,  sir.  Catch  us  keeping  an  account  with  a  man 
when  his  wife  ruled  the  roast !  No,  Pet«r  p^d  like  a  king,  for 
every  mouthful  he  swallowed." 

"  I  am  far  from  certain  that  tho  comparison  is  a  good  one, 
kings  lieing  in  no  degree  remarkable  for  paying  their  debta.  But^ 
is  it  not  possible  that  Pet«r  may  have  set  his  own  house  on  fire, 
and  thus  have  caused  all  this  calamity,  for  which  my  client  ia 
held  responsible?" 

"I've  thought  that  over  a  good  deal  since  the  murder, 'Squire, 
but  don't  well  see  how  it  can  be  made  out.  Setting  tbe  building 
on  fire  is  umple  enough ;  but  who  killed  the  old  couple,  and  who 
■obbed  tba  houea,  unle»a  this  Mary  Monson  did  both?" 

"The  case  has  its  difficoltdef^  no  doubt-  bat  Huveloiowathe 
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ilaj  to  dawn  ailer  a  darker  sight  tLan  this.     I  believe  that  Mrs, 
Cioodwin  and  her  hushand  were  very  nearly  of  the  same  height?" 

"  Esactjy;  I've  seen  them  measure,  back  to  back.  He  was  a 
very  short  man,  and  she  a  very  tall  woman  1 " 

"  Po  you  know  anything  of  a  German  female  who  13  said  to 
have  lived  with  the  unfortunate  couple?" 

"  There  has  been  some  talk  of  su(;h  a  person  since  the  fire ; 
but  Dolly  Goodwin  kept  no  help.  She  was  too  stingy  for  that; 
then  she  had  no  need  of  it,  being  very  strong  and  stirring  for  her 
time  of  life," 

"  Might  not  a  boarder,  like  MissMonson,  have  induced  ber  U> 
take  this  foreigner  into  her  family  for  a  few  weeks  ?  The  nearest 
neighbours,  those  who  would  be  most  likely  to  know  all  about  it, 
Bay  that  no  wages  were  given;  the  woman  working  for  her  food 
and  lodging." 

"  'Squire  Dunacomb,  you  '11  never  make  it  out  that  any  Ger- 
man  killed  Peter  and  his  wife." 

"  Perhaps  not;  though  even  that  is  posfiLle.  Such,  however, 
is  not  the  object  of  my  present  enquiiies  —  but,  here  comes  my 
associate  counsel,  and  I  will  take  anotlii;r  occasion  to  continue 
this  conversation,  ray  good  Mra.  HortJjn." 

Timms  entered  with  a  hurried  air.  For  the  first  time  in  hia 
life  he  appeared  to  hts  associate  and  old  master  to  be  agitated. 
Cold,  calculating,  and  cunning,  this  man  seldom  permitted  him- 
self to  be  so  much  thrown  off  his  guard  as  to  betray  emotion ; 
but  now  he  actually  did.  There  was  a  tremor  in  his  form  that 
extended  to  his  voice;  and  he  seemed  afraid  to  trust  the  latt 
even  in  the  customary  salutations.  Nodding  his  head,  he  drew 
ehair  and  took  his  seat. 

"Ton  have  been  to  the  gaol  F"  asked  Dunscomb. 

A  nod  was  the  answer. 

"  You  were  admitted,  and  had  an  interriew  with  ottr  oliwit?' 

Nod  the  third  was  the  only  replj. 
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"Did  you  put  the  questions  to  her,  as  I  desired?" 

"I  did,  sir;  but  I  would  sooner  croas-examiQe  all  Duke'a,  thw} 
DDdertate  to  get  anything  she  does  not  wish  to  tell,  out  of  that 
one  joung  ladj!" 

"  I  fancy  most  young  ladies  ha¥o  a  faculty  for  keeping  sneh 
mattera  to  themselves  as  they  do  not  wish  to  reveal.  Am  I  t<i 
uaJerstand  that  you  got  no  answers?" 

"  I  really  do  not  know,  'Squire.  Siie  was  polite,  and  obliging, 
and  smiling  —  but,  somehow  or  other,  I  do  not  recollect  her  re- 
pile.." 

"  You  must  be  falling  in  love,  Timms,  to  return  with  sui  h  an 
account,"  retorted  Dunscomb,  a  cold  but  very  sarcistie  smile 
passing  over  his  face'.  "Have  a  care,  sir;  'tis  a  pnaaion  that 
makes  a  fool  of  a  mam  sooner  than  any  other  I  do  not  think 
there  is  much  danger  of  the  lady's  returning  ypur  flaiue ;  unless, 
indeed,  you  can  manage  to  make  her  acquittal  a  condition  of  the 
matoh." 

"  I  am  afraid  —  dreadfully  afraid,  her  acquittal  will  he  a  very 
desperate  affair,"  answered  Timms,  passing  his*  hands  down  his 
fece,  aa  if  to  wipe  away  his  weakness.  "  The  deeper  I  get  into 
the  matter,  the  worse  it  appears!" 

"  Have  you  given  our  client  any  intimation  to  this  effect  ?" 

"  I  hadn't  the  heart  to  do  it.  She  is  just  as  composed,  and 
calm,  and  tranquil,  and  judicious — yes,  and  ingenious,  as  if  she 
were  only  the  counsel  in  this  aSkir  of  life  and  death  !  I  couldn't 
dijtnist  so  much  tranquillity.     I  wish  I  knew  her  history  I" 

"  My  interrogatories  pointed  out  the  absolute  necessity  of  her 
famishing  us  with  the  means  of  enlightening  the  court  and  juiy 
on  that  most  material  point,  should  the  worst  come  to  the  worst." 

"I  know  they  did,  sir;  but  they  no  more  got  at  the  truth  than 

my  own  pressing  questions.    I  should  like  to  see  that  lady  on  the 

Btttnd,  above  all  things !  I  think  slie  would  bother  saucy  Williams, 

and  feirly  put  him  out  of  countenance.     By  the  way,  sir,  I  heiu 

11 
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be  is  emijlo5ed  agaiaat  us  by  the  nepliew,  who  is  quite  furioua 
alHDut  the  loss  of  the  money,  which  he  pretends  was  a  much 
larger  sum  than  the  neighbourhood  has  coiumoDly  supposed." 

"  I.  have  always  thought  the  relations  would  employ  some  one 
to  assist  the  public  prosecutor  in  a  case  of  this  magnitude.  The 
theory  of  our  governmeDt  is  that  the  public  virtue  will  see  the 
laws  executed;  but,  in  my  esperience,  Tirams,  this  public  virtue 
is  a-  very  acquiescent  and  indifferent  quality,  seldom  troubling 
itself  even  to  abate  a  nuisance,  until  its  own  nose  is  offended,  or 
its.  own  pocket  damaged." 

"  Roguery  is  always  more  active  than  honesty  —  I  found  that 
out  long  since,  'Squire.  But,  it  is  nat'ral  for  a  public  prosecutor 
not  to  press  one  on  trial  for  life,  and  the  accused  a  woman,  closer 
than  circumstaoces  seem  to  demand.  It  is  fjTie,  that  popular 
feeling  is  strong  ag'in  Mary  Monsou ;  but  it  was  well  in  the  ne. 
phew  to  fee  such  a  bull-dog  as  Williams,  if  he  wishes  to  make  a 
clean  sweep  of  it." 

"Does  our  client  know  this?" 

"  Certainly;  the  seems  to  know  all  about  her  case,  and  has  & 
strange  pleasure  in  entering  into  the  mode  and  manner  of  her 
defence.  It  would  do  your  heart  good,  sir,  to  see  the  manner  in 
which  she  listens,  and  advises,  and  consults.  She 's  wonderful 
handaome  at  such  times!" 

"  You  are  in  love,  Timms;  and  I  shall  have  to  engage  some 
other  assistant.  First  Jack,  and  then  you !  Umph  !  This  is  « 
dtrange  worldj  of  a  verity." 

"  I  don't  think  it's  quite  as  bad  with  me  as  that,"  said  Timms, 
this  time  rubbing  his  shaggy  eye-brows  as  if  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  he  were  dreaming,  "though  I  must  own  I  do  not  feel  pre- 
cisely as  I  did  a  month  einoe.  I  wish  you  would  see  our  client 
yourself,  sir,  and  make  her  understand  how  important  it  u 
to  her  interest  that  we  should  know  something  of  her  past  his- 
tory." 
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"  Do  you  thiak  her  name  ia  rightfully  set  forth  in  the  indiot 
Ment?" 

"  By  no  means — but,  as  she  has  called  herself  Mary  Monson, 
>he  cannot  avail  herself  of  her  own  acfa." 

"  Certainly  not  —  I  asked  merely  as  a  matter  of  information. 
She  must  be  made  to  feel  the  necessity  of  fortifying  us  on  that 
particular  point,  else  it  will  go  far  towards  convicting  her.  Jurors 
do  not  like  aliases," 

"  She  knows  this  already;  for  I  have  laid  the  matter  before 
her,  again  and  again.  Nothing  aeema  to  move  her,  however;  and 
as  to  apprehension,  she  appears  to  be  above  all  fear." 

"  This  ia  most  extraordinary  I  —  Have  yon  interrogated  the 

"  How  can  I?     She  speaks  no  English;  and  I  can't  utter  a  - 
syllable  in  any  foreign  tongue." 

"  Ha!  Does  she  pretend  to  that  much  ignorance?  Marie 
Moulin  speaks  very  intelli^ble  English,  as  I  know  from  having 
conversed  with  her  often.  She  is  a  clever,  prudent  Swiss,  from 
one  of  the  French  cantons,  and  ia  known  for  her  fidelity  and 
trustworthiness.  With  me  ahe  will  hardly  venture  to'practise 
this  deception.  If  she  has  feigned  ignorance  of  English,  it  was 
in  order  to  keep  her  aeorels." 

Timms  admitted  the  probability  of  its  being  so;  then  he  en- 
tered into  a  longer  and  more  minute  detail  of  the  state  of  the 
case.  In  the  first  place,  ho  admitted  that,  in  spite  of  all  hia  own 
efibrts  to  the  contrary,  the  popular  feeling  was  setting  strong 
against  their  client.  "  Frank  Williams,"  as,  he  called  the  saucy 
person  who  bore  that  jiame,  had  entered  into  the  struggle  might 
and  main,  and  was  making  his  customary  impressions. 

"  His  feea  must  be  liberal,"  continued  Timms,  "and  I  should 
think  are  in  some  way  dependent  on  the  result;  for  I  never  ean 
Ihe  fellow  more  engaged  in  my  life." 

"  This  precious  Code  doea  allow  such  a  bargain  to  be  mad* 
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between  the  counsel  and  his  oliettt,.or  any  other  bargain  that  ii 
not  downright  conspiracy,"  returned  Duuscomh ;  "  but  I  do  not 
Bee  what  is  to  be  shared,  even  should  Mary  Monaon  be  hanged." 

"  Do  not  speak  in  that  manner  of  so  agreeable  a  person,"  cried 
Timms,  actually  manifesting  emotion — "it  is  unpleasant  to  think 
of.  It  is  true,  a  conviction  will  not  bring  money  to  the  prose* 
cntion,  uni^s  it  sbould  bring  to  light  some  of  Mrs.  Goodwin's 
hoards." 

Dunscomb  shrugged  his  shoulders,  and  his  associate  pTOceedei 
with  his  narrative.  Two  of  the  reporters  were  oiFended,  and  their 
allusions  to  the  cause,  which  were  almost  daily  in  their  respective 
jonrnalg,  were  ill-natured,  and  calculated  to  do  great  barm,  though 
so  iar  covered  as  to  wear  an  air  of  seeming  candour.  The  natural 
effect  of  this  "constant  dropping,"  in  a  community  accustomed 
to  refer  everything  to  the  common  mind,  had  been  "  to  wear  away 
the  atone."  Many  of  those  who,  at  first,  had  been  disposed  to 
sustain  the  accused,  unwilling  to  believe  that  one  so  young,  Bo 
educated,  so  modest  in  deportment,  so  engaging  in  manners,  and 
of  the  gentler  sex,  could  possibly  be  guilty  of  the  crimes  im- 
puted, were  now  changing  their  opinions,  under  the  control  of 
this  potent  and  sinister  mode  of  working  on  the  public  sentiment. 
The  agents  employed  by  Timras  to  counteract  this  malign  influ' 
ence  had  fdled  of  their  object;  they  working  merely  forinoney, 
while  those  of  the  other  side  were  resenting  what  they  regarded 
as  an  afiront. 

The  family  of  the  Burtons,  the  nearest  neighbours  of  the 
Goodwins,  no  longer  received  Timms  with  the  frank  cordiality  that 
they  had  manifested  in  the  earlier  period  o£  his  intercourse  with 
them.  Then,  they  had  been  communicative,  eager  to  tell  all  that 
they  knew,  and,  as  the  lawyer  fancied,  even  a  little  more ;  while 
tbey  were  now  reserved,  uneasy,  and  indisposed  to  let  one-half 
of  the  reul  fiicta  within  their  knowledge  be  known.  Timms 
Aought  they  bad  been  worked  upon,  and  that  they  might  expect 
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Bome  liOBtile  and  important  teatimoTiy  from  that  quarter.  The 
consullation  ended  by  an  esclamation  from  Duascomb  on  the 
Bubject  of  the  abuses  that  were  so  iaat  creeping  into  the  adminis- 
ttation  of  justice,  rendering  the  boasted  freemen  of  America, 
though  in  a  different  mode,  little  more  likely  to  receive  ila  benefit 
from  an  unpolluted  stream,  than  they  who  liTO  under  the  worn 
out  and  confessedly  comi^  systems  of  the  old  world.  Such  ie 
the  tendency  of  things,  and  mah  (me  of  the  ways  of  the  hour. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

■*  Are  those  her  ribs  through  which  Its  bus 
Did  peer,  ua  through  a,  grale; 
And  is  that  woman  all  her  crew  7 
I«  that  a  Death,  and  are. there  two! 
la  Death  that  woman's  mate." 

T/ie  Fhanlam  Ship. 

A.ITER  a  sbort  preparatory  interview  with  Anna  TJpdjte,  Duns- 
Bomb  repaired  to  th'e  gaol,  whither  he  had  already  despatched  a 
note  to  announce  hia  intended  visit.  Good  Mrs.  Gott^roceiv»sd 
him  with  earnest  attention ;  for,  as  the  day  of  trial  approached, 
this  kind-hearted  woman  manifeatcd  a  warmer  and  warmer  in- 
terest in  the  fate  of  her  prisoner. 

"  You  are  welcome,  Mr.  Ihiuacomb,"  said  this  well-disposed 
and  gentle  tunifeey,  as  she  led  the  way  to  the  door  that  opened 
Dn  the  gallery  of  the  gaol;  "and  welcome,  again  and  again.  I 
do  wish  this  business  may  fall  into  good  hands;  and' I'm  afraid 
Timms  is  not  getting  on  with  it  as  well  as  he  might." 

"  My  associate  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  skilful  attorney 
■ad  a  good  manager,  Mrs.  Gott." 

"So  he  has,  Mr.  Dunscomb;  but  Bomehow — I  scarce  know 
how  myself — but  somehow,  he  doesn't  get  along  with  this  cause, 
as  well  as  I  have  known  him  to  get  along  with  others.  The 
excitement  in  the  county  is  terrible;  and  Gott  has  had  seven 
anonymous  letters  to  let  him  Inow  that  if  Mary  Monson  escape, 
his  hopes  from  the  public  are  gone  for  ever.  I  tell  him  not  to 
mind  such  contemptible  things;  but  he  is  frightened  half  (!ut  of 
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hia  wita.     It  tates  good  courage,  'Squire,  to  treat  an  anonymoua 
letter  witk  the  contempt  it  merits." 

"  It  sometimes  does,  indeed.  Then  you  think  we  shall  Siave 
ap-hill  work  with  the  defence?" 

"  Dreadful ! — I've  never  known  a  cause  so  generally  tried  out 
of  doors  aa  this.  What  makes  the  matter  more  provoking,  Mary 
Monson  might  have  had  it  all  her  own  way,  if  she  had  been  so 
minded ;  for,  ifl:  first,  she  was  popularity  itself  with  all  the  nejgh- 
boiira.  Folks  nat'rally  like  beauty,  and  elegance,  and  youth  j 
and  Mary  has  enough  of  each  to  make  friends  anywhere." 

"  What !  with  the  ladies  ?"  said  Dunscomb,  smiling.  "  Surely 
not  with  your  sex,  Mrs.  Gott?" 

"  Yes,  with  the  women,  as  well  as  with  the  men,  if  she  would 
only  use  her  means;  but  she  stands  in  her  own  light.  Crowds 
have  been  round  the  outer  windows  to  hear  her  play  on  the  harp 
— they  tell  me  she  uses  the  real  Jew's  Harp,  'Squire  Dunseomb; 
such  aa  Boyal  David  used  to  play  on;  and  that  she  has  great 
skill.  There  is  a  German  in  the  village  who  knows  all  about 
music,  and  he  says  Mary  Monson  has  been  excellently  taught — 
by  the  very  best  masters." 

.".It  is  extraordinary;  yet  it  would  seem  .to  be  so.  Will  you 
have  the  goodness  to  open  the  door,  Mrs.  Gott  ?" 

"  With  all  ray  heart,"  answered  this,  in  one  sense,  very  singulttr 
turnkey,  though  in  another,  a  very  every-day  character,  jingling 
her  keys,  but  not  taking  a  forward  step  to  comply ;  "  Mary  Mon- 
son expects  you.  I  suppose,  sir,  you  know  that  saucy  Frank 
WilUams  is  retained  by  the  friends  of  the  Goodwins?" 

"  Mr.  Timms  has  told  me  as  much  aa  that.  I  cannot  say, 
however,  that  I  have  any  particular  apprehension  of  encountering 
Mr.  Williams." 

-  "  No,  sir ;  not  you,  I  '11  engage,  not  in  open  court ;  hut  oat 
if  doors  he  'a  very  formidable." 

"  I  trust  this  cau.<<e,  one  involving  the  life  and  reputation  of  a 
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very  interesting  female,  will  not  be  tried  out  of  doora,  Sire.  Oott 
IFhe  isaue.is  to  j    '    a  f      u  h  a  tribunal." 

"  So  a  body  w  uH  th  nk  lut  a  great  deal  of  law-business  18 
settled,  they  tell  m  und  tfa  sheda,  and  in  the  streets,  and  id 
the  taverns ;  m  t  espeo  ally  n  th^  juror's  bed-rooms,  and  settled 
in  a  way  it  ought  n  t  t    b 

"  I  am  afraid  you  are  nearer  right  than  every  just-minded  per- 
Bon  could  wish.  But  we  will  tsilk  of  this  another  time — the 
door  if  you  pleaae,  now." 

"  Yes,  sir,  in  one  minute.  It  would  be  so  easy  for  Mary  Mon- 
son  to  be  juat  as  popular  with  everybody  in  Biberry  as  she  is  witli 
me.  Let  her  come  (o  one  of  the  side-windowa  of  the  gallery  this 
evening,  and  show  herself  to  the  folks,  and  play  on  that  harp  of 
her's,  and  Royal  David  himself  could  not  have  been  better  liked 
by  the  Jewa  of  old,  than  she  would  soon  be  by  our  people  here- 
aboute." 

"  It  ia  probably  now  loo  late.  The  court  ^ts  in  a  few  days; 
and  the  mischief,  if  any  there  be,  must  be  done."- 

"  No  such  thing,  begging  your  pardon,  'Squire.  There  's  that 
in  Mary  Moneon  that  can  carry  anything  she  pleases.  Folks 
now  think  her  proud  and  consequential,  because  she  will  not  just 
stand  at  one  of  the  grates  and  let  them  look  at  her  a  little." 

"  I  am  afraid,  Mrs.  Gott,  your  husband  has  taught  you  a 
greater  respect  for  those  you  call  '  thg  people,'  than  they  deserve 
to  receive  at  your  hands." 

"  Gott  is  dreadfully  afraid  of  them " 

"  And  he  ia  set  apart  by  tbe  laira  to  see  tbem  executed  on 
these  very  people,"  interrupted  Dunscomb,  with  a  sneer;  "to 
levy  on  their  possessions,  keep  the  peace,  enforce  the  lawB ;  Jn 
ehort,  to  make  th.&mftel,  whenever  it  is  Decessaiy,  that  they  are 
governed !" 

"Gott  says  Hhat  the  people  will  rule.'    That's  hii  great 
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'■Will  seem  to  rnle,  is  true  enough;  but  the  most  that  tb» 
maaa  of  anj  nation  can  do,  ia  occasionally  to  check  the  ptocced- 
Ings  of  their  governors.  The  every-day  work  is  most  effocEually 
done  by  a  favoured  few  here,  just  as  it  ia  done  by  a  iavoured  few 
evetywhere  else.  The  door,  now,  if  you  please,  my  good  Mre. 
Gott." 

"  Yes,  air,  in  one  minute.  Dear  me !  how  odd  that  you  should 
hink  so.  Why,  I  thought  that  you  were  a  democrat,  Mr.  Duos- 
comb?" 

"  So  I  am,  as  between  forms  of  government;  but  I  never  was 
fool  enough  ia  think  that  the  people  can  really  rule,  further  than 
by  occasional  checks  and  rebukes." 

"  What  would  Gott  say  to  this !  Why,  he*  is  so  much  aftaid 
of  the  people,  that  he  tells  me  he  never  does  anything,  without 
fancying  some  one  is  looking  over  his' shoulders." 

"Ay,  that  is  a  very  good  rule  for  a  man  who  wishes  to  be 
chosen  sheriff.  To  be  a  Sisftflp,  it  would  be  better  to  remember 
the  omniscient  eye,"  ^ 

"Ido  declare — -ohl  Gott  never  thinks  of  ihal,  more'e  the 
pity,"  applying  the  key  to  ^o  lock.  "  When  you  wish  lo  come 
out,  'Squire,  just  call  at  this  grate" — then  dropping  her  voice  to 
a  whisper — "  try  and  persuade  Mary  Monson  to  show  herself  at 
one  of  the  side  grates." 

But  Dunscomb  entered  the  gallery  with  no  such  intention.  As 
be  was  expected,  his  reception  was  natural  and  easy.  The  pri- 
soner was  carefully  though  simply  dressed,  and  she  appeared  all 
the  better,  most  probably,  for  some  of  the  practised  arts  of  her 
woman.  Marie  Moulin,  herself,  kept  modestly  within  the  cell, 
where,  indeed,  she  passed  most  of  her  time,  leaving  the  now 
^Tiite  handsomely  furnished  gallery  to  the  uses  of  her  mistresB. 

After  the  first  few  words  of  aalotation,  Dunscomb  took  the 
ehair  he  was  invited  to  occupy,  a  giw^  "ieal  at  a  loss  how  to 
■ddresB  a  woman  of  bis  companion's  mien  and  genend  air  as  Q 
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otdprit  about  to  be  tried  fov  her  life.  He  first  attempted  words 
of  course. 

"  I  see  you  have  had  a  proper  regard  to  your  coniforls  in  this 
miseraMe  place,"  he  remarked. 

"  Do  not  call  it  by  so  forbidding  a  name,  Mr.  Dunaeomb,"  waa 
the  answer,  given  with  a  sorrowful,  but  exceedingly  winning 
smile  —  "it  is  my  place  of  refugs." 

"  Do  you  still  persist  in  refusing  to  tell  me  against  tohat,  Miss 
Monson  ?" 

"  I  persist  in  nothing  that  ought  not  to  be  done,  I  hope.  At 
another  time  I  may  be  more  communicative.  But,  if  what  Mrs. 
Gott  tells  me  is  correct,  I  need  these  walls  to  prevent  my  being 
lorn  to  pieces  by  those  she  calls  the  people,  oul«de," 

Dunscomb  looked  with  amMcment  at  the  being  who  quietly 
made  this  remark  on  her  own  situation.  Of  beautiful  form,  with 
all  the  signs  of  a  gentle  ori^n  and  refined  education,  young, 
handsome,  delicate,  nay,  dainty  of  speech  and  acts,  there  she  sat, 
indicted  for  arson  and  murder,  and  about  to  be  tried  for  her  life, 
with  the  composure  of  a  lady  in  her  drawing-room  I  The  illumi- 
nated eapression  that,  at  times,  rendered  her  countenance  so  very 
remarkable,  bad  now  given  place  to  one  of  sobered  sadness; 
though  apprehension  did  not  appear  to  be  in  the  least  predo- 
minant. 

"  The  sheriff  has  instilled  into  his  wife  a  very  healthful  respect 
for  those  she  calls  the  people — healthful,  for  one  who  looks  to 
their  voices  for  his  support.     This  is  very  American." 

"I  suppose  it  to  be  much  the  same  everywhere,  I  have  been 
a,  good  deal  abroad,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  and  cannot  say  I  perceive 
any  great  difference  in  men." 

"  Nor  ia  there  any,  though  cjreumofanoes  cause  different  mode/ 
of  betraying  their  weaknesses,  aa  well  is  what  there  is  in  them 
that  is  good.  But  the  people  in  this  country,  Alias  Moown, 
poaaeaa  a  power  diatj.in  your  case,  is  ubt  to  be  demised.     As 
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Mrs.  Gtotii  would  intimate,  it  may  be  prudent  for  you  to  remem 
ber  that." 

"  Surely  yo»  would  not  have  me  make  an  exhibition  of  my- 
ielf,  Mr.  Dunscomh,  at  the  wiudow  of  a  gaol  I" 

"As  far  from  that  as  possiUe.  I  would  have  you  do  Dothing 
that  is  iinbecomiDg  one  of  your  habita  and  opiniona  —  nothing, 
in  short,  that  would  be  improper,  as  a  means  of  defence,  by  one 
accused  and  tried  by  the  State.  NeTertheless,  it  is  always  wiser 
to  make  friends  than  to  make  enemies." 

Mary  Monson  lowered  her  eyes  to  the  carpet,  and  Dunscomb 
perceived  that  her  thoughts  wandered.  They  were  not  on  ber 
critical  situation.  It  was  indispensably  necessary,  however,  that 
he  should  be  explicit,  and  he  did  not  shrink  from  his  duty. 
Qently,  but  distinctly,  and  with  a  clearness  that  a  far  less  gift«d 
mind  than  that  of  the  accused  could  comprehend,  be  now  opened 
the  subject  of  the  approaching  trial.  A  few  words  were  first 
ventured  on  its  grave  character,  and  on  the  vast  importance  it 
was  ID  all  respects  to  his  clieut;  to  which  the  latter'  Hslened  at- 
tentively, but  without  the  slightest  visible  alarm.  Nest,  he 
alluded  to  the  stories  that  ware  in  circulation,  the  impression 
they  were  producing,  and  the  danger  there  was  that  her  rights 
might  be  affected  by  these  sinister  opinions. 

"  But  I  am  to  be  tried  by  a  judge  and  a  jury,  they  tell  me," 
fiaid  Mary  Monson,  when  Punscomb  ceased  speaking — '"they 
will  come  from  a  distance,  and  will  not  be  prejudiced  ag^nst  me 
by  all  this  idle  gossip." 

"  Judges  and  jurors  are  only  men,  and  nothing  goes  farther 
with  less  effort  than  your  'idle  gossip.'  Nothing  is  repeated  ao- 
curately,  or  it  is  very  rare  to  find  it  so ;  and  those  who  only  h«lf 
comprehend  a  subject  are  certain  to  relate  with  exaggerations  and 
felse  oolooringi." 

"  How,  then,  can  the  eleoton  discover  the  real  obaraoters  of 
duwe  tor  whom  they  are  required  to  Totef"  demanded  Mht; 
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Monson,  smiling;  "  or  get  just  ideas  of  the  measurefi  they  are 
to  Bupport  or  to  oppose?" 

"  Half  the  time  they  do  neither.  It  exceeds  all  our  present 
mean.i,  at  least,  to  diffuse  sufBoient  information  for  that.  The 
Bonsoquence  is,  that  appearances  and  mserUons  are  made  to  take 
the  place  of  facta.  The  mental  food  of  the  bulk  of  thia  nation 
is  an  opinion  simulated  by  the  artful  to  answer  their  own  pur- 
poses. But  tie  power  of  the  masses  is  getting  to  be  very  formi- 
dable—  more  formidable  in  a  way  never  contemplated  by  those 
who  formed  the  institutions,  than  in  any  way  that  was  foreseen. 
Among  other  things,  they  begin  to  hold  the  administration  of 
justice  in  the  hollow  of  their  "hands." 

"  I  am  not  to  be  tried  by  the  masses,  I  triMt.  If  so,  my  fete 
would  be  very  hard,  I  fear,  judging  from  what  I  hear  in  my  little 
excursions  in  the  neighbourhood." 

"  Excursions,  Miss  Monson !"  repeated  the  astonished  Dunscomb. 

"  Excuraons,  Mr;  I  make  one  for  the  benefit  of  air  and  exer- 
rise,  etery  favourable  night,  at  this  fine  seaaon  of  the  year. 
Surely  you  would  not  have  me  cooped  up  here  in  a  gaol,  without 
the  relief  of  a  little  freah  air?" 

"  With  the  knowledge  sad  concurrence  of  the  shenff,  or  Chat 
of  his  wife?"  '' 

"  Perhaps  not  striody  with  those  of  either;  though  I  suspect 
good  Mrs.  Gott  has  an  inkling  of  my  movements.  It  would  bo 
too  hard  to  deny  myself  air  and  exercise,  both  of  which  are  very 
necessary  to  my  health,  because  I  am  charged  with  these  horrid 
crimes." 

PuDscomb  passed  a  hand  over  bis  brow,  as  if  he  desired  to 
clear  his  mental  -visien  by  friction  of  the  physical,  and,  for  a  mo- 
ment, gat  absolutely  lost  in  wonder.  So  scarce  knew  whether  he 
wm  or  was  not  dreaming. 

"  And  yon  ■  bave  aotually  been  tratode  of  thwo  walls,  Mi« 
JCdhaonJ^'^e  ezdatnwd,  at  kngA.    - 
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"  Twenty  times,  at  least.  Why  should  I  stay  within  them, 
whtni  the  means  of  quitting  them  ai:^  always  in  my  power?" 

As  iMary  Monson  said  this,  she  showed  iier  counsel  a  set  of 
keys  that  eorrespouded  closely  with  those  which  good  Mrs.  Gtrtt 
was  in  the  habit  of  using  whenever  she  came  to  open  the  door 
of  that  particular  gallery.  A  quiet  smile  betrayed  how  little 
&e  prisoner  fancied  there  was  anything  remarkable  in  all  this. 

"  Are  you  aware.  Miss  Monson,  it  is  felony  to  as.sist  a  prisoner 
to  escape?" 

"  So  they  tell  me,  Mr.  Dunscomb ;  hut  as  I  have  not  escaped, 
or  made  any  attempt  to  escape,  and  have  relumed  regularly  and 
in  good  season  to  my  gaol,  no  one  can  be  harmed  for  what  I  have 
done.     Such,  at  least,  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Timms." 

Dunscomb  did  not  like  the  expression  of  face  that  accompanied 
tliis  speech.  It  might  be  too  niiicli  to  say  it  was  absolutely  cun- 
ning; but  there  was  so  much  of  the  mawswvring  of  one  aceus- 
tomed  to  manage  in  it,  that  it  awakened  the  unpleasant  distrust 
that  existed  in  the  earlier  days  of  his  intercourse  with  this  siugular 
young  woman,  and  which  had  now  been  dormant  for  several  weeks. 
There  was,  however,  so  much  of  the  cold  polish  of  the  upper 
classes  in  his  client's  manner,  that  the  offending  expression  was 
thrown  off  from  the  surface  of  her  looks,  as  light  is  reflected' 
from  the  ground  and  silvered  mirror.  At  the  very  instant  which 
succeeded  this  seeming  gleam  of  cunning,  all  was  calm,  quiet, 
refined,  gentle,  and  without  apparent  emotion  in  the  countenance 
of  the  accused. 

"Timms!"  repeated  Dunscomb,  slowly.  "  So  Ae  has  known 
of  this,  and  I  dare  say  has  bad  an  agency  in  bringing  it  about?" 

"  As  you  say  it  is  felony  to  aid  a  prisoner  to  escape,  I  can  say 
neither  yes  nor  no  to  this,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  lest  I  betray  an  ac- 
Bompliee.  T  should  rather  think,  however,  that-  Mr.  Timms  is 
bot  a  person  to  be  easily  caught  in  the  meshes  of  the  law." 

Again  the  oounsellor  dielSted  the  expresuon;  though  Muy 
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MoDaon  looked  uanaually  pretty  at  that  particular  moniGiit.  Ho 
did  not  pause  to  analyze  hig  feelings,  notwitL standing,  but  rather 
Bought  to  relieve  his  own  curiosity,  which  had  been  a  good  deal 
aroused  by  the  information  just  received. 

"As  you  have  not  hesitated  to  teU  me  of  what  you  call  your 
'  escursions,'  Miss  Mouson,"  he  continued,  "  perhaps  you  will  b3 
fer  extend  your  confidence  as  to  let  me  know  where  yon  go  ?'* 

"  I  can  have  no  objection  to  that.  Mr.  Timms  tells  me  the 
law  cannot  compel  a  counsel  to  betray  his  client's  secrets;  and 
of  course  I  am  safe  with  you.  Stop  —  I  have  a  duty  to  perform 
that  has  been  too  long  delayed.  Geiitleinen  of  your  profession 
are  entitled  to  their  fees ;  and,  as  yet,  I  have  been  very  remiss  in 
this  respect.  Will  you  do  me  the  favour,  Mr.  I 
oept  that,  which  you  will  see  has  been  some  time  ii 
be  offered." 

Dunscomb  was  too  much  of  a  professional  maa  to  feel  any 
embarrassment  at  this  act  of  justice;  but  he  took  the  letter, 
broke  the  seal,  even  before  his  client's  eyes,  and  held  up  for 
examination  a  note  for  a  thousand  dollars.  Prepared  as  he  was 
byTimms's  account  for  a  liberal  reward,  this  large  sum  took  him 
a  good  deal  by  surprise. 

"This  is  an  unusual  fee.  Miss  Monson  I"  he  exclaimed;  "one 
much  more  considerable  than  I  should  expect  from  you,  were  I 
working  for  remuneration,  as  in  your  case  I  certainly  am  not." 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  law  look  for  their  reward,  I  believe,  aa 
much  as  others.  We  do  not  live  in  the  times  of  chivalry,  when 
gallant  men  assisted  distressed  damsels  as  a  matter  of  honour; 
but  in  what  has  well  been  termed  a  '  bank-note  world.'  " 

"  I>ave  no  wish  to  set  myself  np  above  the  fair  practices  of 
jiy  profession,  and  am  as  ready  to  accept  a  fee  as  any  man  in 
Naasau-Street  Nevertheless,  I  took  your  ease  iu  hand  with  a 
veij  different  motive.  It  would  pain  me  to  be.obliged  to  work 
[or  a  feo.  on  the  present  unhappy  occaraou " 
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Mary  Monson  looked  grateful,  and  for  a  minute  she  seemed  to 
be  refleclJng  on  some  scheme  by  which  she  could  devise  a  substj- 
tute  for  the  old-fashioned  mode  of  proceeding  in  a  case  of  this 

"  You  have  a  niece,  Mr.  Dunscorab/'  she  at  length  exclaimed — 
"as  Marie  Moulin  informs  me?  A  charming  girl,  and  who  is 
about  to  be  married?" 

The  lawyer  assented  by  an  inclinatioo  of  the  head,  fastening 
his  penetrating  black  eyes  on  the  full,  espressive,  greyish-blue 
ones  of  bis  companion. 

"You  intend  to  return  to  town  this  evening?"  said  Mary 
Monson,  in  continuation. 

"  Such  ia  my  intention.  I  came  here  to-day  to  confer  with 
you  and  Mr.  Tiinins,  on  the  subject  of  the  trial,  to  see  how 
matters  stand  on  the  spot,  by  personal  observation,  and  to  intro- 
duce to  you  one  who  feels  the  deepest  interest  in  your  welfare, 
and  desires  most  earnestly  to  seek  your  acquaintance." 

The  prisoner  was  now  silent,  interrogating  with  her  singularly 
expressive  eyes. 

"  It  is  Anna  Updyke,  the  step-daughter  of  mj  nearest  friend, 
Dr.  McBrain;  and  a  very  sincere,  warm-hearted,  and  excellent 
prl." 

"I  have  beard  of  her,  toe,"  returned  Mary  Monson,  with  a 
smile  so  strange,  that  her  counsel  wished  she  had  not  given  this 
tlemon  strati  on  of  a  feeling  that  seemed  out  of  place,  under  all 
the  circumstances.  "  They  tell  me  she  is  a  most  charming  girl, 
and  that  she  is  a  very  great  favourite  with  your  nephew,  the 
young  gentleman  whom  I  have  styled  my  legal  vidette." 

"  Vidette  !  That  is  a  singular  term  to  be  used  by  yow  .'" 

"  Oh  !  you  will  remember  that  I  have  been  much  in  countries 
where  such  persona  abound.  I  must  have  caught  th^  word  from 
some  of  the  young  soldiers  of  Europe.  But,  Mr.  John  Wilmewi 
is  an  admirer  of  the  young  lady  you  have  named?" 
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"  I  hope  he  is.  I  know  of  no  one  with  whom  I  thiDk  he 
would  be  more  likely  to  be  happy." 

Dunscomb  spoke  earnestly,  and  at  such  ^mcs  his  manner  was 
Bngularly  sincere  and  impressire.  It  was  this  appearance  of 
feeling  and  nature  that  gave  him  tlie  power  he  possessed  over 
juries ;  and  it  may  be  said  to  have  made  no  small  part  of  his 
fortune.  Mary  Monson  seemed  to  be  surprised;  and  she  fastened 
Ler  remarkable  eyes  on  the  uncle,  in  a  way  that  might  have  ■ 
admitted  of  different  interpretations.  Her  lips  moved  as  if  she 
spoke  to  herself;  and  the  smile  that  succeeded  was  both  mild 
and  sad. 

"  To  be  sore,"  added  the  prisoner,  slowly,  "my  inforraation 
is  not  on  the  very  best  authority,  coming,  as  it  does,  from  a  ser- 
vant—  but  Marie  Moulin  is  both  discreet  and  observant." 

"  She  is  tolerably  well  ([ualified  to  speak  of  Anna  tTpdyke, 
having  seen  her  almost  daily  for  tie  laat  two  years,  But,  we  are 
all  surprised  that  you  should  know  anything  of  this  young  wo- 

"  I  know  her  precisely  as  she  ia  known  to  your  niece  and  Misa 
Xlpdyke  —  in  other  words,  as  a  maid  who  ia  much  esteemed  by 
those  she  serves  —  but,"  apparently  wishing  to  change  the  dis- 
course —  "  we  are  forgetting  the  purpose  of  your  visit,  all  this 
time,  Mr.  Dunscomb.  Do  me  the"  favour  to  write  your  address 
in  town,  and  that  of  Dr.  McBrain  on  this  card,  and  we  will  pro- 
ceed to  business." 

Dunscomb  did  as  desired,  when  he  opened  on  the  details  that 
were  the  object  of  his  little  journey.  As  had  been  the  case  iu 
all  his  previous  interviews  with  her,  Mary  Monsoa  surprised  him 
with  tho  coolness  with  which  she  spoke  of  an  issue  that  involved 
her  own  fete,  fca-  life  or  for  death.  While  she  carefully  abat^ned 
from  making  any  alluaion  to  ciroumsfances  that  might  betray 
her  previous  history,  she  shrunk  from  no  inquiry  that  bore  on 
'Jie  note  of  which  slie  had  been  accused.     Eveiy  question  put  bv 
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Duitscomb  that  related  to  the  murders  a.nd  the  arson,  was  an.' 
Bwered  frankly  and  freely,  there  being  no  wish  apparent  to  eon- 
xaX  the  minutest  eircumstanee.  She  made  several  exccedinglj 
shrewd  and  useful  suggestions  ou  the  subject  of  the  approaching 
trial,  pointing  out  defects  in  the  testimony  against  her,  and  rea- 
goning  with  singular  acutencss  on  particular  facts  that  wci« 
known  to  be  much  relied  on  by  the  prosecution.  We  shall  not 
reveal  these  debuls  any  further  in  this  stage  of  our  narrative, 
for  they  will  necessarily  appear  at  length  in  our  subsequent 
pages ;  but  shall  confine  ourselves  to  a  few  of  those  remarks  that 
may  be  better  given  at  present. 

"I  do  not  know,  Mr.  Dunseomb,"  Mary  Monson  suddenly 
s^d,  while  the  subject  of  her  trial  was  yet  under  discussion, 
"  that  I  have  ever  mentioned  to  you  the  fact  that  Mr.  and  5Irs. 
Goodwin  were  not  happy  together.  One  would  think,  from  what 
was  said  at  the  time  of  the  inquest,  that  they  were  a  very  affec- 
tionate and  contented  couple;  but  my  own  obsen-ation,  during 
the  short  time  I  was  under  their  roof,  taught  me  bctlcr.  The 
husband  drank,  and  the  wife  was  avaricious  and  very  quarrelsome. 
I  am  afraid,  sir,  there  are  few  really  happy  couples  (o  be  foimd 
on  earth !" 

"  If  you  knew  McBrain  better,  you  would  not  say  that,  my 
dear  Miss  Monson,"  answered  the  counsellor  with  a  sort  of  glee — 
"  there 's  a  husband  for  you ! — a  fellow  who  is  not  only  happy 
with  one  wife,  but  who  is  happy  with  three,  as  he  will  tell  yon 
himself." 

"  Wot  all  at  the  same  time,  I  hope,  sir  ?" 

Dunsoomb  did  justice  to  his  friend's  character,  by  relating  how 
the  matter  really  stood;  after  which  he  asked  permission  to  m- 
troduoe  Anna  Updyke.  Mary  Monson  seemed  starfled  at  this 
request,  and  asked  several  questions,  which  induced  her  counsel 
b>  Bunniee  that  she  was  fearful  of  being  reoogoised.  Nor  waa 
Dunac<aab  pleased  with  all  the  expedients  adopted  by  his  cltentj 
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bi  order  to  extract  information  from  him.  He  thought  thoj 
slightly  indicated  cunning,  &  quality  that  he  might  be  said  tc 
ftbhor.  Aceuatomed  aa  ho  was  to  all  the  efforts  of  ingenuity  in 
illustrating  a  principle  or  maintaining  a  proposition,  he  had 
always  avoided  everything  like  sophistry  and  fiilsehood.  ThiB 
weakness  on  the  part  of  Mary  Slouson,  however,  was  soon  for- 
gotten in  the  graceful  manner  in  which  she  acquiesced  in  the 
wish  of  the  stranger  to  be  admitted.  The  permission  was  finally 
accorded,  as  if  an  honour  were  received,  with  the  tact  of  a  female 
■end  the  easy  dignity  of  a  gentlewoman. 

Anna  Updyie  possessed  a  certain  ardour  of  character  that  had, 
more  Uian  once,  given  her  prudent  and  sagacious  mother  uneasi- 
ness, d  which  sometimes  led  her  into  the  commission  ofcacts, 
always  innocent  iu  themselves,  and  perfectly  under  the  restraint 
of  principles,  which  the  world  would  have  been  apt  to  regard  aa 
imprudent.  Such,  however,  was  far  from  being  "her  reputation, 
ber  modesty  and  the  diffidence  with  which  she  regarded  herself, 
being  amply  suffieieut  to  protect  her  from  tlie  common  observa- 
tion, even  while  most  beset  by  the  weakness  named.  Her  love 
for  John  Wilmeter  was  so  dianterestcd,  or  to  herself  so  seemed 
to  be,  that  she  fancied  she  could  even  assist  in  bringing  about 
liis  union  with  another  woman,  were  that  necessary  to  his  happi- 
ness. She  believed  that  this  mysterious  stranger  was,  to  say  the 
loaat,  an  object  of  intense  interest  with  John,  which  soon  made 
ber  an  .object  of  intense  interest  with  herself;  and  each  hour 
increased  her  desire  to  become  acquainted  with  cue  so  situated, 
fiiendless,  accused,  and  seemingly  suspended  by  a  thread  over 
an  abyss,  as  she  was.  When  she  first  made  her  proposal  to 
J>un8comb  to  be  permitted  to  visit  his  client,  the  wary  and  ex- 
perienced counsellor  strongly  objected  to  the  step.  It  was  im- 
prudent, could  Iliad  to  CO  good,  and  might  leave  an  impression 
imfavourable  to  Anna's  own  eharaeter.  But  this  advice  was 
onheeded  by  a  girl  of  Anna  Updyke's  generous  temperament 
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Quiet  and  gentle  as  she  ordinarily  appeared  to  be,  there  was 
deep  under-current  of  feeling  and  enthusiasm  in  her  moral  oon- 
rtitution,  that  bore  her  onward  in  any  course  which  she  considered 
to  be  right,  with  a  total  abnegation  of  self.  This  was  a  quality 
to  lead  to  good  or  evil,  as  it  might  receive  a  direction ;  and 
happily  nothing  had  yet  occurred  in  her  brief  esisteace  to  carry 
her  away  towards  the  latter  goal. 

Surprised  at  the  etendiness  and  warmth  with  which  his  young 
friend  persevered  in  her  request,  Dunacorab,  after  obtiunlng  the 
permission  of  her  mother,  and  promising  (o  take  good  core  of 
his  charge,  was  permitted  tfl  convey  Anna  to  Bi|>erry,  in  the 
manner  related. 

Now,  that  her  wish  was  about  to  be  gratified,  Anna  Updyke, 
like  thousands  of  others  who  have  been'  more  impelled  by  im- 
pulnes  than  governed  by  reason,  shrank  from  the  execution  of 
her  own  purposes.  But  the  generous  ardour  revived  in  her  in 
time  to  save  appearances;  and  she  was  admitted  by  wcll-meaaing 
Mrs.  Gott  (o  the  gallery  of  the  prison,  leaning  on  Dunacomb'a 
arm,  much  as  she  might  have  entored  a  drawing-room,  in  a  regu- 
lar morning  call. 

The  meeting  between  these  two  charming  young  women  was 
frank  and  cordial,  though  slightly  qualified  by  the  forma  of  the 
world.  A  watchful  and  critical  observer  might  have  detected 
less  of  nature  in  Mary  Monson's  manner  than  in  that  of  her 
guest,  even  while  the  welcome  she  gave  her  visitor  was  not  with- 
out cordiality  and  feeling.  It  ia  true  that  her  courtesy  was  more 
elaborate  and  European,  if  one  may  use  the  expression,  than  it 
is  usual  to  see  in  an  American  female,  and  her  air  was  less  ardent 
than  that  of  Anna;  but  the  last  was  highly  struck  with  her 
eountenance  and  general  appearance,  and,  on  the  whole,  not 
liasatisfied  with  her  own  receptios. 

The  power  of  sympathy  and  the  force  of  affinities  soon  made 
tbeniDelveB  felt,  as  between  these  two  youthful  females.     Anna 
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regarded  Mary  ss  a  stranger  most  gnev  usly  wronged  and  fnr 
getting  all  that  there  was  winch  was  riuctti  Djble  or  mysterious 
in  her  situation,  or  rememl  enng  it  only  to  feel  the  influence  of 
its  interest,  while  she  suhmitl«d  to  a  species  of  eommunity  of 
feeling  with  John  WiJmeter,  aa  she  fannieJ  "aid  soon  f  t  to  he 
as  much  entranced  with  the  ''tr  nger  ai  seemed  to  be  the  fate  of 
all  who  approached  the  circle  ot  her  sc  jua  ntince  Un  the  other 
hand,  Mary  Monson  felt  d,  cinsoUtion  ind  grat  fiOiitinn  in  thii 
yisit  to  which  she  had  hng  bf,en  a  stranger  Orood  Mrs.  Gott 
was  kind-hearted  and  a  woman,  but  she  had  no  clum  to  the  re- 
finement and  peculiar  sensibilities  of  a  lady  ,  while  Jlanc  Moulin, 
discreet,  respectful,  even  wise  as  she  wis  in  her  own  wiy,  was, 
after  all,  nothing  but  an  upper  servant  The  ehaiin  between  the 
cultivated  and  the  uncultivated,  the  polished  and  tbe  unpolished, 
is  wide;  and  the  accused  fully  appreciated  the  changt,  when  one 
of  her  own  class  ia  life,  habits,  i^ociilmns,  and,  if  the  reuler 
will,  prejudices,  so  unexpectedly  appeared  to  ?ympathi?c  with, 
and  to  console  her.  Under  SQch  circumstances,  three  or  four 
houra  made  the  two  feat  and  deeply  interested  fnends,  on  their 
own  accounts,  lo  say  nothing  of  the  effect  produced  by  the  gener- 
ous advances  of  one,  and  tbe  perilous  condition  of  the  other. 

Dunscorab  returned  to  town  that  iveniug,  leaving  Anna 
Updyke  behind  him,  ostensibly  under  the  care  of  Mrs,  Qott. 
Democracy  has  been  carried  ao  far  on  the  high  road  of  ultraism 
in  New  York,  as  in  very  many  interests  to  become  the  victim  of 
its  own  expedients.  Perhaps  the  people  are  never  so  far  from 
exercising  a  'healthful,  or  indeed,  any  authority  at  all,  as  when 
made  to  seem,  by  the"  expedients  of  demagogues,  to  possess  an 
absolute  control.  It  ia  necessary  merely  to  bestow  a  power  which 
it  is  impossible  for  the  masses  to  wield  with  intelligence,  in  order 
to  effect  this  little  piece  of  legerdemain  in  politics,  the  quasi 
people  in  all  such  eases  blooming  tbe  pas^ve  instruments  in  tbo 
hands  of  their  leaders,  who  strengthen  their  own  authority 'by 
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this  seeming  support  of  the  majority.  In  all  cases,  bowcver,  in 
which  the  agency  of  numbers  can  be  felt,  its  force  is  made  to 
prevail,  the  tendency  necessarily  being  to  bring  down  all  lepre- 
Bentalion  to  the  level  of  the  majority.  The  effect  of  the  change 
has  been  pretty  equally  divided  between  good  and  evil.  In  many 
oases  beneSta  have  accrued  to  the  community  by  the  exercise  of 
thi?  direct  popular  control,  while  in  probably  quit*  as  many  the 
result  has  been  exactly  the  reverse  of  that  which  was  anticipated. 
In  no  one  instance,  wo  believe  it  will  be  generally  admitted,  has 
the  departure  from  the  old  practice  been  less  advantageous  than 
in  rendering  the  office  of  sheriff  elective.  Instead  of  being  a 
leading  and  independent  man,  who  has  a  pride  in  his  position, 
and  regards  the  character  of  his  county  as  he  does  his  own,  this 
functionary  has  got  to  be,  nine  times  in  ten,  a  mere  political 
mamfiuvrer,  who  seeks  the  place  as  a  reward  for  party  labours, 
and  fills  it  very  much  for  his  personal  benefit,  conferring  no 
dignity  on  it  by  his  own  position  and  character,  lessening  its 
authority  by  his  want  of  the  qualities  calculated  to  increase  it, 
and,  in  a  good  many  instances,  making  it  quite  aa  difficult  to  wrest 
money  from  hia  hands,  as  from  those  of  the  original  debtor. 

It  is  a  consequence  of  this  state  of  things  that  the  sheriff  has 
quite  lost  all,  or  nearly  all  of  the  personal  consideration  that  was 
once  connected  with  his  office;  and  haa  sunk,  in  most  of  the 
strictly  rural  counties,  into  a  gaoler,  and  the  head  of  the  active 
bailiffs.  His  object  is  altogether  money;  and  the  profit  connected 
with  the  keeping  of  the  prisoners,  now  reduced  almost  entirely 
to  felons,  the  accused,  and  persons  committed  for  ntsdemcanois, 
is  one  of  the  inducements  for  aspiring  to  an  office  once  so  hon- 
ourable. 

In  this  state  of  things,  it  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  Duns- 
oomb  was  enabled  to  make  such  an  arrangement  with  Mrs.  Got* 
M  vould  place  Anna  Updyke  in  a  private  room  in  the  house 
Mtaobed  to  the  gaol,  and  which  formed  the  sheriff's  dwelling 
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The  ooQnBellor  preferred  leaving  her  with  Mrs.  Horton ;  but  tc. 
tiiiB  Anna  herself  objected,  both  because  she  hod  taken  a  strong 
dislike  to  the  gairulous  but  shrewd  landlady,  and  because  it 
would  have  separated  her  t«o  much  from  the  person  ahe  had 
come  especially  to  console  and  sympathize  with. 

The  arrangement  made,  Dunscomb,  as  has  already  been  men- 
lioiied,  took  his  departure  for  town,  with  the  understanding  that 
hi  was  to  return  the  succeeding  week;  the  Circuit  and  Oyer  and 
Termiuer  sitting  on  Monday;  a,nd  the  District  Attorney,  Mr. 
Garth,  having  given  notice  to  her  counsel  that  the  indictment 
against  Mary  Monson  would  be  certainly  traversed  the  aeoood 
day  of  the  sitting,  which  would  be  on  Taesday. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

■'  Let  her  locks  be  the  reddest  that  ever  were  seen, 
And  her  eyes  may  be  e'en  any  colour  but  grean  : 
Be  they  light,  gray,  or  blaek,  their  lustre  and  hue, 
I  Bwear  I  'ye  no  choice,  only  let  her  haie  two." 

The  Datrata. 

Two  days  after  this,  Dunscomb  was  in  his  library,  late  at  night, 
holding  a  brief  discourse  with  McBrain's  coachman,  who  haa 
been  alreadj  introduced  to  the  reader.  Some  orders  had  been 
^ven  to  the  last,  in  relation  to  another  trip  to  Biberry,  whither 
the  master  and  our  lawyer  were  to  proceed  next  day.  The  man 
waa  an  old  and  indulged  servant,  and  often  look  great  liberties 
in  these  conferences.  In  this  respect  the  Americans  of  his  class 
differ  very  little  from  the  rest  of  their  fellow-creatures,  notwiti- 
Btanding  all  that  has  been  said  and  written  to  the  contrary.  They 
obey  the  impulses  of  their  characters  much  as  the  rest  of  man- 
kind, though  not  absolutely  without  some  difference  in  manner. 

"  I  s'poses,  'Squire  Dunscomb,  that  this  is  like  to  be  the  last 
journey  that  I  and  the  doctor  will  have  to  take  soon  ag'in,  in 
that  quarter,"  coolly  observed  Stephen,  when  bis  master's  &iend 
had  told  him  the  hour  to  be  at  the  door,  with  the  other  prepara 
tions  that  would  be  necessary;  "  unless  wo  should  happen  to  be 
called  in  at  the  post  mortal." 

"  Post  mortem,  you  must  mean,  Hoof,"  a  slight  smile  flashing 
on  the  lawyer's  countenance,  and  as  qniokly  disappearing.  "  So 
yon  onnsder  it  a  settled  thing  that  my  client  ia  to  be  foond 
guatyf" 
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"That's  what  they  say,  air;  and  things  turn  out,  in  thia 
country,  pretty  much  aa  they  say  aforehand.  For  my  part,  sir, 
I  neyer  quite  liked  the  criminal's  looks." 

"  Her  looks  !  I  do  not  know  where  you  would  go  to  find  a 
more  lovely  young  woman,  Stephen!" 

This  was  said  with  a  viyacityVid  suddenness  that  startled  the 
o-jacbman  a  little.  Even  Dunscomh  seemed  surprised  at  his  own 
uiimatiou,  and  bad  the  grace  to  change  colour.  The  fa<?t  wa&, 
tiat  he  too  was  feeling  the  influence  of  woman,  youthful,  lovely, 
spirited,  refined,  and  surrounded  with  difficulties.  This  was  the 
third  of  Mary  Monson's  conquests  since  her  arrest,  if  John  Wil- 
meter'a  wavering  admiration  could  be  placed  in  this  categoij ; 
vii.,  Timms,  the  nephew,  and  the  counsellor  himself  Neither 
was  absolutely  in  love;  but  each  and  all  submitted  to  an  interest 
of  an  unusual  degree  in  the  person,  character  and  fortunes  of  thia 
unknown  female,  Timms,  alone,  had  got  so  far  as  to  eoutemplal« 
a  marriage;  the  idea  having  crossed  his  mind  that  it  might  be 
almost  as  useful  as  popularity,  to  become  the  husband  of  one 
posBessed  of  so  much  money. 

"  I  '11  not  deny  her  good  looks,  'Squire,"  returned  Stephen 
Hoof — or  Stephen  Huff,  as  he  called  himself — "but  it's  hei 
bad  looks  that  isn't  so  qiuch  to  my  fancy.  Vhy,  sir,  once  the 
doctor  had  a  horse  th'at  was  agreeable  enough  to  the  eye,  having 
ft  good  colour  and  most  of  the  p'ints,  but  who  wasn't  no  traveller, 
Bot  a  bit  on't.  One  that  know'd  the  animal  could  see  where  the 
&nlt  lay,  the  fetlock  j'int  being  oncommon  lon^sh;  and  that's 
what  I  call  good  looks  and  ba^  looks." 

"  You  mean,  Stephen,"  said  Dunscomh,  who  had  regained  all 
his  sangfroid,  "that  Mary  Monson  has  a  bad-looking  ankle,  I 
suppose, -wherein  I  think  you  miserably  mistaken.  No  matterj 
she  will  not  have  to  travel  under  your  lash  very  (ar.  Bui,  how 
i>  it  widi  iJie  reporters? — -Do  you  see  any  more  c€  your  fntSoA 
that  asks  Bo  many  questions?" 
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"  Tliey  be  an  axing  set,  'Squire,  if  anybody  can. be  so  called," 
relumed  Stephen,  grinning.  "  Would  you  iJiink  it,  bitI —  one 
day  when  I  waa  a  comin'  in  from  Timbully  empty,  tme  on  'em 
axed  me  for  a  ride  1  a'chap  as  hadn't  his  foot  in  a  reg'lar  prirate 
coach  since  he  was  born,  a  wantiu'  to  drive  about  in  it  webicle  as 
well  known  as  Doctor  McBrMn'a  beat  carriage  1  Them's  the 
Bort  of  chaps  that  spreads  all  the  reports  that 's  going  up  and 
down  the  land>  they  tell  me." 

"  They  do  their  share  of  it,  Stephen ;  though  there  are  enough 
to  help  them  who  do  not  openly  belong  to  their  corps.  Well; 
what  does  your  acquaintance  want  to  know  now?" 

"  Oncommon  curious,  'Squire,  about  the  bonus.  He  axed  me 
more  than  forty  questions ;  what  we  thought  of  them ;  and  about 
iJieir  being  male  or  female  bones;  and  how  we  know'd;  and  a 
great  many  more  sich  matters.  I  answered  him  acoordin'  to  my 
abilities ;  and  so  he  made  an  article  on  the  subject,  and  has  sent 
me  the  papers."- 

"  An  article  I  Oonceming  Mary  Monaon,  and  on  your  infiir- 
mation?" 

"  Sartain,  sir ;  and  the  bones.  Yhy  they  cut  articles  out  of 
much  narrower  cloth,  I  can  t«ll  you,  'Squire.  There 's  the  cookc,. 
and  chambermaids,  imd  vaitet^  about  town,  none  of  .vich.  oaa  hold 
up  their  heads  with  a  reg'tar,  long-established  phy^cian's  coach* 
man,  who  goes  far  ahead  of  even  mi  omnibus  driver  in  pnblio 
estimation,  as  you  must  know,  'Squire  —  but  such  sort  of  folks 
Airuish  mauy  an  article  for  the  papers  now-ardays^ — yee,.  and 
Hrtdoles  that  ladies  and  gentlemen  read." 

"  That  is  certainly  a  singular  souroe  of  useful  knowledge  — 
one  must  hope  they  are  well-grounded,  or  they  will  soon  cease 
to  be  lodiee  and  gentlemea  at  alL     Have  yoa  1^. paper  about 
yoB»  Stephen?" 
-   Hoof  handed  the  lawyar  a  ^onmal&ldeil.irithaparagnipIi.iB 

-.■■■■-  12        .     ^ 
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view  that  wag  so  much  (iumbed  and  dirtied,  it  was  not  yeiy  easj 
to  read  it 

"  We  understand  that  the  trial  of  Mary  Monson,  for  the  mur- 
der of  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin,"  said  the  'article/  "will 
oonie  off  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Duiies,  at  a  very  early  day. 
Strong  attempts  have  been  made  to  make  it  appear  th^t  the 
Bkeletona  fouiid  in  the  ruins  of  Goodwin's  dwelling,  which  our 
readers  will  remember  was  burned  at  the  time  of  the  murders, 
we  not  human  bones;  but,  we  have  been  at  great  pains  to  jnveb- 
tigate  this  very  material  point,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  giving 
it  as  our  profound  conviction  that  it  will  be  made  to  appear  that 
these  melancholy  memorials  are  all  that  remain  of  the  eseellent 
couple  who  were  so  suddenly  taken  out  of  existence.  We  do  not 
speak  lightly  on  this  subject,  having  gone  to  the  fountain-head 
for  our  facts,  as  well  as  for  our  science." 

"  Hoof  on  McBrain  !"  muttered  Dunscomb,  arching  his  brows 
— "  this  is  much  of  a  piece  with  quite  one-haif  of  the  knowledge 
that  is  poured  into  the  popular  mind,  now-a-days.  Thank  you, 
Stephen ;  I  will  keep  this  paper,  which  may  be  of  use  at  the 
trial." 

"  I  thought  our  opinions  was  vorth  something  more  than  no- 
thing, sir,"  answered  the  gratified  coachman  —  "a  body  doesn'l 
ride  at  all  hours,  day  and  night,  year  arter  year,  and  come  out 
where  be  started.  I  viahea  you  to  keep  that  'ere  paper,  'Squire, 
a  little  carefully,  for  it  may  be  wanted  in  the  college  where  thej 
leads  all  sorts  of  things,  one  of  these  days." 

"It  shall  be  cared  for,  my  friend — I  hear  soma  one  at  the 
Btreetnloor  bell. — It  is  late  for  a  call;  and  I  fear  Peter  has  gone 
to  bed.     See  who  is  there,  and  good  night." 

Steph^  witlidrew,  the  rin^g  being  repeated  a  little  impa- 
tiently, and  was  soon  at  the  streetdoor.  The  fellow  mdmitted 
the  viaiiers,  and  vent  rumiuatiug  homeward,  Dunsoomb  main, 
tuning  a  very  reapeobtble  lepatotion,  in  a  bachelor  point  of  viev- 
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for  morals.  Aa  for  the  lawyer  himaelf,  he  was  in  the  act  of 
reading  a  second  time  the  precious  opinion  espressed  in  the  jour- 
nals, when  the  door  of  his  library  opene<l,  a  little  hesitatingly  it 
must  be  confessed,  and  two  females  stood  on  its  threshold. 
Although  his  entirely  unexpected  visiters  were  so  much  muffled 
in  shawls  and  veils  it  was  not  possible  to  distinguish  even  the 
outlines  of  their  persons,  Dunscomb  fancied  each  was  youthful 
and  handsome,  the  instant  he  cast  his  eyes  on  them.  The  result 
showed  how  well  he  guessed. 

Throwing  aside  the  garments  that  concealed  their  forms  and 
feces,  Mary  Monson.  and  Anna  Updyke  advanced  into  the  room. 
The  first  was  perfectly  self-possessed  and  brilliantly  handsome ; 
while  her  companion,  flushed  with  excitement  and  exercise,  was 
not  much  behind  her  in  this  important  particular.  Duns- 
comb  started,  and  fancied  there  was  felony,  even  in  his  hospi- 
tality. 

"  You  know  how  difficult  it  is  for  me  to  travel  by  daylight," 
commenced  Mary  Monson,  iu  the  most  natural  manner  in  the 
world ;  "  that,  and  the  distance  we  had  to  drive,  must  explain 
the  unseasonablenesa  of  this  visit..  You  toJd  me  once,  yourself, 
that  you  are  both  a  late  and  an  early  man,  which  encouraged  me 
to  venture.  Mr-.  Timms  has  written  me  a  letter  which  I  have 
thought  it  might  be  well  to  show  you.  There  it  is;  and  wlieu 
you  have  cast  an  eye  over  it,  we  will  speak  of  its  contents." 

"  Why,  this  is  very  much  like  a  conditional  proposal  of  mar^ 
riage  1"  cried  Dunscomb,  dropping  the  hand  that  held  the  lett«r, 
as  soon  aa  he  had  read  the  first  paragraph.  "  Conditional,  so  far 
»B  the  result  of  your  trial  is  concerned!" 

"  I  forgot  the  opening  of  the  epistle,  ^ving  very  little  thought 
^  its  porport;  though  Mr.  Timms  has  not  written  me  a  line 
'atoly  that  has  not  touched  on  this  interesting  subject.  A  mar. 
.•iage  between  hira  and  me  is  bo_  entirely  oat  of  the  way  of  dl 
the  possilulitins,  that  I  look  upon  his  Advances  as  mere  embeUlBh' 
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ment.  I  have  answered  bim  directly  in  the  negative  onc«,  ancl 
that  ought  to  eatisfy  any  prudent  pereon.  They  tell  me  no  wo- 
man should  marry  a  man  she  has  once  refused ;  and  I  shall  plead 
*l]ia  as  a  reason  for  continued  ohduracy." 

This  was  said  pleasantly,  and  without  the  least  appearance  of 
resentment ;  ^ut  in  a  way  to  show  she  regarded  her  attorney's  pro- 
posal as  very  much  out  of  the  beaten  track.  As  for  Bunscomb, 
he  passed  his  hand  over  his  brows,  and  read  the  rest  of  a  pretty 
long  letter  with  grave  attention.  The  purely  business  part  of 
this  communication  was  much  to  the  point;  important,  clearly 
put,  and  every  way  creditable  to  the  writei:.  The  lawyer  read 
it  attentively  a  second  time,  ere  he  once  opened  his  mouth  in 
conimenfa. 

"And  why  is  this  shown  to  me?"  he  asked,  a  little  vexed,  as 
was  seen  in  his  manner.  "  I  have  told  you  it  is  felony  to  assist 
a  prisoner  in  an  attempt  to  escape." 

"  I  have  shown  it  to  you,  because  I  have  not  the  remotest  io- 
tention,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  to  attempt  anything  of  the  sort.  I  shall 
not  quit  my  asylum  so  easily," 

"  Then  why  are  you  here,  at  this  hour,  with  the  certainty  that 
most  of  the  night  must  be  passed  on  the  road,  if  you  mean  to 
return  to  your  prison  ere  the  sun  reappears  ?" 

"  For  air,  exercise,  and  to  show  you  this  letter.  I  am  often  in 
town,  but  am  compelled,  for  more  reasons  than  you  are  acquaint«d 
with,  to  travel  by  night." 

"  May  I  ask  where  you  obtain  a  vehicle  to  make  these  jour- 
nJes  in?" 

"  I  use  my  own  carriage,  and  trust  to  a  very  loag-tried  and 
most  ftdthful  domeatio.  I  think  Miss  Updyke  will  say  he  drove 
IIS  not  only  carefully,  but  with  great  speed.  On  that  score,  we 
have  no  grounds  of  complaint.  But  I  am  very  much  ftitigued. 
Mid  must  safe  permiuioD  to  Bleep  for  an  hour.  Yon  have  &  Anw 
ing-TOom,  I  take  it  for  granted,  H^  Dtmseombf''    ' 
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"  Mj  niece  fimcies  she  has  two.  Shall  I  pnt  lighls  in  one  of 
them?" 

"  By  no  means.  Anna  knows  the  house  as  well  as  she  does 
her  molher's,  atfd  will  do  the  honours.  On  no  account  let  Miss 
Wilmeter  be  disturbed.  I  am  a  little  afraid  of  meeting  her, 
pinee  we  have  practised  a  piece  of  treachery  tfluthlng  Marie 
Moulin.  But,  no  matter;  one  houiv  on  a  sofa,  in  a  dark  room, 
IB  all  I  ask.  That  will  bring  us  to  midnight,  when  the  carriage 
will  again  be  at  the  door.  You  wish  to  see  jour  mother,  my 
dear,  and  here  is  a  safe  and  very  suitable  attendant  to  accompany 
yon  to  her  house  and  back  again." 

All  this  was  said  pleasantly,  but  with  a  singular  air  of  autho- 
li^,  as  if  this  mysterious  being  were  accustomed  to  plan  out  and 
direct  the  movements  of  others.  She  had  her  way.  In  a  minute 
or  two  she  was  strelehed  on  a  sofa,  covered  with  a  shawl,  the  door 
was  elofftd  on  her,  and  Dunscomh  was  on  hia  way  to  Mrs. 
McBraiu's  residence,  which  was  at  some  distance  from  his  own, 
with  Anna  leaning  on  his  arm. 

"  Of  course,  my  dear,"  sud  the  lawyer,  as  he  and  bis  beautiful 
oompanion  left  his  own  door  at  that  late  hour  of  the  night,  "  we 
shall  see  no  more  of  Mary  Monsonf" 

"  Not  see  her  again  !  I  should  be  very,  very  sorry  to  think 
that,  sir!" 

"  She  is  no  simpleton,  and  means  to  l«ke  Timms's  adrioe. 
That  fellow  has  written  a  strong  letter,  in  no  expectation  of  its 
being  seen,  I  fancy,  in  which  he  points  ont  a  new  source  of  dan- 
ger; and  plainly  advises  his  client  to  abscond.  I  can  sea  the 
infatuation  of  love  in  this;  fur  the  letter,  if  produced,  would 
Isring  him  into  great  trouble," 

"  And  you  suppose,  sir,  that  Maiy  Monson  intends  to  follow 
this  advice?" 

"  Beyond  a  question.  She  is  not  only  a  very  clever,  but  she 
B  a  very  cunning  woman.     This  last  qnality  is  on«  that  I  admire 
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ill  her  the  leaat.  I  should  be  half  in  love  with  ht!T  myself"  — 
This  waa  esactlj  the  state  of  the  counsellor's  feelings  towards 
his  client,  in  spite  of  his  bravado  and  affected  discernment;  a 
woman's  charms  often  oversbadowing  a  philosophy  that  is  deeper 
even  than  his  —  "  but  for  this  very  trait,  which  I  find  little  to 
my  taste.  I  take  it  for  granted  you  are  sent  homo  to  be  put 
.under  your  mother's  care,  where  you  properly  belong;  and  I  am 
^t  out  of  the  way  to  save  me  from  the  pains  and  penalties  of  an 
indictment  for  felonj." 

■"  I  thini  you  do  not  imderst-and  Mary  Monson,  uncle  Tom" — 
BO  Anna  had  long  called  her  friend's  relative,  as  it  might  be  in 
anticipation  of  the  time  when  the  appellation  would  be  correct — 
'f  She  is  not  the  sort  of  person  to  do  as  you  suggest;  but  would 
rather  make  it  a  point  of  honour  to  remmn,  and  face  any  accusa- 
tion whatever." 

■"  She  must  have  nerves  of  steel  to  confront  justice  in  a  case 
like  her's,  and  in  the  present  state  of  public  feeling  in  Duke's. 
Justice  is  a  very  pretty  thing  to  talk  about,  my  dear;  but  we  old 
practitioners  know  that  it  is  little  more,  in  bnman  hands,  than 
:the  manipulations  of  human  passions.  Of  lale  years,  the  out- 
elders — outside  barbarians  they  might  very  properly  be  termed—* 
have  almost  as  much  to  do  with  the  result  of  any  wannIy-con> 
tested  suit,  as  the  law  and  evidence.  'Who  Ts  on  the  jury?'  u 
th6  first  question  a^ed  now-a-days;  not  what  are  the  facts.  I 
hsve  ti)ld  all  this,  very  plainly,  to  Mary  Monson " 

"  To  induce  ber  to  fly  ?"  aeked  Anna,  prettily,  and  a  little 
iniartly. 

"  Not  so  much  that,  as  to  induce  her  to  consent  to  an  applio^ 
Son  for  delay.  The  judges  of  this  country  are  so  much  over- 
irorked,  so  little  paid,  and  usually  are  so  necessitous,  that  almost 
any  application  for  delay  is  granted.  Business  at  ohamlwrs  is 
■adly  negiectod  ;for  that  is  done  in  aeomer;  and  does  not  addi«u 
itwlf  to  the  publio.eye,  m  «eek  publio  eulo^uou;  but  he  if 
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thougbt  the  elefereat  fellow  who  will  soonest  sweep  out  a  crowded 
calender.  Causea  are  tried  hj  tallow  candles  until  midnight, 
with  half  the'  jurors  asleep;  and  hard-working  men,  accustomed 
to  be  asleep  by  eight  each  night,  are  espeof«d  to  keep  their 
thoughts  and  minds  active  in  the  face  of  all  these  obstacles." 

"  Do  you  tell  me  this,  undo  Tom,  in  the  eipectation  that  I 
am  to  understand  it?" 

"  I  beg  your  pardon,  child ;  but  my  heart  is  full  of  the  failing 
justice  of  the  land.  We  shout  hosannas  in  praise  of  the  insti- 
tutions, while  we  shut  our  eyes  to  the  gravest  consequences  that 
are  iaM  undermining  us  in  the  jnost  important  of  all  our  interests. 
But  here  we  are  already ;  I  had  no  notion  we  had  walked  so  fast. 
Yes,  there  is  papa  McBrain's  one-horse  vehicle,  well  emptied  of 
its  contents,  I  hope,  by  a  hard  day's  work." 

"  A  doctor's  life  must  be  so  laborious !"  escl^med  the  pretty 
Anna.    "I  think  nothing  could  tempt  me  to  marry  a  physician." 

"  It  is  well  a  certain  lady  of  our  acquaintance  was  not  of  your 
way  of  thinking,"retumed  Dunscomb,  laughing;  for  his  good 
humour  always  returned  when  he  could  ^ve  his  friend  a  rub  OD 
his  matrimonial  propensities,  "else  would  McBrain  hare  been 
troubled  to  get  his  last  and  best.  Never  mind,  my  dear;  he  is 
a  good-natured  fellow,  and  will  make  a  very  kind  papa." 

Anna  made  no  reply,  but  rang  the  bell  a  little  pettishly;  for 
no  child  likes  to  have  a  mother  married  a  second  time,  there  be- 
ing much  greater  toleration  for  fathers,  and  asked  her  companion 
in.  As  the  wife  of  a  physician  in  full  practice,  the  bride  h&d 
already  changed  many  of  her  long-cherished  habits.  In  this  ro 
apect,  however,  she  did  no  more  than  follow  the  fortunes  of 
woman,  who  so  cheerfully  makes  any  sacrifice  in  behalf  of  him 
«he  loves.  If  men  were  only  oue-half  as  disinterested,  as  self- 
denying,  and  as  true  as  the  other  aei,  in  all  that  relates  to  the 
%{feetions,  what  a  blessed  state  would  that  of  matrimony  be! 
Sdll,  there  ue  erring,  aud  selfish,  and  domineering,  and  oapri> 
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eious,  T^n,  heartless  and  self-willed  females,  whom  nature  nevei 
intended  for  married  life ;  and  who  are  guilty  of  a  species  of 
profanation,  when  they  stand  up  and  vow  to  love,'  honour  and 
obey  their  husbands.  Many  of  these  disregard  their  solemn 
pledges,  made  at  the  altar,  and  under  the  immediate  invocation 
of  the  Deity,  as  they  would  disregard  a  promise  made  in  jest, 
and  think  no  more  of  the  duties  and  offices  that  are  so  peculiarly 
the  province  of  their  sex,  than  of  the  passing  and  idle  promises 
of  vanity.  But,  if  such  women  exist,  and  that  they  do  our  daily 
experience  proves,  they  are  as  exceptions  to  the  great  law  of 
female  faith,  which  is  tenderness  and  trulli.  They  are  not 
women  in  character,  whatever  they  may  be  in  appearance;"biAt 
creatures  in  the  guise  of  a  aex  that  they  discredit  and  caricature. 

Mrs.  MeBrain  was  not  a  person  of  the  disposition  just  de- 
scribed. She  was  gentle  and  good,  and  bid  f£ur  l«  make  the 
evening  of  her  second  husband's  days  very  happy.  Sooth  to 
say,  she  was  a  good  deal  in  love,  notwithstanding  her  time  of 
life,  and  the  still  more  mature  years  of  the  bridegroom ;  and  had 
been  so  much  occupied  with  the  duties  and  cares  that  belonged 
to  her  recent  change  of  condition,  as  to  be  a  little  forgetful  of 
her  daughter.  At  no  other  period  of  their  joint  lives  would  she 
have  permitted  this  beloved  child  to  be  absent  from  her,  under 
Buch  circumstances,  without  greater  care  for  her  safety  and  com- 
forts ;  but  there  is  a  honey-week,  as  well  as  a  honej-moon ;  and 
the  intenseneaa  of  its  feelings  might  very  well  disturb  tbo  ordi- 
nary round  of  even  malema!  duties.  Glad  enough,  however, 
was  she  now  to  see  her  daughter;  when  Anna,  blooming,  and 
smiling,  and  blushing,  flew  into  her  mother's  arms. 

"  There  she  is,  widow —  Mrs.  Updyke  —  I  beg  pardon — mar- 
ned  woman,  and  Mrs.  McBrain,"  cried  Dunscomb  —  "Ned  is 
■noh  &n  uneasy  fellow,  he  keeps  all  his  friends  in  a  fever  with 
his  eniotiona,  and  love,  and  matrimony ;  and  that  just  suits  him, 
la  he  has  only  to  administer  a  pill  and  set  all  right  again.     Bo^ 
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there  ehe  is,  safe  and  unmarried,  thank  heaven ;  whien  la  always 
\  Hort  of  coDBolatioa  to  me.  She  'e  back  ag^,  and  you  will  do 
veil  to  keep  her,  nutil  my  nephew,  Jack,  conies  to  ask  peimia- 
sion  to  carry  her  off,  for  good  and  all." 

Anna  blushed  more  deeply  than  ever,  while  the  mother  amil«d 
Hid  embraced  her  child.  Then  succeeded  questiona  and  answers, 
until  Mrs.  McBrain  had  heard  the  whole  story  of  her  daughter's 
intercourse  with  Mary  Monson,  so  far  as  it  has  been  made  known 
to  the  reader.  Beyond  that,  Anna  did  not  think  herself  autho- 
rized to  go ;  jr,  if  she  made  any  revelation,  it  would  bo  premature 
for  us  to  repeat  it. 

"  Here  we  are,  all  liable  to  be  indicted  for  felony,"  cried 
Dunscomb,  as  soon  aa  the  young  lady  had  told  her  tale.  "  Timms 
will  be  hanged,  in  place  of  hia  client;  and  we  three  will  have 
cells  at  Sing  Sing,  as  accessaries  before  the  act.  Yes,  my  dear 
bride,  you  are  what  the  law  terms  a  '  particeps  criminis,'  and 
may  looK  out  for  the  sheriff  before  you  are  a  week  older." 

"And  why  all  this,  Mr.  Dunscomb?"  demanded  the  half- 
amused,  half-frightened  Mrs.  McBrain. 

"  For  aiding  and  abetting  a  prisoner  in  breaking  gaol.  Mary 
Monson  is  off,  beyond  a  question.  She  lay  down  in  Sarah's 
drawing-room,  pretending  to  be  wearied,  ten  minutes  since;  and 
has  no  doubt  got  through  with  her  nap  already,  and  is  on  her 
way  to  Canada,  or  Tesaa,  or  California,  or  some  otlier  outof-tbe- 
way  country  j  Cuba,  for  aught  I  know." 

"  la  this  so,  think  you,  Anna  ?" 

"  I  do  not,  mamma.  So  iar  from  believing  Mary  Monson  to 
be  flying  to  any  outof-the-way  place,  I  have  no  doubt  that  w» 
shall  find  her  fast  asleep  on  Mr.  Dunscomb's  soft." 

"  I7«c7e  Dunscomb's  sofa,  if  you  please,  young  lady." 
'  "No,  sir;  I  shall  call  you  uncle  no  longer,"  answered  Ann*, 
»hUbing8«arlet  —  "  until —until " 

"  Tou  h»va  alegal  claim  to  the  um  of  the  word.    Wellj  4urf 
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Vr31  c^me  in  due  time,  I  trust;  if  not,  it  shall  be  m;  care  to  sofl 
you  have  a  title  to  a  atill  dearer  appellation.  There,  widow  — 
Mrs.  McBrain,  I  mean  —  I  think  that  will  do.  But,  seriously, 
child,  you  cannoj.- imagine  that  Mary  Moneon  meana  ever  to  re- 
iurn  to  her  prison,  there  to  be  tried  for  life  ?" 

"  K  there  is  faith  in  woman,  she  does,  sir ;  else  would  I  not 
tave  esposod  myself  to  the  risk  of  accompanying  her." 

"In  what  manner  did  you  come  to  town,  Anna?"  asked  the 
aniious  mother.  "  Are  you  not  now  at  the  mercy  of  aome  drivel 
of  a  hackney-coach,  or  of  some  public  cabman?" 

"  I  understand  that  the  carriage  which  was  in  waiting  for  lU, 
half  a  mile  from  Biberry,  ia  Mrs,  Monson's " 

"Mrs.!"  interrupted  Dunscomb  —  "Is  she,  then,  a  married 


Anna  looked  down,  trembled,  and  vtas  conacioua  of  having  be- 
trayed a  secret.  So  very  precious  to  herself  bad  been  the  com- 
munication of  Marie  Moulin  on  this  point,  that  it  Was  ever 
uppermost  in  her  thoughts ;  and  it  had  now  escaped  her  under 
an  impulse  she  could  not  control.  It  was  too  late,  however,  to 
retreat;  and  a  moment's  reflection  told  her  it  would  every  way 
be  better  to  tell  all  ahe  knew,  on  this  one  point,  at  least. 

This  was  soon  done;  for  even  Marie  Moulin's  means  of  in- 
formation were  somewhat  limited.  This  Swiss  had  formerly 
known  the  prisoner  by  another  name ;  though  what  name,  she 
would  not  reveal.  This  was  in  Europe,  where  Marie  had  aetuallj 
passed  three  years  in  this  mysterious  person's  employment.  Marie 
had  even  come  te  Ameriea,  in  consequence  of  this  connection,  at 
the  death  of  her  own  mother;  but,  unable  to  find  her  former 
mistMBB,  had  taien  service  with  Sarah  Wilmeter.  Mary  Monsoo 
waa  single  and  unhetrotbed  when  she  left  Europe.  Such  wM 
Harie  Moulin's  stntemeiit.  But  it  was  understood  sbo  waa  now 
nuoried;  though  to  whom,  Ae  could  not  say.  If  Anna  Updykt 
knew  more  tbttn  1^,  she  did  not  reveal  it  at  tttat  interview 
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"  Ah  I  Here  ia  aiiothet  cane  of  a  wife's  elopement  from  her 
huflband,"  interrupted  Dunscomb,  aa  booq  as  Anna  reached  this 
point  in  her  narration;  "and  I  dare  say  something  or  other  will 
be  fonnd  in  this  wretched  Code  to  uphold  her  in  her  disobedienoe. 
Tou  hare  done  well  to  marry,  Mrs,  MeBraiu ;  for,  according  to 
the  modem  opinions  in  these  matters,  instead  of  providing  jour- 
Belf  with  a  lord  and  master,  you  have  only  engaged  an  upper- 
Bervant," 

"  No  true-hearted  woman  oan  ever  look  upon  her  husband  la 
so  degrading  a  light,"  answered  the  bride,  with  spirit. 

"  That  will  do  for  tbree  days ;  but  wait  to  the  end  of  three 
years;  There  are  runaway  wives  enough,  at  this  moment,  roam- 
ing up  and  down  the  land,  setting  the  laws  of  God  and  man  at 
defiance,  and  jingling  their  purses,  when  they  happen  to  have 
money,  under  their  lawful  husbands'  noses;  ay,  enough  to  set 
up  a  three-tailed  bashaw  I  But  this  damnable  Code  wiD  uphold 
them,  in  some  shape  or  other,  my  life  for  it.  One  can't  endure 
her  hnsband  because  he  smokes ;  another  finds  fault  with  hia  not 
.  going  to  church  but  once  a  day;  another  quarrels  with  him  for 
going  three  times;  another  says  be  has  too  much  dinner-com- 
pany; and  another  protests  she  can't  get  a  male  friend  inside  of 
her  house.  All  these  ladies,  forgetful  as  they  are  of  their  highest 
earthly  duties,  forgetfiil  as  they  are  of  woman's  very  nature,  are 
the  models  of  divine  virtues,  and  lay  claim  to  the  sympathies  of 
mankind.  They  get  those  of  fools;  but  prudent  and  reflecting 
men  shake  their  heads  at  such  wandering  deisses." 

''You  are  severe  on  us  women,  Mr.  Donsoomb,"  said  tiia 
bride, 

"  Not  on  you,  my  dear  Mrs.  McBrain  —  never  a  EFyllable  on 
you.  But  go  on,  child ;  J  have  had  the  oaae  of  one  of  theee 
l^nnt  wives  in  my  hands,  and  know  how  mistaken  has  been 
the  dispoaifjon  te  pity  her.  Men  lean  to  the  woman's  side ;  bat 
the  frequency  of  the  abuse  ia  beginning  to  open  the  eyes  of  tlie  ■* 
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public.  Qto  on,  Anna  de&r,  and  let  ns  hear  it  all  —  or  all  yoa 
have  to  tell  ub." 

Very  little  remwned  to  be  related.  Marie  Moulin,  herself 
knew  very  little  of  that  which  had  occurred  since  lier  separation 
from  her  present  mistreaa  in  France.  She  did  maie  one  state- 
ment, however,  that  Anna  had  deemed  very  important;  but 
which  ahe  felt  bound  la  keep  as  a  secret,  in  consequence  of  the 
injunctions  received  from  the  Swiss. 

"  I  should  have  a  good  deal  to  say  about  this  afitur,"  observed 
Dunscomb,  when  his  beautiful  companion  was  done,  "did  I  be- 
lieve that  we  shall  find  Mary  Monson  on  our  return  to  my  house. 
In  that  case,  I  should  say  to  you,  my  dear  widow — Mrs.  McBrain, 
I  mean  —  the  devil  take  that  follow  Ned,  he  '11  have  half  the 
women  in  town  bearing  his  name  before  he  is  done — Well,  flea- 
veri  be  pnused  I  he  can  neither  marry  me,  nor  give  me  a  step- 
father, let  him  do  his  very  best.  There 's  comfort  in  that  consi- 
deration, at  any  rate." 

"  You  were  about  tfl  tell  ua  what  you  would  do,"  put  in  the 
bride,  slightly  vesed,  yet  too  well  assured  of  the  counsellor's 
attachment  to  her  huab»id  to  feel  angry — "  you  must  Icnow  how 
much  value  we  till  give  to  your  advice." 

"  I  was  about  to  say  that  Anna  should  not  return  to  this 
mysterious  convict — no,  she  is  not  ye'  convicted,  but  she  is  in- 
dicted, and  that  is  something — but  return  she  should  not,  were 
there  the  least  chance  of  our  finding  her,  on  our  return  home. 
Let  her  go,  then,  and  satisfy  her  curiosity,  and  pass  the  night 
.with..  Sarah,  who  must  be  through  with  her  first  nap  by  this 

Anna  urged  faer<  mother  (o  consent  to  this  arrangement,  putting 
.finiward  bar  engagement  with  Mary  Monson,  not  to  desert  her. 
MoBrain  driving  to  the  door,  from  paying  his  last  visit  jtjwt 
Bight,  his.  wife  gave,  faer  assent  to  the  proposition  ;  the  tenderesl 
mother  MeauonaUy  pennibluig  uaUur.  and  more  powttcfifLfealitig 
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to  DBurp  the  place  of  maternal  care.  Mrs.  McBrain,  it  must  be 
admitted,  thouglit  more  of  the  bridegroom,  sixty  as  he  was,  than 
of  her  charming  daughter;  nor  waa  she  yet  quite  free  from  the 
ftwkwardnesa  that  ever  accompauies  a  neit  connection  of  this  na- 
ture when  there  are  grown-up  children ;  more  especially  on  the 
part  of  the  female.  Then  Anna  had  communicated  to  her  mo- 
ther a  most  material  circumstance,  which  it  does  not  suit  our 
present  purpose  to  reveal. 

"  Now  for  a  dozen  pair  of  gloves  that  we  do  not  find  Mary 
Monson,"  said  the  lawyer,  &a  he  walked  smartly  towards  his  own 
rewdeace,  with  Anna  Updyke  under  his  arm. 

"  Done  !' '  cried  the  young  lady  —  "  and  you  shall  pay  if  you 
lose." 

"As  bound  in  honour.  Peter"  —  iJie  grey-headed  black  who 
answered  the  summons  to  the  door — "  will  bo  glad  enough  to  see 
us;  for  the  old  fellow  is  not  accustomed  to  let  hia  young  rogue 
of  a  master  in  at  midnight,  with  a  charming  young  woman  under, 
his  arm." 

Anna  Updyke  waa  right.  Mary  Monson  was  in  a  deep  sleep 
'on  the  sofa.  So  profound  waa  her  rest,  there  was  a  hesitatioa 
ibout  disturbing  her;  though  twelve,  the  hour  set  for  the  return 
of  the  carriage  to  Biberry,  waa  near.  For  a  few  minutes  Duns- 
comb   conversed   with    his   agreeable    companion    in    his    own 

"  If  Jack  knew  of  your  being  in  the  bouse,  he  would  never 
for^ve  my  not  having  him  called." 

"  I  shall  have  plenty  of  occasions  for  seeing  Jack,"  returned' 
the  young  lady,  colouring.  "You  know  how  assiduous  he  is  in 
this  cause,  and  how  devoted  he  is  to  the  prisoner." 

"  Do  not  run  away  with  any  such  notion,  chUd ;  Jack  is  yonra, 
toart  and  soul." 

"  Hist— there  is  the  carriage;  Mary  m^st  be  called." 

Away  went  Anna,  laughing,  blushing,  but  with  tears  in  her 
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eyefl.     In  s.  minute  Mary  Monson  made  her  appearance,  aoma- 
what  refi^shed  and  calmed  by  her  short  nap. 

"  Make  no  excuse  for  waking  me,  Anna,"  said  this  unaccount- 
able woman,  "  We  can  both  sleep  on  the  road.  The  carriage  w 
as  easy  as  a  cradle ;  and,  luckily,  the  roads  are  quite  good." 
"Still  they  lead  to  a  prison,  Mrs.  Monson!" 
The  prisoner  smiled,  and  seemed  to  be  lost  in  thought.  It 
was  the  first  time  any  of  her  new  acquaintances  had  ever  ad' 
dressed  her  as  a  married  woman ;  though  Marie  Moulin,  with 
tJke  exception  of  her  first  exclamation  at  their  recent  meeting, 
had  invariably  used  the  appellation  of  Madame.  All  this,  how- 
ever, was  soon  forgotten  in  the  teave-taking.  Dnnscomb  thought 
he  had  seldom  seen  a  female  of  higher  tone  of  manners,  or  greater 
personal  charms,  than  this  singolar  and  mystfirioos  yoong  vtHnao 
appeared  to  be,  m  she  oortded  her  aidiea. 
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"  What  then  uvuil  impeachments,  or  tbs  lan'a 
Severest  condemnation  while  the  queen 
Msjr  enstch  him  from  the  uplifted  httnd  of  justice  T" 

Earl  afEiaei. 

Perhaps  the  most  certain  proof  that  a.ay  people  can  give  of  a 
high  moral  conditjou,  is  in  the  administration  of  justice.  Abso- 
lute infallibility  is  unattainable  to  men ;  but  there  are  wide  chasma 
in  right  and  wrong,  between  the  legal  juatice  of  one  state  of  so- 
ciety and  that  of  another.  As  the  descendants  of  Englishmen, 
we  in  this  country  are  apt  to  ascribe  a  higher  tone  of  purity  to 
the  courts  of  the  mother  country,  than  to  those  of  any  other 
European  nation.  In  this  we  may  be  right,  without  inferring 
the  necessity  of  believing  that  even  the  ermine  of  England  is 
qiotless ;  for  it  can  never  be  forgotten  that  Uacon  and  JeSrios 
once  filled  her  highest  judicial  seats,  to  say  nothing  of  many 
others,  whose  abuses  of  their  trusts  have  doubtless  been  lost  in 
their  comparative  obscurity.  Passing  from  the  parent  to  its  off- 
spring, the  condition  of  American  justice,  so  far  bs  it  is  dependent 
on  the  bench,  is  a  profound  moral  anomaly.  It  would  seem  that 
every  known  expedient  of  man  has  been  resorted  to,  to  render  it 
corrupt,  feeble,  and  ignorant ;  yet  he  would  be  a  hardyj  not  to 
Bay  an  audacious  commentator,  who  should  presume  to  affirm  that 
it  is  not  entitled  to  stand  in  die  very  foremost  Tanks  of  human 
integrity . 

-  Ill  paid,  without  retiring  pensions,  with  nothing  to  expect  in 
the  way  ot  fiunily  and  hereditary  honours  and  dignities;  with 
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little,  in  short,  either  ia  possession  or  in  prospect,  to  ^ve  anj 
particular  inducement  to  be  honest,  it  is  certain  that,  as  a  whole, 
the  judges  of  this  great  republic  may  lay  claim  to  be  classed 
among  the  m<st  upright  of  wliieb  history  furnishes  any  account. 
Unhappily,  popular  caprice,  and  popular  ignorance,  have  been 
brought  to  bear  on  the  selection  of  the  magistrates,  of  late ;  and  it 
is  easy  to  predict  the  result,  which,  like  that  on  the  militia,  is  «oon 
to  pull  down  even  this  all-important  machinery  of  society  to  the 
level  of  the  common  mind. 

Not  only  have  the  obvious  and  well-earned  inducements  to 
keep  men  honest — competence,  honours,  and  security  in  office — 
been  recklessly  thrown  away  by  the  open  hand  of  popular  delu- 
sion, but  all  the  minor  expedients  by  which  those  who  cannot 
think  might  be  made  to  feel,  have  been  laid  aside,  leaving  the 
machinery  of  justice  as  naked  as  the  hand.  Although  the  colonial 
aystem  was  never  elaborated  in  these  last  particulars,  there  were 
some  of  its  useful  and  respectable  remains,  down  as  late  as  the 
commencement  of  the  present  century.  The  sheriff  appeared 
with  his  sword,  the  judge  was  escorted  to  and  from  the  courts 
house  to  his  private  dwelling  with  some  show  of  attention  and 
respect,  leaving  a  salutary  impression  of  authority  on  the  ordinary 
observer.  All  this  has  disappeared.  The  judge  slips  into  the 
county  town  almost  unknown  ;  lives  at  an  inn  amid  a  crowd  of 
lawyers,  witnesses,  suitors,  jurors  and  horse-shedders,  as  Timms 
calls  them;  finds  his  way  to  the  bench  as  best  he  may;  and 
seems  to  think  that  the  more  work  he  can  do  in  the  shortest 
time  ia  the  one  great  purpose  of  his  appointment.  Nevertheless, 
these  men,  as  yet,  are  surprisingly  incorrupt  and  intelligent 
How  long  it  will  remain  bo,  no  one  can  predict;  if  it  be  for  a 
human  life,  however,  the  working  of  the  problem  will  demon, 
tftrate  the  &llibility  of  every  appreciation  of  human  moUves. 
One  bad  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  the  office  of  a  ma- 
gistrate, however,  has  long  been  appM-ent,  io  tile  lee^ning  of  tht 
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jnfiuence  of  the  judge  on  the  juries ;  the  power  that  alone  readers 
the  latter  institution  even  tfilerahle.  This  is  putting  aa  itrespoQ' 
iible,  usually  an  ignorant,  and  often  a  corrupt  arbiter,  in  the 
judgment-seat,  in  lieu  of  the  man  of  high  qualities  for  which  it 
was  alone  intended. 

The  cii-cuit  and  ojer  and  terminer  for  Duke's  presented  no- 
thing noTel  in  its  bench,  its  bar,  Its  jurors,  and  we  might  add  its 
trituesses.  The  first  was  a  cool-beaded,  dispassionate  man,  with 
a  Tery  respectable  amount  of  legal  learning  and  esperieuce,  and 
a  perfectly  fdr  character.  No  one  suspected  him  of  acting  wrong 
from  eyil  motires;  and  when  he  did  err,  it  was  ordinarily  from 
the  pressure  of  business ;  though,  occasionally,  he  was  mistaken, 
because  the  books  could  not  foresee  every  possible'  phase  of  a 
sase.  The  bar  waa  composed  of  plain,  hard-working  men,  mate- 
rially above  the  level  of  Timms,  except  in  connection  with  mo- 
ther-wit; better  educated,  better  mannered,  and,  as  a  whole,  of 
materially  higher  origin;  though,  as  a  body,  neither  profoundly 
learned  nor  of  very  refined  deportment.  Nevertheless,  these 
persons  had  a  very  fair  portion  of  all  the  better  qualities  of  the 
northern  professional  men.  They  were  shrewd,  quick  in  the 
application  of  their  acquired  knowledge,  ready  in  their  natural 
resources,  and  had  that  general  aptitude  for  affaire  that  probably 
is  the  fruit  of  a  practice  that  inclndes  all  the  different  branches 
of  the  profession.  Here  and  there  was  a  usurer  and  e:(tortione[ 
among  them ;  a  fellow  who  disgraced  his  calling  by  running  up 
unnecessary  bills  of  coat,  by  evading  the  penal  statutes  passed  to 
prevent  abuses  of  this  nature,  and  by  cunning  attempts  te  obuua 
more  for  the  use  of  his  money  than  the  law  siuiotioned.  But 
Buch  was  not  the  general  character  of  the  Duke's  county  har, 
which  was  rather  to  be  censured  for  winking  at  irre^lar  pro- 
ceedings ont  of  doors,  for  brow-beating  witnesses,  and  for  r^wd- 
•Dg  tlia  end  so  intensely  as  not  always  to  be  partJoular  in  referenos 
to  tlie  means,  than  for  snch  gross  and  po^tdvely  illegal  and  op- 
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presflive  measures  as  those  just  ineutioDed.  As  for  the  jnron 
tbey  tvere  just  what  that  ancient  iostitution  might  be  supposed 
to  he,  in  a  country  where  so  many  of  the  body  of  the  people  are 
liable  l«  he  summoned.  An  unusually  targe  proportiuu  of  these 
men,  when  all  the  circumstances  are  considered,  were  perhaps  as 
fit  to  be  thus  employed  aa  could  be  obtainei^from  the  body  of  the 
community  of  any  country  on  earth;  'but  a  Tery  serious  number 
T»ere  altogether  uiisuited  to  perform  the  delicate  duties  of  their 
iitation.  Fortunately,  the  ignorant  are  Tery  apt  to  be  influenced 
by  the  more  intelligent,  in  eases  of  this  nature ;  and  by  this  exer- 
cise of  a  very  natural  power,  less  injustice  is  committed  than 
might  otherwise  occur.  Here,  however,  is  the  opening  for  the 
"horse-shedding"  and  "pillowing,"  of  which  Timms  has  spoken, 
and  of  which  so  much  use  is  made  around  every  country  courts 
house  in  the  state.  This  is  the  crying  evil  of  the  times;  and, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  enormous  abuse  which  is  rendering 
a  competition  in  news  a  regular,  money-getting  occupation,  one 
that  threatens  to  set  at  defiance  ajllaws,  principles  and  facts. 

A  word  remains  to  be  said  of  the  witnesses.  Perhaps  the 
rarest  thing  connected  irith  the  administration  of  justice  all  over 
«he  world,  is  an  intelligent,  perfectly  impartial,  clear-headed,  dis- 
criminating witness;  one  who  distinctly  knows  all  he  says,  fiilly 
appreciates  the  effect  of  his  words  on  the  jury,  and  who  has  the 
disposition  t«  submit  what  he  knows  solely  to  the  law  and  the 
■evidenee.  Men  of  esperience  are  of  opinion  that  an  oath  usually 
exttaota  the  truth.  We  think  so  too;  but  it  is  truth  as  the  wit^ 
ness  understands  it;  facts  as  he  has  seen  them;  and  opinions 
that,  unconsoiously  to  himself,  have  been  warped  by  reports, 
sneers  aad  malice.  In  a  country  of  popular  sway  like  this,  there 
is  not  ona  man  in  a  thousand,  probably,  who  has  sufficient  inde- 
pendence -of  mind,  or  suffident  moral  conrage,  to  fancy  he  bu 
seen  e^on  a  fact,  if  it  be  of  importance,  differently  irom  what 
the  oody  <ji  the  community  has  aeea  it;  and  nothing  »  mor« 
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sommon  than  to  find  witnesses  colouring  their  teBtimonj,  lessen- 
iDg  its  force  by  feeble  statemcntt),  or  altogether  abaudoniug  the 
truth,  under  this  pressure  from  without,  in  cases  of  a  nature  and 
maguitude  to  iiwake  a  strong  popular  feeling.  It  is  by  no  ineanB 
unconiinon,  indeed,  to  persuade  one  class  of  men,  by  means  of 
thia  influence,  that  they  did  not  see  that  which  actually  occurred 
before  their  eyes,  or  that  they  did  see  that  which  never  had  an 


Under  no  circumstances  do  men  congregate  with  less  meritd- 
rious  motives  thatt  in  meeting  in  and  around  a  court  of  jnstioe. 
The  object  is  victory,  and  the  means  of  obtaining  it  will  not 
always  bear  the  light.  The  approaching  Circuit  and  Oyer  and 
Terminer  of  Duke's  was  no  exception  to  the  rule;  a  crowd  of 
evil  passions,  of  sinister  practices,  and  of  plausible  pretences, 
being  arrayed  against  justice  and  the  law,  in  two-thirds  of  the 
causes  on  the  calendar.  Then  it  was  that  Timms  and  saucy 
Williams,  or  Dick  Williams,  as  he  was  familiarly  tei-med  by  his 
associates,  came  out  in  their  strength,  playing  off  against  each 
other  the  outnioor  practices  of  the  profession.  The  first  indica- 
tion that  the  former  now  got  of  the  very  serious  character  of  the 
struggle  that  was  about  to  take  place  between  them,  was  in  the 
extraordinary  civility  of  eaucy  Williams  when  they  met  in  the 
bar-room  of  the  inn  they  each  frequented,  and  which  had  long 
been  the  arena  of  their  afltagonistical  wit  and  practices. 

"  I  never  saw  you  look  better,  Timms,"  said  Williams,  in  the 
most  cordial  manner  imaginable;  "on  the  whole,  I  do  not  re- 
member to  have  ever  seen  you  looking  so  well.  You  grow  younger 
instead  of  older,  every  day  of  your  life.  By  the  Way,  do  you 
intend  to  move  on  Butterfield  against  Town  this  circuit?" 

"  I  should  be  glad  to  do  it,  if  yqu  are  ready.  Oro^noticea 
likve  been  given,  yon  know." 

Williams  knew  this  very  well;  and  he  also  knew  that  it  had 
bean  done  to  entitle  the  respective  parties  t«  costa,  in  the  eVent 
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of  anythiog  occutriag  to  give  either  side  an  a^Tantage ;  Che 
oause  being  one  of  those  nuts  out  of  whicli  practitioners  are  very 
apt  to  estract  tbe  whole  of  the  kernel  before  they  are  done 
with  it. 

"  Yes,  I  am  aware  of  that,  and  I  believe  we  are  quite  ready, 
I  see  that  Mr.  Town  is  here,  and  I  observe  several  of  his  wit- 
De3s<» ;  but  I  have  so  much  bueinegs,  I  have  no  wish  to  try  a 
long  slander  cause ;  words  spoken  in  heat,  and  never  thought  of 
again,   but  to  make  a  profit  of  them." 

"  You  are  employed  against  us  in  tie  murder  case,  I  hear  f"  , 

"  I  rather  think  the  friends  of  the  deceased  so  regard  it;  but 
I  have  scarcely  had  time  to  look  at  the  lestimnny-  before  the 
coroner"  — This  was  a  deliberate  mystification,  and  Timms  per- 
foctij  understood  it  as  such,  well  knowing  that  the  other  had 
given  the  out-door  work  of  the  case  nearly  all  of  his  time  for  the 
last  fortnight — "and  I  don't  like  to  move  in  one  of  these  big 
matters  without  knowing  what  I  am  about.  Y^our  senior  counsel 
has  not  yet  arrived  from  town,  I  believe?" 

"  He  cannot  be  here  until  Wednesday,  having  to  argue  a 
great  insurance  case  before  the'  Superior  Court  to-day  and  to- 

This  conversation  occurred  after  the  grand  jnry  had  been 
charged,  the  petit  jurors  sworn,  and  the  judge  had  heard  several 
njotions  for  correcting  the  calendar,  laying  causes  over,  &c.  &c. 
Two  hours  later,  the  District  Attorney  being  absent  in  his  room, 
engaged  with  the  grand  jury,  Williams  arose,  and  addressed  the 
f»urt,  which  had  just  called  the  first  eivi!  cause  on  the  calendar. 

"  May  it  please  the  court,"  he  said,  coolly,  but  with  the  grave 
aspect  of  a  man  who  felt  he  was  dealing  with  a  very  serioua 
matter^"  there  is  a  capital^  indictment  depending,  a  case  of  arson  , 
and  murder,  which  it  is  the  intention  o£  the  St^te  lo  call  on  at 
snoe." 

The  judge  looked  still  more  grave  than  the  counsel,  and  it  was 
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M^  fao  bee  that  he  deeply  regretted  it  should  &11  to  hb  lot  to  tij 
Buch  an  issue.  He  leaned  forward,  with  an  elbow  on  the  very 
primitive  sort  of  desk  with  which  he  was  furnished  by  the  puh'io, 
indented  it  with  the  point  of  his  knife,  and  appeared  t«  be  pass- 
ing in  review  such  of  the  circumstances  of  this  important  ease 
as  he  had  become  acquainted  with,  judicially.  We  say  'judi- 
cially;' for  it  is  not  an  easy  thing  for  either  judge,*couusei,  or 
jurors,  in  the  state  of  society  that  now  exists,  to  keep  distinctly 
in  their  minds  that  which  has  been  obtained  under  legal  evidence, 
from  that  which  floats  about  the  community  on  the  thousand 
tongues  of  rumour — fact  from  fiction.  Nevertheless,  the  re- 
spectable magistrate  whose  misfortune  it  was  to  preside  on  this 
very  serious  occasion,  was  a  man  to  perform  all  bis  duty  to  the 
"oint  where  pubhc  opinion  or  popular  clamour  is  encountered. 
The  last  is  a  bug-bear  that  few  have  moral  courage  to  fece;  and 
the  evil  consequences  are  visible,  hourly,  daily,  almcst  incessantly, 
in  moat  of  the  interests  of  life.  This  popular  feeling  is  the  great 
moving  lever  of  (he  republic;  the  wronged  being  placed  beneath 
the  fulcrum,  while  the  outer  ann  of  the  engine  is  loaded  witi 
numbers.  Thus  it  is  that  we  see  the  oldest  families  among  us 
quietly  robbed  of  their  estates,  after  generatioas  of  possession; 
the  honest  man  prescribed ;  the  knave  and  demagogue  deified ; 
mediocrity  advanced  to  high  places;  and  talents  and  capacity 
held  in  abeyance,  if  not  actually  trampled  under  foot.  '  Let  the 
truth  be  said :  these  are  evils  to  which  each  year  ^ves  additional 
force,  until,  the  tyranny  of  the  majority  has  taken  a  form  and 
combination  which,  unchecked,  must  speedily  place  every  per- 
sonal right  at  the  mercy  of  plausible,  but  wrong-doing,  popular 
combinations. 

"  Has  the  prisoner  been  arraigned?"  asked  the  judge.  "I 
remember  nothing  of  the  sort" 

"  No,  your  honour,"  anawefed  Timma,  now  rising  for  the  first 
^itae  in  the  diaoussibn,  and  looking  about  him  a«  if  to  scan  tli« 


,nt>yGoogle 


orowd  for  witneasea.  "  The  prosecution  does  not  yet  know  tlu 
plea  we  shaL  put  iu." 

"  You  are  j-etftjned  fof  the  prisoner,  Mr.  Timma?" 

"Yes,  sir;  I  appear  in  her  behalf.  But  Mr.  DuBSComb  is 
also  retained,  and  will  be  engaged  iu  the  New  York  Superior 
Court  until  Wednesday,  in  an  insurante  case  of  great  magni- 
hide." 

"  No  insurance  oaee  can  be  of  the  magnitude  of  a  trial  foi 
life,"  returned  Williams.  "  The  justice  of  the  State  must  be 
vindicated,  and  the  person  of  the  citizen  protected." 

This  sounded  well,  and  it  caused  many  a  bead  in  the  crowd, 
which  contained  both  witneases  and  jurors,  to  nod  with  approba- 
tion. It  is  true,  that  eyery  thoughtful  and  observant  mau  must 
have  had  many  occasions  to  observe  how  fallacious  suuh  a  de- 
claration is,  in  truth;  but  it  sounded  well,  and  the  ears  of  the 
multitude  are  always  open  to  ^ttery. 

"  We  have  no  wish  to  interfere  with  the  justice  of  the  State, 
or  with  the  protection  of  the  citizen,"  answered  Timms,  looking 
round  to  note  the  effect  of  his  words —  "  our  object  is  to  defend 
the  innocent.;  and  the  great  and  powerful  community  of  New 
York  will  find  more  pleasure  in  seeing  an  accused  acquitted  than 
in  seeing  fifty  criminals  condemned." 

This  sentiment  sounded  quite  as  well  aa  that  of  Williams's, 
'  ftAd  heafls  were  agiuu  nodded  in  approbation.  It  told  particularly 
well  in  a  paragraph  of  a  newspaper  that  Timma  had  engaged  to 
publish  what  he  considered  his  beat  remarks, 

"  It  seema  to  me,  gentlemen,"  interposed  the  judge,  who  un- 
derstood the  meaning  of  these  oi^  captandum  remarks  perfeotjy 
well,  "that  your,  conversation  is  premature  at  least,  if  not  alto- 
gether impropeir.  Nothing  of  this  nature  should  be  said  uQtdJ 
the  prisoner  £aB  been  arraigned." 

"Xstibmit)  youF  honour, and'  wkoowlodge  the  justice  of  Ihd 
t^fraoi,"  lulenorcd ' WiUiama.     "  I  now  movq  ttte  pourt,  on  t» 
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tiitl^  of  the  District  Attoroey,  th&t  Marj  Monaon,  who  stands 
indicted  for  miirder  and  arson,  be  amugned,  and  hor  pleas  an- 
tered " 

"  I  could  wish  this  stfip  might  be  delayed  until  I  can  hear 
from  the  leading  counsel  for  the  defence,"  objected  l^mms, 
"which  must  now  occur  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  hours." 

"  I  perceive  that  the  prisoner  is  a  female/'  said  the  judge,  in 
a  tjjne  of  regret. 

"  Yea,  your  honour ;  she  is,  and  young  and  handsome,  they 
tell  me,"  answered  Williams;  "for  I  have  never  been  able  to 
get  a  sight  of  her.  She  is  too  much  of  a  great  lady  to  be  seen 
at  a  grale,  by  all  I  can  learn  of  her  and  her  proceedings.  Plays 
on  the  harp,  sir;  has  a  French  valet  de  chamhre,  or  something 
of  that  sort " 

"  This  is  all  wrong,  Mr.  Williams,  and  must  be  cheoked," 
again  interposed  the  judge,  though  very  mildly;  for,  while  his 
experience  taught  him  that  the  object  of  such  remarks  was  to 
oreat«  prejudice,  and  his  conscience  prcimpted  him  to  put  an  end 
to  a  proceeding  so  unrighteous,  he  stood  in  so  mnch  awe  of  this 
particular  counsel,  who  had  half  a  dozen  presses  afr  bis  command, 
that  it  required  a  strong  inducement  to  bring  him  out  as  he 
ought  to  be,  in  opposition  to  any  of  his  more  decided  movements. 
As  for  the  community,  with  the  best  intentions  as  a  whole,  it 
Blood  passive  nnder  this  gross  wrong.  What  'is  everybody'ii 
boMness'  is  literally  'nobody's  bnsiness,'  when  the  public  Tirtna 
is  the  great  moving  power ;  the  upright  preferring  their  ease  to 
everything  else,  and  the  ill-disposed  manifesting  the  ceaseless 
activity  of  the  wicked.  All  the  ancient  barriers  to  this  species 
of  injustice,  which  have  been  erected  by  the  gathered  wisdom 
of  our-fethers  and  the  experience  of  ages,  have  been  thrown 
down  by  the  illnaons  of  a  seeming  liber^,  and  the  whole  ma< 
flUneiy  of  justice  is  left  very  mneli  at  the  mercy  of  an  ontaide 
pnblie  ofMou,  which,  in  itaelf,  is  wielded  lij  a  few  rf  the  wtmt 
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men  in  the  country.  These  are  sober  truths,  as  a  close  examina- 
tion will  show  to  auy  one  who  may  choose  lo  enter  into  the 
investigrtiioD  of  the  ungrateful  subject.  It  is  not  what  is  said, 
we  very  well  know;  but  it-is  what  is  done. 

WilliHms  received  the  mild  rebuke  of  ihe  judgfi  like  one  who 
felt  his  position;  payiiig  very  little  respect  to  its  spirit  or  its 
letter.  He  knew  his  own  power,  and  understood  perfectly  well 
that  this  particular  magistrate  was  soon  to  run  for  a  new  term  of 
office,  and  might  be  dealt  with  more  freely  on  that  account. 

"I  know  it  is  very  wrong,  your  honour — very  wrong"  — 
rejoined  the  wily  counsel  lo  what  had  been  said  —  "so  wrong, 
that  I  regard  il  as  an  insult  to  the  State.  Wiien  a  person  is 
capitally  indicted,  man  or  woman,  it  is  his  or  her  bounden  duty 
to  put  all  overboard,  that  there  may  be  no  secrets.  The  harp 
was  once  a  sacred  instrument,  and  it  is  highly  improper  to  intro- 
duce it  into  our  gaols  and  criminals'  ceils——" 

"There  is  no  criminal  as  yet  —  no  crime  can  be  established 
without  proof,  and  the  verdict  of  twelve  good  men  and  true," 
inieiropted  Tinuns — "  I  object,  therefore,  to  the  learned  counsel's 
remarks,  and-. " 

"  Gentlemen,  gentlemen,"  put  in  the  judge,  a  little  more 
pointedly  than  in  his  former  rebuke  —  "this  is  all  wrong,  I  re- 
peat" 

"  You  perceive,  my  brother  Timms,"  rejoined  the  indomitable 
Williams,  "  ihe  court  is  altogether  against  you.  This  is  not  a 
country  of  lords  and  ladies,  fiddles  and  harps,  but  of  the  people ; 
and  when  the  people  Rnd  a  bill  for  a  capital  offence,  capital  care 
should  be  taken  not  to  give  more  offence." 

Williams  had  provided  himself  with  a  set  of  supporters  that 
ore  comnuin  enough  in  the  courts,  whose  business  it  waa  to  grin, 
and  aneer,  and  Maile,  luid  look  knowing  at  pniticular  hits  of  the 
connse1,And  othenrise  to  tu^  up  his  wit)  and  humour,  and  logic, 
by  the  ^tucy  rf  ayiupathy.     Tha  expedient  ia.getting  tOi.be 
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quite  common,  and  ia  constantly  practised  ia  auits  that  relate,  is 
any  manner,  to  politics  or  political  men.  It  is  not  so  common, 
certainly,  in  trials  for  life;  though  it  may  be,  and  h«s  been,  used 
with  effect,  even  on  such  serious  occasions.  The  infliienoe  of 
these  wily  dem.onstjations,  which  are  made  to  have  the  appear- 
ance' of  public  opinion,  is  very  great  on  the  credulous  and  igno- 
rant; men  thus  narrowly  gifted  invariably  looking  aroaod  them 
to  find  support  in  the  common  mind. 

The  hits  of  Williams  told,  t-o  Timms's  great  annoyance ;  nor 
did  he  know  exactly  how  to  parry  them.  Had  he  been  the 
assailant  himself,  he  could  have  wielded  the  weapons  of  his  anta- 
"gonist  with  equal  skill ;  but  his  dexterity  was  very  much  con- 
fined to  th  off  n.  n  cases  f  this  nature ;  for  he  perfectly 
comprehe  d  d  all  h  prejud  ce  n  which  it  was  necessary  to 
act,  whil  h  p  'K.ed  l  t  a  ry  narrow  knowledge  of  the 
means  of  rr  ting  th  m  N  rtheless,  it  would  not  do  to  let 
the  pros  t  n  I  th  bu  n  ss  of  the  day  with  •«)  much  of 
the  aJr  f  t  umph  and  th  ndomitable  attomny  made  an 
otlifir  eff  rt  t  place  h  cl  nt  more  favourably  before  the 
public  ey 

"  The  harp  ia  a  most  religious  instrument,"  he  coolly  observed, 
"and  it  has  no  relation  to  the  violin,  or  any  light  and  frivolous 
piece  of  music.  David  used  it  as  the  instrument  of  praise,  and' 
why  should  not  a  person  who  stands  charged " 

"  I  have  told  you,  gentlemen,  that  all  this  is  irregular,  and 
cannot  be  permitted,"  cried  the  judge,  with  a  little  move  of  the 
appearance  of  finnnesa  than  he  had  yet  exhilMted. 

The  truth  was,  that  he  stood  leas  in  fear  of  Timms  than  of 
WiDiams;  the  connection  of  the  lost  with  the  reporters  being 
known  to  be  much  the  moat  exfcnsive.  But  Timma  knew  Us 
man,  and  nndeistood  very  well  what  the  oommittal  of  counsel 
iad  got  t«  be,  ander  the  loose  notiooH  of  libertj  that  have  pwwn 
vp  in  the  country  within  the  \ast  twenty  yeaA.     Time  ww,  and 
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that  at  no  remote  period,  ■when  the  lawyer  who  had  been  thjE 
treated  for  indecorum  at  the  bar  would  have  been  a  disgraoed 
man,  and  would  have  appealed  in  t^  to  the  community  for 
sympathy;  little  or  none  would  he  have  received.  Men  then 
understood  that  the  law  was  their  maaterj  established  by  them- 
aelves,  and  vaa  to  bo  respecled  accordingly.  But  that  feeling  ia 
in  a  great  measure  eitinct.  Liberty  is  every  hour  getting  to  be 
niore  and'TOore  personal ;  its  concentration  consisting  in  render- 
ing every  man  his  own  legislator,  his  own  judge,  and  his  own 
juror.  It  is  monarehical  and  aristooratic,  and  all  that  ia  vile  and 
dangeroHS,  to  see  power  ciercised  by  any  but  the  people;  those 
whom  the  constitution  and  the  laws  have  set  apart  expressly  t«' 
discharge  a  delegated  authority  being  obliged,  by  clamours  sus- 
tained by  all  the  arts  of  cupidi^  and  fraud,  to  defer  to  the  pass- 
ing opinions  of  the  hour.  No  one  knew  this  better  than  Timme, 
who  had  just  as  lively  a  recollection  as  his  opponent  that  this 
very  judge  was  to  come  before  the  people,  in  tho  neit  autumn, 
OS  a  candidate  for  re-election.  The  great  str^n  of  Amerioan 
foresight  was  consequently  applied  to  this  man's  oonsoience,  who, 
over-worked  and  wnder-paid,  was  expected  to  rise  above  the  weak- 
nesses of  humanity,  as  a  sort  of  sublimated  political  theory  that 
b  getting  to  be  much  in  fashion,  and  which,  if  true,  would  super- 
■ede  the  necessity  of  any  court  or  any  government  at  all.  Timms 
knew  this  well,  and  was  not  to  be  restrained  by  one  who  was  thus 
itretohed,  as  it  might  be,  on  the  tenter-books  of  political  uncer- 
tainty. 

"  Yes,  your  honoor,"  retorted  this  indomitable  individual,  "  1 
am  fully  aware  of  its  impropriety,  and  was  just  as  mnch  bo  when 
the  ootinsd  for  the  prosecution  was  carrying  it  on  to  the  injnry 
of  iny  client;  I  might  say  almost  unchecked,  if  not  enoon- 
wged." 

"  The  court  did  its  best  to  stop  Mr.  Williama,  sir ;  and  must 
do  the  BUna  to  keep  you  within  tlie  pro^wr  Ijmito  of  ptMitioe. 
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t]nl«aa  these  improprieties  are  restraiaed,  I  sliall  coufine  the 
BouDsel  for  the  State  to  tlie  rc^pilu*  officer,  and  assign  new  couQ^el 
lo  the  acciised,  as  from  the  Qourt." 

Both  WiHiams  ^d  Timms  looked  amused  at  this  menaccj 
neither  having  the  smallest  notion  the  judge  dare  put  such  a 
threat  in  execution.  What  I  presume  Co  curb  lieentiousnew 
when  it  chose  to  assume  the  aapect  of  human  rights  F  This  was 
gn  act  behind  the  age,  more  especiallj  in  a  country  in  whioh 
liberty  is  so  fast  getting  to  be  all  means,  with  so  very  little 
i^ard  to  the  end. 

A  desultory  conversation  ensued,  when  it  was  finally  settled 
that  the  trial  must  be  postponed  until  the  arrival  of  the  counsel 
expected  from  town.  From  the  be^nning  of  the  discussion, 
Williams  knew  such  must  be  the  termination  of  that  day's  work ; 
but  he  had  accomplished  two  great  objects  by  his  motion.  In 
the  first  place,  by  conceding  delay  to  the  accused,  it  placed  the 
proiieeution  on  ground  where  a  similar  favour  might  be  asked, 
should  it  be  deemed  expedient.  This  resisting  of  motions  for 
delay  is  a-common  nue  of  the  hai,  since  it  places  the  party  whose 
rights  are  seemingly  postponed  in  a  situation  to  demand  a  similar 
conoeaflion.  WOliaras  knew  that  his  case  was  ready  as  related  to 
his  brief,  (he  testimony,  and  all  that  could  properly  be  produced 
in  court ;  but  he  thought  it  might  he  strengthened  out  of  doors, 
among  the  jurors  and  the  witnesses.  Wo  say,  the  witnesses ;  be- 
aause  even  this  class  of  men  get  their  impressions,  quite  fre- 
quHitly,  as  much  from  what  they  subsequently  hear,  as  from 
what  they  have  seen  and  know,  A  good  reliable  witness,  who 
relates  no  more  than  he  actually  knows,  conceals  nothing,  oolouri 
nothing,  and  leaves  a  perfectly  fwr  impression  of  the  truth,  ii 
perhaps  the  rarest  of  aU  the  parties  concerned  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice.  No  oae  underitood  this  better  Uian  Williampj 
nd  hie  aganU  vans,  ^  that  yeaj  mgment,  activel;  eiii{)loye<l  is 
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endeavouring  to  pereuade  certain  iodividuais  that  they  kneir'b 
great  deal  more  of  the  facta  connected  with  the  murdera,  than 
the  truth  would  justify.  This  was  not  done  openly  or  dii-ectly; 
not  ID  a  nay  to  alarm  the  consciencea  or  pride  of  those  who  were 
to  be  duped,  but  by  the  agency  of  hints,  and  suggeations,  and 
plausible  reasonings,  aad  all  the  other  obyioua  devices,  by  means 
of  which  the  artful  and  unprincipled  are  enabled  to  act  on  the 
opinions  of  the  credulous  and  incKperienoed. 

While  all  these  aecret  engines  were  at  work  in  the  atreete  of 
Biberry,  the  external  machinery  of  justice  was  aet  in  motion  with 
the  usual  forms.  Naked,  bat  business-like,  the  blind  goddess  waa 
invoked  with  what'is  termed  "republican  simplicity,"  One  of  the 
great  principles  of  which,  in  some  men's  eatimation,  is  to  get  the 
jnasimum  of  work  at  the  minimum  of  cost.  We  are  no  advocates 
for  the  senseless  parade  and  ruthless  expenditure  —  ruthless,  be; 
eauae  extracted  from  the  means  of  the  poor — with  which  the 
governments  of  the  old  world  have  invested  .their  dignity;  and 
we  believe  that  the  reason  of  men  may  be  confided  in,  in  ma- 
naging these  matters,  to  a  certain  extent;  though  net  to  the 
extent  that  it  would,  aeem  to  be  the  feshion  of  the  American 
theories,  fo  be  desirable.  Wigs  of  all  kinds,  even  when  there  is  a 
deficiency  of  hair,  we  hold  in  utter  deteafalion;  and  we  shall 
maintain  that  no  more  absurd  scheme  of  clothing  the  human 
countenance  with  terror  was  ever  devised,  than  to  clothe  it  with 
flax.  Nevertheless,  as  comfort,  decency  and  taste  unite  in  re- 
ocimmending  clothing  of  some  sort  or  other,  we  do  not  see  why 
the  judicial  functionary  should  not  have  his  appropriate  attire  tm 
irell  as  the  soldier,  the  sailor,  or  the  prieat.  It  does  not  neceB- 
rarily  ibllow  that  extravugancea  are  to  be  imitated  if  we  submit 
to  this  practice ;  though  we  incline  to  the  opinion  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  nakedness  of  "  republican  wmplicity,"  which  has  got 
to  be  a  Bott  of  political  idol  in  t^e  land,  has  tta  origin  in  a  spirit 
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ditrt  (ieDoaDees  tbe  past  as  «  spedes  of  moral  eaienMe  b>  Che 
praeont  liioe. 

Let  all  this  be  as  it  nay,  it  is  qsite  certRin  that  "  republitwi 

fHMpHwty" — the  alaag  lever  by  means  of  which  the  artful  move 
tlie  governmetit  —  has  left  the  admiDiatration  of  justioe  among 
OS,  eo  &r  as  esteroals  are  conoeroed,  as  naked  as  maj  be.  Tn- 
deed,  eo  much  fa&ve  tbe  judges  become  exposed  to  sinister  iufla* 
ences,  by  means  of  the  intimacies  with  which  thej  are  invested 
by  means  of  "republican  simplicity,"  that  it  has  been  found 
expedient  to  make  a  special  provision  against  undue  modes  of 
approachiug  their  ears,  all  of  which  would  have  been  far  more 
efficiently  secured  by  doubling  their  salaries,  making  a  respecta- 
ble provision  for  old  age  in  the  way  of  pensions,  and  surrounding 
them  with  such  forms  as  would  keep  the  evil-disposed  at  a  rea- 
sonable distance.  Neither  Timms  nor  "saucy  Williams,"  how- 
ever, reasoned  in  this  fashion.  They  were,  in  a  high  degree, 
practical  men,  and  saw  things  as  they  are;  not  as  they  ought  U' 
be.  Little  .was  either  troubled  with  theories,  regrela,  or  priaci-. 
pies.  It  was  enough  for  each  that  he  was  familiar  with  the 
workings  of  the  system  under  which  he  lived;  and  which  he 
knew  how  to  pervert  in  a,  way  the  most  likely  to  effect  his  own 
purposes. 

The  reader  may  be  surprised  at  the  active  pertinacity  with 
which  Williams  pursued  one  on  trial  for  her  life ;  a  class  of  per- 
sons  with  whom  the  bar  usually  professes  to  deal  tenderly  and  in 
mercy.  But  the  iaot  was  that  he  had  been  specially  retained  by 
the  next  of  kin,  who  had  large  ezpectationa  from  the  abstracted 
hoarda  of  his  aunt ;  and  that  the  fashion  of  the  day  had  enabled 
him  to  achieve  such  a  cent  per  cent  bargiun  with  his  client,  as 
caused  his  own  compensation  altogether  to  depend  on  the  mea- 
cure  of  his  suooesB.  Should  Mary  Monson  be  sentenced  to  the 
inltowa,  it  was  highly  probable  her  revelations  would  put  tha 
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wronged  in  the  v/ay  of  being  righted,  when  this  U>Ab  of  the  law 
would,  in  all  probability,  eome  in  for  a  full  share  of  the  reco- 
vered gold.  How  different  all  this  was  from  the  moliveB  and 
conduct  of  Bunsoomb,  the  reader  will  readily  perceive ;  for,  while 
the  profession  in  this  country  abounds  with  Williams's  and 
Tinims's,  men  of  the  highest  tone  of  feeling,  the  fairest  practice, 
'  Bud  the  clearest  perceptions  of  what  ia  right,  are  hy  no  meoni 
«tmiigers  to  the  bar. 
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CHAPTER  XVin. 

"Thou  hast  already  racked  me  with  thy  stay; 
There fiirB  require  me  not  to  ask  thee  twice: 
Reply  at  once  to  all.     What  in  concluded  T" 

DvRma  the  interval  between  tbe  occurrence  of  the  scene  in" 
court  that  haa  just  been  related,  and  the  appearance  of  Dunacomb 
ftt  Biborry,  the  community  was  rapidly  taking  sides  on  the  subject 
of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Mary  Monson.  The  windows  of  the 
gaol  were  crowded  all  day;  thronga  collecting  there  to  eatch 
glimpses  of  the  extraordinary  female,  who  waa  rightly  enough 
.  reported  to  be  living  in  a  species  of  luxury  in  so  unusual  a  place, 
and  who  was  known  to  play  on  an  instrument  that  the  popular 
mind  waa  a  good  deal  disposed  to  regard  aa  sacred.  As  a  matter 
of  course,  a  hundred  sloriea  were  in  eireulation,  touching  the 
character,  history,  sayings  and  doings  of  this  remarkahle  person, 
that  had  no  foundation  whatever  in  truth ;  for  it  is  an  infirmity 
of  human  nature  to  circulate  and  place  ita  belief  in  falsehoods  of 
this  sort ;  and  more  especially  of  human  nature  as  it  is  exhibited 
in  a  country  where  care  haa  been  taken  to  stimulate  the  curiositj' 
of  the  vulgar,  without  exactly  placing  them  in  a  condition  to  sp 
pease  its  longings,  either  intelligently  or  in  a  very  good  taate. 

i'his  interest  would  have  been  manifested,  in  such  a  case,  had 
there  been  no  particular  moving  cause ;  but  the  secret  practices 
of  Williams  and  Timms  greatly  increased  ita  intensity,  aud  waa 
brining  the  population  of  Duke's  to  a  state  of  excitement  that 
mw  very  littie  favourablo  to  an  impartial  adminiatratjou  of  ju» 
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tide.  DiBcussinns  bad  taken  place  a.t  every  corner,  and  in  all  the 
bar-rooms;  and  many  were  the  alleged  facts  connected  with  the 
murders,  which  had  their  sole  esistence  in  rumour,  that  was  ad- 
duced in  the  heat  of  argument,  or  to  make  out  a  snpposititioua 
case.  All  this  time,  WlUiaftis  wag  either  in  court,  attending 
closely  to  his  different  causes,  or  was  seen  passing  between  tba 
court-house  and  the  tavern,  with  bundles  of  papers  under  hia 
arras,  like  a  man  absorbed  in  business.  Timma  played  a  very 
similar  part,  though  he  found  leisure  to  hold  divers  eoufereucci 
with  several  of  his  confidential  agents.  Testimony  wa^  his  aim; 
and,  half  a  dozen  times,  when  he  fancied  himself  on  the  point 
-of  establishing  something  new  and  iaiporfant,  the  whole  of  tie 
ingenious  iabric  be  bad  reared  came  tumbling  about  bis  ears,  in 
consequence  of  some  radical  defect  in  the  foundation. 

Such  was  the  stale  of  things  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday, 
the  day  preceding  that  which  had  beon  set  down  for  the  trial, 
when  the  stage  arrived  bringing  "  'Squire  Dunscomb,"  his  carpel^ 
bags,  his  trunk,  and  his  books.  Mcl^in  shortly  after  drove  up 
in  his  own  carriage;  and  Anna  was  soon  in  her  mother's  arms. 
Xbe  esdtement,  so  general  in  the  place,  bad  naturally  enou^ 
estended  to  these  females;  and  Mrs.  McBrain  and  her  daughter 
were  soon  el<»eted,  talking  over  the  affiiir  of  Mary  Monson. 

About  eight  that  evening,  Dunsoomb  Mid  Timms  were  busy, 
looking  over  minutes  of  testimony,  luiefe,  and  other  written  do- 
cuments that  were  connected  with  the  approaching  trial.  Mrs. 
Horton  had  reserved  the  best  room  in  her  house  fw  this  dietin* 
guiehe4  counsel ;  an  apartment  in  a  wing  that  was  a  good  dead 
removed  &om  the  noise  and  bustle  of  a  leading  inn,  during  a 
circuit  Here  Dunscomb  had  been  duly  installed,  wid  h«<e  he 
early  set  up  "  his  traps,"  as  he  termed  his  flesb-brushes,  sp(AigM, 
brieis,  and  csliakin-covored  volumes.  Two  tallow  candles  threff 
a  dim,  lawyer-like  light  on  the  bcsm;  while  uaraHad  paper-««ie- 
tuns  shut  out  as  lauoh  «f  B^t  as  «uoh  w  iap«tA»et  aenat 
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(ould  exclude.  Tlie  odour  of  segars  —  excellent  Havannaa,  bj 
the  way  —  waa  fragrant  in  the  place ;  and  one  of  the  little  foun- 
tmna  of  smoke  waa  stuck  knowingly  in  a  corner  of  the  eminent 
BOUBBel'a  mouth,  while  Tiniins  had  garnished  his  skinny  lips 
with  tho  short  stump  of  a  pipe.  Neither  said  anything ;  one  of 
die  parties  presenting  documents  that  the  other  read  in  silence. 
Such  was  the  state  of  matters,  when  a  slight  la,p  at  the  door  waa 
succeeded  by  the  unespected  appearance  of  "saucy  Williams," 
Timms  started,  ga,tliered  together  all  his  papers  with  the  utm<»t 
oare,  and  awaited  the  explanation  of  this  unlooked-for  vvat  with 
the  most  lively  curiosity.  Duuacomb,  on  the  other  hand,  received 
hia  guest  with  urbanity,  and  like  one  who  felt  that  the  wrangling 
of  the  bar,  in  which,  by  the  way,  he  had  too  much  self-respect 
and  good  temper  to  indulge,  had  no  necessary  connection  with 
the  courtesies  of  private  life. 

Williams  had  scarcely  a  claim  superior  to  those  of  Timms,  to 
be  considered  a  gentleman;  though  he  had  the  advantage  of 
having  been  what  is  termed  liberally  educated — a  phrase  of  very 
doubtful  import,  when  put  to  the  test  of  old-fashioned  notions  oa 
Bueh  subjects.  In  manners,  he  had  the  defects,  and  we  may  add 
the  merits,  of  the  school  in  which  he  had  been  educated.  All 
that  has  been  siud  of  Timms  on  this  subject,  in  the  way  of  een- 
snre,  was  equally  applicable  to  Williams;  but  the  last  possessed 
a  self-command,  an  admirable  reliance  on  his  own  qualities,  which 
would  have  fitted  him,  as  regards  this  one  quality,  to  be  an  em- 
peror. Foreigners  wonder  at  the  self-possession  of  Americans  in 
the  presence  of  the  great ;  and  it  is  really  one  of  the  merits  of  the 
institutions  that  it  causes  every  person  to  feel  tliat  he  is  a  man, 
and  entitled  to  receive  the  treatment  due  to  a  being  so  high  in 
the  Bc^e  of  earthly  creations.  It  is  true,  that  this  feeling  often 
Regenerates  into  a  vulgar  and  over-sensitive  jealousy,  Irequently 
nndtauig  its  possessor  exacting  and  ridiculous;  but,  on  tbo 
whole,  the  efibot  !e  manly,  not  to  say  ennobling. 
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Now,  WimamB  waa  Belf-poseesaed  by  nature,  as  well  as  by 
ftssodation  and  education.  Xhough  keenly  alive  to  the  difFcreocM 
Bud  chances  of  fortune,  he  never  auooumbed  to  mere  rank  and 
wealth.  Intriguing  by  disposition,  not  to  say  by  education,  he 
could  affect  a  deference  he  did  not  feel;  but,  apart  from  the  posi- 
tive consequences  of  power,  he  was  not  to  be  daunted  by  the 
presence  of  the  most  maguilicent  sovereign  who  ever  reigned 
No  wonder,  then,  that  he  felt  quite  at  bome  in  the  company  of 
his  present  host;  though  fully  aware  that  be  was  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  New  York  bar.  Aflsproof  of  this  inde- 
pendence may  be  cited  tie  feet  that  he  bad  no  sooner  paid  his 
salutations  and  been  invited  to  be  seated,  than  be  deliberately 
selected  a  segar  from  the  open  bos  of  Dunscomb,  lighted  it,  took 
a  chair,  r^sed  one  leg  coolly  on  the  comer  of  a  table,  and  began 
to  smoke. 

"  The  calendar  is  a  little  crowded,"  observed  this  free-and-easy 
visiter,  "and  is  likely  to  carry  us  over  into  the  middle  of  next 
week.     Are  you  retained  in  Daniels  against  Fireman's  Insu- 

"  I  am  not — a  brief  waa  ofered  by  the  plaintiff,  but  I  declined 
caking  it," 

"A  little  conacientions,  I  annwse.  Well,  I  leave  all  the  sin 
of  my  suite  on  the  sbouldera  of  my  clients.  It  is  bad  enough  to 
title*  to  thdr  griefs,  without  being  called  on  to  tmart  for  them. 
I  have  heard  yo«  are  ia  Cogswell  against  Davidson  ?" 

"  Ja  that  ca«se  I  have  been  retained.  I  may  ae  well  say,  at 
onee,  we  intend  to  move  it  on." 

"It '8  of  no  great  moment — if  you  beat  us  at  tie  circuit,  oot 
lua  will  come  cm  execution," 

"  I  believe,  Mr.  Williams,  your  clicnta  have  a  knack  at  g^ning 
tb«  d*;  in  thai  mode.  It  is  of  no  peat  iata^st  t«  me,  hoirovw, 
u  I  mrely  take  the  muiagomeot  of  a  oa^ae  after  it  ^U  tiie 
■onrtA." 
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"  How  do  you  like  the  Code,  brother  Duoscomb  ?  " 

"Damnable,  sir.  I  am  loo  old,  in  the  first  place,  to  Vka 
(bctnge.  Then  ohaDge  from  bad  to  irorse  is  adding  folly  to  im- 
becility. The  Common  Law  practice  had  its  faults,  I  allow;  but 
this  new  system  has  no  merits." 

"  I  do  not  go  aa  far  aa  that;  and  I  rather  begin  to  like  the 
new  plan  of  remuneration.  We  are  nothing  out  of  pocket,  and 
nometimee  are  a  handsome  sum  in.    You  defend  Mary  Mooson  ?  " 

Timms  felt  aaaured  that  his  old  antagonist  had  now  reached 
tbe  case  that  had  really  brought  him  to  the  room.  He  fidgeted, 
looked  eageriy  round  to  see  that  no  stray  paper  could  fell  beneath 
the  hawk-like  eye  of  the  other  party,  and  then  sat  in  comparative 
composure,  waiting  the  result. 

"I  do,"  Dunsoomb  quietly  replied;  "and  I  shall  do  it  eon 
amore  —  I  suppose  you  know  what  that  means,  Mr.  Williams  ?" 

A  sarcastic  smile  passed  over  the  steeled  countenance  of  the 
other,  his  appearance  being  literally  sardonic  for  an  instant. 

"  I  presume  I  do.  We  know  enough  Latin  in  Duke's  to  gat 
along  with  such  a  quotation;  though  our  friend  Timms  here  de- 
spises the  classics.  '  Con  amore'  means,  in  this  instance,  a  '  lover's 
leal,'  I  suppose;  for  they  tell  me  that  all  who  approach  the 
criminal  suhniits  to  her  power  to  charm." 

"  The  accused,  if  you  please,"  put  in  the  opposing  attorney ; 
"  but  no  criminal,  until  the  word  '  gtdllp'  has  been  pronounced." 

"  I  am  convicted,  They  say  you  are  to  he  the  happy  man, 
l^mms,  in  the  event  of  an  acquittal.  It  is  reported  aJl  over  the 
county,  that  you  are  to  become  Mr.  Monson  as  a  reward  for  your 
services;  and  if  half  that  I  hear  be  true,  you  will  deserve  hor, 
with  a  good  uatate  in  the  barg^u." 

Here  Williams  laughed  heartily  at  hia  own  wit;  bat  Duns- 
tomb  locked  grave,  while  his  tasodate  oounael  looked  angty.  In 
point  of  &ot  tbe  n^l  had  been  hit  on  the  head;  and  oonscaow- 
Km  lighted  the  spirit  within,  with  its  oalm,  mild  glow.    T^ 
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senior  joiinsel  was  too  proud,  and  too  dignified,  to  make  any  rO' 
ply;  but  TimmB  was  troubled  with  no  suet  feeling. 

"  If  there  are  any  such  rumoura  in  old  Duke's,"  retorted  the 
iBBt,  "it  will  not  need  mesmerism  to  discover  their  author.  In 
my  opinion,  the  people  ought  to  carry  on  their  suite  in  a  spirit 
of  liherality  and  justice;  and  not  in  a  vindictive,  malicious  tem- 
per." 

"  We  are  all  of  the  same  way  of  thinking,'^  answered  Wil- 
liams, with  a  sneer.  "  I  consider  it  hberal  to  give  you  a  hand- 
some young  woman  with  a  full  purse ;  though  no  one  can  say 
how,  or  by  whom,  it  has  been  filled.  By  the  way,  Mr.  Dunscomb, 
I  am  instructed  to  make  a  proposal  to  you ;  and  as  Timma  is  in 
the  court,  this  may  he  as  good  a  moment  as  another  to  present  it 
for  consideration.  My  offer  is  from  the  nephew,  nest  of  kin,  and 
sole  heir  of  the  late  Peter  Goodwin ;  by  whom,  as  you  probably 
know,  I  am  ret^ned.  This  gentleman  i&  well  a^urcd  that  his 
deceased  relatives  had  a  large  sum  in  gold  by  them,  at  the  time 
of  the  murders " 

"  Ho  verdict  has  yet  shown  that  there  haS  been  any  murders 
at  all,"  interrupted  Timms. 

"  We  have  the  verdict  of  the  inquest,  begging  your  pardon, 
brother  Timms — 'that  is  something,  surely;  though  not  enough, 
quite  likely,  to  convince  your  mind.  But,  to  proceed  with  my 
proposition :  —  My  client  is  well  assured  that  such  a  secret  ftrad 
existed.  He  also  knows  that  your  client,  gentlemen,  is  flush  of 
money,  and  money  in  gold  coins  that  correspond  with  many  pieces 
that  have  been  seen  by  different  individuids  in  the  possession  of 
our  aunt " 

"Ay,  eagles  and  half-eagles,"  interrupted  Timms — "aresem- 
blauce  diat  comes  frem  the  stamp  of  the  mint." 

"Go  On witki. your  proposition,  Mr.  Williams"  —  said  I>dii»- 
lomb. 

«<  We  <^er  to  withdfur  all  OQT  extr»  couiuel^  myself  ineladed, 
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(nd  to  leave  the  case  altogether  with  the  State,  which  is  verj 
much  the  same  thing  as  au  acquittal ;  provided  you  will  return  to 
OS  five  thousand  dollars  in  this  gold  coin.  Not  pay,  for  that 
might  be  componndiDg  a  felony;  but  return." 

"  There  could  be  no  compounding  a  felony,  if  the  indictment 
be  not  quashed;  but  traversed,"  said  the  senior  counsel  for  the 
defence. 

"  Veiy  true;  but  we  prefer  the  word  'return.'  That  leaves 
everything  clear,  and  will  enable  us  to  face  the  oounty.  Our 
object  is  to  get  our  rights — let  the  State  ta>e  care  of  ita  justice 
for  itself." 

"  You  can  hardly  espect  that  such  a  proposition  should  be 
accepted,  Williams?" 

"  I  am  Dot  so  sure  of  that,  Timma;  life  is  sweeter  than  money 
even.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  answer  of  your  associate,  how- 
ever. You,  I  can  see,  have  no  intention  of  tesaeniug  the  marriage 
portion,  if  it  can  be  helped." 

Such  side-hits  were  so  common  in  court,  as  between  these 
worthies,  that  neither  thought  much  of  thqm  out  of  court.  But 
Williams  gave  a  signal  proof  of  the  aouteness  of  his  observation, 
when  he  expressed  a  wish  to  know  in  what  light  his  proposal  was 
viewed  by  Dunscomb.  That  learned  gentleman  evidently  paid 
mora  respect  to  the  offer  than  had  been  manifested  by  his  asscf 
date;  and  QOW  sat  silently  ruminating  on  its  nature.  Thus 
directly  appealed  to,  he  felt  the  necessity  of  giving  some  sort  of 
ftn  answer. 

"  You  have  come  expressly  to  make  this  proposition  to  us- 
Mr.  Williams  f"  Dunscomh  demanded. 

"  To  be  frank  with  you,  ur,  such  is  the  main  object  of  my 

"  Of  course  it  ia  Ban^aed  by  your  dien^^od  yon  qfeok  by 
tntboii^f" 
:   "ftjafullyawctdonedl^myclient,  who  would  gteatlj  ^cefei 
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the  plsa ;  and  I  act  directly  by  his  written  instructioiiB.  Nothing 
short  of  these  wonid  induce  me  to  make  the  proposition." 

"  Very  well,  air.  Will  an  answer  by  ten  o'clock  thia  evening 
meet  your  views?" 

"  Perfectly  so.  An  answer  at  any  time  between  this  and  the 
Bitting  of  the  court  to-morrow  morning,  will  fully  meet  our  viewg. 
The  terms,  however,  cannot  be  diminished.  Owing  fo  the  short- 
ness of  the  time,  it  may  be  well  to  understand  that." 

"  Then,  Mr.  Williams,  I  aak  a  little  time  for  reflection  and 
consultation.     We  may  meet  again  to-night." 

The  other  assented,  rose,  coolly  helped  himself  to  another 
segar,  and  had  got  as  far  as  the  door,  when  an  expressive  gesture 
from  Timins  induced  him  to  pause. 

"Let  us  nnderstand  each  other,"  said  the  last,  with  em- 
phasis. "  Is  this  a  truce,  with  a  complete  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties; or  is  it  only  a  negotiation  to  be  carried  on  in  the  midst  of 
war?" 

"  I  hardly  comprehend  your  meaning,  Mr.  Timms;  The  ques- 
tion is  simply  one  of  taking  certain  forces — allied  forces,  they 
may  be  called — from  the  field,  and  leaving  you  to  contend  only 
with  the  main  enemy.  There  need  be  nothing  said  of  a  truce, 
rinee  nothing  further  can  he  done  until  the  court  opens." 

"  That  may  do  very  well,  Williams,  for  those  that  haven't 
practised  in  Duke's  as  long  as  myself;  but  it  will  not  do  for  mo. 
There  is  an  army  of  reporters  here,  at  this  moment;  and  I  am 
■fraid  that  the  allies  of  whom  you  speak  have  whole  corps  of 
Ainnishers." 

Williams  maintained  a  countenance  so  tmmoved  that  cvbh  tlia 
iudioious  IHmms  was  a  little  shaken ;  while  Xhinsoomb,  who  had 
all  the  reluctance  of  a  gentleman  to  heheve  in  an  act  cf  mean- 
peBs,  felt  outangM'by  bia  aasodate'B  Bus^oieus. 

"  Come,  come,  Mr.  Timms,"  the  last  exohtimed,  "  1  b^  fte 
Wftjr  )am  no  more  «f  tUe.    iSr.  Willianu  im  otma  wlA  a  |ai>- 
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parilaoQ  wordiy  of  our  ooiuideralioii;  let  ua  meet  it  in  tlie  spiiil 
in  which  it  ia  offered." 

"  Yes,"  repeated  Williams,  with  a  look  that  might  well  have 
explained  his  sobriquet  of  '  saucy  j'  yes,  in  the  spirit  in  which  it 
ia  offered.     Wliat  do  jou  say  to  that,  Timuis?" 

-"  That  I  shall  manage  the  defence  precisely  as  if  no  such  pro. 
position  had  been  made,  or  any  negotiation  accepted.  You  can 
do  the  game  for  the  prosecution." 

"Agreed!"  Williams  rejoined,  maJcing  a  sweeping  gesture 
with  his  hand,  and  immediately  quitting  the  room. 

Dunscomb  was  silent  for  a  minute.  A  thread  of  smoke  arose 
from  the  cud  of  hia  scgar ;  but  the  volume  no  longer  poored  from 
between  his  lips.  He  was  ruminating  loo  intensely  even  to 
Bmoke.  Rising  suddenly,  he  took  his  hat,  and  motioned  towards 
the  door. 

"  Timms,  we  mast  go  to  the  gaol,"  he  said;  "Mary  Monscra 
must  be  spoken  to  at  once." 

"  If  Williams  had  made  his  proposition  ten  days  ago,  there 
might  be  some  use  in  listening  to  it,"  returned  the  junior,  follow- 
ing the  senior  counsel  from  the  room,  carrying  all  the  papers  in 
the  cause  under  an  arm ;  "  but,  now  that  aJl  the  mischief  is  done, 
it  would  be  throwing  away  five  thousand  dollars  te  listen  to  bis 
proposition." 

."We  will  see — we  wiU  see,"  answered  the  other,  hurrying 
down  stairs  —  "what  means  the  rumpus  in  that  room,  Timms 7 
Mrs.  Horton  has  not  treated  me  well,  to  place  a  troublesouM 
nei^bour  so  near  me.  I  shall  stop  and  tell  her  as  much,  as  m 
go  through  the  hall." 

"  You  had  better  not,  'Squire.  We  waut  all  our  friends  jntt 
flow !  and  a  sharp  word  might  cause  us  to  lose  this  woman,  who 
itaa  a  devil  of  a  tongue.  She  tells  me  (hat  a  crazy  man  waa 
bnra^t  here  privately ;  and,  being  well  paid  for  it,  she  has  con- 
le&ted  to  ^TC  him  what  she  calls  her  '  drunkard's  parlour,'  imtil 
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Die  court  baa  settled  his  affair.  Uis  rooio,  like  jour  own,  ia  H 
much  out  of  -he  way,  that  the  poor  fellow  gives  very  little  bou- 
ble  to  the  great  body  of  the  boarders." 

"Ay,  very  little  trouble  to  you,  and  lie  rest  of  you,  in  the 
Qiaiu  buildiDg;  but  a  great  deal  to  me.  I  eball  apeak  to  Mrs 
HortoD  OD  the  subject,  as  we  pass  out." 

"  Bitter  not,  'Squire,  The  woman  is  our  friend  now,  I  know ; 
but  a  warm  word  may  turn  her  Ifl  the  right-about." 

It  ia  probable  Dunscomb  waa  influenced  by  his  cwnpanion; 
for  he  left  the  bouse  without  putting  his  threat  in  esecution.  In 
8  few  minutes  be  and  Timins  were  at  tie  gaol.  As  counsel  could 
not  well  be  refused  admission  to  their  client  on  the  eve  of  trial, 
the  two  lawyers  were  admitted  to  the  gallery  within  the  outer 
door  that  Las  been  so  often  mentioned.  Of  course,  Mary  Monuon 
was  notified  of  the  visit;  and  she  received  them  with  Anna  Up- 
dyke,  the  good,  gentle,  considerate  Anna,  who  was  ever  disposed 
to  help  the  weak  and  to  console  the  unhappy,  at  her  side.  Budb- 
comb  had  no  notion  that  the  intimacy  bad  grown  to  this  head  ; 
but  when  he  came  to  reflect  that  one  of  the  parties  was  to  be 
tried  for  her  life  next  day,  he  was  disposed  to  overlook  the  mani- 
fest indiscretion  of  his  old  favourite  in  being  ia  such  a  place. 
Mrs.  McErMu's  presence  released  him  from  all  responsibility ; 
and  be  returned  the  warm  pressure  of  Anna's  hand  in  kindness, 
if  Dot  with  positive  approbation.  As  for  the  girl  herself,  the 
very  sight  of  "  Uncle  Tom,"  as  she  had  so  long  been  accustomed 
to  call  the  counsellor,  cheered  her  heart,  and  raised  new  hopes  in 
behalf  of  her  friend.  ■ 

In  a  few  clear,  pointed  words,  Dunscomb  let  the  motive  of  his 
fiflit  be  known.  There  was  little  time  to  throw  away,  and  he 
went  directly  at  his  object,  stating  everything  succinctly,  but  in 
&e  most  intelligible  manner.  Nothing  could  have  been  more 
Dalm  than  the  manner  in  which  Mary  Monson  listened  to  bis 
ttatemeilt;  her  deportment  being  as  Meady  as  tlutt  of  one  sitting 
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m  judgment  herself,  rather  than  that  of  a  peraou  whose  ovu  &te 
was  involved  in  the  issue. 

"  It  is  a  large  sum  to  raise  in  so  short  a  tame,"  continued  the 
kind-hearted  Duascomh;  "  but  I  deem  the  proposition  so  impor- 
tant fo  your  interest,  that,  rather  than  lose  this  advantage,  I 
would  not  hesitate  about  adyanciog  the  iwoney  myaslf,  should 
you  be  unprepared  for  so  heavy  a  deniand." 

"As  rtspects  the  money,  Mr.  Dunscomb,"  returned  the  fwr 
prisoner,  in  the  most  easy  and  natural  manner,  "that  need  ffv« 
us  no  concern.  By  sending  a  confidential  messenger  to  town  — ■ 
Mr.  John  Wilmeter,  for  instance"  —  here  Anna  pressed  less 
closely  fo  her  friend's  side — "it  would  be  vety  easy  to  have  five 
hundred  eagles  or  a  thousand  half-eaglea  here,  by  hreakfast-time 
to-morrow.  It  is  not  on  account  of  any  auch  diffieulty  that  I 
hesitate  a  moment.  What  T  dislike  is  the  injustice  of  the  thing. 
I  have  never  touched  a  cent  of  poor  Mra.  Goodwin's  hoard;  and 
it  would  be  false  to  admit  that  I  am  returning  that  which  I  never 


"  We  must  not  be  particular,  ma'am,  on  immaterial  points, 
when  there  is  so  much  at  stake." 

"  It  may  be  iraraaterial  whether  I  pay  money  under  one  form 
or  another,  Mr.  Dunscomb; -but  it  cannot  be  immaterial  to  my 
future  standing,  whether  I  am  acquitted  in  the  teeth  of  this  Mr. 
Williams's  opposition,  or  under  favour  of  his  purchase." 

"  Acquitted  !  Our  ease  is  not  absolutely  clear.  Miss  Monson— 
it  is  my  duty  to  fell  you  as  much!" 

"  I  understand  such  to  be  the  opinion  of  both  Mr.  Timms  ind 
yourself,  air ;  I  like  the  candour  of  your  conduct,  hut  am  not 
Mnverted  to  your  way  of  thinking.  I  shall  be  acquitted,  gontle- 
■aen — yes,  honourably,  triumphantly  acquitted;  and  I  cannot 
consent  to  lessen  the  impression  of  such  a  termination  to  my 
kfbir,  by  putting  myself  in  the  way  of  being  even  suspected  of  a 
roUu^D  with  a  man  like  this  saucy  ^Williams.     It  is  &r  better 
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to  meet  him  openly,  and  to  defy  him  to  do  his  worst.  PerLapa 
Bcme  such  trial,  followed  by  complete  soccesa,  will  be  necessarf 
to  my  future  happinces." 

Anna  now  pressed  nearer  to  the  side  of  her  friend;  passing  an 
arm,  unconsciously  to  herself,  around  her  waiat.  As  for  Duns- 
comb,  he  gazed  at  the  handsorae  prisoner  in  a  sort  of  stupefied 
wonder.  The  place,  the  hour,  the  business  of  the  succeeding 
■day,  and  all  the  accessories  of  the  scene,  had  an  effect  fo  increase 
the  confusion  of  his  mind,  and,  for  the  moment,  to  call  in  quee- 
tion  the  fidelity  of  his  senges.  As  he  gazed  at  the  prison-like 
aspect  of  the  gallery,  his  eye  fell  on  the  countenance  of  Marie 
Moulin,  and  rested  there  in  surprise  for  half  a  minute.  The 
Swiss  maid  was  looking  earnestly  at  her  mistress,  with  an  ex 
pression  of  concern  and  of  care  so  intense,  that  it  caused  the 
counsellor  to  search  for  their  cause.  For  the  first  time  it  flashed 
on  his  mind  that  Mary  Monson  might  be  a  lunatic,  and  that  the 
defence  so  offen  set  up  in  capital  oases  as  to  weary  tie  common 
mind,  might  be  rendered  justly  available  in  this  partieolar  in- 
stance. The  whole  conduct  of  this  serving-woman  had  been  so 
singular;  the  dep6rtment  of  Mary  Monson  herself  was  so  much 
out  of  the  ordinary  rules;  and  the  adhesion  of  Anna  Updyke, 
a  girl  of  singular  prudence  of  conduct,  notwithstanding  her  dis- 
position to  enthusiasm,  ao  marked,  that  the  inference  was  far 
from  unnatural.  Nevertheless,  Mary  Monson  had  never  looked 
more  calm,  more  intellectual ;  never  manifested  more  of  a  mien  . 
of  high  intelligence,  than  at  that  very  instant.  The  singular 
iHumination  of  the  countenance  to  which  we  have  had  occasion 
already  to  allude,  was  conspicuous,  but  it  was  benignant  and 
quiet;  and  the  flush  of  the  cheeks  added  lustre  to  her  eyee. 
Then  the  sentiments  expressed  were  just  and  noble,  free  fronfc 
the  cunning  and  mendacity  of  a  maniac ;  and  such  aa  any  man 
might  be  proud  to  have  the  wife  of  his  bosom  entertain.  AD 
tbew  considerations  qnickly  chased  the  rising  distrust  from  DuiUK 
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GornVn  mind,  and  hia  thougbU  reverted  to  the  bu^ness  that  Lad 
brought  him  there. 

"  Yaa  are  ^e  beet  judge,  ma'am,  of  wbat  will  most  conlribnt* 
to  your  happiness,"  rejoined  the  coimaeilor,  after  a  brief  pause. 
"  Iq  the  ignorance  in  which  we  are  kept  of  the  past,  I  might 
well  add,  the  on^y  judge  ;  though  it  is  possible  that  jour  female 
somjMinions  know  more,  in  this  respect,  than  your  legal  advisers. 
It  is  proper  I  should  say,  once  more,  and  probably  for  the  last 
time,  that  your  case  will  be  greatly  prejudiced  unless  you  enable 
U.1  to  dwell  on  your  past  life  freely  and  tjuly."  ' 

"  I  am  accused  of  murdering  an  unofiending  female  and  her 
huaband ;  of  setting  fire  to  the  dwelling,  and  of  robbing  them  of 
their  gold.  These  are  accusations  that  can  properly  be  answered 
only  by  a  complete  acquittal,  after  a  solemn  investigation.  No 
half-way  measures  will  do.  I  must  be  found  not  guilty,  or  a  blot 
rests  on  my  character  for  life.  My  position  ia  singular  —  I  had 
almost  said  cruel  —  in  some  respects  owing  to  ray  own  wilful- 


Here  Anna  Updyke  pressed  closer  to  her  friend's  side,  as  if 
she  would  defend  her  against  these  self-«ccuaations ;  while  Marie 
Moulin  dropped  her  needle,  and  listened  with  the  liveliest 
curiosity. 

"  In  many  respects,  perhaps,"  continued  Mary,  after  a  short 
pause,  "  and  I  must  take  the  consequences.  Wilfulness  has  ever 
tieen  my  greatest  enemy.  It  has  been  fed  by  perfect  independ- 
ence and  too  much  money.  I  doubt  if  it  be  good  for  woman  to 
be  thus  tried.  We  were  created  for  dependence,  Mr.  Dunscomb; 
dependence  on  our  fathers,  on  our  brothers,  and  perhaps  on  oar 
husbands"  —  here  there  was  another  pause  j  and  the  cbeeks  of 
Ihe  fair  speaker  flushed,  while  her  eyes  became  brilliant  to  light 

"  Perhaps  t"  repeated  the  counsellor,  with  solemn  cmphaaia. 

"T  know  that  men  think  differently  from  us  on  this  rob- 
)eoU- " 
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'■  From  B» — do  jou  desire  loo  to  believe  that  must  womeo 
•//hh  to  be  independent  of  their  husbands?  Ask  the  young 
ivoinan  at  jour  side,  if  that  be  her  Jeeling  of  the  duties  of  her 
sex." 

Anna  dropped  her  head  on  her  bosom,  and  blushed  scarlet. 
In  all  her  day-drooma  of  happiness  with  John  Wilmeter,  the  very 
reverse  of  the  feeling  now  alluded  to,  had  been  uppermost  in  her 
mind ;  and  to  her  nothing  bad  ever  seemed  half  aa  sweet  as  the 
picture  of  leaning  on  him  for  support,  guidance,  authority,  and 
advice.  The  thought  of  independence  would  have  been  painful 
to  hetj  for  a  principle  of  nature,  the  instinct  of  her  sex,  taught 
her  that  the  part  of  woman  was  "  to  love,  honour,  and  oijey."  As 
for  Mary  Monson,  she  quailed  a  little  before  the  severe  eye  of 
Dunscomb ;  but  education,  the  accidents  of  life,  and  possibly  a 
jecret  pria<:iple  of  her  peculiar  temperament,  united  to  stimulate 
her  to  maintain  her  original  ground. 

"  I  know  not  what  may  be  tho  particular  notions  of  Miss  TJp- 
dyke,"  returned  this  singular  being,  "but  I  can  feel  my  own 
longings.  They  are  all  for  independence.  Men  have  not  dealt 
(iurly  by  women.  Possessing  the  power,"  they  have  made  all  the 
laws,  fashioned  all  the  opinions  of  the  world,  in  their  own  favour. 
Let  a  woman  err,  and  she  can  never  rise  from  her  fall;  while 
men  live  with  impunity  in  the  midst  of  their  guilt.  If  a  woman 
think  differently  from  those  around  her,  she  is  expected  to  con- 
ceal her  opinions,  in  order  to  receive  those  of  her  masters.  Even 
in  the  worship  of  God,  the  highest  and  most  precious  of  all  our 
duties,  she  is  expected  to  play  a  secondary  part,  and  act  as  if  the 
Christian  Faith  favoured  the  sentiment  of  another,  which  trachea 
that  women  have  no  souls. ". 

"  All  this  is  as  old  as  the  repining  of  a  very  treacherous  nsr 
tnre,  young  lady,"  answered  Dunscomb,  coolly;  ','and  I  have 
ofleu  heard  it  before.  It  is  not  surprising,  however,  that  a  jmatg, 
handsome,  highlv-educat«d,  and  I  presume  rich,  person  of  joni 
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sex,  should  be  seduced  by  notions  geemingly  so  attractive,  ani 
long  for  what  she  will  be  apt  to  term  the  emancipation  of  bor 
ses.  This  is  an  age  of  emancipation ;  prudent  grey-headed  men 
become  deluded,  and  exhibit  their  folly  by  succumbing  to  a  wild 
and  exceedingly  silly  pbilaothropical  hurrah  !  Even  religion  is 
emancipated  !  There  are  churches,  it  is  true;  but  they  exist  aa 
a])pendages  of  society,  instead  of  being  divine  institutions,  estab- 
lished for  the  secret  purposes  of  unerring  wisdom;  and  we  hear 
men  openly  commending  this  or  that  ecclesiastical  organization, 
because  it  has  more  or  less  of  the  savour  of  republicanism.  But 
one  new  dogma  remains  to  he  advanced  —  that  the  government 
of  the  universe  is  demoeratieal  —  in  which  the  'music  of  the 
spheres'  is  a  popular  song;  and  the  disappearance  of  a  world  a 
matter  to  be  referred  to  the  people  in  their  primary  capacity. 
Among  other  absurdities  of  the  hour  is  a  new  law,  giving  to 
married  women  the  control  of  their  property,  and  drawing  a  line 
of  covetousness  across  the  bolster  of  evety  marriage  bed  in  the 
State  '." 

"  Surely,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  a  man  of  your  integrity,  character, 
manliness;  and  principles,  would  defend  the  weaker  ses  in  the 
maintenance  of  ifa  rights  against  prodigality,  tyranny,  and  ne- 
glect !" 

"  These  are  so  many  words,  my  dear  ma'am,  and  are  totally 
without  meaning,  when,  thoroughly  sifted.  God  created  woman 
*x>  be  a  help-meet  to  man — to  comfort,  solace,  and  aid  him  in  hia 
pursuit  after  worldJy  happiness;  but  always  in  a  dependent  rela- 
tion. The  marriage  condition,  viewed  in  its  every-day  aspect,  has 
sufficient  causes  of  disagreement,  without  drawing  in  this  of  pro. 
perty.  One  of  the  dearest  and  nearest  of  its  ties,  indeed,  that 
of  a  perfect  identification  of  interesla,  is  at  once  cut  off  by  this 
foolish,  not  to  say  wicked  attempt  to  light  the  torch  of  contentdon 
in  every  household.  It  were  better  to  teach  our  women  not  to 
throw  Ihemselvea  away  on  men  who  cannot  be  trusted;  to  ineni 
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oate  the  ueeessty  of  not  morryiDg  in  haate  to  repent  at  leisure, 
than  to  tinker  the  old,  venerable,  and  long-tried  usages  of  om 
Others,  hj  crotuhets  that  come  far  more  from  the  fcTeriah  auda- 
city of  i^orance,  than  from  philosophy  or  wisdom.  Why,  unless 
the  oourta  interpose  their  prudence  to  rectify  the  hlundera  of  the 
legislature,  as  they  have  already  done  a  hundred  times,  the 
labourer's  wife  may  have  her  .action  agdnst  her  husband  for  the 
earthen  bowl  he  has  broken ;  and  the  man  may  be  sued  by  the 
wife  for  rent !  The  happiness  of  every  home  is  hourly  put  in 
jeopardy,  in  order  that,  now  and  then,  a  wife  may  be  saved  from 
the  courses  of  a  speculator  or  a  spendthrift." 

"  Might  not  this  have  been  done  before,  uncle  Tom,  by  meana 
of  Bettlementa  f"  asked  Anna,  with  interest. 

"  Certainly ;  and  that  it  is  which  renders  all  this  silly  quackery 
BO  much  the  worse.  In  those  cases  in  which  the  magnitude  of 
the  stake  might  seero  t«  demand  extraordinary  care,  the  meana 
already  existed  for  providing  all  useful  safeguards  j  and  any  new 
legislation  was  quite  unnecessary.  This  very  kw  will  produce 
twenty-fold  more  ^inhappiness  in  fiimilies,  than  it  will  prevent  of 
misery,  by  setting  up  distinct,  and  often  conflicting -interests, 
among  those  who  ought  to  live  as  '  bone  of  their  bone,  and  flesh 
of  their  flesh." 

"  You  do  not  ^ve  to  woman  her  proper  place  in  society,  Mr, 
Dunacomb,"  returned  Mary  Monson,  haughtily;  "your  com- 
ments are  those  of  a  bachelor.  I  have  heard  of  a  certain  Miss 
Millinglen,  who  once  had  an  interest  with  you,  and  who,  if  living, 
would  have  taught  you  juster  sentiments  on  this  subject." 

Dunscomb  turned  aa  white  as  a  sheet ;  his  hand  and  lip  qni- 
vered ;  and  all  desire  I'D  continue  the  discourse  suddenly  left  him. 
The  gentle  Anna,  ever  attentive  to  his  wishes  and  ailings,  stole 
to  his  side,  silently  offering  a  glass  of  water.  She  had  seen  this 
agitation  before,  and  knew  there  was  a  leaf  in  "  Ufiole  Tom'^ 
hiitoiy  that  he  did  not  wish  every  vulgar  eye  to  read. 
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As  for  Mary  Monaon,  aho  went  into  her  cell,  like  one  wlio  do- 
olinetl  any  further  communicatinn  with  her  eounae!.  Tinuns  was 
Btruek  with  her  lofty  and  decided  manner;  but  stood  too  much 
in  awe  of  her,  to  interpoae  a  remonstrance.  After  a  few  minutoB 
,  taken  by  Dunacomb  to  regain  Lis  self-command,  and  a  brief  con- 
sullation  together,  the  two  lawyers  quitted  the  prison.  All  this 
time,  the  accused  remained  in  her  ceil,  in  resQitful  silence, 
closely  and  atmMisly  watched  by  the  searching  (^   >i  her  BeuiM 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

■  MelhlnkB,  K  M  1  guan,  the  fault's  but  amsU, 
It  migiit  be  pardoned." 

•nt  OrphoK 

Perhaps  no  surer  test  of  liigli  principles,  aa  it  is  certain  no 
more  accurate  test  of  high  breeding  can  be  found,  than  a  distaste 
for  iajurious  gossip.  In  woman,  subject  aa  she  is  unquestionably 
bj  her  education,  habits,  and  active  curiosify,  to  the  influence  of 
this  vice,  its  existence  is  deplorable,  leading  to  a  thousand  wrongs, 
among  the  chief  of  which  is  a  false  appreciation  of  ourselvea ; 
but,  when  men  submit  to  so  vile  a  propensity,  they  become  con- 
temptible, as  well  aa  wicked.  As  a  result  of  long  observation, 
we  should  say  that  those  who  are  moat  obnoxious  to  the  just 
condemnation  of  the  world,  are  the  most  addicted  to  finding  faulta 
in  others;  and  it  ia  only  the  comparatively  good,  who  are  so  be- 
cause they  are  humble,  that  abstain  from  meddling  and  dealing 
in  Boandal. 

When  one  reflects  on  the  great  amount  of  injustice  that  is  thna 
inflicted,  without  even  the  most  remote  hope  of  reparation,  bow 
&r  a  looae,  ill-considered  and  ignorant  remark  will  float  on  the 
tongues  of  the  idle,  how  much  unmerited  misety  is  oftentimes 
entailed  by  such  unweigbed  naaertjona  and  opinions,  and  how 
small  is  the  return  of  benefit  in  any  form  whatev«',  it  would 
almoel  appeu*  a  neoessary  moral  consequence  that  the  world,  by 
general  otmsent,  would  determine  to  eradicate  so  peraioious  as 
•vil,  in  the  common  interMt  of  maukiud.    That  it  does  not,  is 
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j^obably  owing  to  tlie  power  that  is  still  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Father  of  Sin,  bj  the  Infinite  Wisdom  that  has  seen  fit  ffl  place 
us  in  this  condition  of  trial.  The  parent  of  all  lies,  gossip,  b 
one  of  the  most  iamiliar  of  the  means  he  employs  to  put  bis 
lalseboods  ia  circulation. 

Thia  vice  is  heartless  and  dangerous  when  confined  to  its  natural 
limits,  the  circles  of  society ;  but,  when  it  invades  the  outer  walks 
of  life,  and,  most  of  all,  when  it  gets  mixed  up  with  the  adrai- 
.nistration  of  justice,  it  becomes  a  tyrant  as  ruthless  and  injurious 
in  its  way,  as  he  who  fiddled  while  Rome  was  in  flames.  We 
have  no  desire  to  exaggerate  the  evils  of  the  state  of  society  ia 
which  we  live  ;  but  an  honest  regard  to  truth  wiil,  we  think,  in- 
duce every  observant  man  to  lament  the  manner  in  which  this- 
power,  under  the  guise  of  popular  opinion,  penetrates  info  al!  the- 
avenues  of  the  courts,  corrupting,  perverting,  and  often  destroy- 
ing, the  healthful  action  of  their  systems. 

Biberry  furnished  a  clear  example  of  the  truth  of  these  remark* 
on  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  Mary  Monson  was  to  be  tried. 
The  gaol-window  bad  it-a  crowd  of  course ;  and  though  the  dispo- 
nUon  of  curtains,  and  other  similar  moans  of  concealment,  com- 
pletely baffled  vulgar  curiosity,  they  could  not  cloak  the  resentful 
feelings  fo  which  this  reserve  gave  birth.  Most  of  those  who- 
were  drawn  thither  belonged  to  a  class  who  fancied  it  was  not 
affliction  enough  to  be  accused  of  two  of  the  highest  crimes 
known  ta  the  taws ;  bat  that  to  thia  grievous  misfortune  should  be 
added  a  aubmisaion  to  the  stare  of  the  mnltitude.  It  was  the  people's 
laws  the  accused  was  supposed  to  have  disregarded ;  and  it  w»» 
their  privilege  to  anticipate  punishment,  by  insult. 

"  Why  don't  she  show  herself,  and  let  the  public  look  on  her?" 
demanded  one  curious  old  man,  whose  head  had  whitened  under 
K  steadily  increasing  misconception  .of  what  tii&  righte  of  t^ 
pabtic  were.  *<I'Te  seen  mni^erers  afore  now,  imd  ain't  s  ^ 
*&anl  OB  'em,  if  they  be  well  ironed  anfl  lo<^d  a'ter." 
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This  Bally  produced  a  heartless  laugh;  for,  sooth  to  say,  whera 
one  fccis,  under  such  oircum stances,  as  reusnn,  and  justice,  and 
revelation  would  fell  them  to  feel,  ten  feel  as  the  demons  prompt. 

"  You  cannot  expect  that  a  lady  of  fashion,  who  plays  on  the 
harp  and  talks  French,  will  show  her  pretty  fiice  to  be  gazed  at 
by  conunon  folk,"  rejoined  a  shabhy-genteel  sort  of  personage, 
out  of  whose  wMstcoat-pocket  obtruded  the  leaves  of  a  small  note- 
book, and  the  end  of  a  gold  pen.  This  man  was  a  reporter,  ren- 
dered malignant  by  meeting  with  opposition  to  his  views  of- 
imagining  that  the  universe  was  created  (o  furnish  paragraphs  for 
newspapers.  He  was  a  haJf-edncate'd  European,  who  pronounced 
ail  hia  words  in  a  sort  of  boarding-^hool  dialect,  as  if  abbrevia- 
(jon  offended  a  taste  'sicken'd  over  hj  learning.' 

Another  laugh  succeeded  this  supercilious  sneer;  and  three  or 
four  lads,  half-grown  and  clamorous,  called  aloud  the  name  of 
"  Mary  Monson,"  demanding  that  she  should  show  herself.  At 
that  moment  the  accused  was  on  her  knees,  with  Anna  Updyke 
at  her  side,  praying  for  that  support  which,  as  the  crisis  arrived, 
she  found  to  he  more  and  more  necessary  I 

Changing  from  the  scene  to  the  open  street,  we  find  a  petti- 
fogger, one  secretly  prompted  by  Williams,  spreading  a  report 
that  had  its  origin  no  one  knew  where,  but  which  was  gradually 
finding  its  way  to  the  ears  of  half  the  population  of  Duke's,  ex- 
citing prejudice  and  inflicting  wrong. 

"  It 's  the  curi'stest  story  I  ever  heard,"  swd  Sam  Tongue,  na 
tba  pettifogger  was  usually  styled,  though  his  real  name  was 
Hubbs ;  "  and  one  so  hard  to  believe,  that,  though  I  tell  it,  I  call 
on  no  man  to  believe  it.  Ton  see,  gentlemen"  —  the  little  group 
around  him  was  oomposed  of  suitors,  witneases,  jurors,  grand- 
jnrors,  and  others  of  a  stamp  that  usually  mark  these  several 
oUaseB  of  men — "  that  the  account  now  is,  that  this  Mary  Mon- 
Bon  WM  Bent.ahniad  for  her  sohoolin'  when  only  ten  years  old; 
mi  that  she  staid  in  *the  old  countries  long  enough  to  I'aro  to 
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play  the  harp,  and  other  deviltri^  of  the  same  oatur'.  It  'a  t 
misfortin',  as  I  say,  for  any  young  woman  to 'be  sent  out  of 
Ameriky  for  an  edicatiou.  EdicatioD,  as  everybody  koows,  is  the 
groat  gloiy  of  out  country  j  and  a  body  would  think  that  what 
can't  be  I'arti't  here,  isn't  worth  knowin'." 

This  sentiment  was  well  received,  aa  would  be  aLy  opinion 
that  asserted  American  superiority,  with  that  particular  class  of 
listeners.  Eye  turned  to  eye,  nod  answered  nod,  and  a  murmm 
expressive  of  i^probatiou  passed  through  the  little  crowd. 

"  But  there  was  no  gieat  harm  in  that,"  put  in  a  person  named 
Hicks,  who  was  accustomed  to  connect  consequences  with  their 
causes,  and  to  trace  causes  down  to  their  consequences.  "  Any- 
body might  have  been  edicated  in  France  as  well  as  Mary  Mon- 
Eon.      Thai  will  hardly  tell  ag'ia  her  on  thfe  trial." 

"  I  didn't  say  it  would,"  answered  Sam  Tongue ;  "  though  it's 
gin'rally  conceded  that  France  is  no  country  for  religion  or  true 
freedom.  Give  me  religion  and  freedom,  say  I ;  a  body  can  got 
along  with  bad  crops,  or  disapp'iutmeats  iu  gia'ral,  so  long  as  he 
has  plenty  of  religion  and  plenty  of  freedom." 

Another  murmur,  another  movement  in  the  group,  and  other 
nods  denoted  the  spirit  in  which  this  was  rc'ceived  too. 

"  All  this  don't  make  ag'in  Mary  Monson ;  'specially  as  you 
say  she  was  sent  abroad  so  young.  It  wasn't  her  fault  if  hei 
pai-ents " 

"  She  had  no  parents — there  's  the  great  mystery  of  her  case- 
Never  had,  so  far  as  can  be  discovered.  A  gal  without  parents, 
without  fri'nds  of  any  sort,  is  edicated  in  a  foreign  land,  I'ams  to 
Bpeak  foreign  tongues,  plays  on  foreign  music,  and  comes  horn* 
n'ter  she 's  grown  up,  with  her  pockets  aa  full  as  if  she  'd  been 
to  Caiifomy  and  met  a  vein ;  and  no  one  can  tell  where  it  al! 
5orae  from !" 

"  Well,  that  won't  tell  ag'in  her,  ne'ther,"  rejoined  Hidis,  who 
lud  now  defended  the  accused  so  much  that  he  began  to  takeai> 
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interoat  in  her  acquittal.  "  Evidence  must  be  direct,  and  have  i 
p'int,  to  tell  ag'ia  man  or  woman.  Ab  for  Califomj,  it's  made 
lawful  by  treaty,  if  Cotigresa  will  onJy  let  it  alone." 

"  I  know  that  as  well  as  the  beat  lawyer  in  Duke's ;  but  cha- 
racter can  tell  ag'in  an  accused,  as  is  very  likely  to  be  showB  in 
the  Oyer  and  Tarminer  of  this  day.  Character  counts,  let  me 
teil  you,  when  the  facta  get  a  little  confused;  and  thig  is  just 
what  I  waa  about  to  say.  Mary  Monson  has  money;  where  doea 
it  come  from?" 

"  Those  that  think  her  guilty  say  tbat  it  conies  from  poor  Mrs. 
Goodwin's  stockin',"  returned  Hicks,  with  a  laugh;  "but,  for 
my  part,  I've  seen  that  stockin',  and  am  satisfied  it  didn't  hold 
five  Iiandred  dollars,  if  it  did  four." 

Here  the  reporter  but  with  his  notes,  scribbling  away  for  some 
time.  That  evening  a  paragraph,  a  little  altered  to  give  it  point 
and  interest,  appeared  in  an  evening  paper,  in  which  the  conflicts 
ing  statements  of  Tongue  and  Hicks  were  so  presented,  that 
neitlier  of  these  worthies  could  have  recognised  his  own  child. 
That  paper  was  in  Biberry  next  morning,  and  had  no  inconsider- 
able influence,  ultimately,  on  the  fortunes  of  the  accused. 

In  the  bar-room  of  Mrs.  Horton,  the  discussion  was  also  lively 
and  wily  on  this  same  subject.  As  this  was  a  place  mnch  fre- 
quented by  the  jurors,  the  agents  of  Timms  and  Williams  were 
very  numerous  in  and  around  that  house.  The  reader  is  not  to 
suppose  that  these  men  admitted  directly  to  themselves  even,  the 
true  character  of  tho  rascally  business  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged ;  for  their  employers  were  much  top  shrewd  not  to  cover, 
to  a  certnin  degree,  the  deformity  of  their  own  acta.  One  set 
had  been  told  that  they  were  favouring  justice,  brining  down 
Bfisloeratic  pride  to  the  level  of  the  rights  of  the  mass,  demon- 
strating that  this  was  a  free  country,  by  one  of  (he  very  vilest 
pioceduree  Uiat  ever  pi^lnted  the  fountains  of  justice  at  theii 
very  wuree.     On  the  other  hand,  the  agents  of  Timms  had  been 
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persuadeil  that  they  were  working  in  behalf  of  a  persecuted  and 
iDJured  woman,  who  was  pressed  upon  by  the  well  known  ■t^aricg 
of  the  nephew  of  the  Uoodwin'',  ■»nd  who  wa""  la  dvigcr  of  bi> 
coming  the  victim  of  a  chain  of  exfraordinary  occurrences  thai 
had  thrown  her  into  the  mL'.hes  of  the  liw  It  is  true,  this 
reasoning  was  backed  by  liber  il  gifts,  which,  however,  weremada 
to  assume  the  nspect  of  competition  fiiirly  earned ;  for  the  biggest 
villain  going  derives  a  certain  degree  of  satisfaction  in  pei-suadiiig 
himself  that  he  is  acting  under  the  influence  of  motives  to  which 
he  is,  in  truth,  a  stranger.  The  homage  which  vice  pays  to  virtue 
is  on  a  much  morb  extended  scale  than  is  commonly  supposed. 

Williams's  men  had  much  the  best  of  it  with  the  moss.  They 
addressed  themselves  (o  prejudices  as  wide  as  the  dominion  of 
man ;  and  a  certain  personal  zeal  was  mingled  with  their  cupidity. 
Then  they  had,  by  far,  the  easiest  task.  He  who  merely  aids  the 
evi!  principles  of  our  nature,  provided  he  conceal  the  cloven  foot, 
is  much  more  sure  of  finding  willing  listeners  than  he  who  looks 
lor  support  in  the  good.  A  very  unusual  sort  of  story  was  circu- 
lated in  this  bar-room  at  the  espense  of  the  accused,  and  which 
carried  with  it  more  credit  than  common,  in  consequence  of  its 
being  BO  much  out  of  the  beaten  track  of  events  as  to  geem  to 
set  invention  at  defiance. 

Mary  Monaon  was  said  to  be  an  heiress,  well  connected,  and 
well  educated  —  or,  as  these  three  very  material  circumstances 
wore  stated  by  the  Williams'  men — "  well  to  do  herself,  of  friends 
well  to  Ao,  and  of  eseellent  schooling."  She  had  been  married 
to  a  person  of  equal  position  in  society,  wealth  and  character,  but 
many  years  her  senior  —  loo  many,  the  story  went,  considering 
her  own  time  of  life ;  for  a  great  difference,  whan  one  of  the  par- 
ties is  youthful,  is  apt  to  tax  the  tastes  too  severely — and  thai 
Mnnecfion  had  not  proved  happy.  It  Lad  been  formed  abroad, 
lud  more  on  foreign  than  on  American  principles ;  the  bridegroom 
b^g  A  Frenchman.     It  was  what  is  oslled  a  mariago  de  raitoft 
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made  through  the  agency  of  fripnda  and  czecutorfa,  rather  than 
through  the  syinpathiea  and  feelings  that  should  alone  hring  man 
and  woman  together  in  this,  the  closest  union  known  to  human 
beings.  After  a  year  of  married  life  ahroad,  the  iinniaUihed 
couple  had  come  to  America,  whore  the  wife  possessed  a  verj 
ample  fortune.  This  estu.te  the  recently  enacted  laws  gave  solely 
and  absolutely  to  herself;  and  it  s.i  ii  became  a  source  of  dissou- 
Bion  hetweon  man  and  wife.  The  hus!iiini,t,  quite  naturally,  con- 
Bidered  him  self  en  titled  to  advise  and  direct,  and,  in  some  raeaanro, 
to  control,  while  the  affluent,  youthful,  and  pretty  wife,  was  in- 
dispoEed  to  yield  any  of  the  independence  she' so  much  prized; 
but  which,  in  aooth,  was  asserted  in  the  very  teeth  of  one  of  the 
m(»t  salutary  laws  of  nature.  In  consequence  of  this  very  dif- 
ferent manner  of  viewing  the  marriage  relation,  a  coolness  ensued, 
which  was  shortly  followed  by  the  diwappearance  of  the  wife. 
This  wife  was  Mary  Mnnson,  who  had  secreted  herself  in  the 
xetired  dwelling  of  the  Goodwins,  while  the  hired  agents  of  her- 
husband  were  running  up  and  down  the  land  in  search  of  the 
fugitive  in  places  of  resort.  To  this  account,  so  strange,  and  yet 
in  many  respects  so  natural,  it  was  added  that  a  vein  of  occult 
niaduese  existed  in  the  lady's  family ;  and  it  was  suggested  tiat, 
as  BO  much  of  her  conduct  as  was  out  of  the  ordinary  course 
might  be  tiaced  to  this  malady,  60  was  it  also  possible  that  the 
terrible  incidents  of  the  fire  and  the  deaths  were  to  be  imputed 
ito  the  -same  deep  affliction.  ^ 

We  are  far  from  saying  that  any  nimour  espreaced  in  the 
[terms  we  have  used,  was  circulating  in  Mrs,  Horton'a  bar-room; 
liut  one  that  contained  all  their  essentials  was.  It  is  one  of  the 
curious  effects  of  the  upward  tendency  of  truth  that  almost  every 
efibrt  to  conceal  it  altogether  fails;  and  this  at  the  very  time 
idien  idle  and  Jieartlcas  gossip  is  filling  Ibe  world  with  lies'.  The 
tongue  d^ee  a  dious&Bd  times  more  evil  than  the  sword ;  destroys 
sore  tii^pine§8,  inflicts  inose  inearable  bounds,  leaves  deepe 

Ho.tPritiyGoOgle 


md  more  indelible  scara.    Truth  is  rarely  met  with  nnalloyed  b 
falsehood. 


Wits  the  judgment  of  Pope  a  century  since;  nor  has  all  the 
boasted  progress  of  these  later  times  induced  a  change.  It  is 
remarkable  that  a  country  which  seems  bouostly  devoted  to  im- 
provein.ent  of  every  sort,  that  has  a  feverish  desire  to  take  the 
'  lead  in  the  warfare  against  all  sorts  and  species  of  falsehood, 
gives  not  the  slightest  heed  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  the 
channels  of  intelligence  pure,  as  well  as  opea!  Such  Ja  the  fact; 
and  it  is  a  iqelancholy  bat  a  just  admission  to  acknowledge  that 
with  all  the  means  of  publicity  preserved  by  America,  there  is 
no  country  in  which  it  ia  more  difficult  to  get  unadulterated  truth 
impressed  on  tho  coiamon  mind.  The  same  wire  that  transmits 
a  true  account  of  the  price  of  cotton  from  Halifax  to  New  Or- 
leans, carries  a  spark  that  imparts  one  that  ia  false.  The  two 
arrive  together;  and  it  is  not  until  each  has  done  its  work  that 
the  real  fact  is  ascertMned. 

Notwithstanding  these  undoubted  obstacles  to  the  circulation 
of  unalloyed  truth,  that  upward  tendency  to  which  we  have 
alluded  occasionally  brings  out  clear  and  strong  raya  of  the  divine 
quality,  that  illumine  the  moral  darkness  on  which  they  abine, 
as  the  sun  touches  the  verge  of  the  thunder-cloud.  It  is  in  this 
way  that  an  occasional  report  is  heard;  coming  from  no  one 
knows  where;  originating  with,  no  one  knows  whom;  circulating 
in  a  sort  of  under-current  beneath  the  torrents  of  falsehood,  that 
is  singularly,  if  it  be  not  absolutely  correct. 

Of  this  character  was  the  strange  rumour  that  found  ita  way 
into  Biberry  on  the  morning  of  Mary  Monson's  trial,  touching- 
the  history  of  that  mysterioiis  young  woman's  past  life.  Wilmeter 
heard  it,  first,  with  a  pang  of  disappointment,  though  Anna  had 
Dttiily  regained  her  power  in  hia  heart ;  and  this  pang  waa  imme- 
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diately  Bucosoded  by  unbounded  surprise.  lie  told  the  (ale  to 
Millington;  and  togethor  they  endeavoured  to  trace  the  report 
to  soiiiothiug  like  its  source.  Al!  efforts  of  this  nature  were  in 
vain.  One  had  heard  the  story  from  another ;  but  no  one  could 
say  whence  it  came  originally.  The  youag  men  gave  the  pursuit 
up  as  useless,  and  proceeded  together  towards  the  room  of  Timms, 
where  they  knew  DuBsconab  was  to  be  fou'nd,  just  at  that  time. 

"  It  is  remarkable  that  a  story  of  this  nature  should  be  in  such 
general  circulation,"  sjud  John,  "and  no  one  be  able  to  tell  who 
brought  it  to  Biberry.  Parts  of  it  seem  extravagant.  Do  they 
not  strike  you  so,  sir?" 

"  There  is  nothing  too  extravagant  for  some  women  to  do," 
answered  Millington,  thoughtfully.  "  Now,  on  such  a  person  as 
Sarah,  or  even  on  Anna  Updyke,  some  calculations  might  be 
made — certain  caiculations,  I  might  saj;  but,  there  are  women, 
Jack,  on  whom  one  can  no  more  depend,  than  on  the  constancy 
of  the  winds," 

"  I  admire  your  — '  even  on  Anna  Updyke  ! ' " 

"Do  you  not  agree  with  mef"  returned  the  unobservant  Mil- 
lington. "  I  have  always  conaidered  Sarah's  friend  as  a  particu- 
larly reliable  and  safe  sort  of  person. 

"  Kven  on  Anna  Updyke  !  —  and  a  particularly  reliable  and 
$afr  inrt  of  person  ! — You  have  thought  this,  Mike,  because  she 
is  barati'a  bosom  friend!" 

"That  mat/  have  prejudiced  me  in  her  favour,  I  will  allow; 
for  I  like  most  things  that  Sarah  likes." 

John  looked  at  his  friend  and  future  brofher-in-Iaw  with  an 
amused  surprise ;  the  idea  of  liking  Anna  Updyke  on  any  account 
but  her  own,  striking  him  as  particularly  absurd.  But  Ihcy  were 
toon  at  Timms's  door,  and  the  conversation  dropped  as  a  matt«r 
•f  course. 

No  one  who  has  ever  travelled  much  in  the  interior  of  Ame- 
poa,  can  eafdiy  mistake  the  eharaoter  of  one  of  the  small  edifioea, 
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wiih  thi;  gable  to  the  street,  ornamented  with  what  iire  erro- 
iicoubIj  termed  Venitiaa  bliuda,  painted  white,  and  with  an  air 
of  tflbaoco-smoke  and  the  shabby-genteel  about  it,  notwithstand- 
ing its  architectural  pretensions.  This  is  a  lawyer's  office,  thus 
brought  edgeways  to  the  street,  as  if  its  owner  felt  the  necessity 
.  of  approaching  the  thoroughfare  of  the  world  a  little  less  directly 
than  the  rest  of  mankind.  It  often  happens  that  these  buildings, 
small  as  they  usually  are,  contain  two,  or  even  three  rooms;  and 
that  the  oocupanfa,  if  single  men,  sleep  in  them  as  well  as  trans- 
act their  business.  Such  was  the  ease  with  Timms,  his  "  office," 
as  the  structure  was  termed,  containing  his  bed-room,  in  addition 
to  an  inner  and  an  outer  apartment  devoted  to  the  purposes  of 
the  law.  Dunscomb  was  in  the  sanctum,  while  a  single  clerk  and 
three  or  four  clients,  countrymen  of  decent  exterior  and  very 
expecting  countenances,  occupied  the  outer  room.  John  and 
MillingtoJi  went  into  the  presence  with  little  or  no  hesitation. 

Wibncter  was  not  accustomed  to  much  circumlocution;  and 
he  at  once  communicated  the  substance  of  the  strange  rumour 
that  was  in  circulation,  touching  their  interesting  client.  The 
uncle  listened  with  intense  attention,  turning  pale  as  the  nephew 
proceeded.  Instead  of  answering  or  making  any  comment,-  ho 
sank  upon  a  chair,  .leaned  his  hands  on  a  table  and  his  head  on 
his  hands,  for  fully  a  minute."  All  were  struck  with  these  signs  - 
of  agitation;  hut  no  one  dared  to  interfere.  At  length,  this 
awkward  pause  came  to  a  close,  and  Dunscomb  raised  his  head, 
the  face  still  pale  and  a^tated.  His  eye  immediately  sought  that 
of  Millingkin. 

"  You  had  heard  this  story,  Michael?"  demanded  the  oood- 
»e!lor. 

"  I  had,  sir.     John  and  I  went  together  to  try  to  tteae  it  to 
•ome  authority." 

"With  what  sucoess?" 

"  None  whatever.     It  is  in  every  one'a  month,  fant  no  one  can 
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Ka,j  whence  it  came.  Moat  rumours  have  a  clue,  but  lliis  Beemi 
to  have  none." 

"  Do  you  trace  the  connection  which  has  struck  —  which  him 
oppressed  mo !"' 

"  I  do,  air,  and  was  ao  atruck  the  moment  I  heard  the  rumour, 
for  the  facts  are  in  singular  conformity  with  wliat  you  communi- 
cated to  me  some  montba  since." 

"  They  are,  indeed,  and  create  a  strong  probability  that  there 
is  more  truth  in  this  rumour  than  is  commonly  to  be  found  in 
Buch  reports.     What  has  become  of  Timms  ?" 

"On  the  ground,  'Squire,"  answered  that  worthy  from. the 
outer  room  —  "just  despatching  my  clerk"  —  thia  word  he  pro- 
nounced 'clurk'  instead  of  'dark,'  by  way  of  showing  he  knew 
how  to  spell — "  with  a  message  to  one  of  my  men.  He  will  find 
him,  and  be  with  us  in  a  minute." 

Id  the  mean  time,  Timma  had  a  word  to  say  to  each  client  in 
Buoceasion ;  getting  rid  of  them  all  by  merely  telling  each  a*au, 
in  his  turn,  there  was  not  the  ahadow  of  doubt  that  he  would  get 
the  better  of  hia  opponent  in  the  trial  that  waa  so  near  at  hand. 
It  may  be  said  here,  as  a  proof  how  much  a  legal  prophet  may 
be  mistaken,  Timms  was  aubaeqnently  beaten  in  eaeh  of  thea( 
thruG  suits,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  au  many  anxious  hna- 
handmen,  each  of  whom  fondly  coufiled  on  success,  fcota  the  oily 
promises  he  had  received. 

In  a  very  few  minutes  the  agent  expected  by  Ticums  appeared 
in  the  office.  He  was  plain-looking,  rather  rough  and  honest  in 
kppearanee,  with  a,  most  wily,  villanous  leer  of  the  eye.  Bii 
employer  introduced  him  as  Mr.  Johnson. 

""Well,  Johnson,  what  news?"  commenced  Timms.  "  Thew 
are  frienda  to  Mary  Monson,  and  you  can  apeak  out,  always 
avoiding  partic'Iar  partic'Iars." 

Jobnaou  leered,  helped  himself  to  a,  chew  of  tobacco  with 
great  delibentiop,^^  tiiok  he  had  when  he  needed  a  moment  of 
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thoaght  before  he  mode  his  revel^tione ;  bowed  respeotiully  to 
the  great  York  lawyer;  took  a  good  look  at  eacli  of  the  youog 
men,'  m  if  to  measure  their  means  of  doing  good  or  harm;  and 
then  condescended  to  reply. 

"  Not  very  good,"  was  the  answer.  "  That  foreign  instrumeot,  _ 
which  they  say  is  just  such  an  one  aa  David  used  when  he  played 
before  Saul,  has  done  a  good  deal  of  harm.  It  won't  do,  'Squire 
Tinima,  to  fiddle  off  an  indictment  for  murder  I  Mankind  geta 
engaged  in  such  causes ;  and  if  they  desire  music  on  the  trial, 
it's  the  music  of  law  and  evidence  that  they  want." 

"  Have  you  heard  any  reports  oonocming  Mary  Monson'a  past 
life?  —  if  30,  can  you  tell  where  they  come  from  ?" 

Johnson  knew  perfectly  well  whence  a  portion  of  the  rumours 
came ;  those  which  told  in  favour  of  the  accused ;  hut  these  he 
easily  comprehended  were  not  the  reports  to  which  Timma 
alluded. 

"  Biberry  is  full  of  all  softs  of  rumours,"  returned  Johnson, 
cautiously,  "  as  it  commonly  is  in  court-time.  Parties  like  to 
moke  the  most  of  their  causes." 

"You  know  my  meaning  —  we. have  no  time  to  lose:  answer 

"  I  suppose  I  do  know  what  yoa  mean,  'Squire  Timms ;  and 
I  have  heard  the  report.  In  iny  judgment^  the  person  who  set 
it  afloat  is  no  friend  of  Mary  Monson'a." 

"  You  think,  then,  it  will  do  her  damage  ?" 

"  To  the  extent  of  her  neck.  Eve,  before  she  toTioh?d  the 
kpple,  could  not  have  been  acquitted  in  the  face  of  such  a  ru- 
mour.   I  look  upon  your  elient  as  a  lost  womany  'Squire  Timms.' 

"  Does  that  seem  to  be  the  common  aentdraont-— that  is,  so  fia 
aa  you  can  judge?" 

"  Among  the  jurors  it  does." 

"The  jurors  1"  exclaimed  Dansoomh—" what Okd  yoa  poiBibl} 
bMnr  ot  the  ojHnioQs  of  the  jurors,  Mr  Johnsoa  V 
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A  cold  smile  paesed  over  the  man's  face,  and  he  looked  ateadilj 
kt  Timms,  aa  if  to  oateh  a  clae  that  might  conduct  him  safely 
through  tJie  difficulties  of  his  case.  A  frown  that  was  plain 
enough  to  the  agent,  though  admirably  concealed  from  all  others 
in  the  room,  told  him  to  be  cautious. 

"  I  ouly  kuow  what  I  see  and  hear.  Jurors  are  men,  and  other 
mcE  can  sometimes  get  an  insight  into  their  feelings,  without 
running  counter  to  law.  I  heard  the  rumour  related  myself,  in 
the  presenci:  of  seven  of  the  panel.  It 's  true,  nothing  was  said 
of  the  murder,  or  the  arson ;  but  such  a  history  of  the  previous 
life  of  the  accused  was  given  aa  Lady  Washington  couldn't  have 
stood  up  ag'iu,  had  she  been  Hvin',  and  on  trial  for  her  lifu." 

"Was  anything  said  of  insanity?"  asked  Duoscomb. 

"  Ah,  that  plea  will  do  no  good,  now-a-days;  it 's  worn  out. 
They  'd  hang  a  murderer  from  Bedlam.  Insanity  has  been  over- 
done, and  can't  be  depended  on  any  longer." 

"  Was  anything  said  on  the  subject  ?"  repealed  the  counsellor, 

"Why,  to  own  the  truth,  there  was;  but,  as  that  told  for 
Mary  Monson,  and  not  n^'in  her,  it  was  not  pressed." 

"  Yon  think,  then,  that  the  story  has  been  circulated  by  pep- 
Bons  in  favour  of  the  prosecution?" 

"  I  know  it.  One  of  the  other  side  said  to  me,  not  ten  mi- 
DUtes  ago — '  Johnson,'  said  he — '  we  are  old  friends' — he  always 
speaks  to  me  in  that  familiar  way — 'Johnson,' said  he,  'you'd  a 
done  better  fo  have  gi'n  up.  What 's  five  thousand  dollars  to  the 
ikes  of  her?  and  them  you  know  is  the  figures." 

"  Ttis  is  a  pretty  exhibition  of  the  manner  of  administering 
jnsticei"  exclaimed  the  indignant  Dunscomb.  "Long  as  I  hate 
been  at  the'bar,  I  had  no  conception  that  such  practices  prevailed. 
At  all  events,  this  illegality  will  give  a  &ir  oooasion  to  demand  a 
new  trial." 

^'Aj,  the  ehupest  IswTer  that  evsrwoesed  Harlem  bridge 
eu  I'am  BometbiBg  indd  Dnke'%^  nid  Jidmsoiij  at>ddiflg 
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'"'Squire  'Rmma.will  stand  to  Ihat.  As  for  new  trials,  I  oalj 
wonder  the  lawyers  don't  get  one  each  time  thej  are  beaten;  foi 
the  Iftw  would  bear  them  out." 

"  I  should  like  to  know  how,  Master  Johnson,"  put  in  Timnu. 
*'That  would  be  a  secret  worth  knowing." 
"  A  fire-dollar  note  will  buy  it." 
"  There  'a  one  of  ten — now,  t«ll  rac  your  secret." 
"  Well,  'Squire,  you  be  a  geutleman,  whatever  Alka  may  aay 
and  thiok  of  yon.    I'd  rather  do  business  with  yon,  by  one-half, 
than  do  business  with  Wilhama ;  notwithstanding  he  has  such  a 
name,  up  and  down  the  country.    Stick  to  it^  and  you  '11  get.  the 
nomination  to  the  Sinat';  and  the  nomination  secured,  you're 
sure  of  the  seat.     Nomination  is  the  government  of  Ameriky; 
and  that's  secured  by  a  wonderful  few  !" 

"I  believe  you  are  more  than  half  right,  Johnson"  —  Here 
Ihtuscomb,  his  nephew,  and  Millington  left  the  office,  quite  un- 
noticed by  the  two  worthiea,  who  had  entered  on  a  subject  as 
engrossing  aa  that  of  Timms's  elevation  to  the  Senate.  And,  by 
the  way,  as  this  book  is  veiy  likely  to  be  introduced  to  the  wwld,. 
it  may  be  well  enough  to  explain  that  we  have  two  sorts  of 
"Senates"  in  this  country;  wheels  within  wheels.  There  is  tie 
Senate  of  each  State,  without  an  exception  now,  we  believe ;  and 
there  fe  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ;  the  Ipst  being,  in  every 
sense,  much  the  most  dignified  and  important  body.  It  being 
,  Unforhmately  true,  that  "  nominations"  are  the  real  people  of 
imeriea,  unless  in  oases  which  arouse  the  nation,  the  State  Se- 
nates very  often  contain  members  altogether  unsuited  to  their 
tniate;  men  who  have  obtained  their  seats  by. party  legerdemain; 
and  who  had  much  better,  on  their  own  account,  as  well  as  on 
that  of  the  public,  be  at  home  attending  to  their  own  private 
iffidrBi"  (This  much  may  be  freely  esii  by  any  citizen,  of  a  State 
Senate,  a  collection sf'^c^tioal. partisans  th^t  ci>niuands  pq  par- 
&Ba\kr  respect;  but,  it  is  very  different  with  tliftt  of  tbo  ^nitod 
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States;  and  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  saying,  in  refcrcoite  to 
that  body,  whioh  it  ia  the  fashion  of  the  times  to  rererenoe  as 
the  most  illustrious  political  body  on  earth,  that  it  is  not  tijuite  ae 
obnosioua  to  this  judgment  as  the  best  ef  its  sisterhood  of  the 
Bevera!  States;  though  very  far  from  being  immaculate,  or  what, 
with  a  little  more  honesty  in  political  leaders,  it  might  be. 

"  I  belieye  you  are  half  right,  Johnson,"  answered  Timma  — 
"NoraiBatJon  is  the  goTemraeut  in  this  country;  liberty,  people, 
and  all !  Let  a  man  get  a  nomination  on  the  righl  side,  and 
he 's  as  good  as  elected.  But,  now  for  this  mode  of  getting  new 
Iriala,  Johnson?"  ■ 

"  Why,  'Squire,  I  'm  amazed  a  man  of  your  experience  should 
ask  the  question  '.  The  law  ia  sharp  enough  in  keeping  jurors, 
and  constablea,  and  door-keepera  in  their  places;  but  the  jurors, 
and  constables,  and  door-keepera,  don't  like  to  be  kept  in  their 
places;  and  there  bn't  one  cause  in  tien,  if  they  be  of  any  length, 
in  which  the  jurora  don't  stray,  or  the  oonstablea  don't  get  into 
the  jury-rooma.  Yon  can't  pound  free-born  Americans  like 
cattle  !" 

"  I  understand  you,  Johnson,  and  will  take  the  bint  I  knew 
there  waa  a  screw  loose  in  this  part  of  our  jurisprudence,  but  did 
not  think  it  as  important  aa  I  now  aee  it  is.  The  fact  is,  John- 
son, we  have  been  telling  the  people  so  long  that  they  are  per- 
fect, and  every  man  that  he,  in  hia  own  person,  is  one  of  these 
people,  that  our  citizens  don't  like  to  submit  to  restraints  that. 
are  disagreeable.  Still,  we  ain  a  law-abiding  people,  aa  everj 
one  says." 

"  That  may  be  so,  'Squire ;  but  we  are  not  jury-room-abiding, 
nor  be  the  constables  outside-of-thejloor-abiding,  take  my  word 
for  it.  As  you  say,  sir,  every  man  is  beginning  to  think  he  is  a 
part  of  the  people,  and  a  great  part,  too ;  and  he  soon  gpta  iba 
notion  that  he  can  do  as  he  has  a  mind  to  do." 

"Where  ia  Mr.  Dunsoomb?" 
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"  He  Btepp'd  out  with  the  joong  gentlemen,  a,  few  n 
Bioce.  I  dare  say,  'Squire  Timms,  he  'a  gone  to  engage  men  to 
lalk  down  this  mimour  about  Marj  Monson-  That  job  should 
have  been  mine,  bj  rights!" 

"  Not  hp,  Johnson — not  he.  Your  grand  lawyers  don't  meddle 
with  such  matters;  or,  wheiKthey  do,  they  pretend  not  to.  No, 
he  has  gone  to  the  gaol,  and  I  must  follow  hiin." 

At  the  gaol  was  Dunseomb,  sure  enough.  Maty  Monson, 
Anna  and  Sarah,  with  Marie  Moulin,  all  dressed  for  the'  court; 
the  former  with  beautiful  simplicity,  but  still  more  beautiful 
care;  the  threo  last  plainly,  but  in  attire  well  suited  to  their  re^  " 
Bpective  stations  in  life.  There  was  a  common  air  of  concern  and 
anxiety ;  though  Mary  Monson  still  maintained  her  self-command. 
Indeed,  the  quiet  of  her  manner  was  truly  wonderful,  for  the 
circumstances. 

"  Providenco  has  placed  me  in  a  most  trying  situation,"  she 
said;  "but  I  see  my  course.  Were  I  to  shrink  from  this  trial, 
evade  it  in  any  manner,  a  blot  would  rest  on  my  name  as  long  a8 
I  am  rememberoJ.  It  is  indispensable  that  I  should  be  acquitted. 
This,  by  God's  blessing  oa  the  innocent,  must  come  to  pass,  and 
I  may  go  forth  and  face  my  friends  with  a  quiet  mind." 

"These  friends  ought  to  be  known,"  answered  Dunseomb, 
"and  should  be  here  to  countenance  ynu  with  their  presence." 

"They  !  —  He!  —  Never  —  while  I  live,  never!" 

"You  see  this  young  man,  Mary  Monson  —  I  believe  he  ia 
known  to  you,  by  name?" 

Mary  Monson  turned  her  face  towards  Milllngton,  smiled 
soldly,  and  seemed  undisturbed. 

"  What  is  he  to  me  ? — Here  is  the  woman  of  his  heart )  —let 
him  turn  to  her,  with  all  his  care." 

"  You  understand  me,  Mary  Monaon  —  it  is  important  that  I 
should  be  assured  of  tfuit." 
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"  Perliapa  I  do,  Mr.  Thinscomb,  and  perhaps  I  do  not  Yoa 
are  eDigmatical  this  morning;  I  oannot  be  certain." 

"  In  one  short  half-hour  the  hell  of  jonder  comthonse  will 
ring,  when  you  are  fo  be  tried  for  your  life." 

The  cheek  of  the  accused  blanched  a  little;  but  its  colour 
sooL  returned,  while  her  eye  aaaumed  a  look  even  prouder  than 
'  common. 

"  Let  it  come"  —  was  her  quiet  answer  —  "  the  innocent  need 
not  tremble.  These  two  pure  beings  have  promised  to  aecompany 
nie  to  the  place  of  trial,  and  to  give  me  their  countenance.  Why, 
"then,  should  I  hesitate?" 

"I  sLall  go,  too"  —  s^d  Millinglon,  steadily,  like  one  whose 
mind  was  made  up. 

"  You !  —  Well,  for'  the  sake  of  this  dear  one,  you  may  go, 
too." 

"For  no  other  reason,  Mary?" 

"  For  no  other  reason,  sir.  I  am  aware  of  the  interest  you 
and  Mr.  Wilmeter  have  taken  in  my  case ;  and  I  thank  you  both 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  Ah  I  kindness  was  never  lost  on 
me " 

A  flood  of  tears,  for  the  first  time  since  her  imprisonment,  so 
far  as  any  one  knew,  bt'rst  from  this 'estraordinary  being;  and, 
for  a  few  minutes,  she  became  woman  in  the  fullest  meaning  of 
the  term. 

During  this  interval  Dunsoomb  retired,  perceiving  that  it  was 
useless  to  urge  anything  on  his  client  while  weeping  almost  eon- 
Tulsively;  and  aware  that  he  had  several  things  to  do  before  the 
court  met.  Besides,  hfe  left  the  place  quite  satisfied  on  an  all- 
important  point;  and  he  and  Millington  walked  by  themselves 
towards  the  court-house,  their  heads  close  togetlier,  uid  their 
ToioeB  ndoced  nearly  to  whifipera. 
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CHiPTEE  XX. 

"  I  blu^,  oDd  am  conibunded  to  appi»r 

Before  thy  preaence,  Cato." 
"What 'a  thy  crime!" 
"IiimaNumidUn." 

Cola. 

WiTHEN  tlie  half  hour  mentioned  by  Dunscomb  the  coort-honse 
bell  rang,  and  there  was  a  rnsh  towards  that  building,  in  order  to 
fiecure  aeata  for  the  approaching  trial.  All  that  has  been  related 
in  the  preceding  chapter  occurred  between  the  hours  of  sis  and 
nine  that  morning,  it  being  ooe  of  the  "  ways  of  the  hour"  in  the 
marchof  improvement,  to  drive  the  administiatjon  of  justice  witfc 
as  near  an  approach  to  railroad  speed  as  is  practicable.  Many, 
of  the  modem  judges  go  to  worh  as  early  as  eight  in  the  morning 
— perhaps  moat  do  in  the  country  circuits — and  continue  to  call 
causes  until  nine  and  ten  at  night,  illustrating  the  justice  of  the 
land  by  means  of  agents  who  are  half  asleep,  and  stupid  from 
&tigue. 

We  have  said  that  everything  like  dignity,  except  as  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  high  character  of  ita  duties,  and  the  manner  ia 
which  they  are  performed,  Las  been  banished  from  the  courts  of 
New  York.  Even  on  this  solemn  occasion,  when  a  human  being 
Was  to  be  put  on  trial  for  her  life,  and  she  a  woman,  there  was 
no  departure  from  the  naked  simplicity  that  has  been  set  up  on 
the  pedestal  of  reason,  in  open  opposition  to  the  ancient  acoeBS**- 
iea  by  which  the  Law  asserted  its  power.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
vtMther  human   nature   has  not  been  as  much  over-cslimttted 
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under  the  new  arrangement  as  it  waa  underrated  \y  fie  old 
There  is  a,  medium,  in  truth,  that  it  is  ever  safe  to  respect;  and 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  in  throwing  away  the  useless 
vcstmenls  of  idle  parade,  those  necessary  to  decency  were  east 
aside  with  them. 

Quite  a  fourth  of  the  audience  assembled  in  Duke's  county 
court-house,  on  this  occasion,  were  females.  The  curiosity,  whi-^h 
is  said  to  he  so  natural  to  the  sex,  was,  on  this  occasion,  quick- 
■ened  by  the  peculiar  eircumsfances  of  the  case,  a  woman  having, 
beeo  murdered,  and  a  woman  accused  of  having  committed  (he 
offence.  It  was  said,  however,  that  many  were  summoned  as 
"ritnesses,  it  being  generally  understood  that  the  state  had  sub 
ptenaed  the  country  far.  and  near. 

At  length,  a  general  and  eipeetiDg  silence  succeeded  the  bustle 
of  the  crowds  entering  and  obtaining  seats,  and  the  eyes  of  tht 
spectatJirs  were  very  generally  turned  (awards  the  door,  in  the 
wish  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  principal  personage  in  the  approach- 
ing scene.  Wo  know  not  why  it  is  that  the  spectacle  of  others' 
woes  has  so  great  a  charm  for  most  persons.  Nature  has  ^ven 
US  sympathy,  and  compassion,  and  a  desire  to  alleviate  misery; 
yet  most  of  us  like  to  look  npon  it,  as  a  mere  spectacle,  when  we 
have  neither  the  wish  nor  the  power  to  be  more  than  useless 
BpectetoTH.  TKoQsands  will  assemble  to  see  a  man  hanged,  when 
all  know  that  the  law  has  a  grasp  too  tight  to  be  unloosed,  and 
tiat  the  circle  of  the  gallows  is  no  place  for  feelings  of  commise- 
rftlion.  Sut,  so  it  is;  and  many  a  female,  that  day,  who  would 
bms  gladly  alleviated  any  distress  that  it  was  in  her  power  to 
lessen,  sat  there,  a  oiirious  and  interested  observer  of  all  that 
passed ;  to  note  the  workings  of  the  countenance,  the  writhings 
of  the  inner  soul,  if  any  such  there  should  he,  or  the  gleam*  of 
b(^,.that  might,  at  intervals,  lighten  the  gJoom  of  despair. 

The  court  was  occupied  for  half  an  hour  with  hearing  motioDB, 
end  in  granting  orders,  oodiiBg  seeming  to  impede  its  otilitMiatt 
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progress.  Tlien  the  moTcmeat  within  the  bar  ceased,  imd  on 
BzpectutioD  that  was  even  solemn,  fell  on  the  whole  mass  of  ha- 
man  beings  that  were  collected  in  that  narrow  space. 

"This  is  the  day  for  which  the  trial  of  Mtvy  Monson  waa,  by 
wrangeraeot,  net  down,"  observed  the  judge.  "  Mr.  Disbrict 
Attorney,  are  you  ready  ?" 

"  We  are,  sir — entirely  bo,  I  believe.  If  the  court  please,  Mr, 
Wifiiams  and  Mr.  Wright  will  be  aaaociated  with  me  in  this 
oase.  It  is  one  of  importance,  and  I  do  not  like  the  responai* 
bility  of  trying  it  alone." 

"The  court  has  so  understood  it — who  is  for  the  accused f" 

"I  am  retained  to  defend  Mary  Monson,"  answered  Dun- 
Bcomb,  rising  with  dignity,  and  speaking  with  the  self-possessiou 
of  one  long  accustomed  to  the  courts.     "  Mr.  Timras  will  assis'' 

"  Are  you  ready,  gentlemen  ?" 

"  I  belieye  we  are,  your  honour;  though  &e  prisoner  has  not 
jet  been  arraigned.' 

"Mr.  District  Attorney,  we  will  proceed." 

As  the  sheriff  now  left  the  room,  in  person,  rather  an  unusua. 
thing  in  bringing  a  prisoner  into  court,  expectation  was  at  its  height  . 
In  the  midst  of  a  breathing  silence,  the  door  swung  round  — 
court-room  doors  are  now  made  to  swing  like  turnpikes,  in  order 
to  prevent  noise — and  Mr.«Gott  entered,  followed  by  Mary 
.  Monson,  Anna,  Sarah,  Marie  Moulin,  and  the  two  young  men. 
The  kind-hearted  wife  of  the  sheriff  was  already-in  the  room, 
and,  by  means  of  a  constable,  had  managed  to  keep  seats  reserved 
for  those  who  might  attend  the  prisoner.  To  these  scats  tin 
party  now  retired,  with  the  exception  of  Marie  Mo-ilin,  who  ab 
tended  her  mistress  within  the  bar. 

Every,  observer  was  struck  with  the  uneipebted  air,  manoCT, 
ud  attire  of  the  prisoner.  IhinEcomb  saw,  at  a  ghince,  that  her 
apptyLiTinoe.bad  made  a  most  iavourdile  impressioiL     Thia  mm 
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Ronietliing,  and  he  hoped  it  might  counteract  mueh  of  the  ma- 
Qceuvring  of  Davis  and  Witliams.  The  jadge,  in  particular,  a 
kind-beartcd  and  very  well  meaning  man,  was  taken  altogether 
by  surprise.  There  is  nothing  in  which, there  is  more  frcema- 
Bonry  than  in  the  secret  symptoms  of  social  castes.  Each  indi- 
vidual ia  more  or  less  of  a  judge  of  these  matters,  up  to  the  level 
of  his  own  associations,  while  all  beyond  is  mystery.  It  hap- 
pened that  the  judge,  now  about  to  try  Mary  Monson,  belonged 
to  in  old,  hiaforical,  New  York  family,  a  thing  of  rather  rare 
occurrence  in  the  great  movements  of  the  times,  and  he  possessed 
an  hereditary  tact  in  discerning  persons  nf  his  own  habils  of  life. 
Ahnost  at  a  glance,  he  perceived  that  the  prisoner  had  the  air, 
manners,  countenance  and  finesse,  of  one  accustomed,  from  in- 
fancy, to  good  company.  The  reader  may  smile  at  this,  but  he 
muht  pardon  ns  if  we  say  the  smile  will  betray  ignorance,  rather 
than  denote  the  philosophy  that  he-  may  fancy  controls  bis  opi- 
nions. Dunacomb  was  much  gratified  when  the  judge  rather 
earnestly  intei-posed  against  the  act  of  the  sheriff,  who  was  about 
to  place  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  in  the  little  harricadeu  space  al- 
lotted to  the  use  of  ordinary  criminals,  directing  him  to — 

"  Give  the  prisoner  a  chair  wilkin  the  bar,  Mr.  Sheriff.  Gen- 
tlemen, be'so  good  as  to  make  room,  that  t\\f  accllsed  may  eit 
ueBT  her  counsel.  Mr.  Attorney,  let  the  prisoner  be  arrwgned, 
as  soon  as  she  has  rested  from  the  •fatigue  and  agitation  of  ap- 
pearing here.' 

This  ceremony,  now  little  more  than  a  blank  form,  was  soon 
ended,  and  the  plea  of  "not  guilty"  was  entered.  The  next 
Btfep  was  to  empannel  the  jury,  a  task  of  infinite  difficulty,  and 
one  that  has  got  to  be  so  much  an  ont-work,  in  the  proceedings 
in  criminal  .cases,  as  almost  to  baffle  the  powers  of  the  law.  It 
is  no  unnsual  thing  for  the  time  of  the  court  to  he  occupied  a 
ireek  or  two,  in  this  preliminary  proceeding,  until  the  evil  baa 
got  to  be  80  crying  aa  to  induce  the  executive  to  reoommend  that 
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die  legislature  may  devise  some  mode  of  relief.  Odo  of  the 
most  besetting  vices  of  all  American  legislalion,  in  those  eases  in 
which  abuses  are  not  the  offepring  of  party,  is  a  false  philan- 
thropy, in  which  the  wicked  and  evil  doer  has  been  protected  at 
the  expense  of  the  upright  and  obedient.  The  abuse  just  men- 
tioned is  one  of  those  in  which  the  bottom  baa  been  reached  some- 
what sooner  than  common  ;  but,  it  is  hazarding  little  to  predict, 
that  more  than  half  which  has  been  done  within  the  last  few 
years,  under  the  guise  of  liberty  aTid  philanthropy,  will  have  to 
be  undone,  ere  the  cifiaen  will  be  left  to  the  quiet  enjoyment  of 
hia  rights,  or  can  receive  the  just  protection  of  the  Jaws. 

One  of  the  common-sense  and  real  improvements  of  the  day, 
is  to  swear  the  jurors,  in  all  the  causes  that  are  to  be  tried,  by 
one  process.  This  is  a  saving  of  time;  and  though  the  cere- 
mony might  be,  and  ought  to  be  made,  much  more  solemn  and 
impressive  than  it  is,  as  by  causing  all  other  business  to  cease, 
and  to  make  every  one  present  rise,  and  stand  in  reverential  si- 
lence, while  the  name  of  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth  is  invohed, 
still  it  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  ancient  mode,  and  has  rea- 
son to  sustain  it.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to  note  sueh  circum- 
stances in  the  "ways  of  the  hour,"  whenever  a  sense  of  right 
can  induce  one  who  loathes  the  flattery  of  the  people  quite  as 
much  as  he  loathes  that  of  princes,  and  flattery  of  all  sorts,  to  say 
aught  in  favour  of  what  has  been  done,  or  is  yet  doing  around  him. 

The  elerk  called  the  name  of  Jonaa  Wattles,  the  first  juror 
drawn.  This  man  was  a  respectable  mechanic,  of  no  great  force 
in  the  way  of  mind,  but  meaning  well,  and  reputed  houeat. 
Timms  gave  the  senior  counsel  a  look,  which  the  other  undeik 
stood  to  mean,  "  he  may  do."  No  objection  being  made  on  my 
iMunt  of  the  state,  Jonas  Wattles  took  his  seat  in  the  jury-box, 
which  waa  thought  great  good  luck  for  a  capital  case. 

"Ixn  Tmeman,"  cried  the  clerk. 

A  meaDing  pause  sueoeeded  Uka  wtMnncemeat  of  this  MOM. 
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Truemao  was  a  persoD  of  considerable  local  iaflucuec,  and  voxsli] 
probably  carry  great  weight  in  a  body  eompoaed  prineipally  ai 
men  even  less  instructed  than  he  was  himself.  What  was  more, 
both  Timms  aod  Williams  knew  that  their  respective  agents  had 
been  hard  at  work  to  gain  his  ear,  though  neither  knew  exactly 
with  what  degree  of  success.  It  was  consequently  equally  ha- 
zardous to  accept  or  to  oppose,  and  the  two  legal  gladiators  stood 
tX  bay,  each  waiting  for  the  other  to  betray  his  opinion  of  the 
man.  The  judge  soon  became  wearied,  and  inquii'ed  if  the  juror 
was  accepted.  It  was  a  somewhat  amusing  sight,  now,  (o  observe 
the  manner  in  which  Timms  proceeded  with  Williams,  and  Wil- 
liams met  Timms. 

"  I  should  like  to  hear  the  gentleman's  objections  to  this  juror," 
observed  Timms,  "  aa  I  do  not  see  that  his  challenge  is  peremp- 
toiy." 

"  I  have  not  challenged  the  juror  at. all,"  answered  Williams, 
"but  have  understood  the  ehallenge  comes  from  the  defence." 

"  This  is  est  a  y      The  gentleman  looks  defiance  at  the 

jurors,  and  n  w  d    1    es  h     loes  not  challenge !" 

"  LooVb  !  If  1  k  n  d  a  challenge,  the  state  might  at  once 
suffer  these  f  ul  mu  d  to  go  unpuoished,  for  I  am  sure  the 
gentleman's  I      n  perfect  thunder-cloud — " 

"  I  tmst  th  t  n  1  w  II  ecollect  the  gravity  of  this  cause, 
and  suffer  it  t  b  ndu  ted  with  the  decorum  thai  ought  never 
to  be  wanting    n  u  t     f  justice,"  interposed  the  judge. 

"Unless  there  is  a  direct  challenge,  from  one'  side  or  the  other, 
the  juror  must  take  his  seat,  of  course." 

"  I  should  like  to  ask  the  juror  a  question  or  two,"  Timms 
replied,  speaking  very  cautiously,  and  like  one  who  was  afraid  of 
hurting  the  feelings  of  the  party  under  examination;  and  in 
iTuth  wary,  lest  on  investigation  he  might  discover  ihat  Trueman 
was  likely  fo  be  the  sort  of  person  he  want«5.  "  Yon  have  been 
Bt  Bibeny,  juror,  since  the  opening  of  the  court  1" 
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Truemau  nodded  his  bead. 

"  Of  course,  you  have  been  round  among  your  friends  ttod 
neigbbours,  that  you  have  met  with  here  ?" 

Another  nod  from  Trueman,  wifh  a  sort  of  affirmative  grunt, 

"  You  have  probably  heard  more  or  less  said  concerning  Mary 
Monson  —  I  mean  id  a  legal  and  proper  way?" 

A  third  .nod  of  assent. 

"Can  you  apeak  anything,  in  particular,  that  baa  been  said  in 
jour  presence?" 

Trueman  seemed  to  tas  bis  memory  j  then  he  raised  his  head, 
and  answered  deliberately  and  with  great  clearness, 

"  I  was  going  from  the  tavern  to  the  court-bonse,  when  I  met 
David  Johnson — 

"Never  mind  tboae  particulars,  Mr.  Trueman,"  interrupted 
Timms,  who  saw  that  the  juror  had  been  talking  vrith  one  of  his 
own  most  confidential  agents  -•-  "  what  the  couxt  wishes  to  know 
is,  if  any  one  has  been  reporting  circumstances  unfavourable  to 
Mary  Monson  in  your  presence?" 

"  Or  in  'h^T  fwBow,"  put  in.  Williams,  with  a  sneer. 

"Juror,"  interposed  tho  judge — "tell  uaif  any  one  has  spoken 
to  you  on  the  merits  of  this  case  —  for  or  against  1" 

"Merits" — repeated  Trueman,  seeming  to  reflect  again  — 
"  No,  your  honour ;  I  can't  say  that  there  has." 

Now,  this  was  aa  bold  a  falsehood  as  was  ever  uttered;  but 
Trueman  reconciled  the  answer  to  his  conscience  by  chooMug  tfl 
consider  that  the  conversatjon  he  had  hoard  had  been  on  the 
demerits  of  the  accused. 

"  I  do  not  see,  gentlemen,  that  you  can  challenge  for  oanse," 
observed  his  Honour — "unless  you  have  further  facta." 

"  Perhaps  we  have,  sir,"  answered  Williams.  "  You  were 
wying,  Mr.  Trueman,  that  you  met  David  Johnson  as  yon  were 
ffaag  fifom  the  inn  to  the  oourt-houso  —  Did  I  onderBtand  jm 
joiwotjy?' 
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"Just  80,  'Squire.     I  bad  been  hsTing  a  long  talk  witb  Petei 

Tituii^'-'— one  of  Williams's  most  active  and  confidential  agents — 

.    "  when  Jabnson  come  up.     Jobnaon  sajs,  aays  be,  '  a  pleasant 

daj,  gentlemen — I'm  glad  to  see  you  both  out;  for  the  faces  of 

old  fiiends  ib  getting  scarce " 

"I  Bee  no  objection  to  tbe  juror's  being  reeeiTed,"  Williams 
oareleeslj  remarl<ed ;  satisfied  that  Titus  had  not  ijeglected  his 
Aaty  in  that  long  talk. 

"  Yes,  be  is  as  good  a  juror  aa  Duke's  can  fumisb,"  observed 
Timms,  perfectly  sure  Johnson  bad  turned  to  account  tbe  advan- 
tage of  having  the  last  word.  Trueman  was  accordingly  admitted 
to  tbe  bos,  as  the  second  man  of  the  twelve.  The  two  managers 
of  this  cause  were  both  right.  Titus  had  crammed  bis  old  ac- 
quaintance Trueman  witb  all  that  was  circulating  to  the  prejudice 
of  tbe  prisoner;  expressing  surprise  when  be  bad  said  all  he  had 
to  say,  at  hearing  that  his  frien^  was  on  tbe  pannel.  "Well," 
said  Titus,  as  Johnson  approached,  "  if  questioned,  you  '!1  re- 
member I  said  I  didn't  dream  of  your  being  a  juryman  — but, 
just  as  like  as  not,  you  'II  not  be  drawn  for  the  case  at  all."  On 
the  other  band,  Johnson  waa  quite  eloquent  and  pathetic  in 
giving  bis  old  acquaintance  tbe  history  of  Mary  Monson's  case, 
whom  he  pronounced  "a  most  injured  and  parseeut«d  woman." 
Trueman,  a  shrewd,  man^ng  fellow  in  general,  lancied  himself 
jvst  as  impartial  and  fit  to  try  the  cause,  after  he  had  heard  tbe 
stories  of  the  two  men,  as  be  had  ever  been ;  but  in  this  he  was 
mistaken.  It  requires,  an  unusually  clear  head,  exceedingly  high 
principles,  and  a  great  knowledge  of  men,  to  maintain  perfect 
impartiality  in  these  oases ;  and  certainly  Trueman  waa  not  the 
mas  to  boost  of  all  tb^e  rare  qualities-  In  general,  tbe  last  word 
tells;. but  it  sometimes  happens  that  first  impreaaiona  become 
difficult 't«  eradicate.  Soob.iraa  the&ot  in:the  preeent  instaaee.; 
TraemaQ  taking  lua  se^  i^.^the  joiy-bo^  witb  .as  eicieedwgl; 
t^ng  bifta  agunat  the  accused. 
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We  are  aware  th  it  tbeae  are  not  the  cnlourB  m  which  it  ih  the 
fiishion  to  dehneaf^  the  venerahle  and  much  viuntcd  institution 
of  the  Jury,  certamlj  a,  moot  efficient  agent  in  curtdihng  the 
power  of  <i  pnnce,  but  ju«t  ts  certainly  t  molt  irreopoQsiblo, 
vague,  and  quite  often  an  unprincipled  means  of  adminialenng 
the  law,  when  men  are  not  urged  to  the  dcaire  of  doing  nght  by 
political  pressure  from  without,  and  are  left  to  the  perierse  and 
■  free  workings  tf  %  very  ciil  niture  Wc  represent  things  aa  we 
believe  tbpm  to  exiat,  knowing  that  aearee  a  case  of  magnitude 
occurs  in  which  the  ministers  of  corruption  are  not  at  work 
among  the  jurors,  or  i  verdict  rendered  in  which  the  fingers  of 
the  Father  of  Lies  might  not  be  tnced,  were  the  vei!  removed, 
and  the  ficts  expnaed  to  the  light  of  diy  It  la  true,  that  in 
trials  for  life,  the  persecution  of  the  pnaoner  rirely  takes  so  direct 
a  form  as  has  been  repn-sented  m  the  case  of  Mary  Monson ,  but 
the  press  and  the  tongue  do  an  incalculable  amount  of  evi!,  even 
in  such  cases ;  all  the  ancient  safeguards  of  the  law  having  been 
either  directly  removed  by  ill-considered  legislation,  or  rendered 
dead-letters  by  the  "ways  of  the  hour." 

It  was  regarded  as  exceedingly  good  progress  to  get  two  jurora- 
into  the  bos,  in  a  capital  case,  in  the  first  half-hour.  His  Honour 
had  evidently  resigned  himself  to  a  twenty-four  hours'  Job;  and 
great  was  his  satisfaction  when  he  saw  Wattles  and  Trueman  safely 
seated  on  their  hard  and  uncomfortable  seats ;  for  it  would  abnost 
seem  that  discomfort  has  been  brought  into  the  court-bouses  as  a 
sort  of  auxiliary  t«  the  old  practice  of  starving  a  jury  into  a 
verdict. 

Whether  it  was  owing  to  a  suspicion,  on  the  part  of  Timms, 
of  the  truth  in  regard  to  his  being  over-reached  in  the  case  of 
Trueman,  or  to  some  other  cause,  he  raised  no  objeolions  to  either 
of  the  sis  jurors  next  called.  His  moderation  was  imitated  by 
Williams.  Then  followed  two  peremptory,  challenges ;  one  in 
behalf  of  the  prisoner,  and  one  in  behalf  of  the  people,  as  it  ia 
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termed.  This  waa  getting  on  so  much  better  than  everybody 
expected,  that  all  were  in  good  humour;  and  it  is  not  exceeding 
the  truth  if  we  add,  in  a  slight  degree  more  disposed  to  view  the 
prisoner  and  her  case  with  favour.  On  such  trifles  do  humim 
decisions  very  often  depend. 

All  this  time,  fully  an  hour,  did  Mary  Monson  sit  in  resigned 
inbmission  t«  her  fate,  composed,  attentive,  and  eingularly  lady- 
like. The  spectators  were  greatly  divided  in  tbeir  private  specu- 
lations on  her  guilt  or  innocence.  Some  saw  in  her  quiet  manner, 
curious  interest  in  the  proceedings,  and  unchanging  colour,  proofe 
not  only  of  a  hardened  eonaoience,  but  of  an  eiperienee  in  scenes 
similar  to  that  in  which  she  was  now  engaged;  overlooking  all 
Ihe  probahililjea,  to  indulge  in  conjectures  ao  severe  against  one 
60  young. 

"  Well,  gentlemen,"  cried  the  judge,  "  IJme  is  precious.  1*1 
UB  proceed." 

The  ninth  juror  was  drawn,  and  it  proved  to  be  a  country 
Ixader  of  the  name  of  Hatfield.  This  person  was  known  to  be  a 
man  of  considerable  influence  among  persons  of  his  own  class, 
and  to  have  a  reputation  for  judgment,  if  not  for  principles. 
"  They  might  as  well  send  the  other  eleven  home,  and  let  Hat- 
field pronounce  the  verdict,"  whispered  one  lawyer  to  another; 
"  there  is  no  material  in  that  bos  U>  withstand  his  logic." 

"Then  he  will  hold  this  young  woman's  life  in  his  hand," 
was  the  reply. 

"It  will  be  pretty  much  so.  The  glorious  institution  of  the 
jory  is  admirably  devised  to  bring  about  such  results." 

"  You  forget  the  judge.  He  has  the  last  word,  you  will  re- 
member." 

"Thank  God  it  is  so;  else  would  our  condition  be  terrible 
Lynch  law  is  preferable  to  laws  administered  by  jurors  who  fancy 
themselves  bo  mKcy  legislators." 

"  It  cannot  be  concealed  that  the  spirit  of  the  times  hat  in- 
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v^ed  the  jury-box  and  the  court  has  not  one-half  its  ancient 
iafloenoe.     I  should  not  hlce  to  haya  this  Hatfield  against  me." 

It  would  seem  th  it  WiUi&ras  was  of  the  same  way  of  thinkiug ; 
for  he  muttered  to  himself,  desned  the  juror  not  to  eDl«r  the 
bos,  and  seomed  to  he  pondering  on  the  course  he  ought  to  pur- 
sue. The  truth  WJS  that  he  himself  had  recently  sued  Hatfield 
for  debt,  and  the  proceedings  had  been  a  little  vindictive.  One 
of  the  dangers  that  your  reilly  slilful  Uwjerhas  to  guard  against 
is  the  peraonal  animosity  that  is  engendered  by  his  own  profes- 
sional practice.  Many  men  ha*e  minds  so  constituted  that  their 
opinions  are  affected  by  prejudices  thus  created;  and  they  do  not 
scruple  to  transfer  their  ho«(ilitj  from  the  counsel  to  the  cause 
he  is  employed  to  defend  It  is  consequently  incumbent  on  the 
prudent  lawyer  to  mtke  his  estimate  nf  character  with  judgment, 
and  be  as  sure  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  allow,  that  his  client 
is  not  to  suffer  for  his  own  acts.  As  hostility  to  the  counsel  iti 
not  a  legal  objection  to  a  juror,  Williams  was  under  the  necessity 
of  presenting  such  as  would  command  the  attention  of  the  court. 

"  I  wish  the  juror  may  be  sworn  true  answers  to  make"  — 
said  Williams. 

Timms  now  pricked  up  bis  ears;  for,  if  it  were  of  importance 
for  Williams  to  oppose  the  reception  of  this  particular  individiBl, 
it  was  probably  of  importance  to  Mary  Monson  to  have  hiin  re- 
ceived. On  this  principle,  therefore,  he  was  ready  to  resist  the 
-  attack  on  the  juror,  who  was  at  once  sworn. 

"  You  reside  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Blackstone,  I  believe, 
Mr.  Hatfield  f "  asked  Williams. 

A  simple  assent  was  the  reply. 

"In  practice  there,  in  ono  of  the  learned  professions?" 

Hatfield  was  certain  his  interrogator  knew  better,  for  Williams 
Md  been  in  his  store  fifty  times;  but  he  answered  with  tho  snm« 
innocent  manner  as  that  with  which  the  qaeslion  was  put 

"I'm  in  trade." 
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"In  trade  ! — Keep  a  store,  I  dare  say,  Mr.  Hatfield?" 

"I  do  —  and  one  in  which  I  have  sold  you  hundreds  myself." 

A  general  smile  succeeded  this  sally ;  and  Timras  looked  round 
at  the  audience,  with  his  nose  poiating  upwards,  as  if  he  scent«d 
liis  game. 

"  I  dare  say-— I  pay  aa  I  go,"  returned  Williams  j  "and  my 
memory  ia  not  loaded  with  such  Iranaaetiona " 

"  Mr.  Williams,"  interrupted  the  judge,  a  little  impatiently, 
"the  time  of  the  court  ia  very  precious." 

"So  is  the  dignity  of  the  outraged  laws  to  the  State,  your 
Honour.  We  shall  soon  be  through,  sir  —  Many  people  in  the 
liabit  of  frequenting  your  store,  Mr.  Hatfield  ?" 

"  As  much  so  as  is  usual  in  the  country." 

"  Ten  or  fifteen  at  a  time,  on  some  occasions  ?" 

"I  dare  say  there  may  be." 

"  Has  the  murder  of  Peter  Goodwin  over  been  discussed  by 
your  customers  in  your  presetrce  ?" 

"I  don't  know  but  it  has  —  such  a  thing  is  very  likely;  but 
one  hears  so  much,  I  can't  say." 

"  Did  you  never  join  in  such  a  discussion  yourself?" 

"  I  may,  or  I  may  not." 

•  T  ask  you,  now,  distinctly,  if  you  had  no  such  discussion  en 
the  26th  of  May  last,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve 
in   the  forenoon?" 

The  sharpness  of  the  manner  in  which  this  question  was  pnt,  - 
the  minuteness  of  the  details,  and  the  particularity  of  the  inter- 
rogatories, quite  confounded  the  juror,  who  answered  acoord- 
"igly- 

"  Such  a  thing  might  have  taken  place,  and  it  might  not.  I 
3o  not  remember." 

"  Is  Jonas  White  (a  regular  country  loafer)  in  the  habit  (rf 
being  in  your  store  F" 

"  He  is — it  is  a  conaiderable  lounge  for  labouring  men." 
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"And  Stephen  Hook?" 

"  Yea ;  ho  is  there  a  good  deal  of  hia  time." 

"Now,  I  beg  jou  to  remember — did  not  aucha  csnversation 
take  place,  in  which  you  bore  a  part,  between  the  hours  of 
eleven  and  twelve  in  the  forenoon;  White  and  Hook  being 
prefsent?" 

Hatfield  seemed  perplexed.  He  very  conscientiously  desired 
to,  tell  the  truth,  having  nothiag  to  gain  by  an  oppoaile  course; 
but  he  really  had  no  recollection  of  any  such  discussion,  as  well 
might  be  (he  case;  no  such  conversation  ever  having  taken  place. 
Williams  knew  the  habits  of  the  loafers  in  question,  bad  selected 
the  time  a  little  at  random,  and  adopted  the  particularity  merely 
as  a  means  of  confounding  the  juror,  of  whom  he  was  seriousiy 

"  Such  a  thing  mag  have  happened,"  answered  Hatfield,  after 
a  pause  —  "I  don't  remember." 

"  It  may  have  happened  —  Now,  air,  allow  me  to  ask  you  if, 
in  that  Conversation,  you  did  not  express  an  opinion  that  you  did 
not,  and  eoatd  not  believe  that  a  lady  educated  and  delicate,  like 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  did,  or  would,  under  any  circumstances, 
commit  the  offence  with  which  Mary  Monson  is  charged  ?" 

Hatfield  grew  more  and  more  confounded ;  for  Williams's 
manner  was  more  and  more  confident  and  cool.  In  this  state  of 
feeling  he  suffered  the  reply  to  escape  him — 

"  I  may  have  swd  as  much  —  it  seems  quite  natural." 

"  I  presume,  after  this,"  observed  Williams,  carelessly,  "yoni 
Honour  will  order  the  juror  not  to  enter  the  bos  F" 

"Not  so  fast — not  so  fast,  brother  Williams,"  put  in  Tirama, 
who  felt  it  was  now  his  turn  to  say  a  word,  and  who  was  thamb- 
mg  a  small  pocket-almanac  very  diligently  the  while. 

"This  discussion,  I  understand  the  learned  gentlemat^,  took 
place  in  the  juror's  store?" 

"Tt  did,  sir,"  was  the  answer  —  "a  place  whore  such  discus 
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sionB  are  very  apt  to  occur.  Hook  and  White  Ijaf  half  theh 
time  away  in  that  store." 

"  All  quiJo  likely  —  very  likely  to  bapiien  —  Mr.  Hatfield,  do 
jou  open  jour  store  on  the  Sabhath?" 

"  CertaJnJy  not — I  am  very  particular  to  do  nothing  of  the  sort," 

"A  church-member,  I  suppose,  sir  f " 

"  An  undeserving  one,  sir." 

"  Never,  on  any  account,  in  the  practice  of  opening  your  stote 
of  a  Sahbath,  I  understand  you  to  say?" 

"  Never,  except  in  cases  of  sickness.  We  must  all  respect  the 
wants  of  the  sick." 

"  Are  Hook  and  Whito  in  the  habit  of  loafing  about  on  your 
premises  of  a  Sunday  ?*' 

"  Never —  I  wouldn't  tolerate  it.  The  store  is  a  public  place 
uf  a  week-day,  and  they  can  come  in  if  they  please;  but  1 
wouldn't  tolerate  such  visits  on  the  Sabbath." 

"  Yet,  if  the  court  please,  (he  26th  of  last  May  happened  Ifl 
foil  oa  the  Sabbath  day !  My  brother  'Williams  forgot  to  look 
into  the  almanac  before  he  made  up  his  brief." 

'Here  Timras  sat  down,  cocking  his  nose  still  higlier,  quit« 
certain  of  having  made  a  capital  bit  towards  his  views  on  the 
Senate,  though  he  actually  gained  nothing  for  the  cause.  There 
was  a  general  simper  in  the  audience ;  and  Williams  felt  that  ho 
had  lost  quite  as  much  as  his  opponent  had  gained 

"Well,  gentlemen,  time  is  precious  —  let  us  get  on,"  inter- 
posed the  judge — "  Is  tlie  juror  to  enter  the  box  or  not  ?" 

"  I  trust  a  trifling  mistake  as  to  the  day  of  the  month  is  cot 
about  to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice,"  answered  Williams,  raising 
himself  higher  on  hia  stilts,  as  he  found  himself  sinking  lower 
in  his  fatts.  "  I  put  it  on  the  26th  by  a  miscalculation,  I  can 
now  se*.  It  was  probably  on  the  25th— Saturday  is  the  loafer's 
holiday; — yes,  it  must  have  been  on  Saturday  the  25th  that  the 
stnversation  took  place." 
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"Do  you  renieniW  tiiis  fact,  juror?" 

"  I  Temcitiber,  now  so  much  bits  been  said  on  the  aultjeot," 
answered  Hatfield,  firmly,  "  that  I  was  not  at  Lome  at  all  be- 
tween the  20th  and  the  27th  of  May  last.  I  could  have  held 
no  such  conversation  on  the  25th  or  26th  of  May;  nor  do  I 
know  that  I  think  Mary  Monsou  either  innocent  or  guilty." 

As  all  this  was  true,  and  was  uttered  with  the  confidence  of 
truth,  it  made  an  impression  on  the  audience.  Williams  doubtedj 
for  so  fine  was  his  skill  in  managing  men,  that  he  often  succeeded 
in  gaining  jurors  by  letting  them  understand  he  suspected  them 
of  being  prejudiced  against  his  ease.  With  the  weak  and  vain, 
this  mode  of  proceeding  has  frequently  more  success  than  a  con- 
trary course;  the  party  suspected  being  doubly  anxious  to  illua- 
trate  his  impartiality  in  his  verdict.  This  was  what  WiHiania, 
and  indeed  the  bar,  very  generally  calls  "standing  so  erect  as  to 
lean  backward." 

"  Mr.  Williams,"  said  the  judge,  "  you  must  challenge  peremp- 
torily, or  the  juror  will  be  received." 

"No,  your  Honour,  the  State  will  accept  the  juror;  I  now 
see  that  ray  information  has  been  wrong." 

"We  challenge  for  the  defence,"  said  Tirams,  deciding  on  the 
instant,  on  the  ground  that  if  Williams  was  so  ready  t»  ehangt 
his  course  of  proceeding,  there  must  be  a  goud  reason  for  it 
"  Stand  aside,  juror." 

"  Peter  Bailey,"  called  the  clerk. 

No  objection  being  made,  Peter  Bailey  took  his  seat.  The 
two  next  jurors  were  also  received  unquestioned ;  and  it  onl 
remained  to  draw  the  twelfth  man.  This  was  so  much  bette 
luck  than  commonly  happens  in  capital  cases,  that  everybody 
Hcemed  more  and  more  pleased,  as  if  all  were.ansious  to  come  to 
the  testimony.  The  judge  evidently  felicitated  himself,  rubbing 
his  hands  with  very  great  satisfaction.  The  bar,  geneially,  en- 
ured into  his  feelings;  for  it  helped  along  ita  business. 
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"  On  the  whole,"  nbserved  one  of  the  lawyers  who  was  in 
BzleDsiTti  practice,  speaking  to  another  at  his  side,  "  I-would  ae 
Boon  try  one  of  these  murder-cases  as  to  go  through  with  a  good 
water-cause." 

"  Oh !  they  are  excruciatiug !  Get  into  a  good  water-cause, 
with  about  thirty  witnesses  on  a  side,  and  you  are  in  for  a  week. 
1  was  three  days  at  one,  only  last  circuit." 

"Are  there  many  witucsaes  in  this  case?" 

"  Ahout  forty,  I  hear,"  glancing  towards  the  benches  where 
most  of  the  females  sat.  "  They  tell  me  there  will  be  a  very 
formidable  array  aa  to  character.  Ladies  from  York  by  the 
dozen!" 

"  They  will  be  wanted,  if  all  they  say  is  true." 

"  K  all  you  hear  is  true,  we  have  reached  a  new  epoch  in  the 
history  of  mankind.  I  have  never  seen  the  day  When  iialf  of 
that  I  hear  is  more  than  half  true.  I  set  the  rest  down  as  *  lea> 
ther  and  prunella.' " 

"  liohert  Robinson,"  cried  the  clerk. 

A  respectable-looking  man  of  fifty  presented  himself,  and  was 
about  to  enter  the  bos  without  stopping  to  ascertain  whether  or 
not  he  would  be  welcome  there.  This  person  had  much  more 
the  air  of  the  world  than  either  of  the  other  jurors;  and  with 
those  who  are  not  very  particular,  or  very  discriminating  in  such 
matters,  might  readily  enough  pass  for  a  gentleman.  He  wafl 
neatly  dressed,  wore  gloves,  and  had  certain  chains,  an  eye-glass, 
and  other  appliances  of  the  sort,  that  it  is  not  usual  to  see  at  a 
country  circuit.  Neither  Williams  nor  Timms  seemed  to  know 
the  juror;  but  each  looked  surprised,  and  undecided  how  bo 
ought  to  act.  The  peremptory  challenges  were  not  exhausted; 
and  there  was  a  common  impulse  in  the  two  lawyers,  first  to  a* 
eept  one  so  respectable  in  mien,  and  atljre,  and  general  air;  and 
tlien,  by  a  sudden  revolution  of  feeling,  to  rej»ot  one  of  whom 
they  knew  nothing 
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"  I  Buppose  the  summons  is  all  right/'  Williama  wirelesslj 
remarked.     "The  juror  resides  in  Duke's?" 

"  I  do,"  was  the  answer. 

"Is  a  freeholder,  and  entitled  to  serve?" 

A  somewhat  supercilious  smile  came  over  the  countenance  of 
the  juror;  and  Le  looked  round  at  the  person  who  could  presume 
to  make  suck  a  remark,  with  something  very  like  an  air  of  con- 
tempt. 

"  I  am  Doctor  Robinson,"  he  then  ohaerred,  laying  erapharaa 
on  his  learned  appellation. 

Williams  seemed  at  a  loss ;  for,  to  say  the  truth,  he  had  never 
heard  of  any  such  phy&ician  in  the  county.  Timnis  was  quit* 
aa  much  mystified;  when  a  member  of  the  bar  leaned  across  a 
table,  and  whispered  to  Dunscomb  that  the  juror  was  a  celebrated 
quack,  who  made  pills  that  would  cure  all  diseases;  and  who, 
having  made  a  fortune,  had  bought  a  place  in  the  county,  and 
was  to  all  legal  purposes  entitled  to  serve. 

"The  juror  can  stand  aside,"  said  Dunscomb,  rising  in  his 
slow  dignified  manner,  "  If  it  please  the  court,  tee  challenge 
peremptorily." 

Timms  looked  still  more  surprised;  and  when  told  the  reason 
for  the  course  taken  by  his  associate,  he  was  even  sorry. 

"  The  man  h  a  quack,"  said  Dunscomb,  "  and  there  is  quackery 
enough  in  this  system  of  a  jury,  without  calling  in  assistance  from 
the  more  opeo  practitioners." 

"  I  'm  afraid,  'Squire,  he  is  just  the  sort  of  man  we  want.  I 
can  work  on  such  spirits,  when  I  iail  altogether  with  more  every- 
day-kind of  men.     A  little  quackery  does  no  harm  to  some 

"Ira  Kingsland,"  called  out  the  clerk. 
Ira  Kingsland  appeared,  a  staid,  solid,  respectable  husband- 
nan — one  of  those  it  ia  a  mistaken  usage  of  the  country  to  term 
15* 
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yeomen;  and  of  a  class  that  contains  more  useful  information, 
practical  good  sense  aiai  judgment,  than  might  be  imagined, 
under  all  the  circumstances. 

As  no  objcctioD  was  raised,  this  juror  was  receiTed,  and  the 
[»nnel  was  complete.  After  cautioning  the  jurors  about  listen- 
ing and  talking,  in  tJie  usual  waj,  the  judge  adjourned  the  court 
Sot  diuner. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

"  I  know  it  is  dreadful !     I  f^el  the 
Anguiab  of  thy  generous  bouI  —  but  I  was  bom 
To  murder  all  who  love  me." 

Otorgt  BarmntU. 

DuNSCOMB  was  followed  to  his  room  by  Millington,  between 
•rhoin  and  himself,  John  Wilmeter  had  occasion  to  rem^k,  a 
sadden  intimacy  had  sprung  up.  The  counsellor  had  always 
liked  his  student,  or  he  would  never  have  consented  to  give  him 
his  niece ;  hut  it  was  not  usual  for  him  to  hold  as  long,  or  seem- 
ingly as  confidential  conversations  with  the  young  man,  as  now 
proved  to  be  the  case.  When  the  interview  was  over,  Millinglfln 
mounted  a  horse  and  galloped  ofii  in  the  direction  of  tovro,  in 
that  almost  exploded  manner  of  moving.  Time  was,  and  thut 
within  the  memory  of  man,  when  the  gentlemen  of  New  York 
were  in  their  saddles  hours  each  day;  but  all  this  is  chan^g 
with  the  times.  We  live  in  an  age  of  bugles,  the  gig,  phaeton, 
and  curricle  having  disappeared,  and  the  utilitarian  vehicle  just 
named  having  taken  their  places.  Were  it  not  for  the  women,  who 
still  have  occasion  for  closer  carnages,  the  whole  nation  would 
soon  be  riding  about  in  buggies  I  Bereaford  is  made,  by  one  of 
his  annotators,  to  complain  that  everything  like  individuality  ifl 
becoming  lost  in  England,  and  that  the  progress  of  great  improve- 
ments must  be  checked,  or  independent  thinkers  will  shortly  be 
.  out  of  the  question.  If  this  be  true  of  England,'  what  might  not 
be  said  on  the  same  subject  of  America?  Here,  where  there  is 
w  much  oonununity  as  to  have  completely  engulphed  everything 
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like  indmdual  thought  and  actioD,  we  take  it  the  most  Imitative 
people  on  earth  are  to  be  found.  Tliis  truth  is  manifested  in  a 
thousand  (iiugs.  Every  town  is  getting  ifa  Broadway,  thus  de- 
feating the  very  object  of  names;  to-daj  the  country  is  dotted 
with  Grecian  temples,  to-morrow  with  Gothic  71113266,  all  the 
purposes  of  domestic  architecture  being  sadly  forgotten  in  each; 
and,  as  one  of  the  Spensers  is  said  to  have  introduced  the  article 
of  dress  which  bears  his  name,  hy  betting  he  could  set  the  fashion 
of  cutting  off  the  skirts  ef  the  coat,  so  might  one  who  is  looked 
up  to,  in  this  country,  almost  set  the  faohion  of  cutting  off  the  nose. 

Dunscomb,  however,  was  a  perfectly  original  thinker.  This 
he  manifested  in  his  pnvate  Ijfo,  as  well  aa  in  his  public  profes- 
Bon.  His  opinions  were  formed  in  his  own  way,  and  his  acts 
were  as  much  those  of  the  individual  as  circumstances  would  at 
all  allow-  His  motives  in  despatching  Millington  so  suddenly 
to  town  were  known  to  himself,  and  will  probably  be  shcwu  to 
the  reader,  as  the  narrative  proceeds 

"  Well,  sir,  how  are  we  getting  on  ?"  asked  John  Wilmeter, 
throwing  himself  into  a  chair,  in  his  uncle's  room,  with  a  heated 
wd  eicited  air.     "  I  hope  things  are  going  to  your  mind  ?" 

"  We  have  got  a  jury,  Jack,  and  that  is  aHl  that  can  be  said 
in  the  matter,"  returned  the  uncle,  looking  over  some  papers  aa 
the  conversation  proceeded.  "  It  is  good  progress,  in  a  capital 
case,  lo  get  a  jury  empannelled  in  the  first  forenoon." 

"  You  '11  have  the  verdict  in,  by  this  time  to-morrow,  sir,  I  'm 
ifraid!" 

"  Why  afraid,  boy  ?  The  sooner  the  poor  woman  is  acquitted, 
the  better  will  it  be  for  her." 

"  Ay,  if  she  be  acquitted ;  but  I  fear  everything  is  looking 
dark,  in  the  case." 

"And  this  from  you,  who  fancied  the  occuBed  an  angel  of 
llght^  only  a  week  since  ! " 

"  She  ia.oalaial^  a  most  faadnating  oreatuie,  lehen  she  eluxm* 
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to  he,"  said  Joho,  with  emphasis ;  "  but  she  does  not  alwnya 
chwm  to  appear  in  that  character." 

"  She  is  most  eortainlya  fascinating  creature,  when  she  choose* 
to  be!''  returned  the  uncle,  with  yery  much  the  same  sort  of 
entphasi)'. 

But  Dunscomb's  manner  waa  very  different  from  that  of  hia 
nephew.  John  waa  excited,  petulant,  irritable,  and  in  a  a'ate  to 
feei  and  say  I  aagrepable  th  ngs  d  ssati  fied  w  tb  h  iiself  a  d 
consequ  ntly  not  very  well  plea'^  1  w  (h  otbe  n  \  ^rcat  change 
had  come  over  h  s  feel  ngs  trulj  with  n  th  la  t  week  and  the 
image  of  the  gentle  Anna  Updyke  wm  fast  tak  ^  tl  place  of 
that  f  Mary  Mo  eon  ^i  the  latter  seldon  aaw  tl  e  young 
man  and  then  only  ^t  the  gr  te  tl  e  f  mer  I  ad  g  t  t  be  the 
means  of  e  m  nu  eat  on  between  the  you  hful  a  Ivocate  an  1  h  a 
cl  nt  (hr  w  g  them  constantly  n  eaol  other  way  On  such 
occas  ns  Annt  was  alw  ys  ao  tr  itbf  1  ao  gentle  i  eameat  so 
natural  and  so  sweelly  fe  n  n  ne  that  John  ra  st  have  been 
male  t  stone  to  em  n  mien  ble  of  her  escpjlent  q  al  t  es 
tf  women  d  d  but  know  how  mneh  th  r  power  not  to  i  y  hi  ns 
are  increased  by  gentlene  s  by  tendemeaa  n  5  en  f  eoHness  of 
manner,  by  keeping  within  the  natural  circle  of  their  sex's  feeN 
ingsj  instead  of  aping  an  independence  and  spirit  more  suited  to> 
men  than  to  their  own  condition,  we  should  see  less  of  discord  in 
domesljc  life,  happier  wives,  better  mothers,  and  more  reasonable 
mistresses.  No  one  knew  this  better  than  Dunscomb,  who  had' 
not  been  an  indifferent  spectator  of  hia  nephew's  course,  and  who 
fancied  this  a  favourable  moment  to  say  a  word  to  hira,  on  «  auh- 
ject  that  be  felt  to  be  important. 

"  This  choosing  to  be  is  a  very  material  item  in  the  female 
character,'.'  continued  the  counsellor,  after  a  moment  of  silent 
and  profound  thought.  "Whatever  else  jou  may  do,  my  boy, 
in  the  way  of  matrimony,  marry  a  gentle  and  feminine  womaa. 
Take  my  woni  for  it,  there  is  n«  ^r»e  happinesB  with  any  othei." 
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'Wtmen  have  their  tastes  and  eaprities,  and  like  to  indiilgfe 
^hem,  Bir  aa  well  i*  ourselveB." 

"AH  (bit  mvj  be  true,  but  avoid  what  is  termed  ^  woman  of 
Independent  «pint  They  are  usually  so  many  devils  incarnate. 
If  lhey  happen  I"  unite  moneyed  independence  with  moral  inde- 
pend  nee,  I  im  not  quite  certain  that  their  tyranny  is  not  worse 
than  that  of  Nero  A  tyrannical  woman  is  worse  than  a  tyran- 
meal  min  bwause  ahe  is  apt  to  he  capricious.  At  one  moment 
she  will  blew  hot,  ■it  the  next  cold;  at  one  time  she  will  give, 
at  thp  next  elufeh  back  her  ^fta;  to-day  she  is  the  devoted  and 
obedient  wife,  to-morrow  the  domineering  partner.  No,  no,  Jack, 
marry  a  Kmnan ,  which  means  a  kind,  gentle,  affectionate, 
thoughtful  creiture,  whose  heart  is  so  ful!  of  you,  there  is  no 
foom  m  it  for  herself.  Marry  just  such  a  ^'rl  as  Anna  Ilpdyke, 
if  you  cin  get  her " 

"I  thank  jon  sir,"  answered  John,  colouring.  "I  dare  say 
thp  advice  IB  goud  and  I  shall  bear  it  in  mind.  What  would 
you  think  of  a  womin  like  Mary  Monson,  for  a  wife?" 

Dunsconib  turned  a  vacant  look  at  his  nephew,  as  if  his 
thoughts  were  far  away,  and  his  chin  dropped  on  his  hraom. 
This  abstriction  lasted  but  a  minute,  however  when  the  young 
man  got  his  inswer. 

"  IMory  Monaon  is  a  wife,  and  I  fear  a.  bid  one,"  returned  the 
ooun«ellor  "  If  she  he  the  woman  I  suppose  her  to  be,  her  his- 
tory brief  as  it  is,  la  a  very  lamentable  one.  John,  you  are  my 
Bster'a  son,  and  my  heir.  You  are  nearer  to  me  than  any  other 
human  being,  in  one  sense,  though  I  certainly  love  Sarah  quite 
SB  well  as  I  do  you,  if  not  a  little  better.  These  ties  of  feeling 
are  strange  links  in  our  nature !  At  one  time  I  loved  your  mo- 
ther with  a  tenderness  such  ais  a  father  might  feel  for  a  child;  in 


ihort,  with  a  brother's  love  —  a  b 


a  young,  i 


pretty,  and  good  grl,  and  I  thought  I  eould  never  love  another 
U  T  loved  Elizabeth.     She  returned  my  afiection,  and  there  wae 
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i  period  of  many  years  when  it  was  supposed  that  we  were  to 
pass  clown  the  vale  of  life  in  oompauj,  as  brother  and  sister  — 
old  hachelor  and  old  maid.  Your  fatter  deranged  all  this,  and 
it  thirty-four  niy  sister  left  me.  It  was  like  pulling  mj  hcart- 
etrings  out  of  me,  and  so  much  the  worse,  boy,  because  they 
were  ah'cady  sore." 

Joho  started.  His  uncle  spoke  hoarsely,  and  a.  shudder,  that 
Iras  so  violent  as  to  be  perceptible  to  hia  compauloa,  passed 
through  his  frame.  The  cheeks  of  the  counsellor  were  usually 
colourless ;  now  they  appeared  absolutely  pallid. 

"This,  then,"  thought  John  Wilmeter,  "is  the  insensible  old 
bachelor,  who  was  thought  to  live  altogether  for  himself.  How 
little  does  the  world  really  know  of  what  is  passing  within  it ! 
Well  may  it  be  said,  '  there  is  a  steloton  in  every  house.' " 

Dunscomb  soon  recovered  his  self-coramand.  Reaching  forth 
un  arm,  he  took  his  nephew's  hand,  and  said  affection- 
itely — 

"  I  am  not  often  thus,  Jack,  as  you  must  know,  A  vivid 
recollection  of  days  that  have  long  been  past  canie  freshly  over 
me,  and  I  believe  I  have  been  a  little  unmanned.  To  you,  my 
eaily  history  is  a  blank;  but  a  very  few  words  will  serve  to  tcU 
all  yuu  need  ever  know.  I  was  about  your  time  of  life,  Jack, 
when  T  loved,  courted,  and  became  engaged  to  Mary  MillingtoL 
— Michael's  great-aunt.     Is  this  new  to  you  ?" 

"  Not  entirely,  sir ;  Sarah  baa  told  me  something  of  the  same 
sort — you  know  the  girls  get  hold  of  family  anecdotes  sooner 
than  we  men." 

"She  then  probably  (tild  you  that  I  was  cruelly,  heartlessly, 
jilted,  for  a  richer  man.  Mary  married,  and  left  one  daughter; 
who  also  married  early,  her  own  cousin,  Frank  Millington,  the 
■jousin  of  Miciael's  father.  You  may  now  see  why  I  have  ever 
felt  HO  much  interest  in  your  future  brother-in-law." 

"  He  is  a  good  fellow,  and  quite  free  from  all  jilting  blood, 
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I'll  answer  for  it.     But,  mbat  has  become  of  this  Mrs,  Frani 
Millington?     I  remember  no  such  person." 

"  Like  Ler  mother,  she  died  young,  leaving  an  only  daughter' 
to  inherit  her  name  and  ?ery  ample  fortune.  The  reason  yon 
never  knew  Mr.  Frank  Millington  is  probably  because  he  went 
to  Paris  early,  where  he  educated  his  daughter,  in  a  great  degree 
—  there,  and  in  England — and  when  he  died,  Mildred  Milling- 
ton,  the  heiress  of  both  parents,  is  said  to  have  had  quit*  twenty 
thousand  a  year.  Certain  officious,  friends  made  a  niatch  for  h«r, 
Ihave  heard,  with  a  Frenchman  of  some  family,  but  small  means; 
and  the  recent  revolution  has  driven  them  to  this  country,  where, 
ua  I  have  been  told,  she  took  the  reins  of  domestic  goverament 
into  her  own  hands,  until  some  sort  of  a  separation  has  been  the 
consequence." 

"Why,  this  account  is  surprisingly  like  the  report  we  have 
had  coQcerning  Mary  Monson,  this  morning !"  cried  Jack,  spring- 
ing to  his  feet  with  excitement. 

"  I  believe  her  to  be  the  same  person.  Many  things  unite  to 
create  this  opinion.  In  the  first  pLiee,  there  is  certainly  a  marked 
family  resemblance  to  her  grandmother  and  mother;  then  the 
education,  manners,  languages,  money,  JIarie  Moulin,  aud  the 
initials  of  the  assumed  name,  each  and  all  have  their  solution  in 
this  belief.  The  '  Mademoiselle'  and  the  '  Madame'  of  the  "Swiss 
maid  arc  explained;  in  short,  if  we  can  believe  this  Mary  Mon- 
eon  to  be  Madame  de  Larocheforte,  we  can  find  an  explanation 
of  everything  that  is  puzzling  in  her  antecedents." 

"  But,  why  should  a  woman  of  twenty  thousand  a  year  be  liv 
4ng  in  the  cottage  of  Peter  Goodwin  ?" 

"Because  she  is  a  woman  of  twenty  thousand  a  year.  Mons. 
de  Larocheforte  found  her  money  was  altogether  at  her  own  com- 
mand, by  this  new  law,  and,  naturally  enough,  he  desired  to  play 
Bomelhing  more  than  a  puppet's  part  in  Uis  own  abode  and  family. 
The  Jady  cliugs  to  her  dollars,  which  she  loves  more  than  hei 
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hoBliaiid ;  a  quarrel  ensues,  and  she  chooses  to  retire  frata  kdS 
protection,  aad  euneeaj  herself,  for  a  time,  under  Peter  Groodwin'a 
roof,  to  evade  pursuit.  Caprieioua  and  wrong-headed  women  do 
a  thousaad  strange  things,  and  thoughtless  gabblers  often  sustain 
them  in  what  they  do," 

"  This  is  rendering  the  marriage  tie  very  slight !" 

"  It  is  treating  it  with  contempt;  setting  at  naught  the  laws 
of  Gfod  and  man  —  one's  duties,  and  the  highest  obligations  of 
woman.  Still,  many  of  the  sex  fancy  if  they  abstain  from  one 
great  and  distinct  offence,  the  whole  catalogue  of  the  remaining 
misdeeds  is  at  their  mercy." 

"Not  to  the  estent  of  murder  and  arson,  surely  !  Why  should 
such  a  woman  commit  these  crimes?" 

"One  never  knows.  We  are  fearfully  constituted,  John; 
morally  and  physically.  The  fairest  form  often  conceals  the 
blackest  heart,  and  vice  versa.  But  I  am  now  satisfied  that  there 
is  a  vein  of  insanity  in  this  branch  of  the  Millingtons;  and  it  is 
possible  Madame  de  Larocheforte  is  more  to  be  pitied  than  to  be 
censured." 

"  You  surely  do  not  think  her  guilty,  uncle  Tom  ?" 

The  counsellor  looked  intently  at  his  nephew,  shaded  hia  brow 
a  moment,  gazed  upward,  and  answered — 

"  I  do.  There  is  such  a  chain  of  proof  against  her  aa  will 
scares  admit  of  explanation.  I  am  afraid.  Jack  —  I  am  afraid 
that  she  has  done  these  deeds,  terrible  as  they  are  !  Such  haa 
been  my  opinion,  now,  for  some  time;  though  my  mind  has 
vacillated,  as  I  make  no  doubt  will  prove  to  be  the  case  with 
those  of  most  of  the  jurors.  It  is  a  s^d  alternative;  but  I  see 
no  safety  for  her  except  in  the  plea  of  insanity,  t  ani  in  hopes 
that  something  may  be  made  out  in  that  respect." 

"We  are  quite  without  witnesses  to  the  point;  are  we  not, 
mV 

"  Certainly;  but  Michael  Miltington  has  gone  to  town  to  sead 
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bj  telegraph  fur  the  nearest  connections  of  Madame  de  Laroclio 
fort«,  who  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia.  The 
husband  himself  is  somewhere  on  the  Hudson.  He  must  be 
hunted  up  too.  Michael  will  see  to  all  this.  I  shall  get  the 
judge  to  adjourn  early  this  evening  j  and  we  mu.st  spin  out  the 
trial  fur  the  nest  day  or  two,  in  order  to  collect  our  forces  The 
judge  is  young  and  indulgenl.  He  has  certain  ridiculous  notions 
about  saving  the  time  of  the  public;  hut  docs  not  feci  secure 
eaough  ia  his  seat  to  be  very  positive." 

At  this  in-stint  Timms  burst  into  the  room,  in  a  high  state  of 
excitement,  exclaiming,  the  moment  he  was  sure  that  hia  words 
would  nnt  reach  any  hostile  ears — 

"  Our  eaie  is  desperate '  All  the  Kurtons  are  coming  out  dead 
against  us ,  and  neither  '  (he  new  philanthropy,'  nor  '  Friends,' 
nor  '  anil  gallows,'  can  eave  us.  I  never  knew  excitement  get  up 
BO  fait  It 's  the  infernal  aristocracy  that  kills  us  !  —  Williams 
make*  great  uie  of  it ,  and  our  people  will  not  stand  aristocracy. 
See  what  i  magnanimous  report  to  the  legislature  the  learned 
Attorney  General  has  just  made  on  the  subject  of  aristocracy. 
How  -idmirably  he  touches  up  the  kings  and  countesses!" 

"Pshaw'"  exclaimed  Dunscomb,  with  a  contemptuous  curl 
of  the  hp  —  "not  one  in  a  thousand  knows  the  meaning  of  the 
word,  and  he  among  the  rest.  The  report  you  mention  is  that 
of  a  refined  gentleman,  to  he  sure,  and  is  addressed  to  his  eijuals. 
Whit  exclusive  political  pn\ilcge  does  Mary  Mon son  possess? 
or  what  does  the  patroon,  unless  it  be  the  privilege  of  having 
more  stolen  from  him,  by  political  frauds,  than  any  other  man  in 
the  State?  This  cant  about  social  aristocracy,  even  in  a  stale  of 
Bodety  in  which  the  servant  deserts  his  master  with  inipiiriity,  it. 
the  midst  of  a  dinner,  is  very  miserable  stuff!  Aristocr:icy,  for- 
sooth !  If  there  be  aristocracy  in  America,  the  blackguard  is  the 
aristocrat.  Away,  then,  with  all  this  trash,  and  ppeak  common 
Ncnue  in  future." 


■vGoogle 


tiib'ways    of   tub    hour.  355 

"  You  amaze  me,  air !  Why,  I  regard  you  as  a  sort  of  afiato- 
nut,  Mr.  Dunseomb." 

"  Me  !  —  Ami  what  do  you  see  aristocratic  about  me,  pray  f" 

"  Why,  sir,  you  don't  look  Vike  tbe  rest  of  us.  Your  very 
icatk  is  different  —  your  language,  manners,  dress,  habits  and 
opinions,  all  diff*  from  those  of  the  Duke's  county  bar.  Now, 
to  my  notion,  that  is  being  escluaive  and  peculiar;  and  whatever 
h  peculiar  is  aristocratic,  is  it  not?" 

Here  Dunseomb  and  his  nephew  burst  out  in  a  laugh ;  and, 
for  a  few  minutes,  JIary  Monson  was  forgotten.  Timms  was 
quite  in  earnest;  for  be  bad  fallen  into  the  every-day  notions,  in 
this  rcspccf,  and  it  was  not  easy  to  get  him  out  of  them. 

"  Perhaps  t]ic  Di^'s  county  bar  contains  the  aristocrats,  and 
I  am  the  cerf!"  said  the  counsellor. 

"  That  cannot  be — you  must  be  the  aristocrat,  if  any  there  be 
among  us.  I  don't  know  lohi/  it  is  so,  but  so  it  is;  yes,  you  are 
the  aristocrat,  if  there  be  one  at  our  bar." 

Jack  smiled,  and  looked  funny;  but  he  had  the  discretion  to 
hold  histongue.  He  had  heard  that  a  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  top 
of  tbe  English  aristocracy,  was  so  remarkable  for  bis  personal 
habits  as  actually  to  be  offensive ;  a  man  who,  according  to 
Timms's  notions,  would  have  been  a  long  way  down  the  social 
ladder;  but  who,  nevertheless,  was  a  top-peer,  if  not  a  top-saw- 
yer. It  was  easy  to  see  that  Timms  confounded  a.  gentleman  with 
an  aristocrat;  a  confusion  in  ideas  that  is  very  common,  and 
which  is  far  from  being  unnatural,  when  it  is  remembered  how 
few  formerly  acquired  any  of  the  graces  of  deportment  who  had 
not  previously  attained  positive,  eselusive,  political  rights.  Aa 
for  the  Attorney-General  and  his  report,  Jack  had  sufficient 
lagac'ity  to  see  it  was  A  document  that  said  one  thing  and  meant 
Mother;  professing  deference  for  a  people  that  it  did  not  stop  to 
wmplimeat  with  tbe  possession  of  either  common  houeatj  oi 
good  manners. 
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"  I  ^lope  my  aristocracy  is  uut  likeljr  to  affect  the  iDtei.sta  of 

"  No;  there  is  little  danger  of  that.  It  is  the  demociiicy  of 
the  EurtOQs  which  will  do  that.  I  learn  from  Johnson  that  they 
ail)  coming  out  stronger  and  str  mger ,  an  1 1  feel  (.ertain  Williams 
is  fcurL  of  their  te-timony  By  the  way,  sir,  I  \ijil  ■i  hint  from 
liim,  aa  we  Ittt  the  court-hiu&c,  that  the  fiie  thousanJ  di-lhrs 
might  yet  take  bilu  from   the  field 

'  This  Mr  Williams  aa  well  as  jrur^di  Timm",  must  be 
moie  cautiou-.,  or  the  Lw  will  ^et  taseit  ita  pawer  It  is  >ery 
much  humbled,  I  am  iware,  under  tiic  majcftj  of  the  people 
and  a  feeble  administration  of  its  d,uthority,  but  its  arm  is  long, 
and  its  gripe  patent,  when  it  ehooses  to  exert  its  force.  Take 
my  advice,  and  ha\e  no  more  to  do  with  sutih  arrangenients." 

Tiie  dinner-bell  put  an  end  to  the  discission  Tinima  vanished 
like  a  ghost;  but  Dunscomb,  whose  habits  were  gentlemanlike, 
and  who  knew  that  Mrs.  Horton  had  assigned  a  particular  seat 
to  him,  moved  more  delihtriitely ;  following,  his  nephew  about 
the  time  Timms  was  half  through  the  meal. 

An  American  tavern-dinner,  during  the  sitting  of  the  circuit, 
is  every  way  worthy  of  a  minute  and  graphic  deaoription ;  hut 
our  limits  will  hardly  admit  of  our  assuming  the  task.  If 
"  misery  makes  a  man  acquainted  with  strange  bed-fellows,"  so 
does  the  law.  Judges,  advocates,  witnesses,  sheriffs,  clerks,  con- 
stables, and  not  unfrequently  the  accused,  dine  in  common,  with 
rail-road  speed.  The  rattling  of  knives,  forks,  and  spoons,  the 
clatter  of  plates,  the  rushing  of  waiters,  landlord,  landlady,  cham- 
Lcr-maids,  ostler  and  bar-keeper  included,  produce  a  confusion 
that  would  do  honour  to  the  most  profound  "  republican  simpli- 
city." Everything  approaches  a  state  of  nature  but  the  eatables; 
and  they  are  invariably  overdone.  On  an  evil  day,  some  Yankee 
invented  an  article  termed  a  f  cooking-atove  j"  and  slhce  its  ap- 
pearance everything  like  good  cookery  has  vanished  fi:om  the 
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oommon  American  (able.  There  is  plenty  spoiled ;  abundance 
abused.  Of  made  dishes,  with  the  ezceptiou  of  two  or  three  of 
very  simple  characters,  there  never  were  any ;  and  these  havo 
been  burned  to  cinders  by  the  bakiug  processes  of  tJie  "  cook- 
stoves." 

It  matters  little,  however,  to  the  convives  of  a  circuit-couit 
dinner,  what  the  dishes  are  called,  or  of  what  they  are  composed. 
"Haste"  forbids  "taste;"  and  it  actually  occurred  that  day,  aa 
it  occurs  almost  invariably  on  such  occasions,  tliat  a  very  clever 
country  practitioner  was  asked  the  materiel  of  the  dish  he  had 
been  eating,  and  he  could  not  tell  it !  Talk  of  the  mysteries  of 
French  cookery !  The  ''  cook-stove"  produces  more  mystery  than 
^1  the  art  of  all  the  culinary  artists  of  Paris ;  and  this,  too,  on  a 
principle  that  tallies  admirably  with  that  of  the  purest  "  republi- 
can simplicity ;"  since  it  causes  all  things  to  taste  alike. 

To  a  dinner  of  tliis  stamp  Dunscorab  now  sat  down,  just  ten 
minutes  after  the  first  clatter  of  a  plate  was  heard,  and  just  aa 
the  only  remove  was  seen,  in  the  form  of  slices  of  pie,  pudding 
and  enke.  With  his  habits,  railroad  speed  or  lightning-line  eating 
could  find  no  favour;  and  he  and  Jack  got  their  dinner,  as  best 
they  wight,  amid  the  confusion  and  remnants  of  the  close  of  such 
a  repast.  Ninc-tentha  of  those  who  had  so  lately  been  at  work 
nn  treneher-raen  were  now  picking  their  t«eth,  smoking  segara, 
or  preparing  fresh  quids  for  the.  afternoon.  A  few  clients  were 
already  holding  their  lawyers  by  the  button;  and  here  and  tliero 
one  of  the  latter  led  the  way  to  his  room  to  "  settle"  some  slander 
cause  in  which  the  plaintiff  had  got  frightened. 

It  is  a  bad  sign  when  eating  is  carried  on  wittont  conversation. 
To  converse,  however,  at  such  a  table,  is  morally  if  not  physically 
impossible.  Morally,  because  each  man's  mind  is  so  intent  on 
getting  as  much  as  he  wants,  that  it  ia  almost  impossible  to  bring 
hia  thoughts  to  bear  on  any  other  subject;  physically,  on  account 
rf  the  clatter,  a  movement  in  which  an  eohpse  of  a  plate  by  ths 
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ijody  of  a  WMter  is  no  unusual  thing,  aiid  nniversal  aiilvitj  ol 
the  teeth.  Conversation  under  such  circumstances  would  ha 
(jnily  a  sort  of  Teiilriloquism ;  the  portion  of  the  human  frMoe 
iaeluiied  in  the  term  being  all  in  all  just  at  that  moment. 

Notwithstanijiug  these  emh^rrassincnts  and  unpleasant  accom- 
paDimen(s,  Dunscomb  and  his  nephew  got  their  dinners,  and  were 
about  to  quit  the  table  as  McBrain  entered.  The  doctor  would 
not  expose  his  bride  to  the  confusion  of  the  common  table,  where 
there  was  so  much  that  is  revolting  to  all  trained  in  the  usages 
of  good  company,  singularly  blended  with  a  decency  of  deporU 
ment,  and  a  consideration  for  the  rights  of  each,  that  serve  to 
form  bright  spots  in  American  character;  but  he  had  obtained  a 
more  private  room  for  the  females  of  his  party. 

"  We  should  do  pretty  well,"  observed  McBrain,  in  espiain- 
ing  his  accommodations,  "  were  it  not  for  a  troublesome  neighbour 
in  an  adjoining  room,  who  is  either  insane  or  intoiicated.  Mrs. 
Hortou  has  put  us  in  your  wing,  and  I  should  think  3'ou  must 
occasionally  hear  from  him  too?" 

"  The  man  is  constantly  drunk,  they  tell  me,  and  is  a  little 
troublesome  at  times.  On  the  whole,  however,  he  does  not  annoy 
me  much.  I  shall  take  the  hherty  of  dining  with  you  to-morrow, 
Ned;  this  eating  against  time  does  not  agree  with  my  consti- 
tution." 

"  To-morrow  !  —  I  was  thinking  that  my  examination  would 
he  ended  this  afternoon,  and  that  we  might  return  to  town  in  the 
morning.     You  will  remember  I  have  patients  to  attend  to." 

"  You  will  have  more  reason  for  patience.  If  you  get  through 
in  a  week,  you  will  he  lucty." 

"  It  is  a  curious  case  !  I  find  all  the  local  faculty  ready  to 
swear  through  thick  and  thin  against  her.  My  own  opinion  ia 
Sxed — but  what  is  the  opinion  of  one  man  against  those  of  sev^'al 
in  the  same  profession  f" 

"  We  will  put  that  question  to  Mrs.  Hortou,  who  is  cofning  to 
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aek  how  we  have  dined — Thaak'e'!,  my  good  Mr&  Tlorton,  we 
have  done  remarkably  well,  considering  all  the  eircumstanc68." 

The  laodlady  was  pleaiied,  and  smirked,  and  expressed  hei 
gratification.  The  sous  enleiulu  of  Daiiscoaib  waa  lost.upon  herj 
and  human  vanity  is  very  apt  to  accept  the  flattering,  and  to  over- 
look the  disagreeable.  She  was  pleased  that  the  great  York  lawyer 
was  satisfied. 

3Ira.  Horton  waa  an  American  landlady,  in  the  strictest  sonst 
of  the  word.  This  implies  many  features  distinct  from  her  Euro- 
pean counterpart;  some  of  which  tell  greatly  in  her  favour,  and 
others  not  so  much  so.  Decency  of  exterior,  and  a  feminine 
deportment,  are  so  characteristic  of  the  sex  in  this  country,  that 
they  need  scarcely  be  adverted  to.  There  were  no  aly  Jokes,  no 
doubles  entendrea  with  Mrs.  Horton;  who  mwntained  too  grave 
a  countenance  to  admit  of  such  liberties.  Then,  she  was  entirely 
free  from  the  little  eipedienta  of  a  desire  to  gwn  that  are  naturally 
enough  adopted  in  older  communities,  where  the  pressure  of 
numbers  drives  the  poor  to  their  wits' -end,  in  order  to  live.  Ame- 
rican abundance  had  generated  American  liberatity  in  Mrs.  Hor- 
ton ;  and  if  one  of  her  guests  asked  for  bread,  she  would  ^ve 
him  the  loaf.  She  was,  mpreover,  what  the  country  round  termed 
"accommodating;"  meaning  that  she  was  obli^ng  and  good-na- 
tured. Her  faults  were  a  fierce  love  of  gossip,  concealed  under 
a  veil  of  great  indifierence  and  modesty,  a  prying  curiosity,  and  a 
determination  to  know  everything,  touching  everybody,  who  ever 
came  under  her  roof.  This  last  propensity  had  got  her  info 
difficulties,  several  Injurious  report^  having  been  traced  to  hor 
tongue,  which  was  indebted  to  her  imagination  for  fully  one-half 
of  what  she  had  circulated.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  that, 
among  the  right  set,  Mrs.  Horton  waa  a  great  talkft-.  As  Duns- 
oomb  was  a  fevourite,  he  was  not  likely  t«  escape  on  the  present 
occasion ;  the  room  being  clear  of  aJl  the  gooBta  bnt  Uiose  of  his 
mrn  partjr. 
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"  I  am  glad  to  get  a  little  quiet  talk  with  jou,  'Squire  Dunft- 
eoiub,"  the  landlady  commenced;  "for  a  body  can  depend  on 
what  13  heard  from  such  authority.  Do  they  mean  to  hang  Mary 
Monson?'! 

"  It  is  rather  premature  to  aat  that  question,  Mra.  Hortoa. 
The  jury  is  empanuelled,  and  there  we  stand  at  present." 

"  Is  it  a  good  jury  ?  —  Some  of  our  Duke's  county  juries  are 
Qone  too  good,  they  tell  me." 

"  The  whole  institution  is  a  miacrable  contrivanee  for  lie 
Bdministration  of  juatice.     Could  a  higher  class  of  citizens  com-  . 
pose  the  juries,  the  system  might  still  do,  with  a  few  improve- 

"  Why  not  elect  them  ?"  demanded  the  landlady,  who  was, 
ex  officio,  a  poljlician,  much  aa  women  are  usually  politicians  in 
this  country.  In  other  words,  she  felt  her  opinions,  without 
knowing  their  reasons. 

"  God  forbid,  my  good  Mrs.  Horton — we  have  elective  judgesj 
that  will  do  for  the  present.  Too  much  of  a  good  thing.is  as 
injurious  as  the  positively  bad.  I  prefer  &t  present  mode  of 
drawing  lota." 

"  Have  you  got  a  Quaker  in  the  box?  —  If  you  have,  you  are 
safe  enough." 

"I  doubt  if  the  District  Attorney  would  suffer  that;  although 
he  appears  to  be  kind  and  considerate.  The  man  who  goes  into 
that  bos  must  be  prepared  to  hang  if  necessary." 

"  For  my  part,  I  wish  all  hanging  was  done  away  with.  I 
can  see  no  good  that  hanging  can  do  a  man," 

"  You  mistake  the  object,  my  dear  Mrs.  Horton,  though  your 
argument  is  quite  as  good  as  many  that  are  openly  advanced  on 
the  same  siile  of  the  question." 

"  Just  hear  me,  'Squire,"  rejoined  the  woman ;  for  she  loved 
deaily  to  get  into  a  diBcusaion  on  any  question  that  she  was  ac 
tnetomed  to  hear  debated  among  her  gnests.     "  The  country 
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hanga  a.  body  to  reform  a  bodj  j  and  what  good  can  that  do  when 
%  body  is  dead  ?" 

"  Very  ingeniously  put,"  returned  tbe  counsellor,  politely 
offering  his  bos  to  the  landlady,  wbo  took  a  few  grains ;  and 
lien  deliberately  helping  himself  to  a  pinch  of  snuff—  "  quit* 
as  ingeniously  as  much  of  the  argument  that  appears  in  public. 
The  objection  lies  to  the  premises,  and  not  to  tbe  deduction, 
which  is  absolutely  logical  and  just.  A  hanged  body  is  eertainly 
Ml  uureformed  body ;  and,  as  you  say,  it  is  quite  useless  to  bang 
in  order  to  reform." 

"  There '."  exclmmed  the  woman  in  triumph-—"  I  told  'Squira 
Timms  that  a  gentleman  who  knows  aa  much  as  you  do  must  be 
on  our  side.  Depend  on  one  thing,  lawyer  Dunscomb,  and  you 
too,  gentlemen  —  depend  on  it,  that  Mary  Monson  will  never  be 
hanged." 

This  was  said  with  a  meaning  so  peculiar,  that  it  struck  Duns- 
comb,  who  watehcd  the  woman's  earnest  countenance  while  she 
was  spealting,  with  undevialjng  interest  and  intensity. 

"  It  is  my  duty  and  my  wish,  Mrs.  Horton,  to  believe  aa  much, 
and  to  make  others  believe  it  also,  if  I  can,"  he  answered,  now 
anxious  to  prolong  a  discourse  that  a  moment  before  he  had  found' 


"  You  can,  if  you  mil  only  try.  I  believe  in  dreams  —  and  T 
dreamt  a  week  ago  that  Mary  Monson  would  be  acquitted.  It 
would  be  ag'in  all  our  new  notions  to  hang  so  nice  a  lady." 

"  Our  tastes  might  lake  offence  at  it ;  and  taate  ia  of  sotne  in- 
fluence yet,  I  &m  bound  to  agree  with  you." 

"  But  you  do  agree  with  me  in  the  useleasness  of  hanging, 
when  the  object  is  to  reform?" 

"  TInfortuoat«ly  for  the  force  of  that  argument,  my  dew 
landlady,  society  does  not  punish  for  the  purposes  of  reforma- 
tion—  that  is  a  very  common  blunder  of  superficial  philanthro 
pisU" 
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"  Not  for  the  purposes  of  reformation,  'Squire  ! — Tou  aatosiali 
me  !     Why,  for  what  else  should  it  punish  ?" 

'•  For  its  own  protection.  To  prevent  others  from  committing 
n.urder.  Have  you  no  other  reason  than  ynur  dream,  my  good 
Mrs.  Horton,  for  thinking  Mary  Monaon  will  he  acquitted?" 

The  wuman  put  on  a  knowing  look,  and  nodded  her  head 
Bgnifieantly.  At  the  same  time,  she  glanced  towards  the  coun- 
sellor's companions,  as  much  as  to  say  that  their  presence  pre- 
vented her  being  more  explicit. 

"  Ned,  do  me  the  favour  to  go  to  your  wife,  and  tell  her  I  shall 
stop  ii;,  and  say  a  kind  word  as  I  pass  her  door; — and.  Jack,  go 
and  bid  Sarah  be  in  Mrs.  McBrain's  jMirlour,  ready  to  ^ve  me 
my  morning's  kiss." 

The  Doctor  and  John  complied,  leaving  Bunscomb  alone,  with 
the  woman. 

"  May  I  repeat  the  qaestion,  my  good  landlady?  —  Why  do 
you  think  Maiy  Monson  is  to  be  acquitted  F"  asked  Dunscoinh, 
in  one  of  his  softest  toQes. . 

Mrs.  Horton  mused,  seemed  anxious  to  speak,  but  strn^iing 
with  some  power  that  withheld  her.  One  of  her  hania  was  in  a 
pocket  where  the  jingling  of  keys  and  pence  made  its  presence 
known.  Drawing  forth  this  hand  mechanically,  Dunsoomb  saw 
that  it  contained  several  eagles.  The  woman  cast  her  eyes  on 
the  gold,  returned  it  hastily  to  her  pocket,  rubbed  her  forehead, 
and  seemed  the  wary,  prudent  landlady  once  more. 

"  I  hope  you  like  your  room,  'Squire,"  she  cried,  in  a  tho^ 
roughly,  inn-keeping  spirit.  "  It 's  the  very  best  in  this  hous* ; 
though  I'm  obliged  to  tell  Mrs.  MoBrain  the  same  story  as  to 
her*  apartment.  But  you  have  the  best,  Tou  have  a,  trouble- 
some neighbour  between  you,  I  'm  afraid  j  hot  he  '11  not  be  there 
many  days,  and  I  do  all  I  can  to  keep  him  quiet." 

"Is  that  manora^?"  aaked  the  counsellor,  ridng,  perceiving 
that  he  had  no  more  to  expect  from  the  woman  just  then ;  "  of 
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1b  he  only  drunk  7  I  bear  him  groaa,  and  then  I  henr  him  swear ; 
though  I  cannot  understand  what  he  says." 

"He's  sent  here  by  his  friends;  and  your  wing  is  the  only 
place  we  have  to  keep  him  in.  Wlien  a  body  is  well  pdd,  'Squire, 
I  suppose  you  know  that  the  fee  must  not  ho  forgotten  ?  Now, 
inn-kcepei^  have  fees,  aa  well  as  you  gentlemen  of  the  bar.  How 
wonderfiilly  Tirama  ia  getting  along,  Mr.  Dunacomb!" 

"  I  believe  his  practice  increases ;  and  they  tell  me  he  stands 
next  to  Mr.  Williams  in  Duke'a." 

"  Ho  does,  indeed ;  and  a  '  bright  parKoular  star,'  as  the  poet 
says,  has  he  got  to  be!" 

"  If  he  be  a  star  at  all,"  answered  the  counsellor,  curling  his 
!ip,  "  it  must  be  a  very  particular  one,  indeed.  I  am  sorry  to 
leave  you,  Mrs,  Horton ;  but  the  intermission  is  nearly  up." 

Dunscomb  gave  a  little  friendly  nod,  which  the  landlady 
returned ;  the  former  went  his  way  with  singular  coolness  of 
manner,  when  it  is  remembered  that  on  him  rested  the  respond- 
bility  of  defending  a  fellow-creature  from  the  gallows.  What 
rendered  this  deliberation  more  remarkable,  was  the  &ct  that  ht 
had  no  &ith  in  the  virtue  of  Mrs.  Horton's  drMiu. 
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CHAPTEKXXri. 

"  WUt  thou  behold  me  sinking  in  my  woes, 
And  wilt  thou  not  reuch  out  a  frientll}'  arn 
To  raise  one  from  amidst  this  plunge  of  so 


"Call  the  names  of  the  jurors,  Mr.  Clerk,"  said  the  judge, 
"  Mr.  Sheriff,  I  do  not  Bee  the  prisoner  in  her  phice." 

This  produced  a  stir.  The  jurors  were  called,  and  answered 
to  their  names;  and  shortly  after,  Mary  Monson  appeared.  The 
last  was  aeeonipanied  by  the  ladies,  who  might  now  be  said  to 
beloD'g  to  her  party,  though  no  one  but  herself  and  Marie  Moulin 
came  within  the  bar. 

There  was  profound  slaHness  in  the  hall,  for  it  was  felt  that 
riOiV  the  issue  of  life  or  death  waa  actually  approaching.  Mary 
Monson  gazed,  not  with  disquietude  but  interest,  at  the  twelve 
men  who  were  to  decide  on  her  innoceiieu  or  guilt — men  of 
habits  and  opinions  so  different  from  her  oivu — men  so  ohaosioua 
to  prejudices  against  those  whom  the  accidents  of  life  had  made 
ohjccts  of  envy  m-  Inticd  —  men  too  much  occupied  with  the 
cares  of  existence  to  penebute  the  arcana  of  thought,  and  who 
eonscquently  held  their  opinions  at  the  mercy  of  others  —  men 
unskilled,  because  without  practice,  in  the  ve'iy  solemn  and  im- 
portiint  office  now  imposed  on  them  by  the  law — men  who  might 
indeed  be  trusted,  ho  long  as  they  would  defer  to  the  eourt  and 
reason,  but  who  were  terrible  and  dangerous,  when  thfy  listened, 
la  is  too  apt  to  be  the  case,  to  the  suggestions  of  their  own  im- 
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pulses,  igDorance  ar.d  prejudice.  Yet  tkeae  men  were  Mar; 
MoDSon'a  peers,  in  the  eyes  of  the  law — would  have  been  so 
viewed  and  accepted  in  a  case  involving  the  feelings  and  practices 
of  Hocial  castes,  about  which  thej  knew  absolutely  nothing,  or, 
what  ie  worse  than  nothing,  a  very  little  through  the  medium  of 
misrepresentation  and  mist^en  conclusions. 

It  is  the  fashion  to  extol  the  institution  of  the  jury.  Our  own 
experience,  by  no  means  trifling,  as  foreman,  as  suitor,  and  as  a 
disinterested  spectator,  does  not  lead  us  to  coincide  in  this  opi- 
nion. A  narrative  of  the  corrupt,  misguided,  partial,  prejudiced, 
or  ignorant  conduct  that  we  have  ourselves  witnessed  in  these 
bodies,  would  make  a  legend  of  its  own.  The  power  that  most 
misleads  snch  men,  ia  one  unseen  by  themselves,  half  the  lime, 
and  is  consequently  so  much  the  more  dangerous.  The  feelings 
of  neighbourhood,  political  hostility,  or  party  animosities,  are 
among  the  commonest  evils  that  justice  has  to  encounter,  when 
brought  in  contact  with  tribunals  thus  composed.  Then  come 
the  feelings  engendered  by  social  castes,  an  inexhausUble  source 
of  evil  passions,  Maiy  Monaon  had  been  told  of  (he  risks  she 
ran  from  that  source ;  .though  she  had  also  been  told,  and  with 
great  truth,  that  so  much  of  the  spirit  of  Ijlod  still  remains  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  men,  aa  to  render  a  majority  of  those  who 
were  to  be  the  arbiters  of  her  fate  consdentious  and  careful  in  a 
capital  case.  Perhaps,  aa  a  role,  the  singularity  of  his  situation, 
with  a  man  who  finds  himself,  for  the  first  time,  sitting  as  a  juror 
in  a  trial  for  a  human  life,  ia  one  of  the  most  available  correctives 
of  his  native  tendencies  to  do  eviL 

"  Mr.  IHstrict  Attorney,  are  you  ready  to  proceed  f"  inquired 
the  judge. 

This  functionary  wbb,  bowed  to  the  court  and  jury,  snd  com- 
menced hie  openingl  His  manner  was  unpretending,  natural, 
end  solemn. '  Altliongh  high  talent  and  oiig^nal  thought  are  verj 
rare  in  this  country,  as  they  are  everywhere  else,  there  is 
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fiind  of  intellect  of  a  eccondary  order,  ever  at  fJie  command  of 
the  public.  The  District  Attorney  of  Ihike's  Was  a  living  witnesa 
of  this  truth.  He  saw  all  within  his  reach  elearly,  and,  possess- 
ing  great  espericacej  he  did  his  daty,  on  this  occasion,  in  a  very, 
ereditahle  manner.  No  attempt  was  made  to  awaken  prejudice 
of  any  sort  agiunst  the  accused  She  was  presented  by  tlie  grand 
inquc?t,  and  it  was  his  and  tlieir  painful  duly,  includmg  hia 
■konour  on  the  bench,  to  investigate  this  matter,  and  make  a 
Bolemn  decision,  on  their  oaths.  Mary  Jlnnson  was  entitled  to 
a  fair  hearing,  to  all  (be  advantages  that  the  lenity  of  (he  crimi- 
nal law  of  a  very  humane  state  of  society  could  afford,  and  "  for 
God's  sake  let  ber  be  acquitted  should  the  Stiite  fiiil  to  establish 
her  guilt  1" 

Mr.  District  Attorney  then  proceeded  to  give  a  narrative  of 
the  events  aa  be  supposed  them  to  have  occurred.  He  spoke  of 
the  Goodwins  as  "poor,  but  honest"  people,  a  sort  of  illustration 
that  is  in  much  favour,  and  deservedly  so,  when  true.  "  It 
seems,  gentlemen,"  the  District  Attorney  continued,  "that  the 
wife  bad  a  propensity,  oi  a  fancy,  to  collect  gold  pieces,  no  doubt 
Rs  a  store  against  the  wants  of  age.  This  money  was  kept  in  a 
itocking,  according  to  the  practice  of  country  ladies,  and  was 
often  exhibited  to  the  neighbours.  We  may  have  occasion,  gen 
tlemen,  to  show  you  that  some  fifteen  or  twenty  persons,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  have  seen  and  handled  this  gold.  You  need  not 
be  told  what  natural  curiosity  ia,  but  must  all  know  how  closely 
persons  little  accustomed  t»  see  money  of  this  sort,  would  be  apt 
to  examine  the  more  rare  pieces,  in  particular.  There  happened 
to  be  several  of  these  pieces  among  the  gold  of  Mrs.  Goodwin ; 
and  one  of  them  waa  an  Italian  or  a  Dutch  coin,  of  the  value  of 
four  dollars,  which  commonly  goes  by  the  name  of  the  king  whose 
likeness  is  on  the  piece.  This  Dutch  or  Italian  coin,  no  mattei 
which,  or  William,  was  seen,  and  handKd,  and  exunined  bv 
MTOtal  persons,  ns  ire  Bhall  abow  jdn. 

Ho.tPritiyGoOgle 


''Now,  gcutlemen,  the  stouking  that .Gontained  the  gold  coins, 
iros  kept  in  a  bureau,  which  bureau  was  saved  from  the  fire,  with 
iill  its  eijntents :  but  (he  stijckiag  and  the  gold  were  missing  1 
These  fiicts  will  be  shown  to  jou  bj  proof  that  puts  them  beyond 
»  ])er!idvetiture.  We  shall  nest  show  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  on 
I  public  examination  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  the  eontouts  of 
her  purse  were  Iwd  open,  and  the  Dutch  or  Italian  coin  I  have 
mentioned  was  found,  along  with  more  tlian  a  hundred  dollars 
of  other  pieces,  which  being  in  American  coin,  cannot  so  readily 
be  identified. 

"  The  prosecution  relies,  in  a  great  degree,  ou  the  proof  that 
will  be  offered  in  connection  with  this  piece  of  money,  to  esta- 
blish the  guilt  of  the  prisoner.  We  are  aware  that,  when  this 
piece  of  money  was  found  on  her  person,  she  affirmed  it  waa 
hera ;  that  she  had  been  possessed  of  Iwo  such  pieces,  and  that 
Ihe  one  seen  iii  Mrs.  Goodwin's  stocking  had  been  a  present  from 
herself  to  that  unfortunate  woman, 

"  Gentlemen,  if  persons  accused  of  crimes  could  vindicate 
themselves  by  their  own  naked  statements,  there  would  be  very 
few  convictions.  Reason  fells  us  that  proof  must  be  met  by 
proof  Assertions  will  not  be  received,  as  against  the  accused,  , 
nor  will  they  be  taken  in  her  favour.  Tour  own  good  sense  will 
tell  you,  gentlemen,  that  if  it  \h  shown  that  Dorothy  Goodwin 
possessed  this  particular  piece  of  gold,  valued  it  highly,  and  waa 
in  the  practice  of  hoarding  all  the  gold  she  could  lay  her  hands 
on  lawfully;  that  the  eaid  Dorothy  Goodwin's  rfsidence  waa, 
burned,  she  herseff  murdered  by  a  savage  and  cruel  blow  or  blows 
on  the  occiput,  or  head;  that  Mary  Monson,  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar,  knew  of  the  eaistence  of  this  little  stoek  of  gold  coins,  had 
Been  it,  handled  it,  and  doubtless  coveted  it;  residing  in  the  same 
house,  with  easy  access  tfl  the  bedside  of  the  unhappy  couple, 
nth  easy  sceess  to  the  bureau,  to  the  keys  which  opened  that 
wweau,  for  its  drawers  were  found  locked,  just  as  Mrs.  Goodnin  ^-.  ■ 
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was  in  the  habit  of  learing  them;  —  but,  gentlemen,  if  ail  thi? 
be  shown  to  jou,  and  we  then  trace  the  aforesaid  piece  or  coin  to 
the  pocket  of  Maj-y  Monaon,  we  malie  out  a  prima  facie  case  of 
gnilt,  as  I  couceiTe  j  a  caae  ihat  will  throw  on  her  the  ohms  of 
ehowing  that  she  came  in  poaseEsion  of  the  said  piece  of  coin 
lawfully,  and  by  no  improper  means.  Failing  of  this,  your  dn^ 
win  be  plain. 

"It  is  incumbent  on  the  prosecution  to  make  out  ite  case, 
either  by  direct  proof,  on  the  oaths  of  credible  witnesses,  or  by 
such  circumstances  as  shall  leave  no  doubt  in  jour  minds  of  the 
guilt  of  the  accused.  It  ia  also  incumbent  that  we  show  that  the 
crimes,  of  which  the  priaoner  ia  accused,  have  been  committed, 
and  committed  by  her. 

"  Gentlemen,  we  ahall  offer  you  this  proof.  We  shall  show 
JOU  that  the  skeletons  of  which  I  have  spoken,  and  which  lie 
under  th^  pall,  sad  remains  of  a  most  ruthleM  scene,  are  beyond 
all  question  the  skeletons  of  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin.  Thia 
will  be  shown  to  you  by  proof;  though  all  who  knew  the  parties, 
can  almost  see  the  likeness  in  these  sad  relics  of  mortality.  Pe- 
ter Goodwin,  as  will  be  shown  to  you,  waa  a  very  short,  but 
BtMrdy  man,  while  Dorothy,  hia  wife,  waa  a  womafl  of  large  size. 
The  skeletons  meet  thia  deacription  exactly.  They  were  found 
on  the  charred  wood  of  the  bedstead  the  unhappy  couple  habitu- 
ally used,  and  on  the  very  spot  where  they  had  passed  so  many 
previous  nights  in  security  and  peace.  Everything  goes  to  cor- 
roborate the  identity  of  the  persons  whose  remaina  have  been 
found,  and  I  regret  it  ahould  be  my  duty  to  add,  that  everything 
goes  to  fasten  the  guilt  of  thcee  mnrdera  on  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar. 

■'  Gentlemen,  although  we  rely  mainly  on  the  possession  of 
the  Dutch  or  Italian  coin,  uo  matter  which,  to  eetablieh  the  case 
for  the  stat«,  we  shall  offer  you  a  great  deal  cJ  sustaining  and 
wctmdary  proof.   In  the  fiiBt  place,  die  &ot  that  a  female,  yoiu^ 
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liandBome,  well,  nay,  eipcnsi .  ely  educated,  coming  from  nobadj 
knows  whence,  to  go  nobody  knows  whither,  should  suddenlj 
Ippear  in  a  place  as  retired  as  the  house  of  Peter  Goodwin,  why 
no  one  can  say,  are  in  themselves  very  suspicious.  Gentlemen, 
'.all  is  not  gold  that' glitters.'  Many  a  man,  and  many  a  woman, 
in  places  large  as  New  York,  are  not  what  they  seem  to  be. 
They  dress,  and  laugh,  and  sing,  and  appear  to  he  among  the 
gayest  of  the  gay,  when  they  do  not  know  where  to  lay  their 
heads  at  night.  Large  towns  are  moral  blotches,  they  say,  on 
the  face  of  tbo  community,  and  they  conceal  many  things  that 
will  not  bear  the  light.  From  one  .of  these  large  towns,  it  18  to 
be  presumed  from  her  dress,  manners,  education,  amusements, 
tnd  all  belon^ng  to  her,  came  Mary  Monson,  to  ask  an  asylum 
in  the  dwelling  of  the  Goodwins.  Gentlemen,  why  did  she 
come?  Had  she  heard  of  the  hoard  of  Mrs.  Goodwin,  and  did 
flhe  crave  the  possession  of  the  gold  ?  These  questions  it  will  be 
your  duty  to  answer  in  your  verdict.  Should  tho  reply  be  in  the 
nSrmative,  you  obtain,  at  once,  a  direct  clue  to  the  motives  for 
the  murder. 

"Among  the  collateral  proof  that  will  be  offered  are  the  fol- 
lowing circumatancea,  to  which  I  now  ask  your  particular  atten- 
tion, in  order  that  you  may  give  lo  the  testimony  its  proper  value. 
It  will  be  shown  that  Mary  Monson  had  a  large  sum  in  gold  in 
her  possession,  after  the  arson  and  murdi-rs,  and  consequentlj 
after  the  robbery,  but  no  one  knew  of  her  having  any  before. 
It  will  be  shown  that  she  has  money  in  abundance,  scattering  it 
right  and  left,  as  to  suppose  to  procure  her  aequittal,  and  this 
money  we  believe  she  took  from  the  bureau  of  Mrs.  Goodwin  — 
how  much,  is  not  known.  It  is  thought  that  the  sum  was  veiy 
large;  the  gold  alone  amounted  to  near  a  thousand  dollars,  and 
two  witnesses  will  testify  to  a  atill  larger  amount  in  bank  notea 
The  Goodwins  talked  of  purchasing  a  iann,  valued  at  Eve  tbott- 
mod  dollars ;  and  as  they  were  known  never  to  niu  in  debt,  tb^i 
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tait  iDference  is,  that  tboy  must  have  had  at  least  that  mm  hy 
them.  A  legacy  was  left  Dorothy  Goodwin  within  the  last  six 
monthe,  which  we  hear  was  very  considerable,  and  we  hope  to 
be  able  to  put  a  witness  on  the  stand  who  will  t«ll  you  all 
about  it 

"  Bui,  genttetuen,  a  circumstance  worthy  of  all  attention  in  an 
invesUgatJqn  like  this,  is  connected  with  an  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion—  Who  is  MaryMonsonf  What  are  her  parentage,  birth- 
place, oooupation,  and  place  of  residence  f  Why  did  she  come 
t»  Biberry  at  all?  In  a  word,  what  is  her  past  history?  Let 
(Jiis  be  satisfactorily  expluned,  and  a  great  step  is  taken  towards 
her  vindication  from  these  most  grave  charges.  Shall  we  have 
witnesses  to  character?  No  one  will  be  happier  to  listen  to  them 
than  myself.  My  duty  is  far  from  pleasant.  I  sincerely  hope 
the  prisoner  will  find  lawful  means  to  convince  you  of  lier  inno- 
cence. There  is  not  one  within  the  wails  of  this  building  who 
will  hear  such  a  verdict,  if  sustained  by  law  and  evidence,  witli 
^ater  pleasure  than  it  will  be  heard  by  me." 

After  pursuing  this  vein  some  time  longer,  the  worthy  func- 
tionary of  thb  state  showed  a  little  of  that  cloven  foof  which 
seems  to  grow  on  all,  even  to  the  cleanest  heela,  who  look  to  the 
popular  voice  for  preferment.  Nt>  matter  who  the  man  is,  rich 
or  poor,  young  (»  cdd,  foolish  or  wise,  he  bows  down  before  the 
idol  of  Nrnnhers,  and  there  worships.  Votes  being  the  one  thing 
wanted,  must  be  bought  by  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  conscience. 
Now  it  is  by  wild,  and,  half  the  time,  impracticable  schemes  of 
philanthropy,  that  while  they  seem  to  work  good  to  the  majority, 
■re  quite  likely  to  disregard  the  rights  of  the  minority ;  now  they 
ME  flourishes  against  n^?«  slavery,  or  a  revolution  in  favour  of 
the  oppressed  inhabitantfi  of  Crim-Tartary,  of  the  real  stalo  of 
which  country  we  are  all  as  ignorant  as  its  inhabitants  are  igno- 
nnt  of  ne;  now,  it's  an  exemption  htw,  to  enable  a  man  to  e^ 
eape  from  llie  payment  (tf  hfa  jqst  debts,  directiy  in  the  teedi  oif 
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Uio  sound  policy,  not  to  say  morality,  that  if  a  man  owe  be 
ehoultl  be  made  to  pay  as  long  as  Le  lias  anything  to  do  it  with; 
now,  it  is  a  hymn  in  praise  of  a  liberty  that  the  poet  neithei 
3omprehends  nor  cares  to  look  into  farther  than  may  BUit  his  own 
selfish  patriotism;  and  now,  it  is  some  other  of  the  thousand 
modes  adopted  by  the  designing  to  delude  the  masses-and  advance 
Uiemselves. 

On  this  occasion  the  District  Attorney  was  very  cautious,  but 
he  showed  the  cloTen  foot.  He  paid  a  passing  tribute  to  the 
god  of  Numbers,  worshipped  before  the  hierarchy  of  YOtea. 
"  Gentlemen,"  he  oontinued,  "  like  myaelf,  you  are  plain,  unpi^ 
tending  citizens.  Neither  you,  nor  your  wives  and  daughters, 
speak  in  foreign  tongues,  or  play  on  foreign  instruments  of  music. 
We  have  baen  brought  up  in  republican  simplicity,  [God  bless 
it  I  say  we,  eould  we  ever  meet  with  it,]  and  lay  no  clajms  to  su- 
periority of  any  sort.  Our  place  is  ia  the  body  of  the  nation, 
and  there  we  are  content  to  remain.  We  shall  pay  no  respect 
to  dress,  accomplish ments,  foreign  languages,  or  foreign  music; 
but,  the  evidence  sustaining  us,  will  show  the  world  that  the  law 
&Owna  as  well  on  the  great  as  onthe  little;  on  the  pretending, 
as  well  as  on  the  unpretending." 

As  these  grandiose  sentimeats  were  uttered,  sev«ial  of  tb^  jo- 
rors  half  tose  from  their  seats,  in  the  eagerness  to  hear,  and  looks  - 
of  approbation  passed  from  eye  to  eye.  This  was  accepted  as 
good  republican  doctrine ;  no  one  there  seeing,  or  feeling,  as  teste 
■nd  truth  would  have  shown,  that  the  real  pretensicm  was  on  the 
nde  of  an  exaggerated  self-esteem,  that. prompted  to  resistence 
ere  resiatence  was  necessary,  under  the  infiuence  of,  perhaps,  &e 
lowest  passion  of  human  nature  —  we  allude  to  envy.  With  a 
little  more  in  the  same  vein,  the  Distriot  Attomey  ooncluded.his 
^ning. 

The  great  coolnesa,  not  to  say  indiSerence,  with  wlucb  M^ 
Hopsoo  'liBtened  to  this  q>eeab,  was  the  sabjcst  of  geaenl  oo^ 
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tnent  amoug  the  members  of  the  bar.  At  times  she  had  been 
rttentive,  occasionally  betraying  surprise ;  then  indignation  would 
jnat  gleam  in  her  remarkable  eye;  but,  on  the  whole,  an  uncom- 
mon calmness  reigned  in  her  demeanour.  She  had  prepared 
tablets  for  notes;  and  twice  she  wrote  in  them  as  the  Bistriot 
Attorney  proceeded.  This  was  when  he  adverted  to  her  past 
life,  and  when  he  commented  on  the  Dutch  coin.  While  he  waa 
speaking  of  castes,  flattering  one  set  under  the  veil  of  pretending 
bumility,  and  undermining  their  opposites,  a  look  of  quiet  con- 
tempt was  apparent  in  every  feature  of  her  very  espressive  face. 
■  "  If  it  please  the  court,"  said  Dunscomb,  rising  in  his  deli- 
berate way,  "before  the  prosecution  proceeds  with  its  witnesses, 
I  could  wish  to  appeal  to  the  courtesy  of  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  for  a  fist  of  their  names,"  . 

"  I  believe  we  are  not  bound  to  furnish  any  such  list,"  an- 
swered WfUianns,  quickly. 

"  Perhaps  not  bound  exactly  in  hv;  but,  it  strikes  me,  bound 
in  justice.  This  is  a  trial  for  a  life ;  the  proceedings  are  insti- 
tuted by  the  State.  The  object  is  justice,  not  vengeance  —  the 
protection  of  society,  through  the  agency  of  an  impartial,  though 
stern  justice.  The  State  cannot  wish  to  effect  anything  by  sur- 
prise. We  ate  accused  of  murder  and  arson,  with  no  other  notice 
of  what  is  to  be  shown,  or  ftwe  anything  is  to  be  sBown,  than 
.  what  is  contained  in  the  bill  or  complaint.  Any  one  can  see 
how  important  it  may  be  to  ns,  to  be  apprised  of  the  names  of 
the  witnesses  a  little  in  advance,  that  we  may  inquire  into  charac- 
ter and  note  probabilities.  I  do  not  insist  on  any  right ;  but  I 
Bf>k  a  &V0UT  that  humanity  sanctions." 

"  If  it  please  the  court,"  said  Williams,  "  we  have  an  important 
trust.  I  will  here  say  that  I  impute  nothing  improper  to  either 
rf  the  prisoner's  counsel ;  but  it  is  my  duty  ta  suggest  the  neeea- 
Atj  of  onr  being  cautions.  A  great  deal  of  money  has  been 
•tpeBded-  lUready  id  tliis  oase ;  uid  there  is  sIwajb  dangw  of 
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ffitneasos  being  bought  off.  Oa  behalf  of  mj  client,  I  proteet 
■gainst  tbe  demand's  being  complied  with." 

"  The  court  has  no  objection  to  the  course  asked  by  the  pri- 
loner's  counsel,"  observed  the  judge,  "  but  cannot  direct  it.  The 
State  can  never  wish  its  officers  to  be  harsh  or  exacting;  but  it 
is  their  duty  to  be  prudent.  Mr.  District  Attorney,  are  you  ready 
with  your  evidence  ?     Time  is  precious,  sir." 

The  testimony  for  the  prosecution  was  now  ofTered.  We  shall 
merely  advert  to  most  of  it,  reserving  our  details  for  those  wit- 
nesses on  whom  the  cause  might  be  s^d  to  turn.  Two  very 
decent-looking  and  well-behaved  men,  farmers  who  resided  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bibeirj,  were  put  on  (he  stand  to  establish  the  leading 
heads  of  the  case.  They  had  known  Peter  and  Dorothy  Good- 
win ;  had  often  stopped  at  the  house ;  and  were  familiarly  ac- 
quainted with  the  old  couple,  os  neighbours.  Remembered  the' 
fire — was  present  at  it,  towards  its  close  Saw  the  prisoner  there ; 
saw  her  descend,  by  a  ladder,  and  assisted  in  saving  her  effects. 
Several  trunks,  carpet-bags,  bandboses,  writing-desks,  musical 
instruments,  &c.  &c.  All  were  saved-  "It  seemed  lo  (hem  that 
Ihe.y  had  been  placed  near  the  wmdoios,  wi  a  leoy  to  be  handy." 
After  the  fire,  had  never  seen  or  heard  anything  of  the  old  man 
and  hia  wife,  unless  two  skeletons  that  had  been  found  were  (Jteii 
skeletons.  Supposed  them  to  be  the  skeletons  of  Peter  Goodwill 
and  hia  wife"  —  Here  the  remans  were  for  the  first  time  on  that 
trial  exposed  to  view.  "  Those  are  the  same  skeletons,  should 
say ^ bad  no  doubt  of  it;  they  are  about  the  size  of  tbe  old. 
couple.  The  husband  was  short;  the  wife  tail.  Little  or  no 
difference  in  their  height.  Had  never  seen  the  stocking  or  tha 
gold ;  but  had  heard  a  good  deal  of  talk  of  them,  having  livod 
near  neighbours  to  the  Goodwins  fivc-and-twenty  years."         _,  .■ 

Bunsoomb  conducted  the  cross-examination.  He  was  cloec^. 
liiscriminatiDg,  and  judioions.  Separating  the  hearsay  aud  gosap 
from  the  iacts  known,  he  at  once  threw  the  former  to  the  wiadi. 


>y  Google 


ts  matter  not  to  be  received  by  tbe  jury.  We  shall  give  a,  few 
of  his  questions  and  their  answers  that  have  a  bearing  on  th« 
more  material  points  of  the  trial. 

"  I  understand  jou  to  say,  witness,  that  you  knew  both  Petei 
Goodwin  and  bis  wife?" 

"  I  did  —  I  knew  them  well  —  saw  them  almost  eveiy  day  of 
my  life." 

"For  how  long  a  time?" 

"  This  many  a  day.     For  five-and-twenty  years,  or  a  little 

"  Will  you  say  that  you  have  been  in  the  habit  of  seeing  Peter 
Goodwin  and  his  wife  daily,  or  almost  dwly,  for  five-and-twenty 
yeara?" 

"If  not  right  down  daily,  quite  often;  as  often  as  once  or 
twice  a  week,  certainly." 

"  Is  this  material,  Mr.  Dunscomb?"  inquired  the  judge.  "The 
time  of  the  court  is  very  precious." 

"  It  is  material,  your  honour,  as  showing  the  looseness  with 
which  witnesses  testify ;  and  as  serviiig  to  caution  the  jury  how 
they  receive  their  evidence.  The  opening  of  4he  prosecution 
shows  us  that  if  the  charge  is  to  be  made  out  at  all  against  the 
prisoner,  it  is  to  be  made  out  on  purely  circumstantial  evidence. 
It  is  not  pretended  that  any  one  saw  Mary  Monson  kill  the 
Goodwins;  but  the  crime  is  to  be  inferred  from  a  series  of  colla- 
teral facts,  tlkdt  will  be  Wd  before  the  court  and  jury.  I  think 
your  honourwill  see  how  important  it  is,  under  the  circumstances, 
(o  analyze  the  testimony,  even  on  points  that  may  not  seem  to 
bear  directly-on  the  imputed  crimes.  If  a  witness  testify  loosely, 
tlie  jury  ought  tfl  be  made  to  see  it.  I  have  a  life  to  defend,  youi 
honour  will  remember." 

"  Proceed,  sir;  the  court  will  grant  you  the  widest  latitude." 

"  Yon  now  say,  as  often  as  once  or  twice  a  week,  witneai ;  ot> 
,  win  you  swear  to  even  tiutf" 
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"Well,  if  Qot  twice,  I  am  aure  I  can  say  once'' 

DanscMmb  was  ealj?fied  with  this  answer,  which  went  to  abow 
ihat  the  witness  could  reply  a  little  at  random,  and  was  not 
ilwaya  certain  of  his  facts,  when  pressed. 

"Are  you  certain  that  Dorothy  Goodwin  is  dead?" 

"  I  suppose  I  am  aa  certain  as  any  of  the  neighbours." 

"  That  is  not  an  answer  to  my  question.  Will  you,  and  do 
you  swear  on  your  oath,  that  Peter  Goodwin,  the  person  named 
in  the  indictment,  is  actually  dead?" 

"I'll  swear  that  I  think  so." 

"That  is  not  what  I  want.  You  see  those  skeletons — will 
you  say,  on  your  oat^,  that  you  knaio  them  to  he  the  skeletons 
of  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin?" 

"  I  'II  swear  that  I  believe  it." 

"  That  does  not  meet- the  question.     Do  you  Unoat  it?" 

"  How  can  I  know  it  F  I  'm  not  a  doctor,  or  a  surgeon.  No, 
[  do  not  absolutely  knom  it.  Still,  I  believe  that  one  is  the 
skeleton  of  Peter  Goodwin,  and  the  other  the  skeleton  of  hia 
wife," 

"Wttoh  do  you  suppose  to  be  the  skeleton  of  Peter  Good- 
win  V 

This  question  puzzled  the  witness  not  a  little.  To  the  ordinary 
eye,  there  was  scarcely  any  difference  in  the  appearance  of  these 
sad  remans;  though  one  skeleton  had  been  ascertained  hy  actual 
measurement  to  be  about  an  inch  and  a  half  longer  than  the 
cither.  This  fact  was  known  to  all  in  Biberry;  but  it  was  not 
easy  to  say  which  was  which,  at  a  glance.  The  witness  took  the 
Bafe  course,  therefore,  of  patting  his  opinion  altogether  on  a  dif- 
ferent ground. 

"  I  do  not  pretend  to  tell  one  from  the  other,"  was  the  answer. 
"  What  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  is  this,  and  this  only,  I 
Scnew  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin;  knew  the  house  they  lived 
a ;  know  that  the  house  has  been  burnt  down,  and  that  the  old 
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folka  are  not  about  their  old  ba'uts.  The  skeietons  I  ncyut  saw 
until  thej  were  moved  from  the  place  where  they  I«1I  me  thej 
were  found ;  for  I  was  busy  helping  to  get  the  articles  ;yiTed 

"  Then  jou  do  not  pretend  to  know  which  skeleton  is  that  of 
ft  man,  or  which  that  of  a  womaa  ?" 

This  queation  was  ingeniously  put,  and  had  the  effect  to  make 
till  tho  succeeding  witnesses  shy  on  this  point;  for  it  created  a 
belief  that  there  was  a  difference  that  might  be  recognized  by 
those  who  are  skilled  in  such  matt^ra.  The  witness  asaentcd  to 
the  view  of  Dunscomb;  and  having  been  so  far  sifted  aa  to  show 
he  knew  no  more  thaa  all  the  reat  of  the  neighbours,  he  was 
suffered  to  quit  the  stand.  The  result  was  that  very  little  was 
actually  established  by  moans  of  this  testimony.  It  was  evident 
that  the  jury  was  now  on  the  alert,  and  not  disposed  to  receive 
all  that  was  said  as  gospel. 

The  nest  point  was  to  make  out  all  tho  known  facta  of  the 
fire,  and  of  the  finding  of  the  skeletons.  The  two  witnesses  juat 
examined  had  seen  the  close  of  tho  fire,  had  heard  of  the  skele- 
tons, but  had  sud  very  little  more  to  the  purpose.  Duiascomb 
tliought  it  might  be  well  to  throw  in  a  hint  to  this  effect  in  the 
present  state  of  the  case,  as  he  now  did  by  remarking — 

"  I  trust  that  the  District  Attorney  will  aee  precisely  where  he 
stands.  All  that  has  yet  been  shown  by  legal  proof  are  the  facts 
that  there  were  such  persons  as  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin  ; 
(acts  we  are  not  at  all  disposed  to  deny " 

"  And  that  they  have  not  appeared  in  the  flesh  since  the  night 
trf  the  fire  ?"  put  in  Williams. 

"Not  to  the  witnesses  J  but,  to  how  many  others,  does  not 
ftppear." 

,  "  Does  the  learned  counsel  mean  to  set  ap  Uie  defence  that 
doodwia  and  hb  wife  are  not  dead  7" 

"  It  is  for  the  prosec^t^oa  to  &bow  the  contrary  affirmftliTely. 
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[f  it  be  so,  it  Jb  fair  to  presume  they  can  do  it.  All  1  now  oou- 
tend  for,  ie  the  fact  that  we  have  no  proof  as  jet  that  either  is 
dead.  We  have  proof  that  the  bouse  was  burnt;  but  we  are 
now  traversing  an  indictmetit  for  murder,  and  not  that  for  arson. 
As  yet,  it  strikes  me,  therefore,  nothing  material  has  been  shown." 

"  It  is  certainly  material,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  that  there  should 
have  been  such  persons  as  the  Goodwins,  and  that  they  have  dis- 
appeared since  tbe  night  of  the  fire;  and  this  much  is  proved, 
unless  you  impeach  the  witnesses,"  observed  the  judge.  — 

"  Well,  air,  that  much  we  are  not  disposed  to  deny.  There 
were  such  persons  as  the  0-oodwtns,  and  they  have  disappeared 
from  the  neighbourhood.     We  believe  that  much  ourselves." 

"  Crier,  call  Peter  Bacon." 

Bacon  came  forward,  dressed  in  an  entire  new  suit  of  clothes,  and 
appearing  much  more  respectable  than  was  his  wont.  This  man's 
testimony  was  almost  word  for  word  as  it  has  already  been  given 
in  the  coroner's  inquest.  He  established  the  facts  of  the  fire, 
about  which  there  couid  be  no  prudent  contention  indeed,  and  of 
the  finding  of  the  skeletons;  for  he  had  been  one  of  those  who 
aided  in  first  searching  the  ruins  for  the  remains.  This  man  told 
his  story  in  an  extremely  vulgar  dialect,  as  we  have  had  already 
occasion  ta  show;  but  in  a  very  clear,  distinct  manner.  He 
mrant  to  toll  the  truth,  and  succeeded  reasonably  well ;  for  it 
docs  not  occur  to  all  who  have  the  same  upright  intentions  to 
effect  their  purposes  as  well  as  he  did  himself.  Dunscomb's 
eross-exami nation  was  very  brief;  for  he  perceived  it  was  useless 
to  attempt  (o  deny  what  had  been  thus  proved. 

"Jane  Pope" — called  out  the  District  Attorney  —  "Is  Mrs. 
Jane  Pope  in  court?" 

•  The  widow  Pope  was  on  the  spot,  and  ready  and  willing  to 
MBwer.  She  removed  her  bonnet,  took  the  oath,  and  was  shown 
to  the  seat  with  which  it  is  usual  to  accommodate  peisoQa  of 
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"  Voxa  name,"  said  Dunscomb,  holding  his  pen  over  the  paper, 

"Popo  —  Jane  Pope  since  my  marriage;  but  Jane  Anderson 
From  my  parents." 

DuDscomb  listened  politely,  but  recorded  no  more  than  tha 
appellation  of  the  widow.  Mrs.  Pope  now  proceeded  to  tell  her 
story,  which  she  did  reasonably  well,  though  not  without  a  good 
.  dea^l  of  Tinnecesaary  amplitude,  and  some  slight  contradictions. 
It  was  IWT  intention,  also,  to  tell  nothing  but  the  truth ;  but 
persons  whose  tongues  move  as  nimbly  as  that  of  this  woman's, 
do  not  always  know  exactly  what  they  do  say.  Dunscomb  de- 
tected the  eontradictioaa ;  but  he  had  the  tact  to  see  their  cause, 
saw  that  they  were  not  material,  and  wisely  abstained  from  con- 
founding whatever  of  justice  there  was  in  the  defence  with  points 
fiat  the  jury  had  probably  sufficient  sagacity  to  see  were  of  no 
great  moment.  He  made  no  note,  therefore,  of  these  little  over- 
sights, and  allowed  the  woman  to  tell  her  whole  story  uninter- 
rupted. When  it  came  to  his  turn  to  cross-examine,  however, 
the  duty  of  so  doing  was  nut  neglecfed. 

"  You  say,  Mrs.  Pope,  that  you  had  often  seen  the  stocking  in 
which  Mrs.  Goodwin  kept  her  gold.  Of  what  material  was  that 
stocking?" 

"  Wool — ^ycs,  of  blue  woollen  yam.  A  stocking  knit  by  hand, 
and  very  damy." 

"  Should  you  know  the  stocking,  Mrs.  Pope,  were  you  to  see 
it  again?" 

"  I  think  I  might.  Dolly  Goodwin  and  I  looked  over  tha 
gold  together  more  than  once;  and  the  stocking  got  to  be  a  sort 
of  acquaintance." 

"  Was  this  if?"  continued  Dunscomb,  taking  a  stocking  of  the 
sort  described  from  Timms,  who  sat  ready  to  produce  the  article 
at  &e  proper  moment. 

"  If  it  please  the  court,"  cried  Williams,  rising  in  haste,  and 
preparing  eagerly  to  ioternipt  the  examination. 
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'  Tour  pardon,  sir,"  put  in  BuQscoinb,  with  greal  sclfHjom- 
ioand,  but  very  firmly  —  "  words  must  not  be  put  intj  the  ■wit- 
ness's mouth,  nor  ideas  into  her  head.  She  has  aworn,  may  it 
please  jour  honour,  to  a  certain  stocking;  which  stocking  aLe 
described  in  her  esamination  in  chief;  and  we  now  ask  her  if 
this  is  tbat  stocking.  AH  this  is  regular,  I  believe;  and  I  trnat 
wo  are  not  to  be  interrupted." 

,  "  Go  on,  sir,"  swd  the  judge ;  "  the  prosecution  will  nfet  in- 
terrupt the  defence.     But  time  is  very  precious." 
"Is  this  the  i?toeking?"  repeated  Dunscorab, 
The  woman  examined  the  stocking,  looking  inside  and  ont, 
turning  it  over  and  over,  and  casting  many  a  curious  glance  at 
the  places  that  had  been  mended. 

"  It 's  dreadful  damey,  isn't  it  ?"  she  said,  looking  inquiringly 
Bt  the  counsellor.  • 

"  It  is  as  you  see.  Ma'am.    I  have  made  no  alteration  in  it." 

"  I  decUre  I  believe  this  i»  the  very  stocking." 

"  At  the  proper  time,  your  honour,  we  shall  show  that  this  is 

ttot  the  stocking,  if  indeed  there  ever  was  such  a  stocking  at  all," 

eaid  Timms,  rolling  up  the  article  in  question,  and  handing  it  to 

the  clerk  t*  keep. 

"  You  saw  a  certain  piece  of  gold,  you  say,"  resumed  Duns- 
comb,  "which  piece  of  gold  I  understand  you  to  say  was  after- 
wards found  in  the  pocket  of  Mary  Monson.  Will  you  have  the 
goodness  to  say  whether  the  piece  of  gold  which  you  saw  in  Mrs. 
Q-oodwin's  possession  is  among  these  ?" — showing  a  down  coins; 
"or  whether  one  resembling  it  is  here?" 

The  woman  was  greatly  puzzled.  She  meant  to  be  honest ; 
had  told  no  more  than  was  true,  with  the  eseeption  of  the  little 
embellishments  that  her  propensity  to  imagine  and  talk  rendered 
almost  unavoidable ;  but,  for  the  life  of  ber^  she  could  not  dis- 
tinguish the  piece  of  money,  or  its  counterpart.  After  examining 
the  coins  for  several  minutes  she  frankly  admitted  her  ignoranoe 
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"  [i  ia  scarcely  necessary  to  continue  tliis  eross-csaoii nation," 
said  Dunsuomb,  looking  at  his  watch.  "  I  siiall  ask  the  court  to 
adjourn,  and  to  adjourn  oyer  until  morQiDg.  We  have  reached 
the  hour  for  lighting  candles ;  but  we  have  agents  out  in  quest 
of  moat  important  witnesses ;  and  we  ask  the  loss  of  this  eveaiag 
as  a  fa\our.  It  can  make  no  great  difference  as  to  the  length  of 
the  trial ;  and  the  jurors  will  be  aU  the  fresher  for  a  good  night's 
rest."  * 

The  court  acquiescedj  and  allowed  of  the  adjournment,  giving 
the  jury  the  usual  charge  about  conversing  or  making  up  their 
opinions  until  they  had  heard  the  whole  testimony ;  a  charge 
that  both  Williams  and  Timma  took  very  good  care  to  render  of 
no  use  in  several  instances,  or  as  regarded  particular  individuals 

A  decided  impression  was  made  in  favour  of  the  prisoner  bj 
BIrs.  Pope's  failure  to  distinguish  the  piece  of  money.  In  her 
examination  in  chief  she  saw  no  difficulty  in  recognizing  the 
single  piece  then  shown  to  her,  and  which  was  the  Dutch  coin 
actually  found  in  Mary  Monson's  purse ;  but,  when  it  was  put 
among  a  dozen  others  resembling  it,  more  or  less,  she  lost  all 
confidence  in  herself,  and,  -to  a  certain  point,  completely  broko 
down  as  a  witness.  But  Dunscomb  saw  that  the  battle  had  uol 
yet  in  truth  begun.  What  had' passed  was  merely  the  skirmish- 
ing of  light  troops,  feeling  tJie  way  for  the  advance  of  the  heavy 
oolumos  and  the  artillery  that  were  to  decide  the  fortunes  of  the 
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"  Tifi  (he  wisesl  na,j,  upon  all  lender  topics,  to  be  silent;  for  he  who 
Ukes  upon  himself  to  defend  a  lady's  reputationi  only  publUhes  her  &- 
TOurs  to  Ihe  world."  —  Cumberland. 

The  wing  of  "  HortoD's  Inn"  that  contained  the  room  of  Dung 
comb,  was  of  considerable  extent,  having  quite  a  dozen  rooms  in 
it,  though  mostly  of  the  diminutive  size  of  an  American  tavern 
bed-room.  The  best  apartment  in  it,  one  with  two  windows,  and 
of  some  dimensions,  was  that  appropriated  to  the  counsellor. 
The  doctor  and  hia  party  had  a  parlour,  with  two  bed-rooms; 
while,  between  these  and  the  room  occupied  by  Dunscomb,  waa 
that  of  the  troublesome  guest  —  the  individual  who  was  said  to 
be  insane.  Most  of  the  remainder  of  the  wing,  which  was  much 
the  moat  quiet  and  retired  portion  of  the  house,  was  used  for  a 
better  class  of  bed-rooms.  There  were  two  rooms,  however,  ihat 
the  providence  of  Horton  and  his  wife  had  set  apart  for  a  very 
different  purpose.  These  wck  small  parlours,  in  which  the  ini- 
tiated smoked,  drank,  and  played. 

Nothing  sooner  indicates  the  school  in  which^l  man  has  been 
educated,  than  his  modes  of  seeking  amusement.  One  who  has 
been  accustomed  to  see  innocent  relaxation  innocently  indulged,- 
from  childhood  up,  is  rarely  tempted  to  abuse  those  habits  which 
have  never  been  associated,  in  his  mind,  with  notions  of  guiltj 
and  which,  in  theraaelves,  necessarily  imply  no  moral  delinquency. 
Among  thd  liberal,  cards,  dancing,  music,  all  games  of  skill  and 
Juuice  that  can  interest  the  cnltivated,  and  driokii^  in  modern 
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tioD  and  of  suibtble  liquors,  convey  no  ideas  of  wrong  doiDg  Aa 
they  hav^  been  accustomed  to  tLem  from  early  life,  and  have 
seen  tLem  practised  with  decorum  and  a  due  regard  to  the  habits 
of  refined  society,  there  is  no  reason  for  eoncealnient  or  conscious- 
Deaa.  On  the  other  hand,  an  exaggerated  morality,  which  haa 
tlie  temerity  to  enlarge  the  circle  of  sin  beyond  the  bounds  for 
which  it  can  find  any  other  warranty  than  its  own  metaphysical 
inferences,  is  very  apt  to  create  a  factitious  conscience,  that  almost 
invariably  takes  refuge  in  that  vilest  of  all  delinquency  —  direct 
hypocrisy.  This,  we  tate  it,  is  the  reason  that  the  reaction  of 
ultra  godliness  so  generally  leaves  its  subjects  in  the  mire  and 
sloughs  of  deception  and  degradation.  The  very  same  acts  aa- 
Bume  different  characters,  in  the  hands  of  these  two  classes  of 
persons;  and  that  which  is  perfectly  innocent  with  the  first,  af- 
fording a  pleasant,  and  in  that  respect  a  useful  relaxation,  bo- 
comes  low,  vicious,  and  dangerous  with  the  other,  because  tiunted 
with  the  corrupting  and  most  dangerous  practices  of  deception. 
The  private  wing  of  Horton's  inn,  to  which  there  has  been  allu- 
non,  furnished  an  example  in  point  of  what  we  mean,  within  two 
hours  of  the  adjournment  of  the  court. 

In  the  parlour  of  Mrs.  McBrain,  late  Dunscomb's  Widow  Up- 
dyke,  as  he  used  to  call  her,  a  little  table  was  set  in  the  middle 
of  the  room,  at  which  Dunsoomb  himself,  the  doctor,  his, new 
wife  and  Sarah  were  eeated,  at  a|pme  of  whist.  The  door  was 
not  locked,  no  countenance  manifested  either  a  secret  conscious- 
ness of  wrong,  or  an  overweening  desire  to  transfer  another's 
money  to  its  owner's  pocket,  although  a  sober  sadness  might  ba 
'said  to  reign  in  the  party,  the  consequence  of  the  Interest  all  took 
m  the  progress  of  the  trial. 

Within  twenty  feet  of  the  spot  just  mentioned,  and  in  the  two 
little  parlours  already  named,  was  a  very  different  set  collected. 
It  consisted  of  the  rowdies  of  the  bar,  perhaps  two-thirds  of  tbe 
roi>OTters  in'  attendance  on  Mary  Monson'a  trial,  several  Buiton^ 
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ftrar  or  five  country  doctors,  who  had  been  summoned  as  wit- 
DMSCH,  and  such  other  equivocal  gentry  as  might  aspire  to  belong 
to  a  set  as  polislied  and  exclusive  as  that  we  are  describing.  We 
will  first  give  a  moment's  attention  to  the  party  around  the  whiat- 
table,  in  the  parlour  first  described. 

"  I  do  not  think  the  prosecution  has  made  oat  as  well,  to-day, 
nil  things  considered,  as  it  was  generally  supposed  it  weuld," 
observed  McBrain.  "  There  is  the  aco  of  ftumpa.  Miss  Siirah, 
and  if  you  can  follow  it  with  the  king,  we  shall  get  the  odd 

"  I  do  not  think  I  shall  follow  i  with  anything,"  answered 
Sarah,  throwing  down  her  cards.  "  It  really  seems  heartless  to 
be  playing  whist,  with  a  fellow-creature  of  our  acquaintance  on 
trial  for  her  life." 

"Thave  not  half  liked  the  game,"  said  the  quiet  Mrs.  McBrain, 
"  but  Mr.  Dunscomb  seemed  so  much  bent  on.  a  rubber,  I  scarce 
knew  how  to  refuse  him  " 

"Why,  true  enough,  Tom,"  put  in  the  doctor,  "this  is  all 
your  doings,  and  if  there  be  anything  wrong  about  it,  you  will 
have  to  bear  the  blame." 

"Play  anything  but  a  tramp,  Miss  Su^h,  and  ice  get  the 
game.  You  are  quite  right,  Ned" — throwing  down  the  pack — 
"the  prosecution  has  not  done  as  well  as  I  feared  they  might 
That  Mrs.  Pope  was  a  witness  I  dreaded,  but  her  testimony 
amounts  to  very  little,  in  itself;  and  what  she  has  s«d,  has  been 
pretty  well  shaken  by  her  ignorance  of  the  coin." 

"  I  really  begin  to  hope  the  unfortunate  lady  may  bo  iniio 
cent,"  said  the  doctor.  ' 

"  Innocent !"  exeliumed  Sarah  —  "  surely,  uncle  Ned,  you  can 
never  have  doubted  it  I" 

MoBr^n  aod  Dunscomb  CKchanged  significant  glanoee^  imd  Uie 
lut  was  about  to  answer,  when  raising  his  eyes,  he  saw  a  stnogs 
from  glide  stealthily  into  the  room,  and  place  itself  in  a  dark  cnp 
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ner.  It  was  a  ahort,  sturdy  figure  of  a  man,  with  all  those  signa 
of  a^nalid  mieerj  in  his  countenance  and  dress  that  usually  de- 
note mental  imhecility.  He  seemed  anxious  to  conceal  himself, 
and  did  succeed  in  getting  more  than  half  of  his  person  beneath 
a  shawl  of  Sarah's,  ere  he  waa  seen  by  any  of  the  party  but  the 
counsellor.  It  at  once  occurred  to  the  latter  that  this  was  the 
l)eing  who  had  more  than  once  disturbed  him  by  his  noise,  and 
who  Mrs.  llorton  lad  pretty  plainly  intimated  was  out  of  his 
mind;  though  she  had  maintained  a  singularly  discreet  silence 
for  her,  touching  his  history  and  future  prospects.  She  belieTcd 
"  he  had  been  brought  to  court  by  his  ftienda,  to  get  some  order, 
or  judgment — may  be,  his  visit  had  something  to  do  with  the  new 
node,  about  which  'Squire  Dunscomb  said  so  many  hard  things." 

A  little  scream  from  Sarah  soon  apprised  aJl  in  the  room  of 
the  presence  of  ihia  disgusting-looking  object.  She  snafehed 
away  her  shawl,  leaving  the  idiot,  or  madman,  or  whatever  he 
might  be,  fully  exposed  to  view,  and  retreated,  herself,  behind 
her  uncle's  chair. 

"I  fancy  you  have  mistaken  your  room,  my  friend,"  said 
Dunscomb,  mildly,  "This,  as  you  see,  is  engaged  by  a  card- 
party — I  take  it,  you  do  not  play." 

A  look  of  cunning  left  very  little  doubt  of  the  nature  of  the 
malady  with  which  this  unfortunate  being  was  aiBIcted.  He 
made  a  clutch  at  the  cards,  laughed,  then  drew  back,  and  began 
to  mntter. 

"She  won't  Jet  me  play,"  mumbled  the  idiot — "she  never 
leould." 

Whom  do  you  mean  by  sheF"  aaked  Dunscomb.  "Is  it  any 
one  in  this  house  —  Mrs.  Horton,  for  instance  ?" 

Another  cunning  look,  with  a  shake  of  the  head,  for  an  an- 
Mrer  in  th6  negative. 

"Be  you  'Squire  Dunscomb,  the  great  Torklawycr?"  aaked 
A«  rtnuigelr,  with  ifrtereai 
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"Dunscomb  la  certainly  mj  name  —  though  I  have  not  tie 
pleasure  of  tnowing  youre." 

"  I  haven't  got  any  name.  They  may  ask  rao  from  mpming 
to  night,  and  I  won't  tell.     She  won't  let  me." 

"By  sfte,  you  again  mean  Mrs.  Horton,  I  suppose?" 

"  No  I  don't.  Mrs.  Horton 's  a  ffood  woman ;  she  gives  me 
victuals  and  drink." 

"Tell  us  whom  you  do  mean,  then." 

"Won't  you  tell?" 

"Not  unless  it  be  improper  to  iecp  the  secret.     Who  is  thb 

"Why,  she." 

"Ay,  but  who?" 

"  Mary  Monson.  If  you  're  the  greit  lawyer  from  York,  and'. 
they  say  you  be,  you  must  know  all  about  Mary  Monaon." 

"This  is  very  extraordinary!"  said  Dunscomb,  regardin.g  his 
companion,  in  surprise.  "1  do  know  something  about  Mary 
Monson,    but  not   all    about    her.       Can    you  tell  me  any- 

Here  the  stranger  advanced  a  little  from  his  comer,  listened,, 
as  if  fearful  of  being  surprised,  then  laid  a  finger  on  hia  lip,  and! 
ipade  the  familiar  sound  for  '  hush.' 

"  Don't  let  her  hear  you ;  if  you  do,  you  may  be  sorry  for  it. 
She's  a  witch!" 

"  Poor  fellow !  —  she  seems,  in  truth,  to  have  bewitched  you, 
as  I  dare  say  she  may  have  done  many  another  man." 

"  That  has  she  !  I  wish  you  'd  tell  me  what  I  want  to  knoi^ 
if  you  really  be  the  great  lawyer  from  York." 

"Put  your  questions,  my  friend;  I'll  endeavour  to  answer 

"Who  set  fiiy  to  the  house?     Can  you  tel!  me  Uurt?"  ,  ^ 

"That  ia  a  secret  yet  to  be  discovered — dq  jou  happen' W 

know  anything  about  it?" 
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"Do  ir— I  think  I  do.     Ask  Mary  Monson;  she  cmx  toll 

All  this  was  so  etrange,  that  the  whole  partj  now  gazed  at 
each  other  in  mute  aatoaishment ;  McBnuo  bending  his  looks 
more  intently  on  the  stranger,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  true  na- 
ture of  the  mental  malady  with  which  he  waa  ohTJoualy  afflicted. 
In  some  respecta  the  disease  wore  the  appearance  of  idiocy; 
then  again  there  were  gleams  of  the  countenaace  that  ^voured 
of  absolute  madness. 

*'  You  axe  of  opinion,  then,  (hat  Mary  Monson  knows  who  set 
fire  to  the  house." 

"  Sart^n,  she  does.  I  know,  too,  but  I  won't  tell.  They 
might  want  to  hang  me,  as  well  as  Mary  Monson,  if  I  told.  I 
know  too  much  to  do  anything  so  foolish.  Mary  has  said  they 
would  hang  me,  if  I  tell.     I  don't  want  to  be  hanged,  a  hit." 

A  shudder  from  Sarah  betrayed  the  effect  of  these  words  on 
the  listeners  ;  and  Mre.  McBrain  actually  rose  with  the  intention 
of  sending  for  her  daughter,  who  was  then  in  the  gaol,  consoling 
the  much-injured  prisoner,  oa  Anna  TJpdykc  firmly  believed  her 
to  be,  by  her  gentle  but  firm  friendship.  A  word  fwim  the  doo- 
fcjr,  however,  induced  her  to  resume  her  seat,  and  to  await  the 
le^lt  with  a  greater  degree  of  patience. 

"  Mary  Monson  would  seem  to  be  a  very  prudent  counsellor,'* 
rejoined  Dunscomb. 

"  Yes ;  but  she  isn't  the  great  counsellor  from  York  —  yon  be 
that  gentleman,  they  tell  me." 

"May  I  ask  who  told  you  anything  about  me?" 

"Nancy  Horton  —  and  so  did  Mary  Monson.  Nancy  Bud  if 
r  made  so  much  noise,  I  should  disturb  the  great  counsellor  from 
Vork,  and  ho  might  get  me  hanged  for  it,  I  was  only  singing 
hymns,  and  they  say  it  is  good  for  folks  in  trouble  to  sing  hymns. 
If  yon  be  the  great  counsellor  from  York,  I  wislf  you  would  tell 
DM  one  diing.  "^  Who  got  the  gold  that  was  in  the  atnckiDgf" 
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"  Do  jou  happen  to  know  anything  of  that  stocking,  or  jf  tlia  . 
gold?" 

"Do  I — "  looking  first  over  one  shoulder,  then  over  the  other, 
but  hesitating  to  proceed.     "Will  they  hang  me,  if  I  fell?" 

"  I  should  tliiiik  not ;  though  I  can  only  give  you  an  opinion. 
Do  not  answer,  unless  it  be  agreeable  to  you." 

"I  want  to  tell — I  want  to  tell  all,  but  I  'jn  afeard,  I  don't 
want  lo  be  hanged." 

"  Well,  then,  speak  out  boldly,  and  I  will  promise  that  you 
shall  not  be  hanged.  Who  got  the  gold  that  was  in  the 
Blocking  ?" 

"  Mary  Monson.  That 's  the  way  she  has  got  so  much 
money," 

"  I  cannot  consent  to  leave  Anna  another  instant  in  such  com- 
pany 1"  esolwmed  the  anxious  mother.  "Go,  McBrain,  and 
bring  her  hither  at  ouce." 

"  You  are  a  little  premature,"  coolly  remarked  Dunecomb 
"  This  is  but  a  person  of  weak  mind;  and  too  much  importance 
should  not  be  attached  to  his  words.  Let  us  hear  what  further 
he  may  have  to  say." 

It  was  too  late.  The  footstep  of  Mrs.  Horton  was  heard  in 
the  passage ;  and  the  extraordinary  being  vanished  as  suddenly 
and  as  stealthily  as  he  had  entored. 

"  What  can  be  made  of  this?"  McBnuu  demanded,  when  a 
moment  had  been  taken  to  reflect. 

"  Nothing,  Ned ;  I  care  not  if  Williams  knew  it  all.  TIio 
tattimony  of  such  a  man  cannot  be  listened  to  for  an  instant.  It 
is  Vrong  in  us  to  give  it  a  second  thought ;  though  I  perceive 
that  you  do.  Half  the  mischief  in  the  world  is  caused  by  vum- 
conceptionB,  arising  from  a  very  numerous  fitmily  of  causes;  one 
af  which  is  a  disposition  to  &iicy  a  great  deal  from  a  little.  Do 
you  ptonounoe  the  man  an  idiot — or  is  he  a  madman?" 

"  He  does  not  strike  me  as  absolutely  ddior.    There  is  som» 
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thing  jieculiai-  in  his  case ;  and  I  shall  ask  permission  to  look 
into  it.  I  suppose  we  are  done  with  the  cards — shall  I  go  for 
Aonaf" 

The  anxious  mother  gave  a  readj  asaen.,;  and  McBrain  went 
fcne  way,  while  Dunscomb  retired  to  his  own  room,  not  without 
stopping  before  hia  neighbour's  door,  whom  he  heard  mutteriog 
and  menacing  within. 

All  this  time  the  two  little  parlours  mentioned  were  receiving 
iheir  company.  The  law  is  doublJess  a  very  elevated  profession, 
when  its  practice  is  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  its  true  objects. 
It  becomes  a  very  different  pursuit,  however,  when  its  higher 
walks  are  abandoaed,  to  choose  a  path  amid  its  thickets  and  quag- 
mires. Perhaps  no  human  pursuit  causes  a  wider  range-  of  cha- 
racter among  its  votaries,  than  the  practice  of  this  profession. 
In  the  first  place,  the  difference,  in  an  intellectual  point  of  view, 
between  the  man  who  sees  only  precedents,  and  the  man  who 
sees  the  principles  on  which  they  are  founded,  is  as  marked  as 
the  difference  between  black  and  white  To  this  great  distinction 
in  mind,  is  to  be  added  another  that  opens  a  still  wider  chasm, 
the  results  of  practice,  and  wbieh  depends  on  morals.  While 
one  set  of  lawyers  turn  to  the  higher  objects  of  their  calling, 
declining  fees  in  cases  of  obviously  questionable  right,  and 
struggle  to  maintain  their  honesty  in  direct  collision  with  the 
world  and  its  temptations,  another,  and  much  the  largest,  falla 
readily  into  the  practices  of  their  craft  —  the  word  seems  admi- 
rably suited  to  the  subject — and  live  on,  encumbered  and  endan- 
gered not  only  by  their  own  natural  vices,  hut  greatly  damaged 
hy  those  that  ia  a  manner  they  adopt,  as  it  might  be  ex  officio. 
This  latter  course  is  unfortunately  that  taken  by  a  vast  number 
pi  the  members  of  the  bar  all  over  the  world,  rendering  them 
IpDse  in  their  sooal  morality,  ready  to  lead  themselves  and  their 
talents  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  causing  them  to  be  at  finl 
'^i^^ieu^  and  in  the  end  blindj  to  the  great  features  of  ngbt 
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ud  wrong.  These  are  the  moraltsUi  wbo  advance  the  iluctrioe 
that  "  tlie  advocate  baa  a  right  to  act  an  his  clieDt  would  act ;" 
while  the  clasa  first  named  aUow  that  "  the  advocate  has  a  right 
to  do  what  his  client  hus  a  right  to  do,"  and  no  more- 

Perhaps  there  was  not  a  single  member  of  the  profession  pr^ 
Bcnt  that  night  in  the  two  little  parlours  of  Mrs.  Horton,  who 
recognized  the  latter  of  these  rules;  or  who  did  not,  at  need, 
practise  on  the  former.  As  has  been  already  said,  these  were 
the  rowdies  of  the  Duke's  county  bar.  They  chewed,  smoked, 
drank,  and  played,  each  and  all  coai'sely.  To  things  that  were 
innocent  in  themselves  they  gave  the  aspect  of  guilt  by  their 
own  manners.  The  doors  were  kept  locked;  even  amid  their 
coarsest  jokes,  their  ribaldry,  their  oaths  that  were  often  reToIt- 
iog  and  painfully  frequent,  there  was  an  uneasy  watchfulness,  aa 
if  they  feared  detection.  There  was  nothing  ftank  and  manly 
in  the  deportment  of  these  men.  Chicanery,  management,  double- 
dealing,  mised  up  with  the  outbreakings  of  a  coarse  standard  of 
manners,  were  visible  in  all  they  said  or  did,  except,  perhaps,  at 
those  momenta  when  hypocrisy  was  paying  its  homage  to  virtue. 
This  hypocrisy,  however,  iiad  little,  or  at  niost  a  very  indirect 
sonnection  with  anything  religious.  The  offensive  offshoots  of 
the  exaggerations  that  were  so  abounding  among  us  half  a  cen- 
tury since,  are  giving  place  to  hypocrisy  of  another  school.  The 
homage  that  was  then  paid  to  principles,  however  erroneous  and 
forbidding,  is  now  pMd  to  the  ballot-boxeB.  There  was  scarcely 
an  individual  around  those  card-tables,  at  which  the  play  was  so 
obviously  for  the  stakes  as  to  render  the  whole  scene  revolting, 
who  would  not  have  shrunk  from  having  his  amusements  known,' 
It  would  seem  as  if  conscience  consulted  taste.  Everything  was  - 
warse  and  offensive;  the  attitudes,  oaths,  conversation,  liquors, 
mi  oven  the  manner  of  drinking  them.  Apart  from  the  dtalogiib, 
Sttlfl  was  absolutely  done  thai  might  not  have  been  made  to  lofii*" 
mbst  of  iti  repulsivcness,  by  adopting  a  higher  seboOl  of  tnantierB  * 
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but  of  this  thjse  scions  of  a  noble  stock  knew  do  more  than  they 
did  of  the  parent  stem. 

It  is  scarcely  nceeasatj  to  say  that  both  Wiljiams  and  Tinims 
were  of  this  party.  The  I'elaaafion  was,  in  fact,  in  conformi^ 
nith  their  lastos  and  practices;  and  each  of  these  excrescences 
of  a  rich  and  beneficent  soil  counted  on  the  meetings  in  Mrs. 
Ilorton's  private  rooms,  as  the  more  refined  seek  pleasure  in  thi 
exercise  of  their  tastes  and  habits. 

"  I  say,  Timins,"  bawled  out  an  attorney  of  the  name  of 
Crooks — "You  play'd  a  trump,  sir  —  all  right — go  ahead  — 
first  xate — good  play,  that — ours  dead.  I  say,  Timms,  you'ra 
goiag  to  save  Mary  Monson's  neck.  When  I  came  here,  1 
thought  she  was  a  case;  but  the  prosecution  is  making  out 
miserably," 

"What  do  you  say  to  that,  Williams?"  put  in  Crooks's  part 
ner,  who  was  smoking,  playing,  and  drinking,  with  occasional 
'aades'  of  swearing,  all,  as  might  be,  at  the  same  time.  "I 
trump  that,  sir,  by  your  leave  —  what  do  you  say  te  that,  Wil- 
liams ?" 

"J  say  that  tbia.is  not  the  court;  and  trying  such  a  cause 
once  might  to  satisfy  a  reasonable  man." 

"  He  'a  afraid  of  showing  his  hand,  which  I  am  not,"  put  in 
another,  exposing  hie  cards  as  he  spoke.  "  Williams  always  has 
some  spare  trumps,  however,  to  get  him  out  of  all  his  difficul- 

"Yes,  Williams  has  a  spare  trump,  and  there  it  is,  giving  me  ' 
the  trick,"  answered  the  saucy  lawyer,  as  coolly  as  if  he  had 
been  engaged  in  an  inferior  slander-suit,  "  I  shall  be  at  Timma 
pretty  much  by  the  same  process  to-morrow." 

.;|  Then  you  will  do  more  than  you  have  done  to-day,  Mostei 
Williams.  This  Ntb,  Jane  Pope  mai/  he  a  trump,  but  she  is  not 
l^e  see.     I  iievpr  knew  a  witaesB  break  down  more  completely." 

j;.^e'U  find  tiie  .means  to  set  her  up  a^pin — I  thini;  thil^ 
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knavo  IB  yours,  Green  —  yes,  I  now  see  my  gamo;  wiiich  b  to 
take  it  with  the  r[uecn  —  very  much,  Timmsj  as  we  shiU  beat 
you.  to-morrow.     I  keep  my  trump  card  always  for  the  last  play^ 

"Come,  come,  Willtams,"  put  in  the  oldest  member  of  the 
bar,  a  man  whose  passioDS  were  cooled  by  time,  and  who  had 
more  grarity  than  most  of  hia  companions — "Come,  eome,  Wil- 
liams, this  is  a  trial  for  a  life,  and  joking  ia  a  little  out  of  place." 

"  I  believe  there  is  no  juror  present,  Mr.  Marvin,  which  ia  all 
die  reserve  the  law  exacts." 

"Although  the  law  may  tolerate  this  levity,  feeling  will  not. 
The  prisoner  is  a  fine  young  woman ;  and  for  my  part,  though  I 
wish  to  say  nothing  that  may  influence  any  one's  opinion,  I  have 
heard  nothing  yet  to  justify  an  indictment,  mueb  less  a  convic- 

Williama  laid  dowD  bis  cards,  rose,  stretched  his  arms,  gaped, 
and  taking  Timma  by  the  arm,  he  led  the  latter  from  the  room. 
Not  content  with  this,  the  wary  limb  of  the  law  continued  to. 
move  forward,  until  he  and  bis  compaDion  were  in  the  open  air. 

"  It  ia  alwaya  better  to  talk  secreta  outaide  than  in»de  of  a 
house,"  observed  Williams,  aa  soon  as  they  were  at  a  safe  dis- 
tance from  the  inn-door.  "  It  ia  not  too  late  yet,  Timnia — you 
rauat  see  how  weak  we  are,  and  how  bunglingly  the  District  At- 
torney baa  led  off.  Half  those  jurors  will  sleep  to-night  with  a 
feeling  that  Mary  Monson  baa  been  hardly  dealt  by." 

"  They  may  do  the  same  to-morrow  night.  Mid  every  night  in 
the  month,"  answered  Timms. 

"Not  unless- the  arrangement  ia  made.  We  have  teatimon 
BQough  to  bang  the  governor." 

"  Show  us  your  list  of  witiieaaea,  then,  that  we  may  judge  of 
this  for  ourselves."  -      ^ 

"  That  would  never  do.  They  might  be  bought  off  for.  hal^,/ 
aie,.iapney  ^hat  ia  neeesaary  to  take  us  ,out  of  the  field.   ,Sin 
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thousand  dollars  can  be  no  great  matter  for  auch  a  woman  and 
her  friends," 

"  Whom  do  jou  suppose  to  be  her  friende,  Williams  ? — If  you 
know  them,  you  are  better  informed  than  her  own  counsel." 

"  Yes,  and  a  pretty  point  that  will  make,  when  pressed  against 
you.  No,  no,  Tirams;  your  elient  has  been  ill-adviaed,  or  she  is 
unaccountably  obstinate.  She  haa  friends,  although  you  may  not 
know  who  they  are ;  and  friends  who  can,  and  who  would  \etj 
promptly  help  her,  if  slie  would  consent  to  ask  their  assistance. 
Indeed,  I  suspect  she  has  cash  enough  on  hand  to  buy  us  oS." 

"  Five  tbouaand  dollars  is  a  large  sum,  Williams,  and  is  not 
of^n  to  bo  found  in  Biberry  gaol.  But,  if  Mary  Monson  has 
these  friends,  name  them,  that  we  may  apply  for  their  asMst- 

"  Harkee,  Timms;  you  are  not'a  man  so  ignorant  of  what  a 
going  on  in  the  world,  as  to  require  to  be  teld  the  letters  of  the 
alphabet.  You  know  that  there  are  extensive  associations  of 
rogues  in  this  young  country,  as  well  as  in  most  that  are  older." 

"  What  haa  that  to  do  with  Mary  Monson  and  our  case  ?" 

"  Everything.  This  Mary  Monson  has  been  sent  here  to  get 
at  the  gold  of  the  poor  old  dolt,  who  haa  not  been  able  to  conceal 
her  treasure  after  it  was  hoarded.  She  made  a  sub-treasury  of 
her  stocking,  and  eshibited  the  coin,  like  any  other  aub-lreasurer. 
Many  persons  like  ta  look  at  it,  just  to  feast  their  eyes." 

"  More  to  finger  it ;  aifd  yon  are  of  the  number,  Williams !" 

"  I  admit  it.  The  weakness  is  general  in  the  profession,  1 
believe.  But  this  is  idle  talk,  and  we  are  losing  very  precioui 
time.  Will  you,  or  will  you  not,  apply  again  to  your  elient  (or 
(he  money?" 

"  Answer  me  candidly,  &  qnestioQ  or  two,  and  I  will  do  as  yon 
d«nie.  You  know,  Williams,  that  we  are  old  friends,  and  never 
bad  sny  eeiious  difficulty  unoe  we  have  been  called  to  the  bar." 

"Oh,  wuredly,"  aiffiwered  WilliiuBs,  with  aa  iionicnl  niilf' 


,nt>yGoogle 


THE    WAV  B    OP    THE     UOVB.  393 

that  it  might  have  been  fortunate  for  the  negotiation  the  obscuritj 
aoncealed  from  his  companion ;  "  excellent  friends  from  the  be- 
ginning, TimmSj  and  likeij  to  coDtJnuo  so,  I  trust,  to  the  last 
Men  who  knovi  each  other  as  well  as  you  and  I,  ought  to  be  on 
the  best  of  (erma.  For  mj  part,  I  never  hai'boured  a  wrangla 
at  the  bar  in  mj  miuil  £ve  minutes  after  I  left  the  court.  Now 
for  your  question." 

"  You  surely  do  not  set  down  Mary  Monson  as  the  stool- 
pigeon  of  a  set  of  York  thieves!" 

"Who,  or  what  else  can  she  be,  Mr.  Timms?  Better  edu- 
cated, and  belon^ng  to  an  'upper  ten'  in  villany,  but  of  a  com- 
pany of  rogues.  Now,  these  knaves  stand  by  each  other  much 
more  faithfully  than  the  body  oi,  the  citizens  ^tand  by  the  law; 
and  the  five  thousand  will  be  forthcoming  for  the  asking." 

"  Are  you  serious  in  wishing  me  to  believe  you  think  my  client 
guilty !" 

Here  Williams  made  no  bones  of  laughing  outright.  lb  ia 
true  that  he  suppressed  the  noise  immediately,  lest  it  should 
attract  attention;  but  laugh  he  did,  and  with  right  good  will. 

"  Come,  Timms,  you  have  asked  your  question,  and  I  leave 
you  to  answer  it  yourself.  One  thing  I  will  say,  however,  in 
the  way  of  adnionilJon,  which  is  this — we  shall  make  out  such  a 
case  against  her  to-morrow  aa  would  hang  a  governor,  as  I  have 
already  told  you." 

"  I  believe  yon  've  done  your  worst  already  —  why  not  let  me 
know  the  names  of  your  witnesses?" 

"  You  know  the  reason.  We  wish  the  whole  sum  ourselva^ 
and  have  no  fancy  to  its  being  scattered  all  over  Duke's.  I  ^m 
you  my  honour,  Timms — and  you  know  what  ihat  ia  —  I  give 
fou  my  honour  that  we  hold  this  testimony  in  reserve." 

"  In  which  case  the  Kstriot  Attorney  will  bring  the  witnessei 
•m  the  stand ;  and  we  shall  gain  nothing,  after  all,  by  your  with 
dnirel" 
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"  The  District  Attorney  haa  left  the  case  very  much  to  me.  i 
h&ve  prepared  his  brief,  and  have  taken  care  to  keep  to  myeelf 
enough  to  turn  the  scales.  If  I  quit,  Mary  Mouaou  wi]l  be 
acquitted  —  if  I  stay,  she  will  be  hanged.  A  pardon  for  /ler  will 
be  out  of  the  question— she  is  too  high  among  the  'upper  ten' 
to  expect  that  —  besides,  she  is  not  an  anti-reater." 

"  I  wonder  the  thieves  do  not  combine,  as  well  as  other  folks, 
and  control  voteal" 

"They  do  —  these  anti-renters  belong  to  the  gangs,  and  have 
Hiready  got  their  representatives  in  high  places.  They  are  '  land- 
pirates,'  while  your  client  goes  for  the  old  stockings.  The  differ- 
ence in  principle  is  by  no  means  important,  as  any  clear-headed 
man  may  aee.     It  is  getting  late,  Timms." 

"  I  cannot  believe  that  Mary  Monson  is  the  sort  of  person  yon 
take  her  for!  Williams,  I've  always  looked  upon  you,  and 
treated  you,  as  a  friend.  You  may  remember  how  I  stood  by 
yon  in  the  Middlebury  case?" 

"X!ertein3y — you  did  your  duty  by  mejn  that  matter,  and  I 
have  not  forgot  it." 

The  cause  alluded  to  was  an  action  for  a  "  breach  of  promise," 
«hich,  at  one  time,  threatened  all  of  WilUams's  "future  useful- 
ness," as  it  ia  termed ;  but  which  was  put  to  sleep  in  the  end  by 
means  of  Timms's  dexterity  in  managing  the  "outdoor"  points 
of  a  difficult  case. 

"  Well,  then,  be  my  friend  in  this  matter.  I  will  be  honest 
with  you,  and  acknowledge  that,  as  regards  my  client,  I  have 
had  —  that  is  provided  she  ia  acquitted,  and  her  character  comes 
out  fMT — that  I  have  had  —  and  still  have,  for  that  matter— 


"  Are  called  '  ulterior  views,'  I  understand  you,  Timms,  and 
have  suspected  as  much  tbeee  ten  days.  A  great  deal  depends  on 
what  you  consider  a  fair  eharaoter.  Taking  the  best  view  of  hei 
aitufttioB,  Mary  Monaou  will  have  beeo  tried  for  murder  and  aMon." 
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"  Not  if  acquitted  of  the  first.  I  have  the  Distriot  Attoniey'a 
promiae  to  consent  to  a  nolle  prosequi  on  the  last  indictment,  if 
we  traverse  the  first  successfully." 

"  In  which  case  Mary  Modbod  will  have  been  tried  for  murdet 
only,"  returned  Williams,  smiling.  "  Do  jou  really  thinlc,  Timms, 
that  your  heart  is  soft  enough  to  receive  and  retain  an  impressioD 
as  deep  as  that  made  by  the  seal  of  the  court?" 

"  If  I  thought,  as  you  do,  that  m_y  client  is  or  has  been  con- 
nected with  thieves,  and  burglars,  and  counterfeiters,  I  would  not 
think  of  her  for  a  moment  as  a  wife.  But  there  is  a  vast  diSer- 
enco  between  a  person  overtaken  by  sudden  temptation  and  one 
who  sins  OD  calculation,  and  by  regnlar  habit.  Now,  in  my 
own  case,  I  sometimes  act  wrong — yes,  I  admit  as  much  as 
that " 

"  It  is  quite  unnecessary,"  said  Williams,  drily. 

"  It  is  not  according  to  Christian  doctrine  to  visit  old  offences 
on  a  sinner's  head,  when  repentance  has  washed  away  the  crime." 

"  Which  means,  Timms,  that  you  will  marry  Mary  Monsoo,  ^ 
although  she  may  be  guilty;  provided  always,  that  two  very  im- 
portant eontingenciea  are  favourably  disposed  of." 

"What  oonlingenciea  do  you  allude  to,  Williams?  I  know 
of  none-" 

"  One  is,  provided  she  will  have  yoo ;  the  other  is,  provided 
she  is  not  hanged." 

"  As  to  the  first,  I  have  no  great  apprehension ;  women  that 
have  been  once  before  a  oor^t,  en  a  trial  for  a  oapital  offence,  fxe 
Dot  very  particular.  On  my  side,  it  will  be  easy  enough  to  per- 
suade the  public  that,  as  counsel  in  a  most  interesting  case,  I 
became  intimately  acquainted  with  her  virtues,  touched  by  her' 
misfortunes,  captivated  by  her  beauty  and  accomplishments,  and 
Enally  overcome  by  her  charms.  I  don't  think,  Williams,  that- 
neb  an  explanation  would  fail  of  its  effect,  before  a  caucns  oven. " 
Men  are  always  fcvourably  disposed  to  those  they  think  meif 
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off  than  they  are  themseWeB.  A  good  deal  of  capital  is  made 
oa  that  principle." 

"I,  do  not  know  that  it  would,  Now-a-day8  the  elccriona 
i^enerally  turn  more  on  public  principles  than  on  private  conduct. 
The  Americans  are  a  most  forgiying  people,  unless  you  tell  them 
the  Irulh.      That  thoy  will  not  pardon." 

"  Nor  any  other  nation,  I  fancy.  Human  natur"  revolts  at  it. 
Bnt  thai" — snapping  his  fingers — "for  your  elections;  it  is  the 
oaucuses  that  I  lay  myself  out  to  meet.  Give  me  the  nominatiim, 
and  I  am  as  certain  of  my  seat  as,  in  the  old  countries,  a  first- 
born is  to  hia  father's  throoe." 

"  It  is  pretty  safe  aa  a  rule,  I  allow ;  but  nominations  some- 
times fail." 

"  Not  when  regular,  and  made  on  proper  principles.  A  nomi. 
nation  is  almost  as  good  aa  popularity." 

"  Often  better ;  for  men  are  j'nat  asses  enough  to  work  in  the 
collar  of  party,  even  when  overloaded.  Bnt  all  this  time  the 
_  night  is  wearing  away.  If  I  go  info  court  in  the  morning,  it 
will  be  too  late.  This  thing  must  be  settled  at  once,  and  that  in 
a  very  explicit  manner." 

"  I  wish  I  knew  what  yon  have  picked  up  concerning  Mary 
Monson'a  early  life  !"8iudTimms,  like  a  man  struggling  with  doubt. 

"  You  have  heard  the  rumour  as  well  a.s  myself.  Some  say 
ahe  is  a  vrife  already;  while  others  think  her  a  rich  widow.  My 
ojanion  you  know ;  I  believe  her  to  be  the  stool-pigeon  of  a  York 
gang,  and  no  better  than  she  should  he." 

This  was  plain  language  to  be  addressed  to  a  lover;  and  Wil- 
liams meant  it  to  he  so.  He  had  that  sort  of  regard  for  Timms 
which  proceeds  from  a  community  in  practices,  and  was  disposed 
to  regret  that  a  man  with  whom  be  had  been  so  long  connected, 
either  as' an  asaooiat«  or  an  antagonist,  should  marry  a  woman  of 
the  pniMiits  that  he  firmly  belierod  marked  the  oareer  of  Mary 
Monanu. 


,dny  Google 


The  gentlemen  of  the  bar  are  no  more  to  be  judged  by  appear- 
-tnces  than  the  rest  of  mankind.  They  will  wrangle,  and  seem 
to  be  at  sword's  points  with  each  other,  at  one  moment ;  when 
the  nest  may  find  them  pulling  together  in  harmony  in  the  next 
case  on  the  calendar.  It  was  under  this  sort  of  feeling  that 
Williams  had  a  apeeies  of  friendship  for  his  companion. 

"  I  will  try,  WJlliaraa,"  said  the  last,  turning  towards  the 
gEiol.     "  Yea,  I  will  make  one  more  trial." 

"  Do,  my  good  fellow  —  and,  Timms — remember  one  thing  j 
joa  aaD  oerer  marry  a  wAman  that  hae  been  hanged." 
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CHAPTER  XXiy. 

"  Tba  tiioe  b  piecionB ;  I  'II  abont  it  Btraight" 

Earl  of  Butt. 

The  gaol  presented  a  very  different  scene.  A  sotemn  stillnesa 
feigned  in  its  gallery;  and  even  good  Mrs.  Gott  had  become 
wesry  with  the  exeitement  of  the  day,  and  had  retired  to  reat. 
A  single  lamp  was  burning  in  the  cell;  and  dark  forms  were 
dimly  visible  in  the  paaaage,  without  the  direct  influence  of  its 
rays-  Two  were  seated,  while  a  third  paced  the  stone  but  car- 
peted pavement,  with  a  slow  and  quiet  step.  The  first  were  the 
shadowy  forms  of  Anna  Updyke  and  Marie  Moulin ;  the  last, 
that  of  Mary  Monaon.  For  half  an  hour  the  prisoner  had  been 
on  her  knees,  praying  for  strength  to  endure  a  burthen  that  sur- 
passed her  expectations ;  and,  as  is  usual  with  those  who  look 
above  for  aid,  more  especially  women,  she  was  reaping  the  benefit 
of  her  petition.  Not  a  syllable  bad  she  uttered,  however,  since 
quitting  the  cell.  Her  voice,  soft,  melodious,  and  ladj-like,  was 
now  heard  for  the  first  time. 

"My  situation  is  most  extraordinary,  Anna,"  she  said;  "it 
iwoves  almost  too  much  for  my  strength  !  This  has  been  a  terri- 
ble day,  calm  as  I  may  have  appeared ;  and  I  fear  that  the 
morrow  will  be  still  harder  to  be  borne.  There  is  an  eipresaion 
■bout  the  eyes  of  that  man,  Williams,  that  both  alarms  and  dis- 
pute me.     I  am  to  espect  in  him  a  most  fiery  foe." 

"  Why,  then,  do  you  not  escape  from  scenes  for  which  yon  an 
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BO  unsuited  and  leave  this  saucy  Williams  to  himself,  and  hift 
schemes  of  plunder  F" 

"  That  would  not  do.  Several  sufficient  reasons  cstst  for 
remaining.  Were  I  to  ayail  myself  of  the  use  of  the  keys  I 
possess,  and  quit  the  gaol  not  to  return,  good  Mrs.  Gott  and  her 
liusba'nd  would  probably  both  be  ruined.  Although  thej  are 
ignorant  of  what  money  and  ingenuity  have  done  for  me,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  induce  the  world  to  believe  them  innocent.  But  a 
sUll  higher  reason  for  remaining  is  the  vindication  of  my  own 
character." 

"  No  ono  will  think  of  confounding  you  with  Mary  Monaon ; 
and  by  going  abroad,  as  you  aay  it  is  your  intention  to  do,  you 
would  effectually  escape  from  even  suspicion," 

"  You  little  know  the  world,  my  dear.  I  see  that  all  the 
useful  lessons  I  gave  you,  aa  your  sebool-mamma,  are  already 
forgotten.  The  sis  years  between  us  in  age  have  given  me  an 
experience  that  tells  me  f<i  do  nothing  of  the  sort.  Nothing  is 
80  certain  to  follow  us  as  a  bad  name;  though  the  good  one  ia 
easily  enougn  forgotten.  Aa  Mary  Monson,  I  am  indicted  for 
th3se  grievous  crimes;  as  Mary  Monson  will  I  be  acquitted  of 
them.  I  feel  an  affection  for  the  character,  and  shall  not  degrade 
it  by  any  act  as  base  as  that  of  flight." 

"  Why  not,  then,  resort  to  the  other  means  you  possess,  and 
g«in  a  speedy  triumph  in  open  court?" 

As  Anna  put  this  question,  Mary  Mdnson  came  beneath  tho 
light  and  stripped.  Her  handsome  face  was  in  full  view,  and  her 
(Hend  saw  an  expression  on  it  that  gave  her  pain.  It  laatod  <mly 
a  moment ;  but  that  moment  was  long  enough  to  induce  Anna  to 
wish  she  had  not  seen  it.  On  several  previous  oocaMons  tbli 
same  eipression  had  rendered  her  uneaay;  but  the  evil  look  WM 
soon  forgotten  in  the  quiet  elejpnoe  of  manners  that  borrowed 
ohnrme  from  a  countenanoe  usually  as  soft  as  the  evening  sky  la 
S«|dember.    Ere  she  resumed  her  walk,  Mary  Monson  ahodt  her 
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head  in  diasent  from  the  propo^Itiuu  of  her  friend,  and  passed  on, 
n  shadowy  but  graceful  form,  as  she  went  down  the  gallery. 

"  It  would  be  premature,"  she  said,  "  and  I  should  fail  of  mj 
object.  I  will  not  rob  that  excellent'  Mr.  Dunscomb  of  bis  boneat 
triumph.  How  calm  and  gcnticmanlike  he  was  to-day ;  yet  how 
firm  and  prompt,  when  it  became  necessary  to  show  these  quali 

"  Uncle  Tom  is  all  that  la  good  j  and  we  love  him  as  we  would 
love  a  parent." 

A  pause  succeeded,  during  which  Mary  Monson  walked  along 
the  gallery  once,  in  profound  thought. 

.  "  Yours  promises  to  be  a  happy  future,  my  dear,"  she  said. 
"  Of  suitable  ages,  tempers,  stations,  country  —  yes,  country ;  foi 
OB  American  woman  should  never  marry  a  foreigner !" 

Anna  Updyke  did  not  reply ;  and  a  Jllonoe  succeeded  that  was 
interrupted  by  the  rattling  of  a  key  in  the  outer  door. 

'[  It  is  your  new  father,  Anna,  come  to  see  you  home.  Thank 
yoa,  kind-hearted  and  most  generous-minded  girl.  I  feel  the 
sacrifices  that  you  and  your  &iend  are  making  in  my  behalf,  and 
shall  carry  the  recollection  of  them  to  the  grave.  On  her,  I  had 
no  claims  at  all;  and  on  you,  but  those  tl>at  are  very  slight. 
You  have  been  (o  me,  indeed,  most  eseellent  friends,  and  a  great 
support  when  both  were  most  needed.  Of  my  own  ses,  and  of 
the  same  social  level,  I  do  not  now  see  how  I  should  have  got  on 
without  you.  Mrs.  Gott  is  kindness  and  good-nature  themselves; 
but  she  is  so  different  from  us  in  a  thousand  things,  that  I  have 
often  been  pained  by  it.  In  our  intercourse  with  you,  how  dif- 
ferent !  Knowing  bo  much,  you  pry  into  nothing.  Not  a  question, 
Dot  a  look  to  embarrass  me;  and  with  a  perfect  and  saint-like 
reliance  on  my  moocenee,  were  I  a  sister,  your  support  oould  not 
be  more  warm-hearted  or  firm." 

:; '  Aft£r  a  short  pause,  in  which  this  siugular  yonng  woman 
nailed,  utd  appeared  to  be  t«lking  to  heraelf,  she  cootinited, 
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ftfter  kissing  her  oofflpanioii  most  affectionately  for  good-night, 
ud  walking  with  her  as  far  as  the  door  of  the  gallery,  where  it 
had  been  announced  that  the  doctor  was  waiting  for  his  step> 
daughter — 

"  I  wish  I  knew  whether  the  same  faith  goes  through  the  cob. 
Lection  —  Mr.  John  Wilmet«r  ?" 

"  Oh  1  He  is  persuaded  of  jour  entire  innocence.  It  was  he 
who  escited  so  much  interest  in  rae,  on  your  behalf,  before  I  had 
the  least  idea  of  our  having  ever  met  before." 

"  He  ia  a  noble-hearted  joijjig  man,  and  has  many  excellent 
qualities — a  little  romantic,  but  none  the  worse  for  that,  my 
dear,  as  you  will  find  in  the  end.  Aias  I  alas  I  Those  marriages 
that  are  made  over  a  rent-roll,  or  an  inventory,  need  a  great  deal 
of  Bomething  very  dilferent  from  what  they  possess,  to  render 
them  happy !  Mr.  Witmeter  has  told  me  that  no  e-oidence 
could  make  him  believe  in  uiy  guilt.  There  is  a  confidence  that 
might  touch  a  woman's  heart,  Anna,  did  circumstances  admit  of 
Booh  a  thing.  I  like  that  Michael  Millington,  too;  the  name  is 
dear  to  me,  as  ia  the  race  of  which  he  comes.  No  matter ;  the  worid 
va  »on  train,  let  us  regret  and  repine  as  we  may.  And  Unola 
Tom,  Anna  —  what  do  you  think  of  his  real  opinion  f  Is  it  In 
my  favour  or_not?" 

Anna  Updyke  had  detected  in  Diin:fcomb  a  disposition  to 
doubt,  and  was  naturally  averse  to  communicating  .a  Cict  so  uo- 
pleasant  to  her  friend.  Kissing  the  latter  affectionately,  sho 
hurried  away  to  meet  McBrain,  already  waiting  for  her  widtont. 
In  quitting  the  dwelling  of  the  building  annexed  to  the  gwl, 
the  doctor  and  Anna  met  Timms  hurrying  forward  to  seek  ui 
interview  with  his  client  before- she  retired  to  rest.  -An  appli- 
cation at  onco  obtained  permission  for  the  limb  of  the  taw  to 
rater. 

' "  I  have  come,  Miss  Mary,"  as  Timms  now  called  biB  dieat, 
"^nwhat  I  tear  will  {nrove  a  useless  errand;  bnt  whaob  I  ham 
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thought  it  my  duty  to  eee  performed,  aa  your  best  friend,  and 
one  of  your  legal  advisers.  You  have  already  heard  what  I  had 
to  Bay  on  he  subject  of  a  certa  n  proposal  ot  ihe  oext  f  kin  to 
w  thdraw  t  om  the  p  sc  u  on  wt  h  w  11  ca  y  w  h  h  m  this 
W  U  ams  w  th  whom  I  s!  ould  th  nli  y  u  woul3  hy  th  a  time, 
"be  hea  t  Ij  d  gus  eJ  I  come  now  to  say  that  h  offer  ia 
repeated  w  h  a  (,uod  deal  f  e  npb^.  ■i  an  1  that  y  u  have  stiil 
an  opporiun  y  oi  Icisen    g  the  f  rce  that    a  prec*   g  on  your 

ntcrests  hy  a  1  ast  on  half  TV  11  a  n"*  iiay  well  tint  for 
more  than  halt  of  the  v  j,uur  and  shrewdnea  ut  wl  at  s  doing 
for  the  bla  *    n  y  ur  case 

The  pr  josal  must  be  nore  d  st  aclly  ujad  and  you  must 
let  me  have  a  clear  view  of  what  is  expected  from  me,  Mr.  Tioims, 
before  I  can  give  any  reply,"  sajd  Mary  Monson.  "  But  you 
may  wish  t*j  he  alone  with  me  before  you  are  more  exjilicit.  1 
null  order  my  woman  to  go  into  the  cell." 

"  It  might  he  more  prudent  were  we  to  go  into  the  cell  our- 
selves, and  leave  your  domestic  outside.  These  galleries  carry 
Bonods  like  ear-trumpets ;  and  we  never  know  who  may  bo  our 
next  neighbour  in  a  gaol." 

■  Mary  Monson  quietly  assented  to  the  proposal,  calling  to  her 
woman  in  French  to  remain  outside,  in  the  dark,  while  she  pro- 
fited hy  the  light  of  the  lamp  in  the  cell.  Timms  followed,  and 
doaed  the  dQor. 

In  siEC,  form,  and  materials,  the  cell  of  Mary  Monaon  waa 
neoessarily  like  that  of  every  other  inmate  of  the  gaol.  Its  aides, 
top  afid  bottom,  were  of  maaaive  stones;  the  two  last  being  flags 
of  great  dimensions.  But  taste  and  money  had  converted  even 
thib  place  into  an  apartment  that  was  comfortable  in  all  respecte 
hat  that  of  sise.  Two  cells  opening  on  the  section  of  gallery 
that  the  consideration  of  Mrs.  Gott  had  caused  to  he  screened 
i^«Dd  appropi'ialed  to  the  ezolusive  use  of  the  fair  prisoner, 
096;  had  been  furnished  as  k  eleeping  apartment,  while  that  in 
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irhich  Tiinind  was  now  received  had  more  the  air  of  a  »)rt  of 
boudoir.  It  was  well  carpeted,  like  all  the  rest  of  n'hat  might 
be  termed  the  suite ;  aod  had  a  variety  of  thoae  little  elegaudeit 
that  women  of  cultivated  tast«s  and  ample  means  are  almost  cer- 
[aiu  to  gatiier  about  them.  The  harp  which  had  occasioned  so 
much  scandal,  as  well  as  a  guitar,  stood  near  by ;  and  chairs  of 
different  forma  and  various  degrees  of  comfort,  crowded  th»  room, 
perhaps  to  superfluity.  As  this  was  tiie  first  lime  Timms  had 
been  admitted  tu  the  cell,  he  was  ail  eyes,  gaziog  about  him  at 
the  numerous  signs  of  wealth  it  eonbined,  with  inward  satisfao- 
(jon.  It  was  a,  minute  after  he  was  desired  to  be  seated  before 
he  could  comply,  so  lively  was  the  curiosity  lo  be  appeased.  It 
was  during  tliis  minute  that  Mario  Moulin  lighted  foar  candlea, 
that  were  already  arranged  in  bronzed  candfesticts,  making  a 
hlazo  of  light  for  tliat  small  room.  These  caudles  were  of  sper- 
maceti, the  ordinary  American  substitute  for  was.  Nothing  that 
lie  then  saw,  or  had  ever  seen  in  tis  intercourse  with  his  client, 
BO  profoundly  impressed  Timms  aa  this  lusury  of  light.  Accus- 
tomed himself  to  read  and  write  by  a  coupio  of  small  inferior 
articles  in  tallow,  when  he  did  not  use  a  lamp,  there  seemed  to 
be  something  regal  to  his  uu sophisticated  imagination,  in  this 
display  of  brilliancy. 

Whether  Mary  Monson  had  a  purpose  to  answer  in  givinf; 
Timms  so  unusual  a  reception,  we  shall  leave  the  reader  to  di». 
aover  by  means  of  hja  own  sagacity;  but  circumstances  might 
well  lead  one  to  the  conclusion  that  she  bad.  There  was  a  satis- 
iied  look,  as  she  glanced  around  the  cell  and  surveyed  its  arrange- 
ments, that  possibly  led  fairly  enough  to  such  an  jnference- 
Nevertheless,  her  dimeanour  was  perfectly  quiet,  betraying  none 
of  the  fidgeting  uneasiness  of  an  underbred  person,  lest  all  might 
not  bo  right.  Every  arrangement  was  left  to  the  servant;  ind 
when  Marie  Moulin  finally  quitted  tlie  cell  and  closed  the  do<a 
beihiiitl  her,  every  thoaght  of  the  apartment  and  what  iluoJi- 
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taitiod  Beeraed  to  vanish  froin  the  mind  of  her  estraordinan 
mistress. 

"  Before  you  proceed  to  communicate  tie  purpose  of  your  visit, 
Mr.  Timms,"  Mary  Monaon  said,  "  I  shall  ask  permission  to  put 
a  few  questions  o&  my  own,  touching  the  state  of  our  cause 
Have  we  gained  or  lost  by  this  day's  proceedings  f" 

"  MQSt  clearly  gained,  as  every  man  at  the  bar  will  confirm  by 
hia  opinion." 

"  That  has  been  my  own  way  of  thinking)  and  I  am  glad  to 
hear  it  corroborated  by  such  competent  judges.  I  confess  tha 
prosecution  does  not  seem  to  me  to  show  the  strength  it  really 
possesses.  This  Jane  Pope  made  a  miserable  blunder  about  the 
piece  of  coin." ' 

"  She  has  done  the  other  ude  no  great  good,  certainly." 

"How  stands  the  jury,  Mr.  Timms?" 

Altbough  this  question  was  put  so  directly,  Timms  heard  it 
with  uneasiness.  Nor  did  he  like  the  expression  of  Mary  Mon- 
son's  eyes,  which  seemed  to  regard  him  with  a  keenness  that 
might  possibly  imply  distrust.  But  it  was  necessary  to  answer; 
though  he  did  so  with  caution,  and  with  a  due  regard  to  his  own 
safety. 

"  It  is  pretty  well,"  he  awd,  "  though  not  quite  as  much 
opposed  to  capital  puniahment  as  I  had  hoped  for.    We  challenged 
off  one  of  the  sharpest  ehapa  in  the  county,  and  have  got  in  hii   - 
pkce  a  man  who  is  pretty  much  under  my  thumb," 

"  And  the  stories  —  the  reports  —  have  they  been  well  cireu* 
Ut«df*' 

"  A  Utile  too  well,  I  'm  afr^d.  That  concerning  your  having 
married  a  Frenchman,  and  having  run  away  from  him,  has  gone 
through  all  the  lower  towns  of  Duke's  like  wild^A^  It  has  even 
reached  the  ears  of  'Squire  Dansoomb,  and  will  be  in  the  York 
papoTs  to-morrow." 

A  little  Btort  betntyed  the  Burpiisc  of  the  prisoner;  and  a  look 
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vxiompaoied  it,  which  would  seem  to  deoote  disi<ati^faction  (hat  a 
tale  put  in  circulation  by  herself,  as  it  would  dow  appear,  had 
goae  quite  so  far. 

"  Mr.  Dunseomb !"  she  repeated,  musinglj.  "Anna  Updjke's 
uncle  Tom ;  and  one  whom  such  a  story  may  very  well  set  thiuk- 
iug.     I  wish  it  had  not  reached  him,  of  all  men,  Mr.  Timma." 

"If  I  may  judge  of  his  opinions  by  some  little  acta  und  ex- 
jiressions  that  have  escaped  him,  I  am  iuclinod  to  think  he 
believes  the  story  to  be,  in  the  main,  true." 

Mary  Monson  smiled ;  and,  as  was  much  her  wont  when  think- 
ing intensely,  her  lips  moved ;  even  a  low  muttering  became 
audible  to  a  person  as  near  as  her  companion  then  was. 

"  It  is  now  time,  Mr.  Tirams,  to  set  the  other  story  in  motion," 
she  said,  quickly.  "Let  one  account  follow  the  other;  that  will 
distract  people's  belief.     We  must  be  active  in  this  matter." 

"  There  is  less  necessity  for  our  moving  in  the  affair,  as  Wil* 
liams  has  gob  a  clue  to  it,  by  some  means  or  other;  and  his  men 
will  spread  it  tar  and  near,  long  before  the  cause  goes  to  tho 
jury." 

"That  is  fortunate!"  exclaimed  the  prisoner,  actually  clapping 
her  pretty  gloved  hands  together  in  delight.  "  A  story  as  terrible 
as  that  must  react  powerfully,  when  its  falsehood  comes  to  be 
Bhown.  I  regard  that  tale  as  the  cleverest  of  all  our  schemes, 
Mr.  Timms." 

"  Why  —  yes  —  that  is  —  I  think,  Miaa  Mary,  it  may  be  set 
down  as  the  boldest." 

"  And  this  saucy  Williams,  as  you  call  him,  has  got  hold  cf  it 
Jready,  and  Itelieves  it  true  I" 

"  It  is  not  surprising;  there  are  so  many  small  and  probable 
facts  accompanying  it." 

"  I  suppose  you  know  what  Shakspeare  calls  such  an  inventioi^ 
Mr.  Timms?"  swd  Mary  Monson,  smiling. 

"I  am  not  particularly  acquainted  with  t}>at  author,  ma'iwk 
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I  know  there  was  such  a  writer,  aod  that  he  was  thought  n  good 
deal  of,  in  his  day;  hut  I  cao't  say  I  have  ever  read  hint." 

The  beautiful  prisoner  turned  her  large  expreaaive  blue  eyes 
on  her  companion  with  a  gaze  of  wonder ;  but  her  hreediug  pro- 
vented  her  Irom  uttering  what  she  certainly  thought  and  felt. 

"  Shakspeare  is  a  writer  very  geaeraily  esteemed,"  she  an- 
■wered,  after  one  moment  of  muttering,  and  one  moment  («  con- 
trol herself;  "  I  believe  he  is  commonly  placed  at  the  head  of 
our  English  literature,  if  not  at  the  head  of  that  of  al!  times 
and  nations  —  Homer,  perhaps,  excepled." 

"  What !  higher,  do  you  think,  Miae  Mary,  than  Blackstooo 
and  Kent!" 

"Those  are  authors  of  whom  I  know  nothing,  Mr.  Timms; 
but  now,  sir,  I  will  listen  to  your  errand  here  to-night." 

"  It  is  the  old  matter.  WilUams  has  been  talking  to  me  again, 
touching  the  five  thousand  doU^irs." 

"  Mr.  Williams  has  my  answer.  If  five  thousand  cenis  would 
buy  him  off,  he  should  not  receive  them  from  me." 

This  was  said  with  a  frown;  and  then  it  was  that  the  observe)' 
had  an  opportunity  of  tracing  in  a  face  otherwise  so  lovely,  the 
lines  that  indicate  self-will,  and  a  spirit  not  easily  controlled. 
.Alas !  that  womeu  should  ever  so  mistake  their  natural  means  to 
influence  and  guide,  as  to  have  recourse  to  the  exercise  of  agents 
that  they  rarely  wield  with  effect;  and  ever  with  a  sacrifice  of 
wfjmaDly  character  and  womanly  grace.  The  person  who  would 
draw  the  sex  from  the  quiet  scenes  (hat  they  ao  much  embellish, 
to  mingle  in  the  strifes  of  the  world;  who  would  place  them  in 
stations  that  nature  has  obviously  intended  men  should  occupy, 
is  not  their  real  friend,  any  more  than  the  weak  adviser  who 
resorts  to  reputed  specifics  when  the  knife  alone  can  effect  a  cure. 
The  Creator  intended  woman  for  a  "  help-meet,"  and  not  for  the 
Jiead  of  the  family  circle;  aaA  most  fatally  ill-judging  are  the 
laws  lliat'Woald  ^u  disturb  the  order  of  a  domestic  goveiument 
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irhicb  is  direotlj  derived  from  divine  wisdom  as  from  divine 
benevolence. 

"I  told  him  aa  much,  Miss  Mary,"  answered  Timms;  "but 
he  does  not  seem  disposed  to  take  'no'  for  an  wswer.  Williams 
has  the  true  scent  for  a  dollar." 

"I  am  quite  certain  of  an  acquittal,  Mr.  Timms;  and  having 
endured  so  much,  and  hazarded  so  much,  I  do  not  like  to  throw 
away  the  triumph  of  my  approiching  victory.  There  is  a  power- 
ful excitement  in  my  situation  f  and  I  like  excitement  to  weak- 
ness, perhaps.  No,  no;  my  success  must  not  be  tarnished  by 
any  such  covert  bargain.  I  will  not  listen  to  the  proposal  for 
an  instant!" 

"  I  understand  that  the  Taising  of  the  sum  required  would 
form  no  particular  obstacle  to  the  arrangement?"  asked  Timms, 
in  a  careless  sort  of  way  that  was  intended  to  conceal  the  real 
interest  he  took  in  the  reply. 

"  None  at  all.  The  money  might  be  in  his  hands  before  the 
court  sits  in  the  morning;  but  it  never  shall  be,  as  coming  from 
me.  Let  Mr.  Williams  know  this  definitively;  and  tell  hiiu  to 
do  his  worst," 

Timms  was  a  little  surprised,  and  a  good  deal  uneasy  at  this 
manifestation  of  a  spirit  of  defiance,  which  could  produce  nc 
good,  and  which  might  be  productive  of  evil.  While  he  was 
delighted  (o  hear,  for  the  fourth  or  fifth  time,  how  easy  it  would 
be  for  his  feir  client  to  commania  sum  aa  large  as  that  demanded, 
he  secretly  determined  not  to  let  the  man  who  had  sent  him  on 
his  present  errand  know  the  tamper  in  which  it  had  been  received. 
Williams  was  suEBciently  dangerous  as  it  was;  and  he  saw  all  the 
haiard  of  ^ving  him  fresh  incentives  to  increase  his  exertions. 

"  And  now,  as  this  matter  is  finally  disposed  of,  Mr.  Timms — 
for  I  de^re  that  it  may  not  be  agwn  mentioned  to  me"— reaumed 
tbe  accused,  "  let  us  say  a  word  more  on  the  subject  of  our  nem 
i^ort'    Your. agent  baa  set  on  foot  a  story  that  I  belmig  tat. 
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gang  of  wretches  who  are  combined  to  prej  on  society ;  and  that, 
in  this  character,  I  came  into  Duke's  to  carry  out  one  of  its  ne- 
farious schemes?" 

"  That  is  the  substance  of  the  rumour  we  have  started  at  yoor 
own  Jesire,  though  I  could  wish  it  were  not  quite  so  strong,  and 
that  there  weri,  more  time  fcr  the  rpictun 

"  The  strength  of  the  rumour  is  it^  ymt  merit;  and,  as  for 
time,  we  have  abunlance  for  our  purpD^e^  Bcaction  is  the  great 
power  of  popularity,  a""  J  htve  heard  igain  and  again.  It  ia 
always  the  wost  effective,  too,  at  the  turn  of  the  tide.  Let  the 
public  onci*  get  possessed  with  the  notmn  thit  a  rumour  so  inju- 
rious his  been  in  circulation  at  the  expense  of  one  in  my  cruel 
condition,  and  the  eurrent  of  feeling  will  set  the  other  way  in  a 
torrent  that  nothing  can  arre'-t'" 

"  I  tale  thp  idea,  Mias  Mary,  which  is  well  enough  for  certain 
cases  but  a  little  ton  hizardous  for  this  Suppose  it  should  be 
ascirtiined  that  this  report  oime  from  us  ' 

"  It  never  can  be,  if  the  caution  I  directed  was  observed.  Too 
have  not  neglected  my  advice,  Mr.  Timms?" 

The  attorney  had  not;  and  great  had  been  his  surprise  at  the 
ingenuity  sad  finesse  manifested  by  this  singular  woman,  in  setting 
afloat  a  report  that  would  certiunly  act  to  her  injury,  unless  arrested 
aad  disproved  at  a  moment  most  critical  in  her  future  fate.  Ne- 
vertheless, in  obedience  to  Mary  Monson's  positive  commands, 
this  very  bold  measure  had  been  undertaken ;  and  Timms  was 
w^ting  with  impatience  for  the  information  by  means  of  which 
be  was  to  counteract  these  self-inflicted  injuries,  and  make  them 
the  instruments  of  good,  on  the  reaction. 

If  that  portion  of  society  which  takes  delight  in  gossip  could 
be  made  to  understand  the  real  characters  of  those  to  whom  they 
eommit  the  control  of  their  opinions,  not  to  say  principles,  there 
would  be  far  more  of  reserve  and  self-respect  observed  in  the 
Bubnussi'^i  to  this  social  evil,  than  ibere  is  at  present     MaEoe, 
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the  inwerd  impulses  of  the  propagators  of  a,  lie,  and  cupidity, 
are  at  the  bottom  of  half  the  tales  that  reach  our  ears;  and  in 
those  cases  in  which  the  world  in  its  ignorance  fancies  it  has 
BOme  anthoritj  for  what  it  says,  it  as  often  happens  that  aonie 
hidden  motiTe  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  exhibition  as  the  one  which 
seems  so  apparent.  There  are  a  set  of  vulgar  i  ices  that  may  be 
termed  the  "  stereotyped,"  they  lie  so  near  the  sirrf;icc  of  human 
infirmities.  Thsy  who  are  most  Subject  to  tbeir  influence  alwayH 
drag  these  viees  first  into  the  arena  of  talk;  and  fully  one-half 
of  that  of  this  nalure  which  we  hear,  has  its  origin  as  much  in 
tiie  reflective  nature  of  the  gossip's  own  character,  as  in  any  facts 
truly  connected  with  the  acta  of  the  subjects  of  his  or  her  stories. 

But  Mary  Monson  was  taking  a  far  higher  flight  than  the 
circulation  of  an  injurious  rumour.  She  believed  hersulf  to  be 
putting  on  font  a  master-stroke  of  p"licy.  In  her  intercourse 
vrith  Timms,  so  much  was  said  of  Ihe  power  of  opinion,  that 
she  had  passed  hovira,  nay  days,  in  the  study  of  the  means  tc 
control  and  counteract  it.  Whence  she  obtained  her  notion 
of  the  virtue  of  reaction  it  might  not  be  easy  to  say ;  but  her 
theory  was  not  without  its  truth;  and  it  is  certain  that  her  moaus 
of  producing  it  were  of  remarkable  simplicity  and  ingenuity.- 

Having  settled  the  two  preliminaries  of  the  rumour  and  of 
Williams's  proposition,  Timms  thought  the  moment  favourable 
to  making  a  demonstration  ia  his  own  afEiirs.  Love  he  did  not 
yet  dare  to  propose  openly ;  though  he  had' now  been,  for  some 
time,  making  covert  demonstrations  towards  the  tender  pasMon. 
In  addition  to  the  motive  of  cupidity,  one  of  great  influonce  with 
BQch  a  man,  Timms's  heart,  such  as  it  was,  had  really  yielded  to 
the  influence  of  a  beauty,  manners,  accomplishments,  and  infor- 
mation, all  of  a  class  so  much  higher  than  he  had  been  accus. 
tomed  to  meet  with,  as  to  be  subjects  of  wonder  with  him,  not  to 
Bay  of  adoration.  This  man  had  his  afiections  aswnll  as  another;- 
Bod,  while  John  Wilmeter  had  submitted  to  ^  merely  paanng 
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ineJinatioiij  an  much  produced  by  the  interest  he  took  in  an  nn 
known  female's  situation  as  bj  anj  other  cause,  poor  Timms  Lad 
teen  hourly  falling  more  and  more  in  love.  It  is  a  tribute  f*) 
nature,  that  this  passion  can  be,  and  is,  felt  by  all.  AltbougL  u 
purifying  sentiment,  the  corrupt  and  impure  can  feel  its  power, 
and,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  submit  to  its  influence,  though 
their  homage  may  be  faini«d  by  the  grower  elements^that  are  so 
largely  mixed  up  with  the  compound  of  their  cbaraoteis.  We 
may  have  occasion  to  show  hereafter  how  far  tie  ubeputh  attorney 
of  Maij  Monson  succeeded  in  Mb  suit  with  hia  fair  olient. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

"  I  challenge  onvy, 
Malice,  and  all  the  practices  of  hell, 
To  censure  all  the  aclionB  of  my  paat 
Unfiappj  life,  aad  (aint  me  if  they  cau." 

TieOrpAati 

It  is  tfl  be  presumed  tfiat  Tiranis  found  the  means  to  commani- 
eate  to  Williama  the  rejection  of  the  latter's  offer,  before  thri 
court  met  next  morning.  It  is  certain  that  the  counsel  associated 
with  the  Attorney-General  manifested  unusual  zeal  in  the  per- 
formance of  duties  that  most  men  would  have  found  unpleasant, 
if  not  painful,  and  that  he  was  captiouSj  short,  and  ill-natured. 
Juet  as  Mary  Monson  came  within  the  bar,  a  letter  waa  put  into 
the  hands  of  Dunscomb,  who  quietly  broke  the  seal,  and  read  it 
twice,  as  the  observant  Timms  fancied ;  then  put  it  in  his  pocket, 
with  a  mien  so  undisturbed  that  no  mere  looker-on  would  have 
suspected  its  importance.  The  letter  was  from  Millington,  and 
it  announced  a  general  want  of  success  in  his  mission.  The 
whereabouts  of  M.  de  Larocheforte  could  not  be  ascertained ;  and 
those  who  knew  anything  about  his  moyements,  were  of  opinion 
that  he  was  travelling  in  the  West,  accompanied  by  his  fair,  ac- 
complished, and  affluent  young  consort.  None  of  those  who 
would  naturally  have  heard  of  sucL  an  event,  had  it  oeoorred, 
could  say  there  had  ever  been  a  separation  between  the  French 
husband  and  the  American,  wife.  Millington,  himself,  had  never 
seen  his  kinswoman,  there  being  a  coolness  of  long  standing  bo- 
tweon  the  two  branches  of  the  family,  and  could  give  little  or  no 
infonaation  on  the  subject.    In  a  word,  he  ould  discover  aothiiig 
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to  eniibk  hici  to  carry  out  the  clue  obtained  ia  the  rumour ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  found  a  certain  ent,  who  occupied  them- 
eelves  a  good  dcai  with  intelligence  of  that  sort,  were  greatly  dis- 
posed to  believe  the  report,  set  on  foot  by  herself,  that  Mary 
Monson  was  a  stool-pigeon  of  a  gang  of  marauders,  and  doubtless 
guilty  of  everything  of  which  she  had  been  accused.  Millington 
would  remain  in  town,  however,  another  day,  and  endeavour  to 
push  his  inquiries  to  some  useful  result.  Cool,  clear-headed,  and 
totally  without  romance,  Dunscomb  knew  that  a  better  agent 
than  his  young  friend  oonid  not  be  employed,  and  was  fain  to 
WMt  patiently  for  the  discoveries  he  might  eventually  succeed  in 
making.     In  the  moan  time  the  trial  proceeded. 

"  Mr.  Clerk,"  said  his  honour,  "  let  the  jury  be  called." 
This  was  done,  and  Mary  Monson's  lips  moved,  while  a  lurk- 
ing smile  lighted  her  countenance,  as  her  eyes  met  tlie  sympathy 
that  was  expressed  in  the  countenances  of  several  of  the  grave 
men  who  had  been  drawn  aa  arbifera,  in  her  case,  between  life 
and  death.  To  her  it  was  appai'ent  that  her  ses,  her  youth,  per- 
haps her  air  and  beauty,  stood  her  friends,  and  Uiat  she  might 
*  largely  count  on  the  compassion  of  that  small  but  important  body 
of  men.  One  of  her  calculations  had  succeeded  to  the  letter. 
The  tale  of  her  being  a  stool-pigeon  had  been  very  actively  cir- 
culated, with  certain  additions  and  embellishments  that  it  was 
very  easy  to  disprove;  and  another  set  of  agents  had  been  hard 
at  work,  all  the  morning,  in  brushing  away  such  of  the  collateral 
cirenmstances  a^  had,  at  first,  been  produced  (o  confirm  the  main 
story,  and  which,  in  now  being  pulled  to  pieces  as  of  no  account, 
did  not  fail  to  east  a  shade  of  the  darkest  doubt  over  the  whole 
rumour.  All  this  Mary  Monson  probably  understood,  and  un- 
derstanding, enjoyed ;  a  vein  of  «-ild  wilfulness  certainly  running 
through  her  character,  leading  in  more  directions  than  one. 

"  I  hope  there  will  be  no  delay  on  account  of  witnesses,"  ob- 
KTjed  the  judge.     "  Time  is  very  precioun  " 
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"  We  are  armed  at  all  points,  your  honour,  and  intend  to  bring 
Hie  matter  to  an  earij  conclusion,"  answered  Williama,  casting 
one  of  those  glances  at  the  prisoner  which^had  obtained  for  him 
the  merited  sobriquet  of  "  saucy."  "  Crier,  call  Sajnuel  Buiv 
ton." 

Timma  fdrlj  started.  This  was  breaking  ground  in  a  new 
spot,  and  was  producing  testimony  from  a  source  that  he  much 
dreaded.  The  Burtons  had  been  the  nearest  neighbours  of  the 
Ckiodwins,  and  were  so  nearly  on  a  social  level  with  them,  as  to 
live  in  close  and  constant  commnnicatioa.  These  Burtons  con- 
wsted'  of  the  man,  his  wife,  and  three  maiden  sisters.  At  one 
lime,  the  last  had  conversed  much  on  the  subject  of  the  murders ; 
but,  to  Tinims'  great  discontent,  they  had  been  quite  dumb  of 
late.  This  had  prevented  his  putting  in  practice  a  raethod  of 
anticipating  testimony,  that  is  much  in  vogue,  and  which  he  had 
deliberately  attempted  with  these  sometime  voluble  females.  As 
the  reader  may  not  be  fiilly  initiated  in  the  mysteries  of  that 
sacred  and  all-important  master  of  the  BocJ^  relations,  the  law, 
we  shall  set  forth  the  manner  in  which  justice  is  often  bolstered, 
when  its  interests  are  cared  for  by  practitioners  of  the  Timms' 
and  Williams'  school. 

No  sooner  is  it  ascertained  that  a  particniar  individnal  haa  a 
knowledge  of  an  awkward  fact,  than  these  worthies  of  the  bar  set 
to  work  to  extract  the  dangerous  information  from  him.  This  is 
commonly  attempted,  and  often  effected,  by  inducing  the  witness 
to  relate  what  he  knows,  and  by  leading  him  on  to  make  state-  . 
ments  that,  on  being  sworn  to  in  court,  will  either  altogether  in- 
validate his  testimeny,  or  throw  so  much  doubt  on  it  as  to  leave 
it  of  very  little  value.  As  the  agents  employed  to  attain  this 
end  are  not  very  scrupulous,  there  is  great  danger  that  their  ima- 
ginations may  supply  the  defects  in  the  statements,  and  substitute ' 
words  and  thoughts  that  the  party  never  uttered.  It  is  so  eaay 
•o  mistake  another's  meaning,  with  even  tho  best  intentions,  that 
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<na  are  not  to  be  aurpriaed  if  tbis  should  acriouslj  hapjicn  when 
the  disposition  is  to  mislead.  With  the  parties  to  suits,  this  arti- 
fice m  often  quite  successful,  admissions  being  obtained,  or  sup- 
posed to  he  ohtained,  tbat  they  never,  for  an  instant,  intended  to 
make  In  the  states  where  speculation  haa  cornered  mi-n.  and 
left  them  loaded  with  deht,  these  devieea  of  the  eaves-droppera 
aad  auckers  arc  ao  common,  as  to  render  (heir  tfiBfimoiiy  no  im- 
material  feature  in  nearly  every  cause  of  magnitude  that  is  tried. 
la  such  a  state  of  society  it  is,  indeed,  unsafe  for  a  suitor  to  open 
his  lips  on  his  atfairs,  lest  some  one  near  him  be  employed  to 
catch  up  his  words,  'and  e-arry  them  info  court  with  shades  of 
meaning  gathered  from  his  own  imagination. 

At  first,  Timma  was  under  the  impression  that  the  Burtons 
were  going  to  sustain  the  defence,  and  he  waa  placing  himself  on 
the  most  amiable  footing  with  the  females,  three  of  whom  might 
very  reasonably  be  placed  within  the  category  of  matrimony  with 
this  riang  lawyer;  but,  it  waa  not  long  ere  he  ascertained  that 
Williams  waa  getting  to  be  intimate,  and  had  proved  to  be  a  suc- 
ceesful  rivaL  Davis,  the  nephew  and  heir  of  the  Goodwins,  was 
a  single  man,  too,  and  it  is  probable  that  his  frequent  visits  to 
the  dwelling  of  the  Burtons  had  a  beneficial  influence  on  iiis  own 
interests.  Let  the  cause  be  what  it  might,  the  effect  was  clearly 
to  seal  the  lips  of  the  whole  family,  not  a  member  of  which  could 
be  induced,  by  any  art  practised  by  the  agents  of  Timms,  to  utt^ 
a  syllable  on  a  subject  that  now  really  seemed  to  be  forbidden. 
When,  therefore.  Burton  appeared  on  the  stand,  and  was  sworn, 
the  two  counsel  for  the  defence  waited  for  him  to  open  his  lips, 
with  a  profound  and  common  interest. 

Burton  knew  the  deceased.  Lad  lived  all  his  life  near  them, 
was  at  home  the  night  of  the  fire,  went  to  asaist  the  old  people, 
gaw  the  two  skeletons,  had  no  doubt  they  were  the  remains  of 
Peter  Goodwin  and  his  wife,  observed  the  effects  of  a  heavy  blow 
Mjroea  the  foreheads  of  each,  the  same  that  waa  still  to  be  seen, 
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inferred  that  this  blow  had  destroyed  them,  or  so  far  stunned 
them  as  to  leave  them  iDcapable  of  escaping  from  the  fire. 

This  witneHS  was  theu  questionod  on  the  suhject  of  the  stock- 
ing, and  Mrs.  Goodwin's  hoard  of  money.  He  had  seen  the 
sleeking  but  once,  had  often  beard  it  mentioned  by  his  sisters, 
did  not  tiink  bia  wife  had  ever  alluded  to  it,  did  not  know  the 
amount  of  the  gold,  but  supposed  it  might  be  very  considerable, 
saw  the  bureau  examined,  and  knew  that  the  stocking  could  not 
be  found.  In  a  word,  his  testimony  in  chief  went  generally  tfl 
sustain  the  impression  that  prevailed  relative  to  the  murders, 
though  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  it  in  this  form,  aa  the  cross- 
jxaniination  will  better  explain  his  statements  and  opinions. 

"Mr.  Burton,"  said  Duascomb,  "you  knew  the  Goodwins 
wel!  f" 

"  Very  well,  sir.  As  well  aa  near  neighbours  generally  know 
each  other." 

"  Can  you  swear  that  those  are  the  skeletons  of  Peter  and 
Dorothy  Goodwin?" 

"I  can  swear  that  I  believe  them  to  be  such  —  have  no  doubt 
of  the  fact." 

"  Point  out  that  which  you  suppose  to  be  the  skeleton  of  Petej 
Goodwin." 

This  request  embarrassed  the  witness.  In  common  with  all 
around  him,  he  had  no  other  clue  to  his  facts  than  the  circain- 
stances  under  which  these  vestiges  of  mortality  had  been  found, 
and  he  did  not  know  what  ought  to  be 'his  reply. 

"  I  suppose  the  shortest  of  the  skeletons  to  be  Peter  Good- 
win's, and  the  longest  that  of  his  wife,"  he  at  length  answered. 
'  Peter  was  not  as  tall  as  Dorothy." 

"  Which  is  the  shortest  of  these  remainsf" 

"  That  I  could  not  say,  without  measuring.  I  know  tliat 
Goodwin  was  not  as  tall  as  his  wife  by  half  an  inch,  for  I  ham 
laet  them  measure."  '. 
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"  Then  you  would  say  tLat,  in  your  opinion,  the  longest  of 
these  two  skeletons  is  that  of  Doroth;^  Ooodwin,  and  the  ehorteet 
that  of  her  husband?" 

"Yes,  sir;  that  ia  my  opinion  —  formed  to  the  hest  of  my 
knowledge.     I  haie  seen  them  measure." 

"Was  this  measurement  accurate?" 

"  Very  much  so.  They  used  to  dispute  ahout  their  height, 
and  they  laeaaured  several  times,  when  I  waa  by;  generally  in 
their  stocking  feet,  and  once  barefoot." 

"  The  difference  being  half  an  inch  in  favour  of  the  wife  ?" 

"Yes,  sir,  as  near  ai  could  be;  for  I  was,  umpire  more  tliaD 
oiije." 

"Did  Peter  Goodwin  and  his  wife  live  happily  together?" 

"  Tolerable  —  much  as  other  married  folks  get  along." 

"  Explain  what  you  mean  by  that." 

"  Why,  there  'a  up8  and  downs,  I  suppose,  in  all  families. 
Dorothy  was  high-tempered,  and  Peter  i 


"Do  you  mean  that  they  quarrelled F" 

"They  got  r'iled  with  each  other,  now  and  then." 

"  Waa  Peter  Goodwin  a  sober  man  ?" 

The  witness  now  appeared  to  be  bothered.  He  looked  around 
him,  and  meeting  everywhere  with  countenances  which  evidently 
reflected  '  yes,'  ho  had  not  the  moral  courage  to  run  counter  to 
public  opinion,  and  say  '  no.'  It  is  araaaing  what  a  tyrant  this  con- 
eentration  of  minds  gets  to  be  over  those  who  are  not  very  clear- 
headed ihemBclves,  and  who  are  not  constituted,  morally,  to  resist 
its  influence.  It  almost  possesses  a  power  fo  persuade  these  per 
sons  not  to  put  faith  in  their  own  senses,  and  disposes  them  to 
believe  what  they  hear,  rather  than  what  fhej  have  seen.  In- 
deed, one  effect  is  to  cause  them  to  see  with  the  eyes  of  others. 
As  the  '  neighbours,'  those  inquisitors  who  know  so  much  of  per- 
■  Bons  of  their  association  and  intimacy,  and  so  little  of  all  otben, 
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very  generally  fuucied  Peter  a  sober  luao,  Burton  Bcurce  knew 
what  to  answer.  Circumstances  had  made  him  acquainted  with 
the  delin<^ucncy  of  the  old  man,  but  his  allegations  would  not  be 
'  sustained  were  he  to  speak  the  whole  truth,  since  Peter  had  suc- 
ceeded in  keeping  bis  infirmity  from  being  generally  kiiowu.  To 
a  man  like  the  witness,  it  was  easier  to  sacrifice  the  truth  than 
to  face  a  neighbourhood. 

"I  suppose  he  waa  much  aa  others,"  answered  Burton,  after 
B  delay  that  caused  some  surprise.  "  He  waa  human,  and  hod  a 
human  natur'.  Independence  daya,  and  other  rejoicings,  I've 
known  him  give  in  more  than  the  tempei-ance  people  think  is 
quite  right ;  but  I  shouldn't  say  he  was  downright  intemperate." 
"  He  drank  to  excess,-  then,  on  occasions  ?" 
"Peter  had  a  very  weak  head,  which  was  his  greatest  diffi- 

"  Did  you  ever  count  the  money  in  Mrs.  Goodwin's  stocking  V 

"  I  never  did.  There  waa  gold  and  paper ;  but  how  much  I 
do  not  know." 

"  Did  you  see  any  strangers  in  or  about  the  house  of  the 
Goodwins,  the  morning  of  the  fire?" 

"  Yes;  two  strange  men  were  there,  and  were  active  in  help- 
ing the  prisoner  out  of  the  window,  and  afterward^  in  getting 
out  the  furniture.  They  were  very  particular  in  saving  Mary 
Mon son's  property." 

"Were  those  strangers  near  the  bureau?" 

"  Noi  that  I  know.  I  helped  carry  the  bureau  out  myself; 
and  I  was  present  afterwards  in  court  when  it  waa  examined  for 
the  money.     We  found  none." 

"What  became  of  thase  strangers?" 

"  I  cannot  teil  you. .  They  were  lost  to  me  in  the  confufdon." 

"  Had  you  ever  seen  them  before?" 

"  Never." 

"Nor  since f" 
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"  No,  sir." 

"  Will  jou  have  tbe  goodness  to  take  that  rod,  and  tell  me 
what  is  the  difference  in  length  hetween  the  two  skeletons  ?" 

"  I  trust,  your  honour,  that  this  is  testimony*  which  will  not 
be  received,"  put  ia  Williams.  "The  fact  is  before  the  juij, 
and  they  can  take  cognizance  of  it  for  themselves." 

Dunscomb  smiled  as  he  answered — 

"  The  zeal  of  the  'learned  gentleman  ruiis  ahead  of  his  know- 
ledge of  the  rules  of  evidence.  Does  he  expect  the  jury  to 
measure  the  rein;iins;  or  are  we  to  show  the  fact  by  means  of 
witnesses  F" 

"  This  is  a  cross-osafflinition ;  and  the  question  is  one  in  chief. 
The  witness  belongs  to'  the  defence,  if  the  question  is  to  be  put 
at  all." 

"  I  think  not,  your  honour.  Tbe  witness  has  testified,  in  <^ief, 
that  he  believes  these  remains  to  be  those  of  Peter  and  Dorothy 
Goodwin ;  he  has  further  said,  on  his  cross-examination,  that 
Dorothy  was  half  an  inch  taller  than  Peter ;  we  now  wish  to  put 
to  the  t«st  the  aecuraey  of  the  first  opinion,  by  comparing  the 
two  facts  —  his  knowledge  of  the  difference  by  the  former  mea- 
surement as  conlpared  with  the  present.  It  has  been  said  that 
these  two  skeletons  are  very  nearly  of  a  length.  We  wish  the 
truth  to  be  seen," 

"  The  witness  will  answer  the  question,"  said  the  judge. 

"  I  doubt  the  power  of  the  court  to  compel  a  witness  to  obtain 
&ct8  in  this  irregular  mode,"  observed  the  pertinacious  Williams. 

"  You  can  note  your  esceptions,  brother  Williams,"  returned 
the  judge,  smiling;  "although  it  is  not  easy  to  see  with  what 
useful  consequences.  If  the  prisoner  he  acquitted,  joa  can  hardly 
expect  ia  try  her  agmn ;  and,  if  convicted,  tbe  prosecution  will 
HOtrcely  wish  to  press  any  objection." 

Williams,  who  was  as  much  influenced  by  a  huSl-dog  tenacity, 
*e  by  any  other  motive,  now  submitted;  and  Durton  took  thg 
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rod  iui<i  measui^d  the  skeletons,  aa  oSce  he  migbt  have  declined, 
most  pr&bably,  had  he  seen  fit.  The  spectators  observed  surprise 
in  his  conutenance ;  and  he  was  seen  to  repeat  the  measuremeat, 
seemingly  with  more  care. 

"  "Well,  sir,  what  is  the  difference  in  the  length  of  those 
skeletons?"  inquired  Dunscomh. 

"  I  make  it  about  an  inch  and  a  half,  if  these  marks  are  to  be 
relied  on,"  was  the  slow,  cautious,  well-eonsldered  reply. 

"  Do  you  now  say  that  you  believe  these  skeletons  to  be  tha 
remains  of  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin?" 

"  Whose  else  can  they  bo  ?  They  were  found  on  the  spot 
where  the  old  couple  used  to  sleep." 

"  I  ask  you  to  answer  my  question ;  I  am  not  here  to  answer 
yours.  Do  you  still  say  that  you  believe  these  to  be  the  skeletons 
of  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin?" 

"  I  am  a  good  deal  non-plussed  by  this  measurement — though 
,the  fiesh,  and  skin,  and  muscles,  may  have  made  a  considerable 
difference  in  life." 

"  Certainly,"  sdd  Williams,  with  one  of  his  withering  sneers 
—  sneers  that  had  carried  many  a  cause  purely  by  their  impu- 
dence and  sarcasm  —  "  Every  one  knows  how  much  more  muscle 
ft  man  has  than  a  woman.  It  causes  the  great  difference  in  their 
strength.  A  bunch  of  muscles,  more  or  less  in  the  heel,  would 
explain  all  this,  and  a  great  deal  more." 

"  How  many  persons  dwelt  in  the  house  of  Goodwin  at  the 
time  of  the  fire?"  demanded  Dunsoomb. 

"They  tell  me  Mary  Monsion  was  there,  and  X  saw  her  there 
during  the  fire ;  but  1  never  saw  her  there  before." 

"  Do  you  know  of  any  other  inmate  besides  the  old  couple  an 
tlie  prisoner?" 

"  I  did  see  a  ptrange  woman  about  the  house  for  a  week  or  two 
before  the  fire,  but  I  never  spoke  to  her.  They  tell  me  she  wu 
ffi^  Dutch." 
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"Never  mind  what  they  teJl  you,  Mr.  Burton"  —observed 
the  judge  —  "  testify  only  to  what  you  knom." 

"  Bid  you  see  this  strange  woman  at  the  fire,  or  after  the  fire-  ?" 
continued  Dunscomb, 

"  I  eaa't  aay  that  I  did.  I  remember  to  have  looked  round 
fbr  her,  too;  but  I  did  not  find  her." 

"  Was  her  absence  spoken  of  in  the  crowd  at  the  time  f" 

"  Something  was  sa^d  about  it;  but  we  were  too  much  taken 
np  witli  the  old  couple  to  think  a  great  deal  of  this  stranger." 

This  is  an  outline  of  Burton's  testimony ;  though  the  cross- 
examination  was  continued  for  more  than  an  hour,  and  Williams 
had  him  again  examined  in  chief.  That  intrepid  practitioner 
contended  that  the  defence  had  made  Burton  its  own  witness  in 
all  that  related  to  the  measurement  of  the  skeletons;  and  that 
he  bad  a  right  to  a  cross-examination.  After  all  this  contest,  the 
only  fact  of  any  moment  elicited  from  the  witness  related  to  the 
difference  in  stature  between  Goodwin  and  his  wife,  as  has  been- 
statcd  already. 

In  the  mean  time,  Ti mm s  ascertained  that  the  last  report  set 
on  foot  by  his  own  agents,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mary  Moneon 
herself,  was  circulating  freely;  and,  though  it  was  directly  op- 
posed to  the  preceding  mmour,  which  had  found  great  favour 
with  the  gossips,  this  extravagant  tale  was  most  gi-eedily  swal- 
lowed. We  conceive  that  those  persons  who  are  so  constituted, 
morally,  as  to  find  pleasure  in  listening  to  (he  idle  rumonra  that 
float  about  society,  are  objects  of  pity ;'  their  morbid  desire  (o  talk 
of  the  affaire  of  others  being  a  disease  that  presses  them  down 
beneath  the  level  they  might  otherwise  occupy.  With  such  per- 
aons,  the  probabilities  go  for  nothing ;  and  they  are  more  inclined 
to  give  credit  to  a  report  that  excites  their  interest,  by  running 
counter  to  all  the  known  laws  of  human  actions,  than  to  ^ve 
tiith  to  its  contradiction,  when  sustained  by  every  reason  that 
experience  sustaJoB.    Thus  waa  it  on  the  present  occaMon.    TImt' 
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vrae  something  so  audacious  m  the  rumour  that  Mary  Mod?  m 
belonged  to  a  gmg  of  rogues  in  town  ■»nd  had  been  seat  espe- 
tialiy  to  rob  the  Goodwini,  thit  vulgir  cuno^iity  found  great 
iJelight  m  it  the  individual  who  heifd  the  report  usually  «end. 
ing  it  on  with  additions  of  his  own,  thit  hid  their  authority 
purelj  in  the  workings  of  a  dull  imagination  It  is  in  that  wiy 
that  this  great  facultj  of  the  mind  is  made  to  perform  a  ilouble 
duty;  w  h  ca  g 

other  it  gn  T  m  g 

he  who  g  g 

aronnd  t  ra  ni  b' 

The  high  se  aa      to  be 


g  p    p      oecaai 

produces  g  0 

there  is  agi 

pable  of    m  g  m  w     h 

delights  se      T  is  raagi  go    p 

It  obtain  m  rg  «» 

of  Btupid  fi  as 

of  its  own        d  ad  to  fi  lis  as 

RB  Tulgar-mindcd,  and  as  uncharitable,  ns  itself. 

Timms  grew  frightened  at  the  snecess  of  his  client's  scheme, 
aad'felt  die  necessity  of  commencing  the  reaction  at  once,  if  the 
last  were  to  have  time  in  which  to  produce  its  effect.  He  had" 
been  warmly  opposed  to  the  project  in  the  com  men  cement,  and 
had  strenuously  resisted  its  adoption ;  but  Mary  Monson  wouli} 
.  not  listen  to  his  objections.  She  even  threatened  to  employ  an. 
otiier,  should-  he  fail  her.  The  conceit  seemed  to  hare  taken  a 
Btrong  bold  on  her  fancy ;  and'  all  the  wilfulness  of  her  character 
had  come  in  aid  of  this  strange  scheme.  The  thing  was  dimej 
wd  it  now  remained  to  prevent  its  effecting  the  mischief  it  was 
»  well  adapted  to  produce. 

AU  this  time,  the  feir  prisoner  sat  in  perfectly  composed 
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Bilence,  listening  attentively  to  everything  tliat  was  said,  aad 
occasionally  taking  a  note.  Timms  ventured  to  suggest  that  it 
might  he  better  were  she  ±o  ahatain  from  doing  the  last,  as  it 
gave  her  the  air  of  knowing  too  much,  and  helped  to  deprive  her 
of  the  interesting  character  of  an  nnprotected  female ;  but  she 
tnmed  a  perfectly  deaf  ear  to  his  admonitions,  hints,  and  counsel. 
Ho  was  a  safe  adviser,  nevertheless,  in  matters  of  this  sort;  but 
Mary  Monson  was  not  aconstomed  so  much  to  follow  the  Iftadingg 
of  others,  as  to  submit  to  her  own  impulses. 

The  sisters  of  Burton  wore  nest  examined.  They  proved  aL 
the  admitted  facts ;  testified  as  to  the  stocking  and  its  contents ; 
and  two  of  them  recognised  the  piece  of  gold  which  was  said  f« 
have  been  found  in  Mary  Monson's  purse,  as  that  which  had 
once  been  the  property  of  Dorothy  Goodwin.  On  this  head,  the 
testimony  of  each  was  full,  direct,  and  explicit.  Each  had  often 
Been  the  piece  of  gold,  and  they  had  not«d  a  very  small  notch 
or  scratch  near  the  edge,  which  notch  or  cratch  was  visible  on 
the  piece  now  presented  in  court.  The  cross-esaminafinn  failed 
to  shake  this  testimony,  and  wel]  it  might,  for  every  word- these 
young  women  stated  was  strictly  true.  The  espeviraent  of  placing 
the  piece  of  coin  among  other  similar  coin,  failed  with  them. 
.  They  easily  recognized  the  true  piece  by  the  notch.  Tinims  was 
oonfounded;  Dunscomb  looked  very  grave ;  Williams  raised  his 
nose  higher  than  ever;  and  Mary  Monson  was  perfectly  sur- 
prised. When  the  notch  was  first  mentioned,  she  arose,  advanced 
fiir  enough  to  ciamino  the  coin,  and  laid  her  hand  on  her  fore- 
head, as  if  she  pondered  painfully  on  the  circumstance.  The  , 
testimony  that  this  was  the  identical  piece  found  in  her  purse 
was  very  ample,  the  coin  having  been  sealed  up  and  kept  by  the 
coroner,  who  had  brought  it  into  court;  while  it  must  n-iw  be 
tdmitted  that  a  very  strong  ease  was  made  out  to  s&ow  that 
Ibis  foreign  coin  bad  once  been  among  the  hoards  of  Dorothy 
Otwdwin.     A  veiy  deep  impression  was  made  by  this  testimony, 
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on  alj  wto  heard  it,  iaduding  the  court,  the  bar,  the  jury  and 
the  audience.  Every  person  present,  but  those  who  were  ia  the 
immediate  confidence  of  the  accused,  was  firmly  convin:,ed  of 
Mary  Monson'a  guilt.  Perhaps  the  only  other  oaceptiona  to  this 
mode  of  thinking  were  a  few  experienced  practitioners,  who, 
from  long  habit,  knew  the  vast  importance  of  heanag  both  sides, 
before  they  made  up  their  minds  in  a  matter  of  so  mu(,h  moment 

We  Bhall  not  follow  Dunscomb  through  his  long  and  arduoua 
cross-esamination  of  the  sisters  of  Burton;  but  confine  ourselyea 
to  a  few  of  the  more  pertinent  of  the  interrogatories  that  he  put 
to  the  eldest,  and  which  were  duly  repeated  when  the  other  two 
were  placed  on  the  stand. 

"  Will  you  name  the  persona  dwelling  in  the  house  of  the 
Goodwins  at  the  time  of  the  fire?"  asked  Dunscomb. 

"  There  were  the  two  old  folks,  this  Mary  Monson,  and  a 
German  woman  named  Yetty  (Jette),  that  aunt  Dorothy  took. in 
to  wait  on  her  boarders." 

"Was  Mrs.  G-oodwin  your  aunt,  then?" 

"  No;  we  wasn't  related  no  liow;  but.  being  such  near  neigh- 
bours, and  she  so  old,  we  just  called  her  aunt  by  way  of  a  com- 
pliment." 

"  I  understand  that,"  said  Dunscomb,  arching  his  brows  —  "I 
am  called  uncle,  and  by  very  charming  young  persons,  on  the 
same  pnnciple      Did  you  know  much  of  this  German?" 

"  I  saw  her  almost  e\cry  day  for  the  time  she  was  there,  aud 
talked  wilh  her  is  well  as  I  could ;  but  she  spoke  very  litlle 
English  Mary  Monson  was  the  only  person  who  could  talk 
With  her  freely ,  she  spoke  her  language  " 

"  Had  you  much  acquMntance  with  the  prisoner  at  the  bar?" 

"  I  was  some  acquainted;  as  a  body  always  is,  when  they  live 
BUoh  near  neighbours." 

"  Were  your  conversations  with  the  prisoner  frequent,  or  >t 
ill  confidential  ?" 
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"  To  own  tlie  truth,  I  Dever  spoke  to  her  in  my  life.  Marj 
Monsoa  was  mucli  too  grand  for  me." 

BuDseomb  mtiiled ;  he  understood  iiow  oommon  it  wna  foi 
peraoaa  in  tiiis  country  to  say  they  are  "  well  acquainted"  with 
this  or  that  individual,  when  their  whole  knowledge  is  derived 
&om  tlie  common  tongue.  An  infinity  of  mischief  is  dune  by 
this  practice :  but  the  ordinary  American  who  will  admit  that 
bs  lives  near  any  one,  without  having  an  acquaintance  with  him, 
if  acquaintance  is  supposed  to  confer  credit,  is  an  extraordinary 
exception  to  a  very  general  rule.  The  idea  of  being  "  too  grand" 
was  of  a  nature  lo  inj  ure  the  prisoner  and  to  impair  hur  rights ;  and 
Dunscomb  deemed  it  best  to  push  the  witness  a  littJe  on  this  point. 

"  Why  did  you  think  Mary  Monson  was  '  too  grand'  for  yon  f " 
he  demanded. 

"  Because  she  looked  so." 

"  How  did  she  look  ?  —  In  what  way  does  or  did  her  looks 
indicate  that  she  was,  or  thought  heraelf  '  too  grand'  for  your 
aasoeiation  ?' ' 

"  Is  this  necessary,  Mr.  Dunscomb  ?"  demanded  the  judge. 

"  I  beg  your  honour  will  suffer  the  gentleman  to  proceed,"  put 
in  Williams,  eockiug  hia  nose  higherthau  ever,  and  looking  round 
the  court-room  with  an  air  of  iutelligenee  that  the  great  York 
counsellor  did  not  like.  "  It  is  an  interesting  subject;  and  we 
poor,  ignorant,  Duke's  county  folks,  may  get  useful  ideas,  to  leach 
U£  how  t«  look  'too  grand!'" 

Dunscomb  felt  that  he  bad  made  a  false  step;  and  he  had  the 
Bclf-oomraand  to  stop. 

"  Had  you  any  conversation  with  the  German  woman  ?"  he 
continued,  bowing  slightly  to  the  judge  to  denote  submission  lo 
hi$  pleasure. 

"  She  couldn't  talk  English.  Maiy  Monson  talked  with  her 
I  didn't,  to  any  account." 

"  Were  you  at  the  fire  ?" 
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"  Did  you  see  anything  of  tliia  German  d\iriDg  lie  fire,  « 
»fterwards  ?  " 

"  I  didn't.     She  disappeared,  unaccountable  1 " 

"  Did  you  Tisit  the  Goodwins  aa  often  after  Mary  Monson 
came  to  live  with  thom,  aa  you  had  done  previously  ?" 

"  I  didn't — grand  looks  and  grand  language  isn't  agreeabla 
to  me." 

"Did  Mary  Monaon  ever  speak  to  you?" 

"  I  think,  your  honour,"  objected  Williams,  who  did  not  like 
the  question,  "  that  tiia  ia  travelling  out  of  the  record." 

"  Let  the  gentleman  proceed — time  ia  precious,  and  a  discus- 
won  would  lose  us  more  of  it  than  to  let  him  proceed  —  go  on, 
Mr.  Duuscomb." 

"  Did  Mary  Monson  ever  speak  to  you  f " 

"She  never  did,  to  my  knowledge." 

"  What,  then,  do  you  mean  by  '  grand  language  ?'  " 

"  Why,  when  she  spoke  to  aunt  Dorothy,  she  didn't  speak  as 
I  was  used  to  hear  folks  speak." 

"In  what  respect  was  the  difference?" 

"  She  was  grander  in  her  speech,  and  more  pretending  like." 

"Do  you  mean  louder F" 

"No  —  perhaps  she  wasn't  as  loud  as  common  —  but 'twas 
more  hke  a  book,  and  uncommon." 

Dunscomb  understood  all  this  perfectly,  aa  well  as  the  feeling 
which  lay  at  its  bottom,  but  he  saw  that  the  jury  did  not;  and, 
he  waa  forced  to  abandon  the  inquiry,  as  often  happens  on  suoh 
occaaiona,  on  account  of  the  ignorance  of  those  to  whom  the 
testimony  waa  addressed.  He  soon  after  abandoned  the  cross- 
examination  of  the  sister  of  Burton;  when  his  wife  waa  brought 
upon  the  stand  by  the  prosecution. 

This  womaD,'coming  from  a  different  stock,  had  none  of  tbo 
bmilj  oharaoleristics  of  the  siatera.     Aa  they  were  garfolou^ 
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forward,  and  willing  enough  to  testify,  she  was  sileot,  reserved 
in  manner,  thoughtful,  aod  seemingly  so  diEBdeut  that  she  treni' 
bled  all  over,  as  she  laid  her  hand  ju  the  sacred  volume.  Mis. 
Burton  passed  for  a  very  good  woman  among  all  who  dwelt  in  or 
nearBiberry;  and  there  was  ranch  more  confidence  felt  in  bej 
revelations  than  in  those  of  her  sisters-in-law.  Great  modesty, 
Dot  to  say  timidity  of  manner,  an  air  of  singuJar  candour,  a  low, 
gentle  voice,  and  an  anxious  expression  of  countenance,  as  if  she 
weighed  the  import  of  every  syllable  she  uttered,  soon  won  for 
this  witness  the  sympathy  of  all  present,  as  well  as  perfect  cre- 
dence. Every  word  she  uttered  had  a  direct  influence  on  the 
case ;  and  this  so  much  the  more  since  ehe  testified  reluctantly, 
and  would  gladly  have  been  permitted  to  say  nothing. 

The  account  given  by  Mrs.  Burton,  in  her  examination  in 
chief,  did  not  materially  differ  from  that  previously  stated  hj  her 
edsters-in-law.  She  knew  more,  in  some  respects,  than  (hose  who 
bad  preceded  her,  while,  in  others,  she  knew  less.  She  bad  been 
more  in  the  confidence  of  Dorothy  Goodwin  than  any  other  mem- 
ber of  her  family,  hiid  seen  ber  oftener,  and  knew  more  of  her 
private  afiaira.  With  the  stocking  and  its  contents  she  ad- 
mitted that  she  was  familiarly  acquainted.  The  gold  exceeded 
twelve  hundred  dollars  in  amount;  she  had  counted  it,  in  her 
own  hands.  There  was  paper,  also,  but  she  did  not  know  how 
much,  exactly,  oa  Dorothy  kept  that  very  much  to  herself  She 
knew,  however,  that  bet  neighbours  talked  of  purchasing  a  farm, 
the  price  of  which  was  quite  five  thousand  dollars,  a  ^um  that 
Dorothy  often  talked  of  paying  down.  She  thought  the  deceased 
must  have  had  money  to  that  amount,  in  some  form  or  other. 

On  the  subject  of  the  piece  of  gold  found  in  Mary  Monaon's 
purse,  Mrs.  Burton  gave  her  testimony  with  the  most  amiable 
discretion.  Every  one  compared  the  reserve  and  reluctance  of 
her  mannet'  most  favourably  with  the  pert  readiness  of  Mrs.  Pope 
wd  Ibe  nat«ts.    This  witneea  appeared  to  appreciate  the  effiid 
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vt  all  she  said,  and  uttered  the  facta  shi.  knew  with  a  geutlonesa 
of  maaner  that  gave  great  weight  to  her  testimony.  Duuscomb 
Boon  saw  that  tiis  was  the  witness  the  defence  had  most  reason 
to  dread,  and  he  used  the  greatest  care  in  having  everj  word  she 
taid  written  out  with  precision. 

Mra.  Burton  swore  point  blank  to  the  piece  of  notched  gold; 
although  she  fairly  trembled  as  she  gave  her  testimony.  She 
knew  it  was  the  very  piece  that  she  had  often  seen  in  Dorothy 
Goodwin's  possession;  she  had  examined  it,  at  least  a  dozen 
times,  and  could  have  selected  it  among  a  thousand  similar  coina, 
by  means  of  its  private  marks.  Besides  the  uoteh,  there  was  a 
slight  defect  in  the  impression  of  the  dale.  This  had  been 
pointed  out  to  her  by  Dorothy  Goodwin  herself,  who  had  said  it 
was  a  good  mark  by  which  to  know  the  piece,  should  it  be  stolen. 
On  this  bead,  tile  witness's  testimony  was  firm,  clear,  and  fulL 
As  it  was  corroborated  by  so  much  other  evidence,  the  result  was 
a  deep  and  very  general  impression  of  tbe  prisoner's  guilt. 

It  was  late  when  the  examinalion  in  chief  of  Mrs.  Burton  ter- 
minated. She  stated  that  she  was  much  fatigued,  and  was  suf- 
fering under  a  severe  headache ;  and  Williams  asked,  in  her 
behalf,  that  the  court  would  adjourn  over,  until  nest  day,  ere  tbe 
cross-examination  was  gone  into.  This  suited  Dunscomb's  views 
altogelher,  for  be  knew  he  might  lose  an  essential  advantage  by 
allowing  the  witness  a  night  to  arrange  her  thoughts,  pending  bo 
searching  a  process.  There  being  no  resistance  on  the  part  of 
the  prisoner,  to  the  request  of  the  prosecution,  the  judge  so  fer 
waived  his  regard  for  the  precious  time  of  the  court,  as  to  consent 
w  adjourn  at  eight  o'clock  in  tbe  evening,  instead  of  pushing  tbe 
case  to  ten  or  eleven.  As  a  consequence  the  jurors  took  their 
rest  in  bed,  instead  of  sleeping  in  the  jury-bos, 

Dunscomb'left  the  court-house,  that  night,  dejected,  and  with 
BO  great  expectation  of  tbe  acquittal  of  bis  client.  Tinnns  had 
k  better  feeling,  and  thought  nothing  bad  yet  appeared  that  m^ht 
not  be  BuccesBfully  resisted. 
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"  I  've  not  wrong'd  her." 

"Far  be  it  from  mj  fears." 

"Then  why  thia  argument?" 

"  My  lord,  my  nature  'b  jealous,  and  you  '11  bear  it" 

Bo  gi^at  was  the  confidence  of  Sarah  Wilmeter  and  Anna  Up- 
dyke  Jn  the  innocence  of  their  friend,  that  almost  every  step  that 
the  trial  advanced,  appeared  to  them  as  so  much  progre^  towards 
an  eventual  acquittal.  It  was  perhaps  a  little  singular,  that  the 
part>  most  interested,  she  who  knew  her  own  guilt  or  innocence, 
became  dejected,  and  Tor  the  first  half  hour-after  they  had  left 
the  eourt-roim,  she  was  silent  and  thoughtful.  Good  Mrs.  Gott 
was  quit*  in  despair,  and  detained  Anna  Updyke,  with  whom 
she  had  stablished  a  sort  of  intimacy,  as  she  opened  the  door  of 
the  gallery  for  the  admission  of  the  party,  in  order  to  say  a  word 
on  the  Kulject  that  lay  nearest  lo  her. heart. 

"  Oh  !  Miss  Anna,"  said  the  sheriff's  wife,  "  it  goes  from  bad 
to  worse  !  It  was  bad  enough  last  evening,  and  it  is  worse  to- 
night," 

"Who  tells  you  this,  Mrs.  Gott?  go  far  from  thinking  as 
you  do,  I  regard  it  as  appearing  particularly  favourable." 

"  You  must  have  heard  what  Burton  said,  and  what  his  wife 
daid,  too.     They'are  the  witnesses  I  dread," 

"  Yea,  but  who  will  mind  what  such  persons  say  !  I  am  sure 
if  fifty  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burtons  were  to  testify  that  Mary  Monaon 
had  taken  money  that  did  not  belong  to  her,  I  should  not  believe 
thoni." 
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"You  arc  not  a  Duke's  county  jury !  Wby,  Miss  Aui.a,  these 
men  will  believe  almost  anything  you  tell  them.  Only  swear  to 
it,  and  there's  no  accounting  for  tlieir  credulity.  No;  I  no 
more  believe  in  Mary  Monson's  guilt,  than  I  do  in  my  own;  but 
law  is  law,  they  say,  and  rich  and  poor  must  abide  by  it." 

"  You  view  the  matter  under  a  false  light,  my  kind-hearted 
Mrs.  Gott,  and  after  a  night's  rest  will  see  the  case  differently, 
Earah  and  I  have  been  delighted  with  the  course  of  things.  You 
must  have  remarked  no  one  said  that  Miiry  Monson  had  been 
Been  to  set  fire  to  the  house,  or  to  harm  the  Goodwins,  or  to 
touch  their  property,  or  to  do  anything  that  was  wrong;  and  of 
course  she  must  be  acquitted." 

"  I  wish  that  piece  of  gold  had  not  been  found  in  her  pocket  I 
It's  that  which  makes  all  the  trouble." 

"  I  think  uoUiing  of  that,  ray  good  friend.  There  is  nothing 
remarkable  ia  two  pieces  of  money  having  the  same  marks  on 
them;  I  have  seen  tJiat  often,  myself.  Besides,  Mary  Monson 
explains  all  that,  and  her  declaration  is  as  good  aa  that  of  thia 
Mrs.  Burton's,  any  day." 

"Not  in  law.  Miss  Anna;  no,  not  in  law.  Out  of  doora'it 
might  be  much  better,  and  probably  is;  but  not  in  court,  by 
what  they  tell  me.  Gott  says  it  is  beginning  to  look  very  dark, 
and  that  we,  in  the  gaol,  here,  must  prepare  for  the  very  worst. 
I  tell  him,  if  I  was  he,  I  'd  resign  before  I  'd  execute  such  a 
beautiful  creature ! " 

"  You  make  mo  shudder  with  such  horrid  thoughts.  Mm. 
Gott,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  open  the  door.  Take  courage, 
we  shall  never  have  to  lament  such  a  catastrophe,  or  your-  bas> 
band  to  perform  so  revolting  a  duty." 

"I  hope  not  —  I'm  sure  I  bope  not,  with  all  my  heart  1 
would  prefer  that  Gott  should  give  up  all  hopes  of  ever  rising 
laj  higher,  than  have  him  do  this  office.  One  never  knowa^ 
Uitti  Anna,  what  ia  to  happen  in  life,  though  I  was  as  happy  u 
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Ik  child  when  he  was  made  sheriff.  If  aij  words  have  any  weight 
with  him,  aud  he  offen  says  they  have,  I  shall  never  let  him 
execute  Mary  Moneon.  You  are  young.  Miss  Anna;  but  you've 
heard  the  tongue  of  flattery,  I  make  no  douht,  and  know  how 
?weot  it  is  to  woman's  ear." 

Mrs.  Gott  had  heen  wiping  her  eyes  with  one  hand,  and  put- 
ting the  key  into  the  lock  with  the  other,  while  talking,  and  she 
DOW  stood  regarding  her  young  companion  with  a  sort  of  motherly 
interest,  as  she  made  this  appeal  to  her  experience.  Anna 
blushed  '  rosy  red,'  and  raised  her  gloved  hand  to  turn  the  key, 
as  if  desirous  of  getting  away  from  the  earnest  look  of  the  matron. 

"That 's  just  the  way  with  all  of  ua,  Miss  Anna!"  continued 
Mrs.  Grott.  "  We  listen,  and  listen,  and  listen ;  and  believe,  and 
believe,  and  believe,  until  we  are  no  longer  the  gay,  light>-hoarted 
creatures  that  we  were,  but  become  mopy,  and  sighful,  and 
anxioufl,  to  a  degree  that  makes  ua  forget  father  and  mother, 
and  fly  from  the  paternal  roof." 

"Will  you  have  the  kindness,  now,  to  lot  me  into  the  gaolF" 
said  Anna,  in  the  gentlest  voice  imaginable. 

"  la  a  minute,  my  dear  —  I  call  you  my  dear,  because  I  like 
you;  for  1  never  use  what  Gott  calls  'high  flown.'  There  is 
Mr.  John  Wilmeter,  now,  as  handsome  and  agreeable  a  youth 
as.  ever  came  to  Biberry.  He  comes  here  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  and  site  and  talks  with  tae  in  the  most  agreeable  way,  until 
I've  got  to  like  him  better  than  any  young  man  of  my  acquaint 
ance.  He  talks  of  you,  quite  half  the  time ;  and  when  he  is  not 
talking  of  you,  he  is  thinking  of  you,  as  I  know  by  the  way  he 
gazes  at  this  very  door." 

"  Perhaps  his  thoughts  are  on  Mary  Monaon,"  anaweted  Aiina, 
blushing  scarlet.  "  You  know  she  ia  a  sort  of  client  of  hia,  and 
ne  bus  been  here  in  her  service,  for  a  ^ood  while," 

.^'She  hardly  ever  eaw  him;  scarcely  ever,  except  at  this 
grate.     Hia  foot  never  croeaed  this  threshold,  unlj]   hia  uoole 
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Dame;  and  sni,e    I  belioie  he  La*"  gone  in  but  once      Mary 
Monson  is  n  f  thi,  being  he  wonlups 

"  I  trust  he  w  rships  the  Eemg  we  all  worship  Mrs  Gotl, 
BtTuggl  ng  gentlj  to  turn  the  kty  and  succeeding  It  la  not 
for  us  poor  frail  beings  to  talk  cf  being  worahippeJ 

"  Or  of  wDr  hipp  ng  as  I  tell  Gott  said  the  shenff  s  wife 
permitting  her  conipan  on  to  depart 

Anna  found  Marj  M  ason  ind  Sirah  wollcing  together  m  the 
galbry    conversing  earnestly 

"It  IS  sngulat  that  njth  ng  reaches  us  from  Michael  Milbog 
ton !"  excl^nie  1  the  last  as  Anna  interlocked  arms  with  her 
and  jo  ned  the  jartj  It  is  new  near  eight-and  forty  houia 
«nce  mv  uncle   cut  him  t    town 

"  On  my  b  isiness  "^     deman  led  Mary  Monsin    ju  ck!y 

"Certainly  in  no  oil  cr — though  what  it  wis  that  took  him 
away  so  siidl(,nlj  I  have  not  been  toll  I  triet  y  u  will  be 
able  to  overturn  ail  that  the  e  Burtons  have  said  and  to  repair 
the  mischief  they  haye  done  ^ 

"Fear  nothing  fcr  me  Miss  Wil meter  answered  the  pri 
soner,  with  sin^lar  itcaline'ii  of  manner—  I  fell  you  as  I 
have  often  told  your  fneni  I  must  be  acquitted  I^et  justice 
take  its  oour«c  say  I  and  the  guilty  be  punishel  I  hive  a  clue 
to  the  whole  storj  !■;  I  belie\e  and  must  male  provision  for  to- 
morrow Do  you  two  lear  wirm  heirted  fnunds  js  you  are, 
now  leave  me  and  when  you  reach  the  inn  sen3  Mr  Dunscomb 
hither,  as  soon  as  possible.  Not  that  Timms;  but  noble,  honest, 
upright  Mr.  Dunscomb.  Kiss  me,  each  of  you,  and  so  gotiA 
night.  Think  of  me  in  jour  prayers.  I  am  a  great  sinner,  and 
have  need  of  your  prayers." 

Thg  wishes  of  Mary  Monson  were  obeyed,  and  the  young  la- 
dies left  the  gaol  for  the  night.     Ten  minutes  later  Dunscomb   - 
TOMhod  the  pla<;e,  and  was  admitted.     His  conference  with  hut 
■lient  was  long,  intensely  interesting,  and  it  quite  unsettled  &ia 
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notions  be  hail  now,  fur  some  time,  entertained  of  her  guilt.  Sbe 
did  not  communicate  any  thing  concerning  her  paSt.  life,  nor  did 
she  make  any  promises  on  that  subject ;  but  she  did  communi- 
cate facts  of  great  importance,  as  connected  with  the  result  of  her 
trial.  Dunscomb  left  her,  at  a  lat«  hour,  with  yicws  entirely 
changed,  hopes  rewved,  and  his  resolution  stiniulated.  He  made 
ample  entries  in  his  brief;  nor  did  he  lay  his  head  on  his  pillow' 
until  it  was  very  late. 

The  little  court-house  bell  rang  as  usual,  nest  morning,  and 
judge,  jurors,  witnesses,  lawyers,  and  the  curious  in  general,  col- 
lected as  before,  without  any  ceremony,  though  in  decent  quiet. 
The  case  was  now  getting  to  be  so  serious,  that  all  approached  it 
as  truly  a  matter  of  life  and  death ;  e^en  the  reporters  submitting 
to  an  impulse  of  humanity,  and  Ticwing  the  whole  aflair  less  in 
a  business  point  of  view,  than  as  one  which  might  carry  a  singu- 
larly gifted  woman  into  the  other  world.  The  first  act  of  the 
day  opened  by  putting  Mrs,  Burton  on  the  stand,  for  her  cross- 
examination.  As  every  intelligent  person  present  uudoratood 
that  on  her  testimony  depended  the  main  result,  the  fall  of  a  pin 
might  almost  have  been  heard,  so  profound  was  the  general  wish 
to  catch  what  was  going  on.  .  The  witness,  however,  appeared  tn 
be  calm,  while  the  advocate  was  pale  and  anxious.  He  had  the 
air  of  one  who  had  slept  little  the  past  night.  He  arranged  hie 
papers  wjtb  studiedcare,  made  each  movement  deliberately,  com 
pressed  his  lips,  and  seemed  to  be  bringing  his  thoughts  into 
auch  a  state  of  order  and  distinctness  that  each  might  be  resorted 
to  as  it  was  needful.  In  point  of  fact,  Dunscomb  foresaw  that 
a  human  life  depended  very  much  on  the  result  of  this  eross-es 
amination,  and  like  a  conscientious  man,  he  was  disposed  to  d 
his  whole  duty.  No  wonder,  then,  that  he  paused  to  reflect,  was 
deliberate  irt  his  acts,  and  concentrated  in  feeling. 

"We  will  first  give  our  attention  to  this- piece  of  gold,  Mrs. 
Burton,"  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  mildly  eommenoed,  mo- 
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tioniDg  (o  the  coroner,  who  was  in  court,  to  show  the  witness  the 
pieo^of  money  ao  often  examined,  "  Arc  yon  quite  certain  that 
it  is  the  very  coin  that  yon  saw  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Good- 
win?" 

"Absolutely  certain,  sir.  As  certain  as  I  am  of  anything  in 
the  world." 

"Mrs.  Burton,  I  wish  you  tfl  roraember  that  the  life  of  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  will,  most  probahly,  he  affected  hy  your  testi- 
mony Be  kind  enough,  then,  te  he  very  guarded  and  close  in 
your  answers.  Do  yow  still  say  that  this  is  the  precise  coin  that 
you  once  saw  in  Mrs.  Goodwin's  stocking?" 

The  witness  seemed  suddenly  struck  with  the  manner  of  the 
advocate.  She  trembled  from  head  to  foot.  Still,  Dunscomh 
spoke  mildly,  kindly  even ;  and  the  idea  conveyed  in  the  preseni, 
was  but  a  repetition  of  that  conveyed  in  the  former  question. 
Nevertheless,  those  secret  agencies,  hy  means  of  which  thought 
meets  thought,  unknown  to  all  but  their  possessors ;  that  set  in 
motion,  as  it  might  be,  all  the  covert  currents  of  the  mind,  cafis- 
ing  them  to  flow  towards  similar  streams  in  the  mind  of  another, 
were  now  at  wort,  and  Dunscomb  and  the  witness  had  a  clue  t-o 
each  other's  meaning  that  entirely  escaped  the  observation  of  all 
around  them.  There  is  nothing  novel  in  this  state  of  secret  in- 
telligence. It  doubtless  depends  on  a  mutual  conwionsness,  and 
a  common  knowlelge  of  certim  material  fait*  the  latter  being 
applied  by  the  former  with  promptitude  and  tact  Notwith- 
standing her  sudden  alirm  and  the  change  it  hmiight  over  her 
entire  manner,  Mrs  Burtcn  answered  the  question  as  before ;. 
irfiat  was  more,  she  auRwcred  it  truh  The  piei*  of  gold  found 
in  Mdry  Monson's  purse,  and  now  in  possesion  of  the  coroner, 
who  had  kept  it  carefully,  in  order  to  identify  it,  had  been  In 
Dorothy  Goodwin's  stocking.     _ 

"«Qnit«  oertwn,  Ar:  I  know  that  to  be  the  same  piebe  erf" 
ttMrit^  that  I  saw,  at  diflferent  tjmea,  in  MtB.  Goodwin's  atxxddB^.^i 
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"  Did  you  ever  have  tbat  gold  coin  in  jour  own  hand,  Mtb. 
Burton,  previously  to  this  trial?" 

This  was  a  very  natural  and  simple  interrogatory ;  one  that 
might  be,  and  probably  was,  anticipated ;  yet  it  gave  the  witness 
nneaainess,  more  from  the  manner  of  Dunecomb,  perhaps,  than 
from  anything  in  the  nature  of  the  inquiry  itself.  The  answer, 
however,   was  given    promptly,   and,   as  before,   with   perfect 

"  On  several  occasions,  sir.  I  saw  that  notch,  and  talked  with 
Mrs.  Goodwin  about  it,  more  than  once." 

"What  was  the  substance  of  Mrs.  Goodwin's  remarks,  in  rela.- 
tion  to  that  notch?" 

"  She  asked  me,  one  time,  if  I  thought  it  lessened  the  weight 
of  the  coin;  and  if  so,  how  much  I  thought  it  might  take  away 
from  its  value?" 

"What  was  your  answer?" 

"I  believe  I  said  I  did  not  think  it  could  make  any  great  dif- 
ference." 

"  Did  Mrs.  Goodwin  ever  tell  yon  how,  or  where,  she  got  that 
piece  of  money?" 

"Yea,  sir,  she  did.  She  told  me  it  came  from  Maiy  Mon 
■on." 

"In  pay  for  board;  or,  for  what  purpose  did  it  pass  from  one 
to  the  other?" 

This,  too,  was  a  very  tdmple  question,  but  the  witness  no  longer 
«»8wered  promptly.  The  reader  will  remember  that  Mary  Mon- 
8on  had  said,  before  the  coroner,  that  she  had  two  of  these  ooins, 
and  that  she  had  given  one  of  them  to  the  poor  unfortunate  de- 
oeased,  and  bad  left  the  other  in  her  own  purse.  This  answer 
had  injured  the  cause  of  the  accused,  inasmuch  as  it  waa  very 
easy  to  t«ll  such  a  tale,  while  few  in  Biberry  were  disposed  to 
believe  that  gold  passed  thns  fr'eely,  and  withont  any  oonsidem- 
&ta,  from  haud  to  hand.     Mra.  Burton  remenibered  all  tbis^ 
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md,  for  a  reason  best  kDown  to  herself,  she  shruok  a  little  from 
making  the  required  reply.  Still  she  did  answer  this  question 
aJso,.  and  anawered  it  truly 

"  I  uiider3lw>d  aunt  Dolly  to  say  that  Mary  Monson  made  her 
a  present  of  that  piece  of  moDey." 

Here  Timms  elevated  his  nose,  and  looked  around  him  in  a 
memusg  mauaer,  that  appealed  to  the  audience  to  know  if  his 
client  were  not  a  peraoQ  of  veracity.  Sooth  to  say,  this  answer 
made  a  strong  impression  in  favour  of  the  accused,  and  Duns- 
comb  saw  with  satisfaction  that,  in-so-much,  he  had  materially 
gained  ground.  He  was  not  a  man  to  gain  it,  however,  by  dra- 
matic airs;  he  merely  paused  for  a  few  moments,  in  order  to  give 
full  efieet  to  this  advaotege. 

"  Mrs.  Goodwin,  then,  owned  to  you  that  she  had  the  coin 
from  Mary  Monson,  and  that  it  was  a  present?"  was  the  next 
question. 

"  She  did,  sir."  ■ 

"  Did  she  say  anything  about  Mary  Monson's  having  another 
[sece  of  money,  like  the  one  before  you,  and  which  was  given  by 
her  to  Dorothy  Goodwin  ?" 

A  long  pause  succeeded.  .  The  witness  raised  a  hand  to  her 
brow,  and  appeared  to  meditate.  Her  reputation  for  tacituriJlIf 
and  gravity  of  deportment  was  such,  that  moat  of  those  in  court 
believed  she  was  endeavouring  to  recollect  the  past,  in  order  to 
My  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  truth.  In  point  of  fact,  she 
was  weighing  well  the  effect  of  her  words,  for  she  was  a  jiersOfl 
of  extreme  caution,  and  of  great  reputed  probity  of  character. 
The  reply  came  at  length  — 

"She  did  speak  on  the  subject,"  she, said,  "and  did  state 
aranething  of  the  kind." 

"Can  you  recollect  her  words  —  if  so,  give  them  to  the  JoiJ 
—if  not  hor  very  words,  their  substance." 

"  Atmt  Dolly  had  a  my  of  her  own  la  talking,  which  nuikei 
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it  very  difficult  to  repeat  Iier  preei&i)  words;  but  she  said,  in  sub- 
Btaace,  that  Marj  Monson  had,  two  of  these  pieces  of  money,  one 
of  which  was  given  to  iter." 

"  Mary  Monson,  then,  Isept  the  other  ?" 

"So  I  understood  it,  sir." 

"Hive  yuu  any  knowledge  yourself,  on  this  Bubjectf  — If  so, 
state  it  U>  the  jury." 

Another  pause,  one  even  longer  than  hefore,  and  again  ^e 
hand  was  raised  to  the  brow.  The  witnesa  now  spoke  witii  ex- 
treme caution,  seeming  to  feel  her  way  among  the  facts,  as  a  eat 
steals  on  its  prej. 

"I  believe  I  have — a  little  —  some  —  I  have  seen  Mwry 
Monson'a  purse,  and  I  believe  I  saw  a  piece  of  money  in  it  whiob 
resembled  this." 

"Are  you  not  eeriain  of  the  fact?" 

"Perhapa  I  am.' 

Here  Cuuscomb's  face  was  lighted  with  a  smile;  he  evidently 
was  eucourageJ. 

"  Were  you  present,  Mrs.  Burton,  when  Mary  Monson'a  pone 
was  examined,  in  presence  of  the  inquest?" 

"I  was." 
•f  Did  you  then  see  its  eontentaf" 

"I  did"  — after  the  longest  pause  of  all. 

"  Had  you  that  purse  in  your  hand,  ma'am  1" 

The  brow  was  once  more  shaded,  and  the  recollection  seem- 
in^j  taxed. 

,    "  I  think  I  had.    It  was  passed  round  among  us,  and  I  believe 
that  I  touched  it,  as  well  as  others." 
,.'"  Aje  you  not  certain  that  you.  did  so  t" 

"  Yes,  sir.     Now,  I  reflect,  I  know  that  I  did.     The  piece  erf 
ippney  found  in  Mar;  Monson's  purse,  was  passed  from  <%ie  to 
KDoiber,  and  to  me,  among  the  rest." 
^i^HXii  was  to;  Kiong,''. observed  his  honour. 
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"It  WS3  wrong,  sir;  but  not  half  as  wrong  as  the  moiders 
Slid  arson,"  coolly  remarked  Williams. 

"Go  on,  gentlemen  —  time  h  precious," 

"  Now,  Mrs.  Burton,  I  wish  to  ask  jou  a  very  particular  ques 
tion,  and  I  beg  that  your  answer  may  be  distinct  and  guarded  — 
did  you  ever  have  access  to  the  piece  of  gold  found,  or  said  to  bo 
found,  in  Mary  Monsou's  purse,  except  on.  the  occasion  of  the 
inquest?" 

The  longest  pause  of  all,  and  the  deepest  shading  of  the  brow. 
So  long  was  the  self-deliberation  this  time,  as  to  escite  a  litUe 
remark  among  the  spectators.  Still,  it  was  no  more  than  prudent 
to  be  cautious,  in  a  cause  of  so  much  importance. 

"I  certainly  have,  sir,"  was  the  reply  that  came  at  last.  "I 
saw  it  in  Dorothy  Goodwin's  stocking,  several  times;  had  it  in 
my  hand,  and  examined  it.  This  is  the  way  I  came  to  discover 
the  notch.  Aunt  Dolly  and  I  talked  about  that  notch,  as  I 
have  already  told  Ihe  *ourt." 

"  Quit*  true,  ma'am,  we  remember  that ;  all  jonr  answers  are 
oarelully  written  out — " 

"  I  'm  sure  nothing  that  I  have  esid  can  be  writt«a  out,  which 
is  not  true,  sir." 

"  We  are  to  suppose  that.  And  now,  ma'am,  permit  ma  to 
ask  if  you  ever  saw  that  piece  of  money  at  any  other  time  than 
at  those  you  have  mentioned.     Be  particular  in  the  answer." 

"I  maj,"  after  a  long  pausa. 

"Do  you  not  know?" 

"I  do  not,  sir." 

"  Will  you  say,  on  your  oath,  that  you  cimnot  recollect  kOJ 
one  occajiion,  other  than  those  you  have  mentioned,  on  which  yon 
have  seen  and  handled  that  piece  of  money  ?". 

"  When  aunt  Dolly  showed  it  to  me,  before  tlie  coroner,  and 
aere  in  court.     I  recollect  no  other  time." 

*'  Tiet  me  put  this  question  to  you  again,  Mta.  Burton  — leoill- 
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iug  the  solemnity  of  the  oath  jou  have  taken  —  have  jou,  or 
have  jou  not,  seeu  that  piece  of  money  on  any  other  occaaioa 
than  those  you  have  just  mentioned  f " 

"  I  do  Dot  remember  ever  to  have  seen  it  at  any  other  time," 
answered  the  woman,  firmly, 

Mary  Housou  gave  a  little  start,  and  Dunscomb  appeared  dis> 
appointed.  Timms  bit  his  lip,  and  looked  anxiously  at  the  jury, 
■while  Williams  once  more  cocked  his  nose,  and  looked  around 
him  in  triumph.  If  the  witness  spoke  the  truth,  she  was  now 
likely  to  adhere  to  it;  if,  on  the  other  band,  there  were  really 
any  ground  for  Dunscomb's  question,  the  witness  had  passed  the 
Rubicon,  and  would  adhere  to  her  falsehood  even  more  tena< 
ciously  than  she  would  adhere  to  the  truth.  The  remainder  of 
this  croBB-esanii nation  was  of  very  little  importance.  Nothing 
further  ^as  obtained  from  the  witness  that  went  to  shake  her 


Our  limits  will  not  permit  a  detailed  acooiint  of  all  the  evi- 
dence that  was  given  in  behalf  of  the  prosecution.  All  that  ap- 
peared before  the  inquest  was  now  introduced,  methodized  and 
arraiiged  by.  Williatus;  processes  that  rendered  it  much  more 
respectable  than  it  had  originally  appeared  to  be.  At  length  it 
Cffime  to  the  turn  of  the  defence  to  open.  This  was  a  task  that 
DifO^comb.  took  on. himself,  Timms,  in  his  judgment,  being  un- 
equal to  it.  His  opening  was  very  effective,  in  the  way  of  argu- 
ment, though  necessarily  not  copclusive,  the  case  not  making  in 
&votir  of  his  client. 

The  public  expected  important  revelations  as  to  the  past  his- 
tory, of  tii/s  prisoner,  and  of  this  Timms  had  apprised  Dunscomb. 
Tho,  latter,  jiowever,  was  not  prepared  to  make  them.  Mary 
Monson  maintained  all  her  reserve,  and  Millipgton  did  not  re- 
turn, .,  The.. cause  wfts  now  so  lor  advanced  as  to  render  it  im- 
probable that  any  facts,' of  this  oilture,, could  be  obtained  in.  euffi> 
tH^t.  jSbason.U)  t>e  .peed,,  uu]  the  eounsel  saw  the  necesai^  «f 
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giving  &  new  tuni  to  (liis  juuiiciilar  point  iu  the  caae.  He  oon- 
BeC|ucQtly  cumplaiued  tlmt  thu  proaecutioa  had  neglected  to  ahoff 
auythiug  in  the  past  life  of  tbe  accused  to  render  it  probable  ahe 
had  been  guilty  of  the  offuuuea  with  which  ehe  wub  charged. 
"Marj  Monsou  appears  here,"  be  went  on  to  aaj,  "with  &  cha- 
racter as  fair  aa  that  of  any  other  female  iu  the  coutmunity.  Thia 
is  tbe  presumption  of  law/  and  you  will  truly  regard  her,  gentle- 
men, as  one  that  is  tanocent  until  she  ia  proved  to  be  guilty." 
The  inference  drawn  from  the  silence  of  the  prosecution  waa  not 
strictly  logical,  perhaps  j  hut  Duusooiub  managed  at  least  to  mys- 
tify the  matter  in  such  a  way  as  to  prepare  the^  jury  to  hear  a 
defence  that  wo'uld  be  silent  on  this  bead,  and  to  leave  a  doubt 
whether  this  sileuce  were  not  solely  the  fault  of  the  counsel  for 
the  prosecution.  While  he  waa  commenting  on  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  Williams  took  notes  furiously,  and  Timma  foresaw 
that  he  meant  to  tu^  tbe  tables  on  them,  at  the  proper  moment. 

Pretty  much  as  a  matter  of  course,  Dunscomb  was  compelled 
to  tell  the  court  and  jury  that  the  defence  relied  principally  on 
the  insufficiency  of  the  evidence  of  the  other  side.  This  waa 
altogether  eircumatantial ;  and  tbe  circumslanoea,  aa  he  hoped  to ' 
be  able  to  convince  the  jury,  were  of  a  nature  that  admitted  of 
more  than  one  conslructioa.  Whenever  thia  was  the  eaae,  it  was 
the  duty  of  tbe  jury  to  give  the  accused  the  full  benefit  of  these 
doiibta.  The  reat  of  the  opening  had  the  usual  character  of  ap- 
peals  to  the  sympathy  and  justice  of  the  jury,  very  prudently 
and  properly  put. 

Dr.  McBrain  waa  now  placed  upon  the  stand,  when  tbe  custcv 
mary  quostione  were  asked,  to  show  that  he  waa  a  witneaa  entitled 
to  the  respect  of  the  court.  He  waa  thee  further  interrogated, 
u  follows:— 

'f  Have  you  seen  the  two  skeletona  that  are  now  in  oourt^  and  ■ 
Khiidi  are  said  tc  have  been  taken  faim  the  ruina  of  the  hoBM  • 
of,  (be,  OflodwiuB?" 
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"  I  have.  I  saw  them  before  (he  inqueat;  and  I  have  agajn 
examined  them  here,  in  court." 

"  What'  do  you  aaj,  aa  to  their  sex  f " 

"  I  believe  them  both  to  be  the  skeletons  of  females." 

"Do  jou  feel  certain  of  thja  fact?" 

"  Reasonably  so,  but  not  absolutely.  No  one  can  pronounce 
with  perfect  certainty  in  such  a  case  j '  more  especially  when  the 
lemains  are  in  the  stale  in  which  these  have  been  found.  W8 
are  guided  principally  by  the  comparative  size  of  the  bones ;  and, 
as  these  arc  affected  by  the  age  of  the  subject,  it  is  hazardous  to 
be  positive.  I  pn  only  say  that  I  think  both  of  these  skeletons 
belunged  to  female  subjects;  particularly  the  shortest." 

"  Have  you  measured  the  skeletons  ?" 

"  I  have,  and  find  one  rather  more  than  an  inch  and  a  half 
shorter  than  the  other.  The  longest  measures  quite  five  feet 
seven  and  a  naif,  in  the  state  in  which  it  is;  while  the  shortest 
measures  a  trifle  less  than  five  feet  six.  If  women,  both  were 
of  unusual  stature ;  particularly  the  first.  I  think  that  the  bones 
of  both  indicate  that  they  belonged  to  females ;  and  I  should 
have  thought  the  same  had  I  known  nothing  of  the  reports  which 
have  reached  my  ears  touching  the  x>erson8  whose  remains  these 
are  said  to  he," 

"  When  JOU  first  formed  your  opinion  of  the  sex  of  those  to 
whom  these  remainii  belonged,  had  you  heard  tbat  there  was  a 
German  woman  staying  in  the  house  of  the  Goodwins  at  the 
tame  of  the  fire  ?" 

"I  think  not;  though  I  have  taken  so  little  heed  of  these 
rumours  as  to  be  uncertain  when  I  first  heard  this  circumstance. 
I  do  remember,  however,  that  I  was  under  the  impression  tio 
t«maius  were,  beyond  a  doubt,  those  of  Peter  Goodwin  and  bia 
wife,  when  I  commenced  the  examination  of  them;  and  I  very 
distinctly  recollect  th«  surprise  I  felt  when  the  oonyiction  crossed 
my  mind  that  both  were  the  skeletons  of  women.     From  tbt 
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oaturc  of  i^his  feeling,  I  rattier  thJDk  I  could  not  Lave  heard  any- 
tJiiiig  of  the  German  female  at  that  tiiae." 

The  oross-esamination  of  Dr  McBrain  was  very  long  and 
searchiDg;  but  it  did  not  materially  affect  the  substance  of  hia 
testimony.  On  the  contrary,  it  rather  strengthened  it ;  since  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  explain  himself  more  fully.undcr  the  inter- 
rogatories of  Williams,  than  he  could  do  in  on  examination  in 
chief.  Still,  he  could  go  no  farther  than  give  Lis  strong  belief; 
declining  to  pronounce  positively  on  the  sex  of  either  individual, 
in  the  state  in  which  the  remains  were  found. 

Although  nothing  positiva  was  obtained  from  this  testimony, 
the  minda  of  the  jurora  were  pointedly  directed  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  sudden  and  unesplained  disappearance  of  the  Ger- 
man woman;  thus  making  an  opening  for  the  admission  of  a 
serious  doubt  connected  with  the  fate  of  that  person. 

It  was  a  sad  thing  to  reflect  that,  beyond  this  testimony  of 
McBrain,  there  was  little  other  direct  evidence  to  offer  in  behalf 
of  the  accused.  It  is  true,  the  insufficiency  of  that  which  had 
been  produced  by  the  prosecution  might  avail  her  much;  and  oa 
this  Dunseomb  saw  that  hia  hopes  of  an  acquittal  must  depend ; 
but  he  could  not  refrain  from  regretting,  and  that  bitterly,  that 
the  unmoved  reaoluljon  of  his  client  not  to  let  her  past  life  ba 
known,  must  so  much  weaken  his  ca^,  were  she  innocent,  and 
BO  much  fortify  that  of  the  prosecution,  under  the  contrary  sup- 
position. Anotlier  physician  or  two  were  examiued  to  sustdn 
McBrain;  but,  after  all,  the  condition  of  th^  remains  was  such 
as  to  render  any  testimony  questionable.  One  witness  went  sa 
(at  aa  to  say,  it  is  true,  that  be  thought  he  could  distinguish 
cert^n  unerring  signs  of  the  ses  in  the  length  of  the  lower 
limbs,  and  in  other  similar  proof;  but  even  MeBrain  was  forced 
«o  admit  that  such  distinctions  were  very  vague  and  unsalisfactOTy. 
([is  own  opinion  was  formed  more  from  the  uze  of  Ihe  bona^ 
(Kiierally,  than  from  any  other  proof.     In  general,  {here  wai 
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little  difficulty  in  speakiug  of  the  sex  of  the  subject,  when  the 
skeleton  was  entire  and  well  preserved,  and  particularlj  wbeo 
the  teeth  furnished  some  clue  to  the  age;  but,  in  this  particulax 
case,  as  ]ias  already  been  stated,  there  couid  be  no  Huch  thing  aa 
»bsolute  certainty. 

It  was  with  a  heavy  heart,  and  with  many  an  ansious  glance 
oast  towards  the  door,  in  the  hope  of  seeiag  Michael  Miliington 
enter,  that  Pnnscomb  admitted  the  prisoner  had  no  further  testi- 
moDy  to  ofTer.  Ho  hod  spun  out  the  little  be  did  possess,  in 
ijrder  to  give  it  an  appearance  of  importance  which  it  did  aot 
kctualjy  bring  with  it,  and  to  divert  the  minds  of  the  jurors  from 
ihe  impression  they  had  probably  obtained,  of  the  remains  neces- 
sarily being  those  of  Goodwin  and  his  wife. 

The  summing  up  on  both  sides  was  a  grave  and  solemn  scene. 
Here  Williams  was  thrown  out,  the  District  Attorney  choosing 
W  perform  his  own  duty  on  an  occasion  so  serious.  Dunscomb 
madt  a  noble  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the  court  and  jury;  admo- 
'O^ing  both  of  the  danger  of  yielding  too  easily  to  circumstantial 
evidence.  It  was  the  best  possible  proof,  he  admitted,  when  the 
eircumstanees  were  sufficiently  clear  and  sufficiently  shown  to  be 
themselves  beyond  controversy.  That  Mary  Monson  dwelt  w^h 
^e  Goodwins,  was  in  the  house  at  the  time  of  the  arson  and 
murder,  if  such  crimes  were  ever  committed  at  all;  that  she 
escaped  and  al!  her  property  was  saved,  would  of  thjmselves 
amount  to  nothing.  The  .testiuiony,  iodeed,  on  several  of  these 
beads,  rather  toid  in  her  favour  than  the  reverse.  The  witnesses 
(or  the  prosecution  proved  that  she  was  in  her  room,  beneath  the 
toof,  when  the  flames  broke  out,  and  was  saved  with  difficulty. 
This  was  a  most  material  fact,  and  Dunscomb  turned  it  to  good 
Recount.  Would  an  incendiary  be  apt  to  place  herself  in  a  situa- 
tion in  whiob  her  own  life  was  in  danger;  and  this,  too,  under 
dnmmstaQces  that  rendered  no  such  measure  necessary  ?  Then, 
lU-'the  itujtft  oonneoted  with  JiLarj  Monson's  ie»dence  and  ^abitli 
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told  ill  her  favour.  Why  should  she  remain  bo  long  at  the  cottage., 
if  rohbflry  was  her  only  purpose  f  The  idea  of  her  belonging  to 
It  gang  that  had  sent  Jier  to  make  discoveries  and  to  execute  ils 
plans,  was  preposterous;  for  what  hindered  any  of  the  men  of 
that  gang  from  comrtiitting  the  crimes  in  the  most  direct  manner, 
and  with  the  least  loss  of  time?  No;  if  Mary  Monson  were 
guilty,  she  was  undoubtedly  guilty  on  her  own  account ;  and  had 
been  acting  with  the  uncertain  aim  and  hand  of  a  woman.  Th« 
jury  must  discard  all  notions  of  accomplices,  and  consider  the 
testimony  solely  in  connection  with  the  acta  of  the  accnsed. 
Accomplices,  and  those  of  the  nature  supposed,  would  have 
greatly  simplified  the  whole  of  the  wretched  transaction.  They 
would  have  rendered  both  the  murders  and  arson  unnecessary. 
The  bold  and  strong  do  not  commit  these  crimes,  except  in  those 
cases  in  which  resistance  renders  them  necessary.  Here'waa 
clearly  no  resistance,  as  was  shown  by  the  quiet  positions  in  which 
the  skeletons  had  been  found.  If  a  murder  was  directly  com- 
mitted, it  must  have  been  by  the  blow  on  the  heads;  and  the 
"  jury  was  asked  to  consider  whether  a  delicate  female  like  Mary 
Monson  had  even  the  physical  force  necessary  to  strike  such  a 
blow.  With  what  instrument  was  it  done?  Nothing  of  the  sort 
was  found  near  the  bodies;  and  no  proof  of  any  such  blow  was 
before  the  jury.  One  witness  had  said  that  the  iron-work  of  a 
plough  lay  quite  near  the  remains ;  and  it  had  been  shown  that 
Peter  Gkiodwin  kept  such  articles  in  a  loft  over  his  bed-room. 
He  would  suggest  the  possibility  of  the  fire's  having  commenced 
in  that  loft,  through  which  the  pipe  of  a  cooking-stove  led;  of 
its  having  consumed  the  beams  of  the  floor ;  lotting  down  thig 
plough  and  share  upon  tho  heads  of  the  sleeping  couple  below 
stunning,  if  not  killing  them;  thus  leaving  them  unresisting 
lubjeots  to  the  action  of  the  element.  McBrain  had  been 
examined  on  this  point,  which  we  omitted  to  state  in  its  place,  t? 
prerent  repetition.     He,  and  the  tmo  other  doctwa  brought  fe^ 
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ward  fni'  tlio  defence,  had  tried  to  place  the  plonghahare  on  the 
BkuIlE;  and  were  of  opinion  that  the  injnrieB  might  have  been 
inflicted  by  that  piece  of  iron.  But  Mary  Jlonson  could  not  use 
such  an  inatnimeDt.  Thia  was  beyond  al!  disput*.  If  the  plough- 
share  inflicted  the  blow — and  the  testimony  bn  this  point  was  at 
least  entitled  to  respect — then  was  Mary  Monson  innocent  of  any 
murder  commitled  by  direct  means.  It  is  true,  she  was  respon- 
sible for  ail  her  acts ;  and  if  she  Set  fire  to  the  buildmg,  she  was 
probably  guilty  of  murder  as  well  as  of  arson.  But  would  she 
have  done  this,  and  made  no  provision  for  her  own  escape  ?  The 
evidence  was  clear  that  she  was  rescued-  by  means  of  a  ladder, 
and  through  a  window;  aad  that  there  were  no  other  means  of 
escape."  • 

Punscomb  reasoned  on  these  several  points  with  great  force 
and  ingenuity.  So  clear  were  his  statements,  so  lo^oal  his  infer- 
cnoee,  and  so  candid  his  mode  of  arguing,  that  he  had  produced  o 
great  effect  ere  he  closed  this  branch  of  his  subject.  It  is  true, 
that  one  far  more  difficult  remained  to  be  met ;  to  answer  which 
he  now  set  about  with  fear  and  trembling. 

We  allude  to  the  piece  of  money  alleged  to  have  been  found 
in  Mary  Monson's  pnrse,  Ihinscomb  had  very  little  difficulty  in 
disposing  of  the  flippant  widow  Pope;  but  the  Burton  family 
gave  him  more  trouble.  Nevertheless,  it  was  his  duty  to  endea- 
vour to  get  rid  of  them,  or  at  least  so  far  to  weaken  their  testi- 
mony as  to  give  his  client  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  There  was, 
in  truth,  but  one  mode  of  doing  this.  It  was  to  impress  on  the 
jury  the  probability  that  the  coin  had  been  changed  in  passing 
from  hand  to  hand.  It  is  true,  it  was  -not  easy  to  suggest  any 
plausible  reason  why  such  an  act  of  treachery  should  hare  been 
eommitt«d ;  but  it  was  a  good  legal  point  to  show  that  this  piece 
ff  money  had  not,  at  all  times,  been  absolutely  under  the  eye  or 
within  the  control  of  the  coroner.  If  there  were  a  possibility  of 
tdiaii^,  the  fnct  should  and  ought  to  tell  in  favour  of  his  elieot 
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Mra.  Button  bad  made  admissions  na  this  point  ivhich  entitled 
lie  prisoner  to  press  the  facts  on  the  minds  of  the  jui-ora;  and 
her  counsel  did  not  fail  80  to  do,  with  clearness  and  energy 
-  After  all,  this  was  much  the  most  difBcult  point  of  the  case ;  and 
it  would  not  admit  of  a  perfectly  satisfactory  solution. 

The  conclusion  of  Dunsoomb's  summing  up  was  manly,  touch- 
ing, even  eloquent.  He  spoke  of  a  lone  and  defenceless  female, 
sun'ounded  by  strangers,  being  dragged  to  the  bar  on  charges  of 
such  gravity;  pointed  to  his  client  where  she  aat  enthralled  by 
his  language,  with  all  the  signs  of  polished  refinement  on  her 
dress,  person,  and  manners;  delicate,  feminine,  and  beautiful; 
and  asked  if  any  one,  who  had  the  soul  and  feelings  of  a  man, 
couid  believe  that  such  a  being  had  committed  the  crimes  im- 
puted to  Mary  Monson, 

The  appeal  was  powerful,  and  was  dwelt  on  just  long  enough, 
to  give  it  full  and  fair  effect.  It  left  (he  bench,  the  bar,  the  jury- 
box,  the  whole  audience  in  fact,  in  tears.  The  prisoner  alons 
kept  an  uninoistened  eye;  but  it  was  in  a  face  flushed  with  fed- 
'    ing.     Her  self-command  was  almost  auDeroatural. 
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CHAPTER  XXVn. 

«I'1I  b»ve  her  lo  her  face; 
11]  give  my  unger  its  ftee  course  against  her. 
Tbou  ahalt  see,  Phcenix,  how  I  '11  break  her  pride." 

Tht  Diitrtutd  MjIIut. 

The  District  Attorney  waa  fully  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  the  duty  that  had  now  devolved  on  him.  Although  we  have 
daily  pnxifs  on  all  aides  of  ns,  of  the  truth  of  that  remark  of 
Bacon's,  "  that  no  man  rises  to  eminence  in  the  State  without  a 
mixture  of  great  and  mean  qualities,"  this  favourite  of  the  peo- 
ple had  his  good  points  as  well  as  another.  He  was  a  humane 
man  ;  and,  contrary  to  the  expectations,  and  greatly  to  the  disap- 
pointment of  Williams,  he  now  took  on  himself  the  office  of 
■umming  up. 

The  puhlio  functionary  commenced  in  a  mild,  quiet  manner, 
manifesting  by  the  key  on  which  he  pitched  his  voice  a  natural 
reluctance  to  Lis  painful  duty;  hut  he  was  steady  and  collected. 
He  opened  with  a  brief  summary  of  the  facta,  'A  strange  female, 
'  of  high  personal  pretensions,  had  taken  lodgings  in  an  humble 
dwelling.  That  dwelling  contained  a  considerable  sum  of  money- 
Some  counted  it  by  thousands;  all  by  hundreds.  In  either  case, 
it  was  a  temptation  to  the  covetous  and  ill-disposed.  The  lodgings 
yiete  unsuited  to  the  habits  of  the  guest;  but  she  endured  them 
£>r  several  weeks.  A  fire  occurred,  and  the  house  was  consumed. 
The  remuDB  of  the  husband  and  wife  were  found,  as  the  jury 
nw  Ih^n,  with  marks  of  violence  on  their  skulb.     A  deadly 
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Ijiuw  had  been  struck  by  soma  ooe.  The  bureau  coDtaining  the 
laoney  was  found  locked,  but  the  money  itself  was  miasing.  One 
|iicce  of  that  money  was  knowD,  and  it  was  traced  to  the  purae 
of  the  female  lodger.  This  stranger  waa  arrested ;  and,  in  her 
mode  of  living  in  the  gaolj  in  her  expenditures  of  every  sort, 
she  exhibited  the  habits  and  profusion  of  one  possessed  of  oonw- 
derable  sums.  Doubtless  many  of  the  reports  in  circulation  were 
false;  exaggerations  ever  aceompanied  each  statement  of  any 
unusual  occurrence ;  but  enough  was  proved  to  show  that  Mary 
MoDson  had  a  considerable  amount  of  money  at  command. 
Whence  came  these  funds?  That  which  was  lightly  obtained 
went  lightly.  The  jury  were  exhorted  to  reject  every  influence 
but  that  which  was  sustained  by  the  evidence.  All  that  had  been 
here  stated  rested  on  uncontradicted,  unresisted  testimony. 

There  was  no  desire  to  weaken  the  force  of  the  defence.  This 
defence  had  been  ingeniously  and  powerfully  presented ;  and  to 
what  did  it  amount.  The  direct,  unequivocal  evidence  of  Mrs. 
Burton,  as  to  her  knowledge  of  the  piece  of  money,  and  all  that 
related  to  it,  and  this  evidence  sustained  by  so  much  that  was 
known  to  others,  the  coroner  included,  was  met  by  a  conjecture 
This  conjecture  waa  aceompanied  by  an  insinuation  that  some 
might  suppose  reflected  on  the  principal  witness ;  but  it  was  only 
an  insinuation.  There  were  two  legal  modes  of  attacking  the 
oredibility  of  a  witness.  One  was  by  showing  habitual  menda- 
city i  the  other  by  demonstrating  from  the  evidence  itself,  that 
the  testimony  could  not  be  true.  Had  either  been  done  in  the 
[resent  instance?  The  District  Attorney  thought  not.  One,^ 
■ud  this  the  most  common  course,  had  not  even  been  attempted 
Insinuations,  rather  than  just  deductions,  he  was  compelled  to 
say,  notwithstanding  bis  high  respect  for  the  learned  counsel 
'>ppoaed  to  him,  had  been  the  course  adopted  That  counsel  hlkl 
Dontended  that  the  ciroumstancea  were  not  sufiioient  to  juati^.s 
hudict  of  guilty.     Of  this,  the  jury  were  tlie  sole  judges.     H 
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tbey  believed  Mrs.  Burton,  sustained  as  she  waa  by  so  mucli  othm 
testimony,  thej  must  admit  that  Dorothy  Goodwin's  money  wos 
found  in  Mary  Monson's  purse.  This  was  the  turning  point  of 
the  case.  All  depended  on  the  construction  of  this  one  fact. 
He  left  it  to  the  jury,  to  their  good  sense,  to  their  coo- 
Boiences. 

On  the  part  of  the  defence,  great  stress  had  been  Idd  on  the 
cireuui stance  that  Mary  Monson  was  herself  rescued  from  the 
tkunes  with  some  difficulty.  But  for  assistancCj  she  would  most 
[jrobaUy  have  perished.  The  District  Attorney  desired  to  deny 
nuthing  that  could  justly  go  to  prove  the  prisoner's  iiinocence. 
The  fact  was  unqueationahly  as  stated.  But  for  assistance,-  Mary 
Monson  might  have  perished.  But  assistance  was  not  wanting; 
for  strangers  were  moat  opporlunelg  at  hand,  and  they  did  this 
piece  of  good  service.  They  remained  until  all  mas  over,  and 
Yftuished.  No  one  knew  them ;  whence  tbey  came,  or  whither 
tiiey  went.  Important  agents  in  saving  a  life,  they  had  gone 
without  their  reward,  and  were  not  even  named  in  the  newspaper 
accounfs  of  the  occurrence.  Heportfirs  generally  tell  more  than 
happens;  in  this  instance,  they  were  mute. 

As  for  the  danger  of  the  prisoner,  it  might  have  happened  in  a 
variety  of  ways  that  affected  neither  her  guilt  nor  her  innocence. 
After  committing  the  murders,  she  may  have  gone  into  her  room 
and  been  unexpectedly  enclosed  by  the  flames ;  or  the  whole  may 
have  been  previously  planned,  in  order  to  give  her  the  plea  nf 
•his  very  dangerous  situation,  as  a  proof  of  innocence.  Sueh 
immaterial  circumstances  were  not  to  overshadow  the  very  mate- 
rial feels  on  which  the  prosecution  rested. 
'  Another  important  question  was  to  be  asked  by  the  jury.  If 
Mary  Monson  did  not  commit  these  crimeg,  who  did?  It  had 
been  suggested  that  the  house  might  have  taken  fire  by  accident. 
And  that  the  plonghshare  was  the  real  cause  of  the  death  of  iti> 
vwnere.    K  this  were  so,  did  the  ploughshare  remove  the  money  f 
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—  did  the  ploughahare  put  the  notched  piece  in  Mary  Monson's 

Such  is  an  outline  of  the  manner,  in  which  the  District  Attor- 
ney reasoned  on  the  facts.  His  summing  up  made  a  deep  im- 
pression; the  moderation  of  the  manner  in  which  he  pressed  tho 
gniit  of  the  accused,  telling  strongly  against  lier.  Nothiag  waa 
said  of  aristocracy,  or  harps,  or  manners,  or  of  anything  else  that 
did  not  f«r!y  helong  to  the  suhject.  A  great  deal  more  was  swd, 
of  course;  hut  we  do  not  conceive  it  necessary  to  advert  to  it. 

The  charge  was  exceedingly  impartial.  The  judge  made  a  full 
exposition  of  aU  the  testimony,  pointed  out  ite  legitimate  bearing, 
and  dissected  its  weak  points.  As  for  the  opinion  of  McBrain 
and  hia  associates,  the  court  conceived  it  entitled  to  a  great  deal 
of  consideration.  Here  were  several  highly  respectable  professional 
men  testifying  that,  in  their  judgment,  both  the  skeletons  were 
those  of  females.  The  German  woman  was  missing.  What  had 
become  of  her  ?  In  any  case,  the  disappearance  of  that  woman 
was  very  important.  She  may  have  committed  the  crimes,  and 
absconded;  or  one  of  tho  skeletons  may  have  been  hera.  It  was 
in  evidence  that  Peter  Goodwin  and  his  wife  did  not  live  always 
in  the  most  happy  mood ;  and  he  may  have  liud  bands  on  the 
money,  which  was  probably  his  in  the  eyes  of  the  law,  and  left 
the  place.  He  had  not  been  seen  since  the  fire.  The  jury  naust 
take  all  the  facts  into  their  consideration,  and  decide  according 
to  their  consciences. 

This  charge  waa  deemed  rather  favourable  to  the  accused  than 
otherwise.  The  humanity  of  the  judge  waa  eonapiououa  through- 
out; and  he  leaned  quite  obviously  to  Dunsoomb's  manner  of 
treating  the  danger  of  Mary  Monson  from  the  flames,  and  dwelt 
on  the  fact  that  the  piece  of  money  was  not  sufficiently  watched 
to  make  out  an  absolute  case  of  identily.  When  he  had  done,: 
.be  impression  waa  very  general  that  the  prisoner  would  he  ao- 
qmttod. 
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Aa  it  w»s  i-eosotiably  EUpposed  that  a,  case  of  this  importitnce 
would  detain  the  jury  a  coDsiderable  time,  the  court  permitted 
the  prisoner  to  withdraw.  She  left  the  place,  attended  by  her 
two  frieuds;  the  latter  in  tears,  while  Mary  herself  was  still 
seemingly  unmoved.  The  thoughtful  Mra.  Gott  had  prepared 
refreshments  for  her ;  and,  for  the  first  time  since  her  trial  com- 
menced, the  feir  prisoner  ate  heartily. 

"  I  shall  owe  my  triumph,  not  to  money,  my  dear  girls,"  she 
wdd,  while  at  table,  "  not  to  friends,  nor  to  a  great  array  of  coun- 
sel; but  to  truth.  I  did  not  commit  these  crimes;  and  on  the 
testimony  of  the  State  alone,  with  scarcely  any  of  my  own,  tho 
jury  will  have  t«  say  as.  much.  No  stain  will  rest  on  my  charao- 
fer,  and  lean  meet  my  friends  with  the  unclouded  brow  of  inno- 
cence. This  is  a  very  precious  moment  to  me ;  I  would  not  part 
with  it  for  all  the  honours  that  riches  and  rank  can  bestow." 

"  How  strange  that  you,  of  all  women,  my  dear  mamma,"  said 
Anna,  kissing  her  cheek,  "  should  be  accused  of  crimes  so  horri- 
ble to  obtain  a  little  money;  for  this  poor  Mrs.  Goodwin  could 
have  had  no  great  sum  after  all,  and  you  arc  so  rich  I" 

"  More  is  the  pity  that  I  have  not  made  a  better  use  of  my 
money.  You  are  to  be  envied,  giris,  in  having  the  fortunes  of 
gentlewomen,  and  in  having  no  more.  I  do  believe  it  is  better 
for  our  sex  barely  to  be  independent  in  their  respective  stations, 
Bad  not  to  be  rendered  rich.  Man  or  woman,  money  is  a  danger- 
ous thing,  when  we  come  to  consider  it  as  a  part  of  our  natural 
existence;  for  it  tenipta  us  to  fimcy  that  money's  worth  gives 
rights  that  nature  and  reason  both  deny.  I  believe  I  should 
have  been  much  happier,  were  I  much  poorer  than  I  am." 

"  But  those  who  are  rich  are  not  very  likely  to  rob  !" 

"Certainly  not,  in  the  sense  that  you  mean,  my  dear.  Send 
Afarie  Moulin  on  some  errand,  Anna;  I  wish  to  toll  you  and 
Baish  what  I  think  of  this  fire,  and  of  the  deaths  for  wbi'^  I 
■m  now  on  trial." 
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Anna  complied ;  and  the  handaome  prisoner,  first  looking  oau- 
dousSy  around  to  make  certain  she  waa  not  overheard,  proceeded 
with  her  opinion. 

"  In  the  first  place,  I  make  no  doubt  Dr.  McBrain  is  right, 
and  that  both  the  skeletons  are  those  of  women.  The  German 
woman  got  to  be  very  intimate  with  Mrs.  G-oodwin ;  and  as  the 
latter  and  her  husband  quarrelled  daily,  and  fiercely,  I  think  it 
probable  that  she  took  this  woman  into  her  bed,  where  they 
perished  together.  I  should  think  the  fire  purely  accidental, 
were  it  not  for  the  missing  etoeking." 

"  That  is  just  what  the  District  Attorney  said,"  cried  Anna, 
innocently,     "  Who,  then,  can  have  set  the  house  on  fire  ?" 

Mary  Mouson  muttered  to  herself;  and  she  smiled  as  if  some 
j|ueer  fancies  crowded  her  brain ;  but  no  one  was  the  wiser 
for  her  ruminations.  Those  she  kept  to  herself,  and  con- 
tinued, 

"  Yes,  that  missing  stocking  renders  the  arson  probable.  The 
question  is,  who  did  the  deed;  I,  or  Mrs.  Burton?" 

"  Mrs.  Burton !"  exclaimed  both  the  girls  in  a  breath.  "  Why, 
her  character  is  excellent — no  one  has  ever  suspected  her !  You 
cannot  suppose  that  she  is  the  guilty  person  !" 

"It  is  she,  or  it  is  I;  which,  I  will  leave  you  to,  judge,  I 
was  aware  that  the  notch  was  in  the  coin ;  for  I  waa  about  to 
give  the  other  piece  to  Mrs,  Goodwin,  but  preferred  to  keep  the 
[lerfect  specimen  myself.  The  notched  piece  must  have  been  in 
the  stocking  until  after  the  fire;  and  it  was  changed  by  some 
one  while  my  purse  wai  under  examination." 

"And  you  suppose  tha,  Mrs.  Burton  did  it?" 

"  I  confess  to  a  suspicion  to  that  effect.  Who  else  could  at 
ttituld  have  done  it?  I  have  mentioned  this  distrust  to  Mr, 
Dunscomb,  and  he  cross-exam ined  in  reference  U)  this  &ct ;  though' 
jothing  very  satisfactory  was  estracled.  After  my  acquiltal,  steJiB 
will  be  taken  to  push  the  inquiry  further." 
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Marj  Moiisoa  contjaued  dlacu^siag  this  subject  tot  quite  an 
hour;  her  wooderiog  companiona  putting  questions.  At  the  end 
of  tliat  time,  Mi.  Grott  appeared  to  say  that  tike  jury  bad  come 
■into  court;  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  take  the  prisoner  liere 
tc  meet  them. 

Perliapa  Mary  Monssn  never  loi  kej  more  lovely  than  at  that 
moment.  She  had  dresMpd  hti>elf  with  great  simplicity,  but 
with  exceeding  care ;  excitement  gave  her  the  richest  colour"; 
hope,  even  delight,  was  glowing  in  her  eyes,  and  her  whole  form 
was  expanding  with  the  sentiment  of  triumph.  There  is  no  feel- 
ing moi'e  general  than  sympathy  with  success.  After  the  judge's 
charge,  few  doubted  of  the  result;  and  on  every  side,  as  ahe 
walked  with  a  light  firm  step  to  her  chair,  the  prisoner  read  kind- 
ness, sympathy,  and  exultation.  After  all  that  had  been  said, 
and  all  the  prejudices  that  had  been  awakened,  Mary  Mousod 
waa  about  to  be  acquitted  !  Even  the  reporters  became  a  little 
humanized;  had  juster  perceptions  than  common  of  the  rights 
of  their  fellow-creatures;  and  a  more  smiling,  benignant  aaaem- 
Dly  was  never  collected  in  that  hall.  In  a  few  minutes,  silence 
was  obtained,  and  the  jurors  Were  called.  Every  man  answered 
to  hia  name,  when  the  profound  stillness  of  eapeelation  pervaded 
the  place. 

"Stand  up,  Mary  Monson,  and  listen  to  the  verdict,"  said  the 
clerk,  not  without  a  little  tremor  in  his  voice.  "  Gentlemen, 
what  do  you  say — is  the  prisoner  guilty  or  not  guilty?" 

The  foreman  arose,  stroked  down  a  few  scattering  grey  hairs, 
then,  in  a  voice  barely  audible,  he  pronounced  the  portentous 
word  "guilty."  Had  a  bomb  suddenly  exploded  in  the  room,  it 
could  not  have  produced  greater  aatonishment,  and  scarcely  more 
eonsteroation.  Anna  Updyke  darted  forward,  and,  as  with  a 
BiDgle  bound,  Mary  Monson  was  folded  in  her  arms. 

"No,  no  I"  cried  this  warni-heart«d  girl,  totally  nncoDeciou 
it  (he  impropriety  of  hef  acts ;  "  she  is  not  guilty.    Yoa  do  not 
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kuoff  her.  I  do.  She  van  my  sclioul  mamma.  She  h  a  Udy, 
bcapable  of  beiug  guiltj  of  such  crimes.  No,  no,  gentlemen, 
you  will  think  better  of  this,  and  alter  jour  verdict  —  perliaps  it 
waa  a  mistalie,  and  jou  meant  to  say,  '  not  guilty !'  " 

"  Who  is  this  young  lady  ?"  asked  the  judge,  in  a  Uemulous 
voice  —  "a  relative  of  the  prisoner's ?" 

"No,  sir,"  answered  the  excited  girl,  "no  relative,  but  a  very 
close  friend.  She  was  my  '  school  njamma'  once,  and  I  know 
iibe  is  not  a  person  to  rob,  aud  murder,  and  set  fire  to  houses. 
Her  birth,  education;  character,  all  place  her  above  it.  You  will 
think  better  of  this,  gentlemen,  and  change  your  verdict.  Now, 
go  at  once  and  do  it,  or  yoa  may  distress  her  1" 

"  Does  any  one  know  who  this  young  lady  is  ?"  demanded  bia 
honour,  his  voice  growing  more  and  more  tremulous. 

"I  am  Anna  Updyke  —  Dr.  McBrain's  daughter,  now,  and 
uncle  Tom's  niece,"  answered  Anna,  scarce  knowing  what  she 
said.  "  But  never  mind  me  —  it  is  Mary  Monson,  here,  who  has 
been  tried,  and  who  has  so  wrongfully  been  found  guilty.  She 
never  committed  these  crimes,  I  tell  you,  sir — is  incapable  of 
committing  (hem  —  had  no  motive  for  committing  them;  pnd  I 
beg  you  will  put  a  stop  to  these  proceedings,  before  they  get  so 
far  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  recede.  Just  tell  the  jury  to  alt«r 
their  verdict.  No,  no,  Mary  Monson  is  no  murderess !  She 
would  no  more  hurt  the  Giwdwins,  or  touch  a  particle  of  their 
gold,  than  either  of  us  all.  You  do  not  know  her,  sir.  If  you 
did,  you  would  smile  at  this  mistake  of  the  jury,  for  it  is  all  a 
eruel  mistake.  Now  do,  my  dear  sir,  send  them  away,  again, 
»nd  tell  them  to  b'e  more  reasonable." 

"  The  joimg  lady  had  better  be  removed,"  interposed  thg 
judge,  wiping  his  eyes.  "  Such  scenes  may  be  natural,  aoA  tha 
Mutt  looks  on  them  leniently )  but  time  is  precious,  and  my  duty 
renders  it  necessary  to  interpose  ray  authority  to  maintain  the 
otder  of  our  proceedings.     Let  some  of  the  Udies  romove  till 
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yoaug  lady ;  she  is  too  delicate  for  the  touch  of  a  oonstablo  — 

hut  time  la  precious." 

The  judge  v&a  uot  precisely  consinous,  himself,  of  vbat  he 
was  saying,  though  he  knew  the  general  drift  of  his  remarkB. 
The  process  of  blowing  his  nose  interrupted  his  speech,  more 
than  once,  and  Anna  was  removed  by  the  assistance  of  Marie 
Moulin,  Sarah  Wilmeter,  and  good  Mrs.  Gott;  the  latter  sobbing 
lite  a  child?  while  the  other  two  scarce  realized  the  consequences 
of  the  momentous  word  that  had  just  been  pronounced.  Duns- 
comb  took  care  that  tlie  whole  group  should  quit  the  building, 
and  be  removed  to  the  tavern. 

If  the  laar,  and  the  spectators  in  general,  had  been  surprised 
at  the  calmness  of  exterior  maintained  by  the  prisoner,  previously 
to  the  verdict,  their  wonder  was  sensibly  increased  by  the  manner 
which  succeeded  it.  Mary  Monson's  beauty  shone  with  increas- 
ing radiance  as  the  justice  of  her  country  seemed  to  threaten  her 
existence  more  and  more ;  and  at  the  particular  moment  when 
she  was  left  alone,  by  the  withdrawal  of  her  female  companions, 
many  present  fencied  that  she  had  increased  in  stature.  Cer- 
tainly, it  was  a  rare  sight  to  observe  the  illuminated  countenance, 
the  erect  mien,  and  the  offended  air,  with  which  one  of  the 
weaker  ses,  and  one  so  youtiiful  and  charming,  met  a  doom  so 
teirible.  Of  the  jury,  she  took  no  notice.  Her  eye  was  on  the 
judge,  who  was  endeavouring  to  muster  sufficient  fortitude  to 
pronounce  the  final  deirisiou  of  the  law. 

"  Before  the  court  pronounces  sentence,  Mr,  Dunscomb,"  ob- 
BCrved  that  functionary,  "  it  will  cheerfully  hear  anything  you 
may  have  to  offer  in  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  or  it  will  hear  the 
prisoner  herself.  It  is  better,  on  every  account,  that  all  my 
painful  duties  be  discharged  at  once,  in  order  that  the  prisoner 
Boay  turn  hec  attention  to  the  only  two  sources  of  mercy  tiat 
now  remain  open  to  her — ^.the  earthly  and  the  heavenly.  My 
dH^M"S7onwdL.kBOW,  csDOot  now  be  aroided;  uid  Aeaoostv 
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it  IB  performed,  perhaps,  the  better  for  all  eoncemeil.  It  sliall 
be  my  care  to  see  that  the  condemned  has  time  to  make  a]l  her 
appeals,  let  them  be  to  the  authorities  here,  or  to  the  more 
dreaded  power  above. 

■  "  I  am  taken  so  much  by  aurpriae,  your  honour,  at  a  verdict 
ibat,  to  say  tbe  least,  ia  given  on  very  doubtful  testimony,  that  [ 
hardly  know  what  to  urge.  Aa  the  court,  however,  is  disposed 
to  indulgence,  and  there  will  be  time  lo  look  at  the  law  of  the 
case,  as  well  as  to  address  our  petitions  and  affidavits  to  tbe  au- 
thority at  Albany,  I  shall  interpose  no  objectiou;  and,  as  your 
honour  well  remarks,  since  the  painful  duty  must  be  discharged, 
it  were  better,  perhaps,  that  it  were  discharged  now." 

"  Prisoner  at  tbe  bar,"  resumed  the  judge,  "  you  have  beard 
the  finding  of  the  jury,  in  your  case.  A  verdict  of  'guilty'  baa 
been  rendered,  and  it  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  pronounce 
the  awful  sentence  of  the  law.  If  you  have  anything  to  say  pre- 
viously to  this,  the  last  and  most  painful  of  all  my  duties,  the 
oourt  will  give  your  words  a  Jtind  and  lenient  hearing." 

In  the  midst  of  a  stillness  that  seemed  supernatural,  the  sweet, 
melodious  voice  of  Mary  Monson  was  heard,  "  first  gentle,  almost 
inaudible,"  but  gatberiag  strength  aa  she  proceeded,  until  it  b&. 
same  clear,  distinct,  and  silvery.  There  are  few  things  that  im- 
part a  higher  charm  than  the  voice;  and  tbe  extraordinary  pri- 
soner possessed  an  organ  which,  while  it  was  feminine  and  sweet, 
had  a  depth  and  richness  that  at  once  denoted  her  power  in  song. 
On  the  present  occaision,  it  was  not  even  tremulous. 

"  I  believe  I  understand  you,  sir,"  Mary  Monson  comnieaoed. 
"  i  have  been  tried  and  found  guilty  of  having  murdered  Peter 
■nd  Dorothy  Goodwin,  after  having  robbed  them,  and  then  of 
Betting  fire  to  the  house." 

"  Yon  have  been  tried  for  the  murder  of  Peter  Goodwin,  oniy, 
the  indictments  for  tbe  second  murder,  and  for  the  arHon,  not 
having  yet  been  tried.     The  court  has  been  obliged  \a  sepimie    * 
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the  casea,  lest  the  law  be  defeated  on  mere  teclmi  call  ties.  This 
verdict  renders  further  proceedings  unnecessary,  and  the  two  re- 
maining indictmenta  will  probably  never  be  traversed." 

"  I  believe  I  still  understand  you,  air ;  and  I  thank  you  sin- 
cerely for  the  kind  manner  in  which  you  have  communicated 
theae  facts,  as  well  as  for  the  consideration  and  gentleness  you 
Lave  manifested  throughout  these  proceedings.  It  has  been  very 
kind  in  you,  sirj  and  whatever  may  come  of  this,  God  will  re- 
member and  reward  you  for  it." 

"  The  court  will  hear  you,  Mary  Monson,  if  y_ou  have  anything 
to  say,  before  sentence  be  passed." 

"  Perhaps  T  might  say  and  do  much  to  affect  yonr  decision, 
sir,"  returned  the  prisoner,  leaning  her  fair  brow,  for  a  moment, 
on  her  hand,  "  but  there  woulil  be  little  satisfaction  in  it  It 
was  my  wish  to  be  acquitted  on  the  tesfimony  of  the  State.  I 
did  hope  that  this  jury  would  nnt  have  seen  the  proofs  of  guiit, 
in  the  evidence  that  has  been  brought  i^inst  me;  and  I  confess 
there  would  be  very  little  aatisfaolJpn  to  me  in  any  other  acquit- 
tal. As  I  understand  the  case,  should  I  he  acquitted  as  respects 
Peter  Goodwin,  I  must  stil!  be  tried  as  respects  his  wife;  and 
lastly,  for  setting  fire  to  the  house." 

"  You  are  not  acquitted  of  the  murder  of  Peter  Goodwin," 
mildly  interposed  the  judge ;  "  the  finding  of  the  court  has  been 
just  to  the  contrary." 

"  I  am  aware  of  this,  sir.  America  has  many  enemies.  I 
have  lived  in  foreign  lands,  and  know  this  from  near  and  long 
observation.  There  are  those,  and  those,  too,  who  are  in  power, 
that  would  gladly  see  the  great  example  in  prosperity,  peace  and 
order,  that  this  country  has  hitherto  given  to  the  world,  beaten 
down  by  our  own  vices,  and  the  mistaken  uses  to  which  the  peo- 
I^e  put  the  blessings  of  Divine  Providence.  I  do  not  reverence 
die  justice  of  my  country,  as  I  did  :  it  is  impossible  that  I  should 
Ho  80.     I  now,see  plainly  that  its  agents  are  not  all  of  the  oW 
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racter  they  should  be;  and  that,  bo  far  from  Juslicu's  being 
blind  through  her  impartiality  alone,  she  is  aiao  blind  through 
her  ignorance  Why  am  I  found  guilty  of  this  act  ?  On  what 
evidence  — or  even  on  what  probability  f  The  whole  of  the 
proof  is  connected  with  that  piece  of  money.  Mrs.  Burton  has 
testified  that  Mrs.  G-oodwin,  hers«lf,  admitted  that  I  had  given 
her  that  coin  — juat  what  1  told  the  eoroner,  and  which  I  then 
«aw  was  not  believed,  for  it  baa  been  ray  misfortune  to  be  tried  . 
by  strangers.  Will  these  gentlemen  ask  themselves  why  I  have, 
committed  the  crime  of  which  they  have  found  me  guilty  ?  It 
oould  not  be  for  money ;  as  of  that  I  have,  of  my  own,  more  thair 
I  want,  more,  perhaps,  than  it  is  good  for  rae  to  be  mistress  of." 

"  Why  have  not  these  facts  been  shown  to  the  jury,  at  tbe 
proper  time  and  in  the  proper  manQer,  if  true?"  demanded  the 
judge,  kindly.  "  They  are  material,  and  might  have  influenced' 
the  verdict." 

The  jury  was  discharged,  but  not  one  of  them  all  had  left  the 
bos.  One  or  two  of  them  now  arose,  and  looks  of  doubt  and 
indecision  began  to  flicker  over  their  countenances.  They  had' 
been  influenced  by  one  man,  a  friend  and  political  confidant  of 
Williams,  who  had  led  the  undecided  to  his  own  opinions.  We 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  this  man  was  perjured,  or  that  be  was 
himself  conscious  of  the  extent  of  the  wrong  he  was  doing;  but 
bis  mind  had  been  perverted  by  the  serpent-like  report,  and  he 
had  Ijied  the  cause  under  the  influence  of  rumours,  which  had" 
DO  foundation  in  truth.  The  case  was  one  of  honest  doubt,  as 
no  one  will  deny;  but  instead  of  giving  tbe  accused  the  benefit 
of  this  doubt,  as  by  law  and  in  reason  bo  was  bound  to  do,  he  had 
taken  a  bias  altogether  from  -outside  iufluences,  and  that  bias  he 
oommuaioated  to  others,  until  by  the  sheer  force  of  numbers,  the 
few  who  wavered  were  driven  into  a  corner,  and  soon  capitulated; 
Then,  there  was  a  morbid  eatisfaction  in  ^be  minds  of  several  of' 
tbe  jurors,  in  running  counter  to  the  charge  of  tjie'  judge.     TMi 
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wag  u  species  of  indepeDdeuce  that  is  grateful  to  some  men,  and 
they  are  guiJed  by  their  vanity,  when  they  fancy  they  are  only 
led  by  conHcience.  These  malign  influences  were  unknown  tr 
Ihetnselvesi  for  not  one  of  the  twelve  was  absolutely  corrupt,  but 
neither  of  tliem  all  was  qualified  by  nature,  or  educatjon,  to  be  a 
judge,  freed  from  the  influence  of  the  bench,  in  a  case  affecting 
a  human  life. 

Any  one  in  the  least  observant  of  what  ia  going  on  around 
him,  must  have  had  many  opportunities  of  perceiving  how 
strangely  juries  render  their  verdicts,  and  how  much  the  last  ap- 
pear, to  be  opposed  to  the  inferences  of  the  looker-on,  as  well  as 
to  the  expressed  6piuiong  of  the  courts.  The  falling  off  in  the 
power  of  the  judges  over  tbe  minds  of  the  jurors,  we  suppose  tfl 
be  derived  from  a-combination  of  causes.  The  tendency  of  the 
lames  is  to  make  men  confident  in  their  own  judgmenta,  and  to 
defer  less  than  formerly  to  knowledge  .and  experience.  Seeing 
this  very  general  trait,  the  judges  themselves  defer  to  the  ten- 
dency, manifest  less  confidence  in  their  station  and  "knowledge 
and  perhaps  really  feel  it ;  while  the  unceasing  cry  of  the  iufalH 
bOity  of  the  common  mind,  induces  the  vulgar,  or  average  intei 
lect,  to  shrink  from  any  collision  w'ith  that  which  wears  the  sem 
blancc,  even  though  simulated,  of  the  popular  will.  In  this  wa; 
ia  the  institution  of  the  jury  gradually  getting  to  be  perverted, 
rendering  that  which  is  safe  as  an  human  tribunal  can  well  be, 
when  under  tbe  guidance  of  the  court,  as  dangerous  aa  ignorance, 
party,  self-will  and  obstinacy  can  well  make  it, 
"  '.'I  do  tot  know,"  reaiimed  Mary  Monson,  "that  one  is  yet 
obliged,  in  Amoricit,  to  lay  open  her  account-books,  and  show 
her  rent-roll,  or  her  bonds  and  mortgages,  in  order  to  avoid  tbe 
gallows.  I  have  been  told  that  crime  must  be  brought  home  by 
unanswerable  proof,  in  order  to  convict.  Who  con  say  that  sucb 
[voof  has  been  adduced  in  my  cose  7  It  has  not  even  been  made 
oerCaJn  that  a  man  was  killed,  at  all.    Moat  iiispectable  witniMef 
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bave  teetified  that  they  believe  those  reTolting  remains  of  poor 
humanity,  belonged  once  to  women.  Nor  haa  it  been  Bhown 
that  any  one  has  been  murdered.  The  fire  may  have  been  acci- 
dental, the  deaths  a  simple  oonfieqnence  of  the  fire,  and  no  ono 
guilty." 

"  You  forget,  Mary  Monson,"  interposed  the  judge,  milJlj 
"that  the  robbery,  aod  the  piece  of  money  found  in  your  purse, 
j^ve  a  colour  to  the  supposition  of  crime.  ^  The  jury  have  doubt- 
less been  influenced  by  these  facts,  and  important  faets  they  are. 
No  one  can  deny  this;  and  I  think  you  overlook  that  feature  of 
your  case.  If,  however,  your  counsel  has  any  good  reason  ta 
offer  why  sentence  should  not  now  be  pronounced, -the  court  will 
hear  it.  There  is  no  impatience  on  the  part  of  justice,  which 
would  much  rather  draw  in  than  stretch  forth  its  arm.  Perhaps, 
Mary  Monson,  you  might  do  well  to  leave  to  your  counsel  th« 
objeclJocs  you  wish  to  urge,  and  let  them  be  presented  to  us  in 
a  form  that  we  can  recognise." 

"I  see  no  great  use  in  deferring  the  sentence,"  Dunscoinb 
remarked,  quietly  enough  for  the  circumstances,  "  It  must  be 
prODOunced;  and  any  question  of  law,  should  one  occur  to  my 
mind,  though  I  confess  none  does  at  present,  can  as  well  bo 
raised  after  this  ceremony  as  before." 

''I  am  disposed  to  wait,  if  a  good  reason  can  be  urged  for  the 
delay.  I  will  ackoowledge  that  the  case  is  one  involved  in  a 
great  deal  of  doubt  and  uncertainty,  and  am  much  inclined  t  j  do 
all  the  latr  will  sanction.  Still,  I  leave  you  to  decide  on  your 
own  course." 

"In  my  judgment,  may  it  please  your  honour,  we  shall  bam 
to  go  to  the  esecutive,  and  it  were,  perhaps,  better  to  get  all  the 
tnrat  revolting  parts  of  the  case  over,  while  the  accused — " 

"Convicted,  Mr.  Dunscoinb — it  is  a  distinction  painful  ta 
iDuke,  but  one  that  cannot  now  be  avoided."  ' 

"I  beg  pardon  of  the  court — convioted." 
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"Yea,"  said  Miiry  MonBoo,  solemnly, '■  I  am  convicted,  anJ 
jf  the  rcvoliing  crime  of  murder,  All  mj  hopea  of  a  triumphant 
acquittal  arc  blasted ;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  terroiDaitioa  of 
thitj  extraordinary  affair,  a  dark  spot  will  always  rest  on  my  name. 
Sir,  I  am  08  innocent  of  iJiis  crime  as  the  youngest  child  in  youi 
oounty.  I  may  have  been  wilful,  perverse,  ill-judging,  uowiae, 
aud  have  a  hundred  other  failings ;  but  neither  Peter  nor  Doro- 
diy  Goodwin  did  I  eve^harm.  I  had  not  been  long  in  the  house 
lieforc  I  discovered  that  the  old  couple  were  not  happy  together. 
They  quarrelled  often,  and  bitterly.  The  wife  was  managing, 
dictatorial,  and  sordidly  covetous,  while  ho  used  every  shilling 
be  could  obtain,  for  the  purchase  of  liquors.  His  mind  wna  sf- 
feot^  by  his  debauehea,  and  he  drivelled.  In  this  state,  he 
eamc  to  me  for  sympathy  and  advice.  There  were  passages  in 
my  own  past  life,  abort  as  it  faas  been,  which  disposed  me  to  feel 
for  one  who  was  not  happy  in  the  married  state.  It  is  no  matter 
what  my  own  experience  has  been;  I  had  sympathy  fur  that 
poor  man.  So  far  from  wishing  to  do  him  harm,  I  desired  to  do 
him  good.  I  advised  him  to  quit  the  bouse,  and  live  apart  from 
bin  wife,  for  a  time,  at  least;  and  this  he  consented  to  do,  if  I 
would  furnish  him  with  the  means.  Those  means  I  promised; 
and,  thai  !lc  might  not  suffer,  being  of  only  feeble  intellect,  and 
in  order  to  keep  him  from  liquor,  I  had  directed  two  of  my  agent« 
to  couie  to  the  house  early  in  the  morning  of  the  very  day  that 
the  file  happened,  that  they  might  convey  Peter  Goodwin  to 
■Mother  residence,  where  he  would  be  secret  and  safe,  until  hia 
wife  might  repent  of  her  treatment  of  him.  It  was  fortunate  for 
|De  that  I  had  done  this.  Those  two  men,  servants  of  my  owu, 
in  the  dress  of  countrymen,  were  the  instruments  of  saving  my 
life;  without  their  aid,  I  should  have  perished  in  the  flames. 
What  they  did,  and  how  they  did  it,  it  would  be  premature  bjw 
to  Bay.  Aias  !  aiaa  !  I  have  not  l>een  acquitted  as  I  deeired  to 
bfij  and  a  duk  shadow  will  for  evei  rest  oq  my  name  I" 
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~For  the  first  tirae,  a  doubt  of  lie  aanitj  of  the  prisoner,  crossed 
the  mind  of  the  judge.  It  was  uot  so  much  the  incoherence  of 
hor  language,  as  btr  eycj  the  flushed  cbeek,  and  a  certain  air  of 
Bt^altby  cunning,  that  awakened  this  dintrust.  Nevertheless, 
Mary  Moneon's  manuer  wa.^  sincere,  her  langu^  chosen  and 
perfectly  proper,  and  her  explanations  not  without  their  force. 
There  was  something  so  strange,  however,  in  a  portion  of  ber 
statements ;  so  irrecoucileable  with  a  Bonnd  discretion,  that,  takes 
with  tlie  little  which  had  come  to  light  concerning  this  singular 
vomim'a  past  life,  the  doubt  arose. 

"  Perhaps  it  were  better,  Mr.  District  Attortey,"  the  judge 
obseiTed,  "  if  we  delay  the  sentence." 

"  As  your  honour  may  think  fit    The  state  is  not  over-aniioos 

"What  say  you,  Mr.  Dunscomb  —  shall  there  be  delay,  or 
shall  T  sentence?" 

"  As  the  sentence  must  come,  the  sooner  it  is  over,  the  better. 
We  have  no  ground  on  which  to  carry  up  the  case,  the  jury 
being  judges  of  the  facts.  Our  principal  hope  must  be  in  the 
discretion  of  the  governor." 

"  Mary  Monson,"  continued  the  judge,  evidently  treating  the 
afikir  as  purely  a  matter  of  form,  "  jou  have  been  tried  for  felo- 
niously depriving  Peter  Goodwin  of  his  life — " 

"  I  never  did  it,"  interrupted  the  prisoner,  is  a  voice  so  low 
as  to  be  melodious,  yet  so  clear  as  to  be  audible  as  the  sound  of 
\  clarion.  "  These  men  have  been  influenced  by  the  rumoun 
they  have  heard,  and  were  not  fit  to  act  as  my  judges.  Men 
should  have  minds  superior  to  mere  reports,  to  sit  in  that  box  " 

"  My  duty  is  to  pronounce  the  sentence  of  the  law.  After  a 
(air  trial,  and,  so  far  as  it  appears  to  us,  by  an  impartial  jury, 
yon  have  been  found  guilty.  For  reasons  that  are  of  sufBoient 
weight  to  my  mind,  I  shall  not  dwell  on  the  character  of  the 
twful  change  you  will  havu  to  undergo,  should  this  decree  be  pu/ 
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iu  force,  but  confine  myself  simply  to  the  duty  of  pi'unuunoing 
the  sentence  of  the  law,  which  is  this ;  that  you  be  carried  haci 
to  the  gaol,  and  iJiere  be  gnarded,  until  Friday,  the  sixth  day  of 
Rcpfeinber  next,  when  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  two, 
P.  M.,  you  be  carried  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  hanged  by 
the  neck,  until  you  are  dead  ^  and  God  have  mercy  on  your 
so'jI  I" 

A  shudder  passed  through  the  audience,  at  hearing  language 
like  this  applied  to  a  peiisou  of  Mary  Monson'a  appearance,  edu- 
cation and  ses.  This  feeling  might  have  manifested  itself  more 
strongly,  had  nolrMrs.  Horlon  attracted  attention  to  herself,  bj 
forcing  her  way  through  the  crowd,  until  she  stood  within  the 
bar.  Here  the  good  woman,  accuatoms'i  to  bandy  words  with 
her  guests,  did  not  scruple  to  make  her  presence  known  bo  the 
court,  by  calling  out  — 

"  They  tell  me,  your  honour,  that  Mary  Monaon  has  just  been 
found  guilty  of  the  murder  of  Peter  Goodwin  ?" 

"It  is  80,  my  good  woman  — but  that  case  is  ended.  Jlr. 
Sheriff,  remove  the  prisoner  —  time  ia  precious — " 

"  Yes,  your  honour,  and  bo  ia  eternity.  Mary  Monaon  is  no 
more  guilty  of  taking  the  life  of  Peter  Goodwin  than  I  am  guilty. 
I  've  always  said  some  great  disgrace  would  befall  our  juries,  one 
of  these  days,  and  now  my  prophecy  will  come  true.  Duke's  ia 
disgraced.     Constable,  let  that  poor  man  come  within  the  bar." 

The  drivelling  creature  who  entered  the  room  of  MeliriiD 
tottered  forward,  when  twenty  voices  cried  aloud  'the  name  of 
"PeUr  Goodtem  .  "  Every  word  lliat  Mary  Moneon  hiwl  stated 
KH  true  I 
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'Now,  Marc 

ia,  now  call  up  to  thy  aesialanco, 

Thy  «.onlc- 

i  slrt-ngth  and  conatancj  of  mind; 

Tliou  can's 

I  not  put  it  lo  a  greater  trial." 

AddiMn. 

Bench,  bar,  jury,  witnesses  and  audience,  were  all  asknindiad 
The  trial  had  been  carried  oa  in  the  most  perfect  good  fiuth; 
Mid  not  a  buraan  being  but  the  few  who  had  felt  the  force  of 
McBrain's  t«stimonj,  doubted  of  the  death  of  the  individual  who 
now  appeared  alive,  if  not  well,  in  open  court.  The  reader  can 
better  imagine  than  we  can  describe,  the  effects  of  a  resurrection 
BO  entirely  unespeeted. 

When  the  confusion  naturally  produced  by  such  a  scene  had 
a  little  snbaided;  when  all  had  actually  seen,  and  many  had 
actually  felt,  the  supposed  murdered  man,  aa  if  ffl  assure  them- 
Belves  of  his  being  really  in  the  flesh,  order  was  restored ;  and 
the  court  and  bar  began  to  reflect  on  the  course  next  to  be  pur- 
Ened. 

"  I  suppose,  Mr.  District  Attorney,"  observed  his  honour, 
"there  is  no  mistake  in  the  person  of  this  individual;  but  it 
were  better  if  we  had  an  affidavit  or  two.  Will  you  n-olk  tbii 
way,  sir?" 

A  long,  private  conference,  now  took  place  between  the  public 
prosecutor  and  the  judge.  Elach  expressed  his  astonishment  at 
the  result,  as  well  as  eome  indignation  at  the  deception  which 
had  been  practised  on  the  court.  This  indignation  was  a  little 
'nolUfied  by  the  impression,  now  common  to  both,  that  Mary 
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Monson  waa  a  person  not  exactly  in  her  rigbt  mind.  Tliero  wafl 
BO  milch  deception  practised  among  persons  accused  of  crimes, 
howerer,  and  in  connection  with  this  natural  infirmity,  that  public 
funetiiinarics  like  tbemsclvea  were  necesairily  Tery  cautions  in 
(dinitting  the  plea.  The  xnost  offensive  part  of  the  whole  afiair 
was  the  discredit  brought  on  the  justice  of  Duke's !  It  was  not 
in  nature  for  these  individuals  to  be  insensible  to  the  sort  of  dis- 
grace the  reappearance  of  Peter  Goodwin  entailed  on  the  county 
and  circuit;  and  there  was  a  very  natural  desire  to  wipe  off  the 
st^n.  Tlie  conference  lasted  until  the  affidavits  to  establish  the 
Etcts  connected  with  Goodwin's  case  were  ready. 

"  Had  these  affidavits  been  presented  earlier,"  said  his  honour, 
as  soon  as  the  papers  were  read,  "sentence  would  not  have  been 
pronounced.  The  case  is  novel,  and  I  shall  want  a  little  tjme  to 
reflect  on  the  course  I  am  fo  tafee.  The  sentence  must  be  gotten 
rid  of  by  some  means  or  other;  and  it  shall  be  my  care  to  see  it 
done.  I  hope,  brother  Dunscomb,  the  counsel  for  the  accused 
have  not  been  parties  to  this  deception  ?" 

"I  am  as  much  taken  by  surprise  as  your  honour  can  possibly 
he,"  returned  the  party  addressed,  with  earnestness,  "not  having 
had  the  most  remote  suspicion  of  the  existence  of  the  man  said 
to  have  been  murdered ;  else  would  all  the  late  proceedings  have 
been  spared.  As  to  the  course  to  be  taken  next,  I  would  respect, 
fully  suggest  that  the  (^ode  be  examined.  It  b  an  omnium 
gatherum ;  and  must  conttun  something  to  tell  us  how  to  undo 
all  we  have  done." 

"  It  were  better  for  all  parties  had  they  bo  been.  There  are  still 
two  indictmenta  pending  oVer  Mary  Monson;  one  for  the  arson, 
and  the  other  for  the  murder  of  Dorothy  Goodwin.  Mr.  District 
Attorney  feels  the  necessity  of  trying  these  easos,  or  one  of  them 
at  least,  in  vindication  of  the  justice  of  the  State  and  county; 
knd  I  am  Inclined  to  tltink  that,  undiir  all  the  circumstano^,  tbia 
oourse  should  be  taken.    I  tmat  we  sliall  have  no  more  surprises, 
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Mta  tiiat  Dorothj  (Joodwiu  will  be  bi-ougliE  forward  at  once,  if 
Btill  living  —  time  is  precious." 

"  Dorothy  Goodwill  is  dead,"  said  Mary  Monson,  solemnly, 
"  Poor  woman  I  she  was  called  away  suddenly,  and  in  her  sins. 
Little  fear  of  her  ever  coming  here  to  flout  your  justice." 

"  It  may  be  well  to  caution  your  client,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  against 
hasty  and  indiscreet  admissions.  Let  the  accused  be  arraigned, 
knd  a  jury  be  empauDelled.  Which  case  do  you  choose  to  move 
on,  Mr.  District  Attorney  ?" 

Dunscomb  saw  that  his  honour  was  offended,  and  much  in 
eameat.  He  was  offended  himself,  and  half  disposed  to  throw 
up  his  brief;  but  he  felt  for  the  situation  of  a'iovely  and  defence- 
less woman.  Then  his  doubts  touching  his  client's  sanity  began 
to  lake  the  character  of  certainty;  and  he  saw  how  odious  it 
would  be  to  abandon  one  so  afflicted  in  her  emergency.  He 
hinted  his  suspicion  to  the  court;  but  was  told  that  the  fact,  under 
ali  the  cireumstaaces  of  the  case,  was  one  properly  for  the  jury. 
After  reflection,  the  advocate  determined  not  to  desert  his  trust. 

We  pass  over  the  preliminary  proceedings.  A  jury  was  em- 
pannellcd  with  very  little  difficulty ;  not  a  challenge  having  been 
made.  It  was  composed,  in  part,  of  those  who  had  been  in  the 
boK  on  the  late  occasion;  and,  in  part,  of  new  men.  There  was 
an  air  of  earnestness  and  business  about  them  all,  that  Timms  did 
not  like;  but  it,  was  too  late  to  raise  objections.  To  own  tha 
truth,  the  senior  counsel  cared  muoh  less  than  before  for  the 
result;  feeling  satisfied  that  his  contemplated  application  at 
Albany  would  meet  with  consideration.  It  is  true,  Mai'y  Monson 
was  no  anti-renter.  She  could  not  come  forward  with  her  demand 
for  mercy  with  hands  dyed  in  the  blood  of  an  officer  of  that  publio 
which  lives  under  the  deception  of  fancying  it  rules  the  land; 
murderers  who  added  to  their  crimes  the  hateful  and  pestilent 
fraud  of  attempting  te  cloak  robbery  in  the  gftrb  of  righteona 
liberty;  nor  could  she  come  sustiuoed  by  numbers  around  tbe 
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ballot-box,  and  bully  tbe  executive  into  acta  wbicb  the  resMn 
and  conscieuee  of  every  honest  man  condemn ;  but  Dunseomb 
believed  that  she  might  come  with  the  plea  of  a  being  visited  by 
the  power  of  her  Creator,  in  constituting  her  as  she  was,  a  woman 
not  morally  accountable  for  her  acta. 

All  the  leading  facta,  as  shown  on  the  former  trial,  were  shown 
on  this.  When  the  country  practitioners  were  called  on  to  give 
their  opinions  concerning  the  effect  of  the  blow,  they  necesaarily 
b^ame  subject  to  the  cross-examinalion  of  the  counsel  for  the 
prisoner,  who  did  not  spare  them. 

"Were  you  examined,  air,  in  the  late  trial  of  Mary  Monaon, 
for  the  murder  of  Peter  Goodwin  F"  demanded  Dunseomb  of  the 
first  of  these  modern  Galena  who  was  put  on  the  stand. 

"  What  did  you  aay  on  that  occasion"  —  looking  at  his  notes 
of  the  other  tiial,  "touching  the  acs  of  the  persons  to  whom 
those  skeletons  were  thought  to  have  belonged?" 

"I  said  I  believed — not  knew,  but  believed,  they  were  the 
remans  of  Peter  and  Dorothy  Goodwin." 

"  Did  you  not  use  stronger  language  than  that?" 

"  Not  that  I  remember  —  I  may  have  done  so ;  but  I  do  not 
remember  it." 

"  Did  you  not  aay  you  had  '  rto  douW  that  those  were  the  re- 
inwns  of  Peter  aud  Dorothy  Goodwin?" 

"  I  may  have  said  as  jnueh  as  that.  Now  you  mention  the 
wotda,  I  believe  I  did." 

"Do  you  think  so  now?" 

"Certainly  not.     I  cannot  think  so,  after  what  I  have  seen." 

"Do  you  know  Peter  Goodwin,  personally?" 

"  Very  weO.  I  have  practised  many  years  in  this  neighbour- 
hood." 

'  "  Whom,  then,  do  you  say  that  this  unfortunate  man  here, 
wbom  we  Bee  slire,  thongh  ft  driveller,  really  is  7" 
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"  Peter  Goodwin  —  he  who  was  thought  to  have  been  murdered. 
We  are  all  liable  to  mistakes." 

"  You  have  testified  in  chief  that,  in  your  judgment,  the  two 
persons,  of  whom  we  have  the  remaiiia  here  in  court,  were  stunned 
it  least,  if  not  absolutely  killed,  by  the  blow  that  you  think  frac- 
tured each  of  their  skulls.  Now,  I  would  ask  if  you  think  the 
(jrisoner  at  the  bar  possesses  the  physical  force  necessary  to  enable 
her  to  strike  such  a  blow  ?" 

"That  would  depend  on  the  instrument  she  used.  A  human 
gknll  may  be  fractured  easily  enough,  by  a  moderate  blow  struck 
1:^  a  heavy  instrument." 

"What  sort  of  instrument,  for  instance?" 

"  A  sword — a  bar  of  iron  —  or  anything  that  has  weight  and 
force." 

"  Do  you  believe  thtwe  fractures  were  given  by  the  same 
blow  V 

"  I  do.     By  one  and  the  same  blow." 

"Do  you  think  MaryMonson  possesses  the  strength  necessaiy 
to  cause  those  two  fractures  at  a  single  blow  ?" 

Witness  had  no  opinion  on  the  subject. 

"  Are  the  fractures  material  7" 

"Certainly  —  and  mast  have  required  a  heavy  blow  to  pro- 
duce them." 

This  was  all  that  could  be  got  from  either  of  the  witnesses  on 
that  material  point.  As  respected  McBrain,  he  was  suhsecjuently 
examined  in  reference  to  the  same-facts.  Dunscomh  made  good 
nae  of  this  witness,  who  now  commanded  the  respect  of  all  pro- 
sent.  In  the  first  place,  he  was  adroitly  offered  to  the  jury,  as 
rte  professional  man  who  had,  from  the  first,  given  it  as  his 
opinion  that  both  the  skeletons  were  those  of  females;  and  this 
in  the  iace  of  all  the  collected  wisdom  of  Duke's  county;  m 
(minion  that  was  now  rendered  bo  probable  as  almost  to  amount 
to  certainty^     He  (Dunscomb)  believed  moHt  firmly  that  t^  n- 
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maina  were  those  of  Dorothy  Goodwin  and  the  German  woman 
who  wiiH  missing. 

"Have  jou  esamined  those  skeletons,  Dr.  MeBrain?"  Duns- 
comb  asked. 

"  I  have,  sir;  and  carefully,  since  the  late  trial." 

"  How  do  you  think  the  persons  to  whom  they  belonged  came 
to  their  deaths?" 

"I  6nd  fractures  in  the  ekulls  of  both.  If  they  lie  now  as 
they  did  when  the  remains  were  found,  (a  fact  that  had  been 
proved  by  several  witnesses,)  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  single  blow 
inflieted  the  injuries  on  both ;  it  may  be,  that  blow  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  produce  death ;  but  it  must  have  produced  a  stupor,  oi 
insensibility,  which  would  prevent  the  parties  from  seeking  refuge 
against  the  effects  of  the  flames "     , 

"  Ib  the  learned  witness  brought  here  to  sum  up  the  cause  ?" 
demanded  Williams,  with  one  of  those  demoniacal  sneers  of  his, 
by  means  of  which  he  sometimes  carried  off  a  verdict.  "  I  wish 
to  know,  that  I  may  take  notes  of  the  course  of  his  argument." 

McBrain  drew  back,  shocked  and  offended.  He  was  naturally 
diffident,  as  his  friend  used  to  admit,  in  everything  but  wives; 
and  as  regarded  them  "  he  had  the  impudence  of  the  devil, 
Ned  would  never  give  up  the  trade  until  he  had  married  a  dozen, 
if  the  law  would  see  him  out  in  it.  He  ought  fo  have  been  a 
follower  of  the  great  Mahomet,  who  made  it  a  point  to  Uke  a 
new  wife  at  almost  every  new  moon  !"  The  judge  did  not  like 
this  sneer  of  Williams;  and  this  so  much  the  less,  because,  in 
common  with  all  around  him,  he  had  imbibed  a  profound  respect 
for  the  knowledge  of  the  witness.  It  is  true,  he  was  very  much 
sfraid  of  the  man,  and  dreaded  his  influence  at  the  polls ;  but  lie 
really  had  too  much  conscience  to  submit  to  everything.  A  judge 
may  yet  have  a  conscience — if  the  Code  will  let  him. 

"This  is  very  irregular,  Mr.  Williams,  not  to  say  improper," 
liu,  bcDour  mildly  remarked.     "The  witness  lias  said  no  more 
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than  he  lias  a  right  to  s&y ;  and  the  court  must  see  him  protected. 
Proceed  with  jour  testimony,  sir." 

"I  hare  httle  more  to  say,  if  it  please  the  court,"  resumed 
McBrain,  too  much  dashed  to  regMn  his  aelf-posaesaion  in  a  mo- 
ment. As  this  was  all  Wilhams  waiited,  he  permitted  him  to 
proceed  in  Lis  own  way;  and  all  the  doctor  had  to  say  waa  soon 
told  to  the  jury.  The  counwl  for  the  prosecution  manifested 
great  tact  in  not  cross-examining  the  witness  at  all.  In  a  subse- 
qnontstage  of  the  trial,  Williams  had  the  impudence  to  insinuate 
to  the  jury  that  they  did  not  attach  sufficient  importance  to  hig. 
testimony,  to  subject  hira  to  this  very  customary  ordeal. 

But  the  turning  point  of  this  trial,  as  it  had  been  Chat  of  the 
ease  which  preceded  it,  was  the  evidence  connected  with  the  piece 
of  money.  As  the  existence  of  the  notch  was  now  generally, 
known,  it  waa  easy  enough  to  recognise  the  coin  that  had  been 
found  in  Mary  Monson's  parse;  thus  depriving  the  accused  of 
one  of  her  simplest  and  best  means  of  demonstrating  the  igno- 
rance of  the  witnesses.  The  notch,  however,  was  Mrs.  Burton's 
great  mark,  under  favour  of  which  her  very  material  testimony 
waa  now  given  as  it  had  been  before. 

Dunseomb  was  on  the  point  of  commencing  the  cross-esamina- 
tion,  when  the  clear  melodious  voice  of  Mary  Monson  herself 
was  heard  for  the  first  time  since  the  commencement  of  the  trial. 

"Is  It  permitted  to  me  ia  question  this  witness?"  demanded 
the .  prisoner. 

"  Certainly,"  answered  the  judge,  "  It  is  the  right  of  every 
one  who  is  arraigned  by  the  country.  Ask  any  question  thai 
yoa  please." 

This  was  a  somewhat  liberal  decision  aa  to  the  right  of  croav 
examining;  and  the  accused  put  on  it  a  construction  almost  oa 
broad  aa  the  privilege.  As  for  the  witnes«,  it  was  very  apparent 
ihe  had  little  taste  fur  the  scrutiny  that  she  probably  £>reeaw  ^e 
ms  about  to  andetgo;  and  her  countenance,  altitude,  and' an- 
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Bwers,  each  and  all  betrayed  how  much  distaste  she  had  for  the 
whole  procednre.  As  permission  was  obtained,  however,  the 
prisoner  did  not  hesitate  to  proceed. 

"  Mrs.  Burton,"  said  Mary  Monson,  adopting,  as  well  as  ahe 
knew  how,  the  manner  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  "  I  wish  you 
to  tell  the  court  and  jury  toAcn  you  first  saw  the  notched  pieoe 
of  money?" 

"  When  I  first  saw  it  f  I  saw  it  first,  when  aunt  Dolly  first 
showed  it  to  me,"  answered  the  witness. 

Jlost  persons  would  have  been  dissatisfied  with  this  answer, 
and  wonld  probably  have  caused  the  question  to  be  repeated  in 
some  other  form;  but  Mary  Monson  seemed  content,  and  went 
on  putting  her  questions,  juat  aa  if  she  had  obtained  answers  to 


"Did  you  examine  it  weU?" 

"  As  well  aa  I  desired  to.     There  was  nothing  to  prevent  it." 

"Did. you  know  it  imraediateiy,  on  seeing  it  in  my  purse?" 

"Certainly  —  aa  soon  aa  I  saw  the  notch." 

"Did  Mrs.  Goodwin  point  out  the  notch  to  you,  or  did  you 
point  out  the  notch  to  her?" 

"She  pointed  it  out  to  me;  she  feared  that  the  notch  might 
lessen  the  value  of  the  coin." 

"  All  this  I  have  heard  before ;  but  I  now  ask  yon,  Mrs.  Bur- 
ton, in  the  name  of  that  Being  whose  eye  is  everywhere,  did  you 
not  yourself  pat  that  piece  of  money  in  my  purse,  when  it  was 
passing  from  band  to  hand,  and  take  out  of  it  the  piece  without 
ft  notch  ?     Answer  me,  as  you  have  a  regard  for  your  soul  ?" 

Such  a  question  was  altogether  out  of  lie  rules  regulating  the 
queries  that  may  be  put  to  witnesses,  an  answer  in  the  afErraative 
going  directly  to  criminate  the  respondent;  but  the  earnest  man- 
ner, solemn  tones,  and,  we  may  add,  illuminated  countenance  of 
Maiy  Monson,  so  iar  imposed  on  the  woman,  that  she  quite  lost 
li^tolber  ri^ta,  if  she  ever  knew  them.    What  is  much  more 
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remaLrkable,  neither  of  tlie  couneel  for  the  prosecution  interposed 
Ml  objection.  The  District  Attorney  was  willing  that  justice 
should  have  its  way ;  and  Williams  began  to  think  it  might  be 
prudent  to  manifest  less  anxiety  for  a  conviction  than  he  had  dona 
in  the  case  in  which  the  party  murdered  had  been  resuscitated. 
The  judge  was  entranced  by  the  prisoner's  manner. 

"  I  believe  I  have  as  much  regard  for  my  soul  as  any  of  the 
neighbouta  have  for  theirs,"  answered  Mrs.  Burton,  sullenly. 

"  Let  us  le  im  that  in  your  reply  —  Did  you,  or  did  you  not, 
change  thobe  pieces  -f  gold?" 

"Pi-rhu,p3  I  might  —It's  hard  to  say,  when  so  much  was  s^d 
and  done." 

"  How  came  yoi  with  the  other  piece,  with  which  to  make  the 
exchange  ?     A  j.iffer,  Sarah  Burton,  as  you  fear  God  ?" 

The  witneis  t-.-ombled  like  an  aspen-ieaf.  So  remarkable  was 
the  scene,  that  no  one  thought  of  interfering;  hut  the  judge,  the 
bar,  and  t!ie  jury,  seemed  equally  willing  to  leave  the  two  females 
to  tbems^ivee,  as  the  most  efficient  means  of  extorting  the  truth. 
Mary  MooBou's  colour  heightened  j  her  mien  and  countenance 
grew,  as  it  were,  with  the  occasion ;  while  Sarah  Burton's  became 
paler  and  paler,  as  each  question  was  put,  and  tbe  reply  pressed. 

"  I  can  have  money,  I  hope,  as  well  as  other  folks,"  answered 
the' witness. 

"  That  is  no  reply.  How  came  you  with  the  piece  of  gold 
that  is  notched,  that  you  could  esehange  it  for  the  piece  which 
was  not  notched,  and  which  was  the  one  real^y  found  in  my  purse  ? 
Answer  me  that,  Sarah  Burton;  here,  where  we  both  stand  in 
die  presence  of  our  great  Creator?"     - 

"Theie'a  no  need  of  your  pressing  a  body  so  awfully— I 
don't  believe  it's  law." 

"  I  repeat  the  question  -^  or  I  will  answer  it  for  you.  Wlien 
you  fired  the  house— — " 

The  woman  screamed,  and  raised  her  handa  in  natural  faonw. 
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"  1  never  set  the  iiuuse  ou  fire,"  she  cried  —  "  It  took  from  tlie 
Btove-pipe  in  the  j^arret,  where  it  had  taken  twice  before." 

"  How  CiiD  yc.u  know  that,  uoless  j-ou  saw  it  ?  —  How  see  it, 
unless  preaiiut?" 

"I  was  not  there,  and  did  not  see  it;  but  I  kmiw  the  ganel 
had  caught  twice  before  from  that  cook-atflve-pipe.  Aunt  I>ollj 
was  very  wrung  to  neglect  it  as  she  did." 

"  And  the  blows  on  the  head  —  who  struck  those  blowa,  Sarah 
Burton  T" 

'» How  can  I  tell  ?  I  wasn't  there  —  no  onu  hut  a  fool  could 
believe  you  have  strength  tft  do  it." 

"How,  then,  was  it  done?    Speak  —  I  see  it  in  jour  mind?" 

"I  saw  the  ploughshare  lying  on  the  heads  of  the  skeletons; 
■ind  I  saw  Moses  Steen  throw  it  off,  in  the  eonfusion  of  first  raking 
the  embers.  Moses  will  be  likely  to  remember  it,  if  sent  for,  and 
questioned." 

Here  was  a  most  important  fact  elicited  under  the  impulse  of 
aelf- justification;  and  a  corresponding  expression  of  surprise, 
passed  in  a  murmur,  through  the  audience.  The  eye  of  Mary 
Monson  kindled  with  triumph ;  and  she  continued  with  renewed 
powers  of  command  over  the  will  and  conscience  of  the  witness. 

"  This  is  well,  Sarah  Burton — it  is  right,  and  what  yoii  ought 
to  say.  You  think  that  the  fire  was  accidental,  and  that  the  frac- 
tured skulls  came  from  the  fall  of  the  plough  ?" 

"  I  do.  I  know  that  the  plough  stood  in  the  garret,  directly 
over  the  bed,  and  the  stove-pipe  passed  quite  near  it.  There  wa? 
an  elbow  in  that  pipe,  and  the  danger  was  at  that  elbow." 

"This  is  well;  and  the  eye  above  looks  on  you  with  less  dis- 
phiaaure,  Sarah  Burton"  —  as  this  was  said,  the  witness  turned 
her  looks  tiniidly  upwards,  as  if  to  assure  herself  of  the  fact  — 
'',Speak  holy  truth,  and  it  will  soon  become  benignant  and  for- 
giving. Xow  tell  me  how  you  came  by  the  etocking  and  ill 
eontontsf"  v       > 
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"  The  stocking !"  said  tbe  witness,  starting,  and  turniug  white 
IS  a  sheet     "Who  saya  I  took  the  stocking?" 

"I  do.  I  know  it  hj  that  secret  intelligence  which  has  been 
given  me  to  discover  truth.  Speak,  then,  Sarah,  and  tell  the  court 
and  jury  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  (rath." 

"Nobody  saw  me  take  it;  and  nobody  can  say  I  took  it." 

"Therein  you  are  mistaken.  You  were  seen  !«  take  it.  1 
saw  it,  for  one;  but  there  was  another  who  saw  it,  with  its  mo- 
tive, whose  eye  is  ever  on  us.  Speak,  then,  Sarah,  and  keep 
nothing  back." 

"  I  meant  do  harm,  if  I  did  take  it.  There  was  so  many  folks 
about,  I  was  afraid  that  aome  stranger  might  lay  hands  on  it. 
That's  ali." 

"  You  were  seen  to  unlock  the  drawers,  as  you  stood  alonft 
near  the  bureau,  in  the  confusion  and  excitement  of  the  finding 
of  the  skeletons.     You  did  it  stealthily,  Sarah  Burton." 

"  I  was  afraid  some  one  might  snatch  the  stocking  from  me. 
I  always  meant  to  give  it  up,  as  soon  as  the  law  said  to  whom  it 
belongs.     Davis  wants  it,  but  I'm  not  sure  it  is  his." 

"  What  key  did  you  use  ?     Keep  nothing  back." 

"  One  of  mj  own.     My  keys  unlocked  many  of  aunt  Dolly's 
drawers.    She  knew  it,  and  never  found  any  fiiult  with  it.    Why 
Bhould  she  f     Her  keys  unlocked  miiK  !" 
,   "  Another  word — where  is  that  stocking,  and  where  are  ita 
contents  ?" 

"  Both  are  safe  in'  the  third  dr&wer  of  my  own  bureau,  and 
here  is  the  key,"  taking  one  from  her  bosom.  "I  put  them 
there  for  security,  as  no  one  opens  that  drawer  but  myself" 

Timms  took  the  key  from  the  unresisting  hand  of  thi^  wom&n, 
ftnd  followed  by  Williams,  Davis,  and  one  or  two  more,  be  left 
^e  eourt-honae.  At  that  instant,  Sarah  Burton  Mated.  In  tbe 
MHifaaini  of  removing  her  into  another  room,  Mary  Mouaon  »■ 
aumed  her  seat. 
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"Mr.  District  Attorney,  it  can  hardlj  be  your  intention  to 
presa  tbis  iodictjiient  any  further?"  observed  the  judge,  wiping 
bis  eyes,  and  muuh  delighted  with  the  unexpected  termioatioa 
nf  the  afiair. 

The  functioDary  addressed  was  glad  enough  to  be  rid  of  his 
nnwcloomc  office,  and  at  once  signified  his  wilhngnesa  to  enter  a 
xoUe  prosequi,  by  an  application  to  the  bench,  in  the  case  of  the 
irson,  and  to  submit  to  an  acquittal  in  tbat  now  being  traversed. 
After  a  brief  charge  from  the  judge,  the  jury  gave  a  verdict  of 
acquittal,  without  leaving  the  box ;  and  just  as  this  was  done, 
Timms  and  his  companions  returned,  bringing  with  them  the 
ttiuch-tal]fed-of  stocking. 

It  required  months  coniplefcly  to  elucidate  the  whole  afeir; 
but  so  jQiioh  is  already  known,  and  this  part  of  our  subjeot  being 
ratuaily  disposed  of,  we  may  as  well  make  a  short  auuimary  of 
the  facts,  aa  they  were  already  in  proof,  or  as  they  Lave  since 
oome  to  light. 

The  fire  was  accidental,  as  has  been  recently  ascertained  by 
circumstances  it  is  unnecessary  to  relate.  Goodwin  had  left  his 
wife,  the  night  before  the  accident,  and  she  had  taken  the  Ger- 
aaati  woman  to  sleep  with  her.  Aa  the  garret-floor  above  this 
pair  was  consumed,  the  plough  fell,  its  share  inflicting  the  blow 
which  stunned  them,  if  it  did  not  inflict  even  a  greater  injury. 
That  part  of  the  house  was  first  consumed,  and  the  skektonB 
■were  found,  as  has  been  related,  side  by  side.  In  the  lonfufion 
(f  the  scene,  Sarah  Burton  had  little  diflbuHy  in  opening  the 
3rawer,  and  removing  the  stocking.  She  fancied  herself  unseen; 
hut  ilary  Monaon  observed  the  movement,  though  she  had  iheu 
06  idea  what  was  abstracted.  The  unfortunate  delinquent  mam- 
tains  tbat  her  intention,  at  tbe  time,  was  good ;  or,  that  her  sola 
Deject  was  to  secure  the  gold  |  but,  is  obliged  to  confess  tbat  the 
ppsseeslMi  of  the  treasure  gradually  excited  her  cupidity,  until 
the  begw  to  hope  that  this  hoard  might  eventually  beaonM  bsi 
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Dwn.  The  guiltj  soonest  euspect  guilL  As  to  "  the  pure,  all 
things  are  pure,"  so  it  ia  with  the  innocent,  who  are  the  least 
inoliued  to  suspect  others  of  wicked  actions.  Thus  was  it  with 
Mrs.  Burtun.  In  the  commission  of  a  great  wrong  herself,  sha 
had  little  difficulty  in  supposing  that  Mary  Monsoa  was  the  sort 
of  person  that  rumour  made  Ler  out  to  be.  She  saw  no  great 
harm,  tben,  in  giving  a  shove  to  the  descending  culprit.  When 
liKiking  into  the  stocking,  she  had  seen,  and  put  in  her  own 
poiiket,  the  notched  piece,  as  a  curiosity,  there  being  nothing 
more  unusual  in  the  guilty  thus  incurring  unnecessary  risks, 
than  there  is  in  the  moth's  temerity  in  fluttering  around  tbe 
candle.  When  the  purse  of  Mary  Monson  was  examined,  aa 
usually  happens  on  such  occasions,  we  had  almost  said  as  alwayt 
happens,  in  *he  management  of  coses  that  are  subsequently  to 
•brm  a  part  of  tbe  justice  of  tbe  land,  much  less  attention  was 
paid  to  the  care  of  tbat  purse  than  ought  to  have  been  bestowed 
on  it.  Profiting  by  the  neglect,  Sarah  Burton  exchanged  the 
notched  coin  for  the  perfect  piece,  unobserved,  as  she  again  fan- 
cied; but  once  more  the  watchful  eye  of  Mary  Mouson  was  on 
her.  The  first  time  the  woman  was  observed  by  tbe  last,  it  waa 
■  accidentally ;  but  suspieiou  onee  aroused,  jt  was  natural  enough 
to  keep  a  look-out  on  the  suspected  party.  The  act  was  seen, 
and  at  tbe  moment  that  the  accused  thougbt  happy,  tbe  circum- 
stance was  brought  to  bear  on  the  trial.  Sarah  Burton  main- 
tains that,  at  first,  her  sole  intention  was  to  exchange  tbe  imper- 
fect for  the  perfect  coin ;  and  tbat  she  waa  induced  to  swear  to 
the  piece  subsequently  produced,  as  that  found  on  Mary  Monson's 
person,  as  a  literal  fact,  ignorant  of  what  might  be  its  conse- 
quences. Though  the  devil  doubtless  leads  us  on,  step  by  slep, 
deeper  and  deeper,  into  crime  and  sin,  it  is  probable  that,  in  this 
particular,  the  guilty  woman  applied  a  flattering  unclion  to  he* 
conscience,  that  the  truth  would  have  destroyed. 

Qnat  was  the  wonder,  and  numberRsa  were  the  patagropliil 
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that  this  unexpected  issue  of  the  "great  Biberry  murdeta"  pro. 
duced.  As  respects  the  last,  auythiiig  that  will  fill  a  column  ia 
a  god-sead,  aud  the  falsehood  has  even  a  yaJue  that  is  not  to  be 
found  )U  the  truth,  as  its  contradiction  will  help  along  quite  as 
much  as  the  original  statements.  If  the  public  could  only  be 
brought  to  see  what  a  different  thing  publicity  becomes  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  turn  it  to  pToJU,  from  what  it  is  thought  to 
be,  by  those  who  fancy  it  is  merely  a  mode  of  circulating  facts,  a 
great  step  towards  a  much-needed  reformation  would  be  taken, 
by  confining  the  last  within  their  natural  limits. 

Mary  Monson'a  name  passed  from  one  end  of  the  Union  xa 
the  other,  and  thousands  heard  and  read  of  this  extraordinary 
woman,  who  never  had  the  smallest  clue  to  her  real  character  or 
subsequent  history.  How  few  reflected  on  the  defects  of  the 
system  that  condemned  her  to  the  gallows  on  insufficient  testi- 
mony j  or,  under  another  phase  of  prejudice,  might  have  acquit- 
ted her  when  guilty  !  The  random  decisions  of  the  juries,  usually 
well-meaning,  but  so  rarely  discriminating,  or  as  intelligent  as 
they  ought  to  be,  attract  very  little  attention  beyond  the  bar ; 
and  even  the  members  of  that  often  strike  a  balance  in  error, 
with  which  they  learn  to  be  content ;  gaining  in  one  cause  as 
much  as  they  lose  in  another. 

There  was  a  strong  disposition  in  the  people  assembled  at  Bi- 
berry, on  the  occasion  of  the  trial,  to  make  a  public  spectacle  of 
Mary  Monson.  The  right  to  do  this,  with  all  things  in  hearen 
and  earth,  seems  t6  belong  to  "republican  simplicity,"  which  ia 
beginning  to  rule  the  land  with  a  rod  of  iron.  Unfoi-tunately 
for  this  feeling,  the  subject  of  momentary  sympathy  was  not  a 
person  likely  to  allow  such  a  license  She  did  not  believe,  be- 
oanse  she  had  endured  one  set  of  atrocious  wrongs,  that  she  was 
bound  to  submit  to  as  many  more  as  gaping  vulgarity  might  see 
fit  to  inflict.  She  sought  the  protection  of  good  Mrs.  Gott  aud 
her.  gaol,  acme  forma  being  neceesBrj  before,  the  souteuee  of  de^th 
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20uld  be  legally  gijtteu  rid  of.  lu  vuiu  nere  the  windows  agiuii 
Btawded,  with  tho  virtuous  wish  of  seeing  bow  Mary  Monsou 
looked,  now  she  waa  acquitted,  just  as  they  bad  been  previously 
thronged  id  order  to  ascertain  how  she  looked  wbca  there  was  a 
cbance  of  heri>eing  condemned  to  the  gallows.  The  most  estra- 
ordiaary  part  of  the  affair,  waa  the  circumstance  that  the  harp 
becwne  popular;  the  very  sentiment,  act,  or  thing  that,  in  one 
condition  of  the  common  mind,  is  about  to  be  'cut  down  and 
cast  into  the  fire,'  becoming  in  another,  all  that  is  noble,  com- 
mendable, or  desirable.  The  crowd  about  tho  wiudowa  of  the 
gaol,  for  the  first  few  hours  after  the  acquittal,  was  dying  to 
hear  the  prisoner  sing  and  play,  and  would  gladly  have  tolerated 
the  harp  and  a  '  foreign  tongue'  to  be  thus  gratified. 

But  Mary  Hnnaon  was  safe  from  all  intrusion,  under  the  locks 
of  the  delighted  Mrs.  Gott.  This  kind-hearted  person  kissed 
her  prisoner,  over  and  over  agidn,  when  she  admitted  her  within 
the  gallery,  and  then  she  wont  outside,  and  assured  several  of  iJie 
more  respectable  persons  in  the  crowd  how  thoroughly  she  had 
been  persuaded,  from  the  first,  of  the  innocence  of  her  friend. 
The  circumstances  of  this  important  trial  rendered  Mrs.  Gott  a 
very  distinguished  person  herself,  in  that  crowd,  and  never  was  a 
woman  happier  than  she  while  delivering. her  sentiment^ on  tho 
recent  events. 

"It's  altogether  the  most  foolish  trial  we  have  ever  had  in 
]>uke's,  though  they  tell  me  foolish  trials  are  getting  \h  be  only 
too  common,"  said  the  kind-bearted  wife  of  the  sherifT,  addresa- 
JDg  half-a-doeen  of  the  more  respectable  of  the  crowd.  "  It  gave 
me  a  big  fright,  I  will  own  When  Gott  waa  elected  sheriff,  I 
did  hope  he  would  escape  all  esecutiona  but  debt  esecutions. 
The  more  he  baa  of  tkem,  the  better.  It 's  bad  enough  la  escort 
Sieves  to  Sing-Sing ;  but  the  gallowa  is  a  poor  trade  for  a  dec«it 
man  to  meddle  with.  Then,  to  have  the  very  first  sentence,  oob 
■Miust  Mary  Monsmi,  who  is  as  muob  chore  flocli  ft  pUQishBieid 
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as  virtue  is  above  vice.  When  I  heard  tiioM  dreadful  words,  1 
felt  aa  if  a  eord  was  round  mj  own  neck.  But  I  had  faith  to 
tike  last;  Mary  has  always  told  me  that  she  should  be  acquitted, 
and  hero  it  has  all  come  true,  at  last." 

"Do  you  know,  Mrs.Gott,"  said  one  of  her  friends,  "it  is 
reported  that  this  woman — or  lady,  I  suppose  one  must  now  c«U 
her — has  been  in  the  habit  of  cjuitting  the  gaol  whenever  she 

"Hu-s-h,  neighbor  Brookes;  there  is  no  need  of  alarming 
the  county !  1  believe  you  are  right;  though  it  waa  all  dona 
without  my  knowledge,  or  it  never  would  have  been  permitted. 
It  only  shows  the  power  of  money.  The  locks  are  aa  good  as 
any  in  the  State ;  yet  Mary  certainly  did  £nd  means,  unbeknown 
to  me,  to  open  them.  It  can't  bo  called  breaking  gaol,  since  she 
always  came  back  I  I  had  a  good  fright  the  first  time  I  heard 
of  it,  but  use  reconciles  us  1«  all  things.  I  n^ver  let  Gatt  into 
the  eecret,  though  he 's  responsible,  as  he  calls  it,  for  all  his 
prisoners." 

"Weil,  when  a  matter  turos  out  happily,  it  does  no^od  to 
be  harping  on  it  always." 

Mrs.  Gott  assented,  and  in  this  case,  as  in  a  hundred  othui'a, 
the  end  waa  made  to  justify  the  means.  But  Mary  Monsop  was 
felt  to  be  an  exception  to  all  rules,  and  there  was  no  longer  any 
disposition  to  cavil  at  any  of  her  proeeedinga.  Her  iunocenca 
had  beeii  established  ao  very  triumphantly,  that  every  person 
regarded  her  vagaries  and  strange  conduct  with  indulgence. 

At  that  very  moment,  when  Mrs.  Gott  was  haranguing  hei 
neighbours  at  the  door  of  the  gaol,  Dunscomb  was  closeted  with 
Michael  Millington  at  the  Inn ;  the  young  man  having  returued 
at  hot-speed  only  as  the  court  adjourned.  He  had  been  success- 
ful, notwithstanding  his  original  disappointment,  and  had  ascei- 
tained  ail  atraut  the  hitherto  mysterious  prisoner  of  the  Biberrj 
guL     Mary  Monsuii  was,  as  Dunscomb  suapeuted,  Mildred  Mil 
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Jingtoji  by  birth — ;5Iad.  de  Larocheforte  by  marriage — and  aha 
was  the  grand -daifghter  of  the  veiy  womaa  to  whom  he  had  been 
betrothed  in  youth.  Her  insanity  waa  not  distinctly  recognised, 
perhaps  could  not  have  been  legally  eslablished,  though  it  was 
Btrongly  suspected  by  many  who  inew  her  intimately,  and  was  a 
source  of  great  uneasiness  with  all  who  felt  an  interest  in  hor 
welfare.  Her  marriage  was  unhappy,  and  it  was  supposed  she 
had  taken  up  her  abode  in  the  cottage  of  the  Goodwina  ta  avoid 
her  husband.  The  command  of  money  gave  her  a  power  to  do 
very  much  as  she  pleased,  and,  though  the  breath-  of  calumny 
had  never  jet  blown  its  withering  blast  on  her  name,  she  erred 
ID  many  things  that  are  duties  as  grave  as  that  of  being  chaste. 
The  laws  came  in  aid  of  her  whima  and  caprices.  There  is  no 
mode  by  which  an  errant  wife  can  be  made  to  perform  her  da- 
ties  in  boldly  experimenting  New  York,  though  ahe  can  claim  n 
support  and  protection  from  her  husband.  The  '  cup  and  saucer* 
law  comea  in  aid  of  thia  power,  and  the  men  who  cannot  keep 
their  wives  in  the  chains  of  Hymen  in  virtue  of  the  affectioM, 
may  just  as  well  submit,  with  a  gmoe,  to  be  the  victims  of  an 
ill-jodging  and  most  treacherous  regard  for  the  rights  of  wbal 
are  called  tbe  weaker  Bex. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 


"  Whj-  wilt  Ihou  add  to  all  the  griefi  I  b 
Ima^inu';  ilia,  and  fiiitied  tocturei  7" 


The  scene  mnat  now  be  BhifteJ  to  Battletrap.  Biberrj  was 
deBcrted.  Even  the  rumours  with  which  its  streets  had  been  so 
htely  filled,  were  already  forgolten.  None  hare  memoricB  as 
frail  as  the  gossip.  Not  only  does  this  class  of  persons — and  a 
nnmeroua  class  it  is,  including  nearly  all  whose  minds  are  not 
fitted  to  receive  more  elevated  materials  —  not  only,  we  say,  does 
this  class  of  persons  overlook  the  contradictions  and  absurdities 
of  the  stories  they  repeat,  but  they  forget  the  stories  themselves 
almost  as  soon  as  hcMxl.  Such  was  now  the  case  at  Biberry 
Scarce  an-  individual  could  be  found  in  the  place  who  would  ac- 
tnowledge  that  he  or  sbe  had  ever  heard  that  Mary  Monson  was 
connected  with  robbers,  or  who  could  recollect  that  he  onee  fancied 
the  accused  guilty. 

We  may  as  well  say  here,  that  nothing  has  ever  been  done 
with  Sarah  Burton.  She  is  clearly  guilty ;  but  the  law,  in  these 
times  of  progress,  disdains  to  pursue  the  guilty.  Their  crimes 
are  known;  and  of  what  use  can  it  be  to  expose  those  whom 
every  one  can  see  are  offenders!  No;  ii  is  the  innocent  who 
have  most  reason  to  dread  the  law.  They  can  be  put  to  trouble, 
eost,  vexation  and  loss,  if  they  cannot  be  esactly  condemned. 
W«  see  how  Aousands  regara  the  law  in  a  recent  movement  io 
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tlic  le^slature,  by  which  auila  have  been  ordered  to  try  the  titles 
of  most  of  the  large  landed  proprietors,  with  the  very  honest  and 
modest  proposal  annexed,  that  their  eases  shal!  be  prejudged,  and 
the  landlords  deprived  of  the  means  of  defending  themselves,  by 
Bequeatering  their  rents !  Everybody  says  this  is  the  freest  coun- 
try on  earth  J  the  only  country  that  is  truly  free;  but  we  must 
be  permitted  to  say,  that  such  a  law,  like  twenty  more  that  have 
been  passed  ia  the  same  interest  withiu  the  last  ten  years,  savours 
a  good  deal  of  the  character  of  a  Ukase. 

Our  characters,  with  the  exception  of  McBrain  and  hia  bride, 
were  now  assembled  at  Rattletrap.  Dunscomb  had  ascertained  ak 
it  was  necessary  to  know  concerning  Mildred,  and  had  taken  tbn- 
Bteps  necessary  to  proleet  her.  Of  her  qualified  insanity  he  did' 
not  entertain  a  doubt;  though  it  was  a  madness  so  concealedl 
by  the  blandishments  of  education  and  the  graces  of  a  refined! 
woman,  that  few  saw  it,  and  fewer  still  wished  to  believe  it  true.. 
On  most  subjects  this  unhappy  lady  was  clear-minded  and.  intelli-- 
gent  enough,  more  especioUy  on  that  of  money;  for,  while  her, 
expenditures  were  generous,  and  her  largesses  most  liberal,  she' 
manifested  wonderful  sagacity  in  taking  care  of  her  property.  It. 
was  this  circumstance  that  rendered  it  so  difficult  to  take  any 
steps  to  deprive  her  of  its  control ;  though  Dunscomb  had  seen 
enough,  in  the  course  of  the  recent  trial,  to  satisfy  him  that  suoht 
a  me^ure  ought  to  be  resorted  to  in  the  interest  of  her.  own. 
character.       • 

It  was  in  cunning,  and  in  all  the  low  propensities  eonneoted' 
irith  that  miserable  quality,  that  Mildred  Millington^  as  sbe  noW' 
inHiBt«d  on  calling  herself,  mcwt  betrayed  her  infirmity.  Many 
inwances  of  it  have  been  incidentally  related  in  the  course  of 
our  narrative,  however  unpleasant  such  an'  exhibition  has  been, 
Tbere  is  nothing  more  repugnant  to  the  principles  or  tastes  of 
tbi  right  thinking  and  right  feeling,  thaa  tfie  practices- irmAE 
e&Diiing  engenders.     'Timms,  however,  was  a  most  willing  BgBilt 
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J8S  THE     WAYS     or     \^H     HOUB. 

in  all  the  Bchemes  of  his  client;  though  some  of  h?r  projecta  baii 
pwMled  him  by  their  elaborate  duplicity,  as  much  as  they  had 
astounded  him  by  their  boldness.  These  were  the  schemea  that 
had  their  origin  in  obliquity  of  mind.  Still,  they  were  not  with- 
out merit  in  the  eyeB  of  Timms,  who  was  cunning  without  being 
mad. 

Before  quitting  Biberry,  Timms  waa  liberally  paid  and  dis- 
missed.  Bnnscomb  explained  to  him  the  situation  of  his  hand- 
Bome  client,  without  adverting  to  the  stat«  of  her  mitid ;  when 
the  attorney  at  once  caught  at  the  chances  of  a  divorce.  Among 
the  other  "ways  of  the  hour,"  that  of  dissolving  the  marriage 
tie  has  got  to  be  a  sort  of  fashionable  mania.  Neither  time,  nor 
duties,  nor  children,  seem  to  interpose  any  materia!  oijstacle ; 
and,  if  our  own  laws  do  not  afford  the  required  facilitiea,  those 
of  some  of  our  more  libera!  neighbours  do.  Timms  keeps  this 
principle  in  his  mind,  and  is  at  this  moment  ruminating  on  the 
means  by  which  he  can  liberate  his  late  client  from  her  present 
ehains,  and  bind  her  anew  in  some  of  his  own  forging.  It  is 
scarcely  hecessary  to  addf  that  Mildred  troubles  herself  very  little 
in  the  premises,  so  far  as  this  covert  lover  is  concerned. 

The  ridicule  of  Williams  was,  at  first,  the  sorest  portion  of 
Timms's  disappointment.  Bachelors  alike,  and  rivals  for  populai 
fiivour,  these  two  worthies  had  long  been  looking  out  for  advan- 
tageous marriages.  Bach  had  the  sagacity  to  see  that  his  chances 
ot  making  a  more  and  more  eligible  connexion  w^ere  increasing 
■lowly,  and  that  it  waa  a  great  thing  for  a  rising  man  to  ascend 
without  dragging  after  him  a  wife  chosen  from  among  those  that 
prop  the  base  of  the  great  social  ladder.  It  was  nuts  to  one  of 
tiicse  competitors  for  the  smiles  of  the  ladies  to  discover  that  his 
rival  waa  in  love  with  a  Hiarried  woman  ;  and  this  so  much  the 
BMre,  because  the  prospecte  of  Timms's  sucass,  arising  frcm  his 
MBining  intimacy  with  the  fair  oocupaot  of  the  gaol,  bad  pyao 
ffiiUiawa  a  Yery,  senona,  frivbt.    Plao?  two  m^o  in  competitico, 
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uo  matter  in  what,  aud  all  their  eaergies  become  cooceutrated  in 
rivalry.  Again  aad  again,  had  these  two  indiyiduala  betrayed 
their  mutual  Jealouaj;  aud  now  that  one  of  them  had  placed 
tiimself  in  a  position  bo  &lse,  not  to  gay  ridiouloua,  the  other  did 
not  fell  to  enjoy  his  disappointment  to  (he  top  of  his  bent.  It 
was  in  this  manner  that  Saucy  Williaina  took  his  revenge  for  the 
defeat  in  the  tnaJ. 

Mrs.  (jott  was  also  at  Rattletrap.  I>unsconib  retained  much 
of  his  original  tenderness  for  Mildred,  the  grandmother  of  his 
guest  of  that  name,  and  he  granted  her  descendant  every  indul- 
gence she  eould  ask.  Among  other  things,  one  of  the  reC[uestB 
of  the  liberated  prisoner  was  to  he  permitted  to  inaoifcst  this 
?enee  of  her  gratitude  for  the  many  acts  of  kindness  received 
from  the  wife  of  the  sheriff.  Uott,  accordingly,  was  left  to  take 
care  of  himself,  while  his  nice  little  companion  wa^  transported 
to  a  scene  that  she  found  altogether  novel,  or  a  tentporary  resi- 
dence in  a  guntleman's. dwelling.  Sarah's  hoiisekeeping,  Sarah's 
good  nature,  attentions,  neatness,  attire  and  attractions,  would 
have  been  themes  t«  monopolize  all  of  the  good  httle  woman's 
admiration,  Lad  not  Anna  Updyke,  then  on  a  visit  at  Rattletrap, 
quite  fairly  come  in  for  her  full  share.  She  might  almost  be 
said  to  be  in  love  with  both. 

Jt  was  just  after  breakfast  that  Mildred  looked  an  arm  in  that 
of  Anna,  and  led  her  young  friend  by  one  of  the  wooded  patiu 
that  runs  along  the  shores  of  the^udson,  terminating  in  a  sum. 
'ner-house,  with  a  most  glorious  view.  In  this,  there  was  no- 
thing remarkable;  the  eye  rarely  resting  on  any  of  the  'bit^ 
that  adorn  the  banks  of  that  noble  stream,  without  taking  ia  ' 
beauties  to  enchant  it.  But  to  all  these  our  two'  lovely  youOB 
women  were  mom^tarily  as  insensible  as  they  were  to  IJis  1^ 
that  their  own  charming  forms,  floating  among  shrnbbory  as  fta^ 
grant  m  themselves,  added  in  no  slight  degree  to  the  beauty  of 
IheBoeiM'.'   In  manner^  Mildred  WM  ohnwal^  if  not  ard«at,  and 
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K  little  excited;  on  the  Other  hand,  Anna  was  placid,  (Jiougli 
sensitive ;  changing  colour  without  ceasing,  aa  her  thoughts  were 
drawn  nearer  and  nearer  to  tikat  theme  which  now  included  the 
great  object  of  her  existence. 

"  Your  uncle  brought  me  letters  from  town  last  eveniug,  Adds 
dear,"  commenced  the  liberated  lady:  "one  of  them  is  from 
Mods,  de  Larocheforte.     Is  tliat  not  strange  ?" 

"  What  is  there  so  strange  in  a  husband's  writing  to  his  wife  ? 
To  me,  it  seems  the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world." 

"  It  does  ? — I  am  surprised  to  hear  jou  say  so — you,  Anna, 
whom  I  regarded  as  so  truly  my  friend.  I  have  discarded  Mons. 
de  Larocheforte,  and  he  ought  to  respect  my  pleasure." 

"  It  would  have  been  better,  my  dear  mamma,  had  you  dia- 
oarded  him  before  marriage,  instead  of  after." 

"  Ah — jour  dear  mamma,  indeed !  I  was  your  school  mam- 
ma; Anna,  'and  well  had  it  been  for  me  had  I  been  left  to  finish 
my  education  in  my  own  country.  Then,  I  should  have  escaped 
this  most  unfortunate  marriage!  Do  not  marry,  Anna — take 
mj  advice,  and  never  marry.     Matrimony  is  unsuited  to  ladies." 

"  How  long  have  you  been  of  this  opinion,  dear  mamma?" 
asked  the  young  girl,  smiling. 

"  Just  as  long  as  I  have  been  made  to  feel  how  it  crushes  a 
woman's  independence,  and  how  completely  it  gives  her  a  master, 
and  how  very,  very  humiliating  and  depressing  is  the  bondage  it 
infiicta.     Bo  you  not  feel  the  force  of  my  reasons  f " 

"  I  confess  I  do  not,"  answered  Anna,  in  a  subdued,  yet  clear 
ukd  distinct  voice.  "  I  see  nothing  humiliating  or  depressing  ia 
'  U'woman's  submission  to  her  husband.  It  is  the  law  of  natm«, 
KBd  why  should  we  wish  to  alter  itf  My  mother  has  ever  in-  ' 
Seated  such  opinions,  and  you  will  excmo  me  if  I  say  I  thxak 
the  bible  does>  also." 

~  "  The  blfcle  1  —■les,  that  is  a  good  book,  though  I  am  a&ud 
It'll  Tetjr  little  Wb^Iii  -SVanee.  '  I  ought^  perba^  to  aay,  imi 
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very  little  bj  strangers  resident  in  France.'  The  French  women, 
themselves,  are  nut  one  half  as  negligent  of  their  dutiesj  in  this 
respect,  as  are  the  strangers  wbo  go  to  reside  among  tbem. 
When  the  roots,  that  have  grown  to  any  size  in  their  native  soil, 
are  violently  transplanted  to  another,  it  is  not  often  that  the  tree 
obl^ns  its  proper  dimensions  and  grace.  I  wish  I  had  never 
seen  France,  ABna,  in  which  case  I  should  never  have  been 
Had.  de  LarGchefort«  —  vicomlesse,  by  the  old  law,  and  I  am 
B&aid  it  was  that  idle  appellation  that  entrapped  me.  How  much 
more  truly  respectable  I  should  have  been  as  Mrs.  John  Smith, 
or  Mrs.  John  Brown,  or  Mrs.  David  Smith,  the  wife  of  a  coun- 
tryman, if  I  must  be  a  wife,  at  all '." 

"  Choose  at  least  some  name  of  higher  pretension,"  said  Anna, 
laughing.  "  Why  not  a  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  or  a  Mrs.  Tan 
Cortlandt,  or  a  Mrs.  Livingston,  or  a  Mrs.  Somebody  else,  of  one 
of  OUT  good  old  families?" 

"  Families  ! — Do  you  know,  child,  it  is  treason  to  talk  of  fami- 
lies in  this  age  of  anti-rentism.  They  tell  me  that  the  man  who 
makes  an  estate,  uiay  eojoy  it,  should  he  happen  to  know  how, 
and  this,  though  be  may  have  cheated  all  he  ever  dealt  with,  ia 
order  to  become  rich ;  but,  that  he  who  inherits  an  estate,  has  no 
ol^m.  It  is  hb  tenants  who  have  the  high  moral  claim  to  hie 
fitther's  property." 

"  T  know  nothing  of  all  this,  and  wonld  rather  talk  of  thln^ 
I  understand." 

"By  whieh  you  mean  wedlock,  and  its  cafes  1     No,  my  dear, 
you  little  understand  what  matrimony  is,  or  how  much  humili&- 
don  is  required  of  ua  women  to  become  wives,  or  you  would    . 
never  think  of  marrying." 

"  I  have  nevnr  told  yon  that  I  do  think  of  marrying  —  that  u, 
oot  much  " 

"  There  spoke  jour  honest  nature,  which  will  not  permit  emn 
u  Buintended  deception.    This  it  was  that  ao  much  attaohed  me 
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£0  yon  as  3  child;  for,  though  I  am  not  very  iugeriuous  myself^ 
[  can  aiimiro  the  quality  io  another." 

"  This  admiasion  does  not  exactly  prove  the  truth  of  jour 
words,  niamma !"  said  Anaa,  smiting. 

"No  matter — let  us  talk  of  matrimony.  Has  John  Wilmetor 
proposed  to  you,  Anna  ?" 

This  was  a  home  question ;  no  wonder  the  yotthg  lady  started- 
After  a  short,  musing  pause,  Lowever,  the  native  candour  of 
Anna  Updykc  prevailed,  and  she  admitted  that  he  had. 

-"Thank  you  for  this  confidence;  but  you  must  go  further. 
Biemember,  I  am  your  mamma.     Is  the  gentleman  accepted?" 

A  rosy  blush,  succeeded  by  a  nod  of  the  head,  waa  the  answer. 

"I  am  sorry  I  was  not  consulted,  before  all  this  happened; 
though  1  have  managed  my  own  matters  so  ill,  as  to  have  very 
few. claims  to  your  twnfidenoe.  You  scarce  know  what  you  un- 
dertake, mj  child." 

-"I  undertake  to  become  Jock  Wilmeter's  wife,"  answered  the 
betrotied,  ia  a  very  low  but  a  very  firm  voice ;  "  and  I  hope  I 
dhall  make  him  a  good  one.  Most  of  all,  do  I  pray  to  be  obe- 
.ilieat  and  submissive." 

-"  To  no  man  iLat  breathes,  Anna  I  —  do,  to  no  man  breathing  I 
It  is  Ikeir  business  to  submit  to  tu ;  not  we  to  them !" 

"  This  is  not  my  reading  of  the  great  rule  of  woman's  conduct. 
hi  toy  view  of  our  duties,  it  is  the  part  of  woman  to  be  affection- 
ate, mild,  patient  and  sympathizing, — if  necessary,  forgiving.     I 
£niily  believe  that,  in  the  end,  such  a  woman  cannot  fail  to  be 
ae  happy  as  is  permitted  to  us  to  be,  here  on  earth." 
I.  "Forgiving  I"  repeated.  Mildred,  her  eyes  flashing;  "yes,  tha 
U  a  word  often  nsed,  yet  how  few  truly  practise  its  teachings 
Why  should  I  forgtve  any  one  that  has  wjonged  me?     Our 
'  oature  tells  us  to  resent,  to  puuish,  if  necessary,  as  you. say — to 
ravage."  ......... 

»  A^i^t  BhuddtS'.FWetd ihimtk  tbe  fri^e  of  Anm, M^.tbt 


,dt>y  Google 


unconsciouslj  ifioved  farther  frooi  her  companion,  though  theii 
Mms  Btill  contiDued  locked. 

"'Ihere  must  be  a  great  difference  between  France  and  Atoo- 
rica,  if  revenge  is  ever  taught  to  a  woman,  as  a  part  of  her  dutj," 
returned  the  youagcr  fciualc,  now  epeaking  with  an  earnestness 
she  had  not  before  betrayed ;  "  here,  we  are  told  that  Christianity 
forbids  the  very  thought  of  it,  and  that  to  forgive  is  among  the 
very  first  of  our  duties.  Aly  great  instructor  in  ^uch  things,  has 
told  me  that  one  of  the  surest  evidences  of  a  hopeful  etat«  of  the 
feelings,  ia  the  banishment  of  every  thing  like  resentment,  and  a 
desire  to  be  at  peace  with  all  around  us — to  have  a  perception 
that  we  love  the  race  as  beings  of  our  own  wants  and  hopes." 

"  la  this  the  sort  of  love,  then,  with  which  jou  give  your  hand 
to  young  Wiimeter?" 

Scarlet  ia  not  brighter  than  was  the  colour  that  now  glowed 
in  the  cheeks  of  Anna,  stole  into  her  temples,  and  even  difiiised 
itself  over  her  neck  and  ehest.  To  herself  it  seemed  as  if  her 
very  hands  blushed.  Then  the  power  of  innocence  came  to  sub- 
tuB  her,  and  she  became  calm  and  steady. 

"  It  is  iiot  the  feeling  with  which  I  ahftll  marry  John,"  she 
wud.  "Nature  has  given  us  another  sentiment,  and  I  shall  not 
endeavour  to  be  superior  to  all  of  mj  sex  and  class.  I  love 
John  Wilmeter,  I  own ;  and  I  hope  to  make  him  happy." 

"  To  be  a  dutiful,  obedient  wife,  for  ever  studying  his  tmtea 
ftnd  capricesl" 

"I  trust  I  shall  not  be_/brft>er  studying  the  indulgence  of  mj 
own.     I  see  nothing  degrading  to  a  woman,  in  her  filling  th  ' 
pl»oo  nature  and  OhrBtianity  have  assigned  to  her,  and  in  he 
dwttg  her  duty,  as  a  wife." 

"  These  are  not  my  feelings,  receiving  your  terms  as  yoo  wish' 
'■hem  to  be  understood.  Bnb  eevend  'hav«:  told  mn  I  oagtit 
never  to  have  married ;  I  myself  know  thai  I  should  have  been' 
lajSmtecicaB,  and  not  a  French  wife." 
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"  I  tiHTe  ever  heard  that  greater  latitude  la  given  to  our  sex, 
in  France,  than  in  this  country." 

"  That  13  true  in  part  only.  Nothing  can  exceed  thi;  reteTutt 
of  a  French  girl,  or  anything  that  is  decent  exceed  the  want  of 
it  that  is  manifested  by  many  Americans.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  married  woman  here,  has  do  privileges  at  all,  not  even  in 
Hocietyj  while  in  France,  under  an  air  of  great  seeming  pro- 
priety, she  does  very  much  ae  she  sees  fit.  It  is  a  mistake,  how- 
ever, to  suppose  that  faithful  wives,  and  devoted  mothers,  most 
especially  the  last,  are  not  to  be  found  all  over  Europe — iu 
France,  in  particular." 

"  I  am  glad  to  hear  it,"  cried  Anna,  with  a  really  gratified 
air;  "it  gives  me  pleasure  when  I  hear  of  any  of  our  sex  hehav- 
ing  as  they  siiould  behave." 

"  Should  behave !  I  fear,  Anna,  a  httle  covert  reproach  ia 
intended,  in  that  remark.  Our  estimate  of  the  conduct  of  our 
friends  must  depend  on  our  notions  of  our  own  duties.  Now, 
hearken  to  mj  manner  of  reasoning  on  this  subject.  In  a  phy- 
sical sense,  man  is  strong,  woman  is  weak ;  while,  iu  a  moral 
sense,  woman  is  strong  and  man  ia  weak.-  You  admit  my 
premises?" 

"The  first  part  of  them,  certainly,"  sud  Anna,  laughing, 
"  while  I  pretend  to  no  knowledge  of  the  last." 

"  You  surely  do  not  beheve  that  John  Wilmeter  is  as  pure, 
ingenuons,  good,  as  you  are  yourself?" 

"  I  see  no  reason  why  he  should  not  be.  I  am  lar  from  cer- 
tain Jack  is  not  even  better." 

"  It  is  useless  to  discuss  such  s  subject  with  you.  The  princi- 
ple of  pride  is  wanting,  without  which  you  can  never  enter  into 
BUS  feelings." 

-  "  I  am  glad  it  is  so.  I  fuioy  John  will  be  all  the  happier  for 
t.  Ah  1  my  dear  mamma,  I  never  knew  any  good  come  of  wlurt 
nm  call  this  '  principle  of  prida.'    We  an  told  to  bt  luuuUfr- 
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uid  oot  to  be  proud.     It  may  be  all  the  better  for  as  femalee 
lliat  rolers  are  given  to  us  here,  in  the  persona  of  our  liusbanda." 
"  Anna  Updyke,  do  jou  marr;  John  WUmeter  with  the  feel- 
ing iJiat  be  is  to  rule  ?     You  overlook  the  signs  of  the  times, 

*  the  ways  of  the  hour,  child,  if  you  do  aught  so  weak  '  Look 
arouud  you,  and  see  how  everybody,  almost  everything,  is  be- 
coming independent,  our  sex  included.  Formerly,  aa  I  have 
beard  elderly  persons  say,  if  a  woman  suffered  in  her  domeHtia 
relations,  she  was  compelled  to  suffer  all.  The  quarrel  lasted  for 
a  life.  Now,  no  one  thinks  of  being  so  uoreasonablj  wrotcbed. 
No,  the  wronged  wife,  or  even  the  offended  wife  —  Monsieur  de 
Larocheforte  snuffs  abominably — abominably— yes,  abominably 
—  but  no  wife  is  obliged,  in  these  times  of  independence  and 

reason,  to  endure  a  snuffy  husband " 

"  No,"  broke  in  Dunscomb,  appearing  from  an  adjoining  path, 
"  she  has  only  to  pack  up  her  spoons  and  be  off.  The  Code  can 
never  catch  her.  If  it  could  on  one  page,  my  life  for  it  there  is 
a  hole  for  her  to  get  out  of  ita  grasp  on  the  nest.  Your  servant, 
ladies;  I  have  been  obliged  to  overhear  more  of  your  conversa- 
tion than  was  intended  for  my  ears,  perhaps  [  these  paths  running 
so  close  to  each  other,  and  you  being  so  animated — and  now,  I 
mean  to  take  an  old  man's  privilege,  and  speak  my  mind.  In 
the  first  place,  I  shall  deal  with  the  agreeable.  Anna,  my  love, 
Jack  is  a  lucky  fellow — far  luckier  than  he  deserves  to  be.  You 
carry  the  right  sentiment  into  wedlock.     It  is  the  right  of  the 

■hiubandito  be  the  head  of  his  fiimily;  and  the  wife  who  reMSts 
his  authority  is  neither  prudent  nor  a  Ohristiao.  H«  may  abuM 
it,  it  ia  true^;  but,  even  then,  bo  long  as  criminality  is  escaped,  it 
were  better  to  submit.  I  approve  of  every  word  you  have  uttered, 
dear,  and  thank  you  for  it  all  in  my  nephew's  name.  And  now, 
Mildred,  m  one  who  has  a  lighfr  to  advise  you,  by  iis, avowed 
ibw  for  yiMT  gcB&dii»>tber,  aad  reoent  close  eonnec^oa  witb  jMt- 
nl^  let  me  t<}U  you  what-I  thibk. of  (h»ss . (aiiiG^lea  tluATM 
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a<o#,  and  also  of  the  state  of  things  that  is  so  taat  growing  up 
tD  tbii)  couulry  Id  the  first  place,  be  ia  do  true  friend  of  youi 
Bex  who  t«acb(.3  it  this  doctrine  of  independence.  I  should  think 
—  it  is  true,  I  sm  onlj  a  bachelor,  and  have  no  experience  to 
back  me  —  but,  I  should  think  that  a  woman  who  truly  loves' 
her  husband,  would  find  a  delight  in  her  dependence — • — " 

"Ob  I  certainly  1"  exclaimed  Anna  —  biting  her  t^ingue  at  the 
next  instant,  and  blushing  scarlet  at  her  own  temerity. 

"I  understand  you,  ehild,  and  approve  again  —  but  there 
ooines  Jack,  and  I  shall  have  to  turn  you  over  to  him,  that  you 
may  receive  a  good  scoldiiig  from  head-quartera,  for  thia  abject 
servitude  feeling,  that  you  have  betrayed.  Go — go  —  bia  arm 
is  held  out  already —  and  harkee,  young  folk,  remember  that  a 
new  masim  in  morala  has  come  in  with  the  Code  —  'Principles 
depend  on  Circumstances.'  Thdt  is  the  rule  of  conduct  now-a- 
days— that,  and  anti-rentism,  aiii  'republican  simplicity,'  and 
the  'cup -and -saucer  law,"  and—  and — yes — and  the  ever^ 
blessed  Code!" 

DuDscomb  was  obliged  lo  stop  fur  breath,  which  gave  tlie 
young  couple  au  opportunity  tfi  w&lk  airay.  As  for  Mildred,  she 
stood  collected,  extremely  lady-like  in  mien,  but  with  a  slight 
degree  of  hauteur  expressed  in  her  countenance. 

"And  now,  air,  that  we  are  alone,"  she  said,  "permit  me  to 
inquire  what  my  part  of  the  lecture  is  to  be.  [  trust  you  will 
remember,  however,  that,  while  I  am  Mildred  Millington  by 
Dirth,  the  law  which  yon  so  much  reverence  and  admire,  makes 
me  Madame  de  Larocheforte." 

"  You  mean  ta  say  that  I  have  the  honour  of  converBicg  with 
li  married  woman  ?" 
■„    "  Exactly  so,  Mr.  Dunacomb." 
J  "1  comprehend  you,  m»'am,  and  shall  respect  your  podtioi. 
Saa  are  not  abcat  te  become  my  niece,  tad  I  can  dauu  no  right 
i»  PMaod itbe  bonnda  of- taeiiMap—i—r;'' ,.  .    <    j>  u, -j,-.:-'- ^ 
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"Nay,  my  dear  sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  say  this.  Ton  have 
every  right  to  advise.  To  ine,  you  have  been  a  steady  and  weli- 
jod^ng  fiiend,  and  this,  in  the  most  frying  circumstances.  I  sm 
ready  to  hear  jou,  sir,  in  deference,  if  not  in  your  beloved  hu 

"  That  which  E  have  to  say  refers  solely  to  your  own  happi- 
ness, Mildred.  Your  return  to, America  has,  I  fear,  been  most 
inopportune.  Among  other  innovations  that  are  making  on 
every  side  of  us,  even  to  the  verge  of  the  dissolution  of  civilized 
society,  comes  the  liberty  of  woman.  Need  I  tell  you,  what  will 
be  the  next  step  in  this  downward  career?" 

"  You  needs  mnst,  Mr.  Dunscomb — I  do  not  comprehend  you. 
— What  will  that  step  be  ?" 

"  Her  licentiousness.  No  woman  can  throw  off  the  most 
sacred  of  all  her  earthly  duties,  in  this  reckless  manner,  and 
hope  to  escape  from  the  doom  of  her  sex.  After  making  a  pro- 
per allowance  for  the  increase  of  population,  the  increase  in  sepa- 
rated married  people  is  getting  to  be  out  of  all  proportion. 
Scarce  a  month  passes  that  one  does  not  hear  of  some  wife  who 
has  left  her  husband,  secreted  herself  with  a  child  perhaps,  aa 
you  did,  in  some  farm-house,  passing  by  a  different  name,  and 
struggling  fot  her  rights,  as  she  imagines.  Trust  me,  Mildred, 
all  this  is  as  much  op|>0Bed  to  nature  as  it  is  to  prescribed  duties. 
That  young  woman  spoke  merely  what  an  inward  impulse,  that 
IB  incorporated  with  her  very  being,  prompted  her  to  utter.  A- 
most  excellent  mother — oh  1  what  a  blessing  is  that  to  one  of 
your  sex — how  necessary,  how  hea«;nlj,  how  holy  ! — an  eieel- 
lent  mother  has  left  her  in  ignorance  of  no  one  dnty,  and  he 
character  has  been  formed  in  what  I  shall  term  harmony  witi 
her  sei.  I  must  be  pldn,  Mildred — yon  have  not  enjoyed  this 
adTantage.  Deprived  of  your  parent  yonng,  knoMm  to  he  rich, 
and  transplanted  to  another  soil,  your  education  hag  necesssii^ 
been  entruBte4  to  hirelinga,  flatterers,  or  persoBS  iodi^raBt  «• 
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yonr  real  wen-I>eing;  those  who  have  consulted  most  the  reputa- 
tHH)  of  their  instruction,  and  have  paid  the  most  attention  to 
those  arte  which  sootieat  strike  the  eyCj  and  most  readily  attract 
admiration.     In  thia,  their  success  has  been  complete." 

"  While  you  think  it  has  not  been  so  much  so,  air,  in  more 
a»t«rial  things?"  said  the  laily,  haughtily. 

"  Let  me  be  sincere.  It  h  due  b)  my  relation  to  yon — to  youi 
grandmother— te  the  past— to  the  present  time.  I  know  the 
"blood  that  runs  in  your  veins,  Mildred.  You  are  self-willed  by 
descent,  rich  by  inherifance,  independent  by  the  folly  of  our 
legislaters.  Accident  has  brought  yon  home,  at  the  very  moment 
when  our  iU-conaidered  laws  are  unhinging  society  in  many  of  its 
most  pocred  interests;  and,  consulting  only  an  innate  propensity, 
you  have  ventured  to  separate  from  your  husband,  to  conceal 
yourself  in  a  cottage,  a  measure,  I  dare  say,  that  comported  well 
with  your  love  of  the  romantic " 

"  Not  BO — I  waa  oppreaaed,  annoyed,  unhappy  at  home,  and 
sought  refuge  in  that  cottage.  Mons,  de  Larocheforte  has  such 
ft  passion  for  snuiF! — He  uses  it  night  and  day." 

"Then  followed  the  serious  consequencea  which  involred  you 
in  »o  many  fearful  dangers " 

"  True,"  interrupted  the  lady,  laying  her  small,  gloved  hand 
bastjij  on  hia  arm — "very  true,  dear  Mr.  Dunscomb;  but  how 
deverlj  I  contrived  to  escape  them  all  1 — how  well  I  managed 
jonr  Mr.  Timms,  good  Mrs.  Gott,  the  pufiy,  pompous  sheriff, 
tfaet  wily  Williams  too,  whose  palm  felt  the  influence  of  my  gold 
— ob  1  the  eioitement  of  the  last  two  months  has  been  a  gift  of 
paradise  to  me,  and,  for  the  first  time  since  my  maixiage,  have  T 
known  what  true  bappin ess  was!" 

'..Dnueeoinh  turned,  >  astoniabed)  to  his  companion,  and  atared 
ber  in  .the  fiwe.  Neyer  war  the  countenance  more  lovely  tothe 
iWBorr  glance,  Uweye  brigl)t«t^  the  eheek  mih  ft  richer  glow 
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ifomanly  loveliness,  and  womanly  gracea;  bat  the  observant  ojf 
irf  the  lawyer  penetrated  beyond  all  these,  and  detected  the  nil' 
happy  spirit  which  had  gained  possesaion  of  a  tenement  bc 
lovely.  The  expresaiou  of  the  countenance  denoted  the  verj 
triumph  of  cunning.  We  pretend  not  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
arcana  of  nature,  to  be  able  to  detect  the  manner  in  which  Ihe 
moving  principles  prompt  to  good  or  evil,  but  we  must  i-eject  ail 
sacred  history,  and  no  small  portJOQ  of  profane,  sot  to  believe 
that  a^ncies  exist  that  are  not  visible  to  our  ordinary  senses; 
and  that  our  boasted  reason,  when  abandoned  to  its  own  support, 
becomes  the  victim  of  those  that  are  malign.  We  eare  not  bji 
what  names  these  agents  are  caSIed,  imps,  demons,  evil  spirits; 
or  evil  passions;  but  this  we  do  know,  let  him  beware  who  sufe. 
mils  tfl  their  coatrnl.  Better,  far  better,  were  it  that  such  an' 
one  had  never  been  bom  1 

Three  days  later  Mildred  MilHngton  was  in  a  state  that  lafE' 
no  doubt  of  her  infirmity.  The  lucid  intervals  were  long,  how- 
ever, and  at  such  times  her  mind  seemed  clear  enough  on  idl 
subjects  but  one.  Divorce  was  her  "  ruling  passion,"  and,  in- 
order  to  effect  her  purpose,  all  the  extraordinary  ingenuity  of  a 
most  fertile  mind  was  put  in  requisition.  Although' means  were 
promptly,  but  cautiously,  taken  to  see  that  she-did  not  squander 
her  lai^  pecuniary  resources,  Dunscomb  early  saw  that  they 
were  uncalled  for.  Few  persons  were  better  qualified  to  look, 
after  their  money  titan  was  this  unfortunate  lady,  in  the  midst' 
of  the  dire  visitation  tbat  intellectually  reduced  her  below  the 
level  of  most  around  her.  On  this  head  her  sagacity  was  t^. 
proof;  though  her  hand  was  not  el'osed  in  the  gripe  of  a  misery 
Aocustemed,  from  childhood,  to  a  Hberal  expenditure,,  she  was 
willing  still  to  use  the  means  that  an  inscrutable  Providence  had 
»  liberally  placed  in  her  way,  her  lergeBses-  and  her  eharitiee 
jonttnning  the  same  as  ever.  Down  to  tiK  pneseat  motnont  th* 
fnnd-hdder,  the  owner  of  town  property,  the  Mortgagee,  and  ti» 
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trader  is  allowed  to  enjoy  his  own,  without  any  direct  interfercnoe 
of  the  demagogue  with  his  rights;  but  how  much  longer  thi^ 
exception  ia  to  last,  is  known  only  to  tie  Being  who  directs  the 
deslinieB  of  nations;  or,  at  least,  not  to  any  who  are  now  on 
earth,  surrounded  equally  by  the  infirmities  and  ignorance  of  the 
present  state. 

But  Mildred  was,  and  is  yet,  permitted  to  exercise  her  rights 
over  her  own  property,  though  care  ia  had  to  see  that  no  undue 
advanliige  Is  taken  of  her  sex,  years,  and  ignorance.  Beyond 
this  her  control  was  not  disputed,  and  she  was  suffered  to  manage 
her  own  affwrs.  She  set  about  the  matter  of  a  divorce  with  the 
whole  energy  of  her  nature,  and  the  cunning  of  her  malady. 
Tiujius  was  again  summoned  to  her  ser\ice,  unknown  to  Duns- 
comb,  who  would  never  have  winked  at  the  measures  that  were 
taken,  though  so  much  in  accordance  with  "  the  ways  of  the 

Provided  with  proper  credentials,  this  managing  agent  sought 
Ui  interview  with  Mons.  de  Laxocheforte,  a  worn-out  debauchee 
of  eome  rank,  who,  aooth  to  say,  had  faulta  even  graver  than  that 
of  faking  snuff.  Notwithstanding  the  great  persona!  attractions 
of  Mildred,  the  motive  for  marrying  her  bad  been  money :  as  is 
nsnaJly  the  case  in  a  very  great  proportion  of  the  connections  of 
the  old  world,  among  persons  of  condition.  Love  is  to  succeed, 
imd  not  to  precede,  matrimony.  Mildred  had  been  taught  that 
leeaon,  and  grievously  had  she  been  disappointed.  The  snaff 
got  into  her  eyes.  Mone.  de  Laroeheforte  —  Mons.  le  Vicomte 
as  he  had  been,  and  was  still  determiaed  to  be,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility will  be,  in  spite  of  all  the  French  "republican  simplicity" 
that  was  ever  summoned  to  a  nation's  rescue — Mons.  ie  Vicomte 
was  directly  approached  by  Timms,  and  a  proposal  made  that  be 
flhonld  put  himself  in  a  condition  to  be  divorced,  for  a  stipulated 
pnee.  Notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Attorney- 
QMtera]  oC  .^is  gFe«t  stAtef  «f  the  European  aristocraey,  and 
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who  ia  so  ever^  way  qualified  to  give  suuij  au  opioion,  ej  ojieio 
IB  it  might  be,  Moas.  de  liarochefortc  declined  leading  himself 
to  50  yile  a  proposition,  Frenchman  and  noble  as  he  was.  Nor 
did  the  husband  beneve  that  the  discreditable  proposal  eame  from 
his  wife.  He  compelled  Timma  to  admit  as  much,  under  a, 
menace  of  losing  his  case.  That  worthy  was  puzzled  at  this  re- 
sult, for  he  had  made  the  proposal  on  his  "  own  hook,"  as  be 
afterwards  esplained  the  matter  to  Williams,  in  the  fullest  con- 
fidence of  "republican  simplicity,"  and  was  astonished  at  meeting 
with  the  self-respect  of  a  gentleman,  if  with  no  very  elevated 
principles  in  a  nobleman  !  It  was  accordingly  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  some  other  mode  of  proceeding. 

Luckily  for  the  views  of  Timms  and  his  fair  client,  one  oaji 
scarcely  go  amiss  in  this  country,  when  a  divorce  ia  desired. 
Although  a  few  of  the  older  states  remain  reasonably  inflesibla 
on  this  subject,  in  some  respects  latreasonably  so,  indeed,  they 
are  generally  surrounded  by  communities  that  are  more  indulgent. 
By  means  of  some  hocus  pocuB  of  the  law,  that  we  pretend  not 
to  explain,  the  names  of  Gabriel  Jules  Vincent  Jean  Baptiste  do 
Larocheforto  ads.  Mildred  de  Larocheforte,  were  just  be^nning 
to  steal  on  the  dawn  of  the  newspapers,  in  a  case  that,  ere  long, 
might  blaze  in  the  meridian  of  gossip. 

Dunscomb  frowned,  and  reproached,  but  it  was  loo  late  to  recede. 
He  haa  told  Mildred,  and  he  has  told  Timms,  that  nuptial  ffiote 
tied  in  one  community,  cannot  be  so  readily  unloosed  in  anolber, 
as  many  imagine ;  and  that  there  must,  at  least,  be  good  faith  — 
the  animus  revertendi  —  in  the  change  of  residence  that  usually 
precedes  the  application.  But  money  is  very  powerful,  and 
iimooths  a  thousand  difficulties.  No  one  could  predict  the  termi- 
nation ;  and,  aa  the  vicomte;  though  only  to  be  approached  in  ft 
more  delicate  way  than  that  adopted  by  Timma,  was  as  tired  of  the 
oonneotion  as  his  wife,  and  was  very  anxione  to  obtain  a  larger 
ibaie  of  tbe  fortune  than  the  "cap  and  Bfnioer"  Jaw  wilt  gife 
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hiiu,  it  nusby  noiueaDS  improbable  tliat  the  end  of  tiie  a&ir  voold 
be  a  quasi  divorce,  that  would  at  least  enable  each  partj  to  take  h)8 
or  her  owQ  course,  without  fear  of  moleatatioii  from  the  other. 

In  the  mean  time,  Milliagtun  was  marrisd  very  shortly  afler 
the  trul  The  enga^'oient  had  not  been  long,  but  the  partiea 
had  known  e.ich  other  iiitimittely  fur  years.  The  briJfgrouni,  in 
one  sense,  was  the  liead  of  his  family,  though  by  no  means  pos- 
Hesscd  of  its  largest  fortune.  In  this  character,  it  devolved  on 
bim  to  care  for  the  interests  of  his  fair  relative.  Althoii£;h  as 
much  opposed  as  Dunscomb  to  the  course  she  was  taking,  be  did 
not  shrink  from  his  duties  as  a  relative ;  and  it  is  understood 
that  hii  house  is  Mildred's  home  when  in  town.  Rattletrap 
opened  its  hospitable  doors  to  tbe  unf"rtunalf  woman,  whenever 
ehe  choae  to  visit  tbe  place;  and  Timbully  has  also  cl^ms  on 
her  time  and  presence. 

Dunscomb  announced  his  intention  to  retire  ftcm  practice  at 
the  end  of  a  twelvemonth,  the  morning  that  IMichael  and  Sarah 
were  married.  In  the  intervening  time,  John  Wilmeter  and  his 
new  nephew  were  received  as  partners,  and  the  worthy  bachelor 
ia  now  sedulously  but  silently  transferring  as  respectable  and 
profitable  a  list  of  clients,  as  any  man  in  the  courts  can  claim. 
.  His  own  advice  is  promised,  at  all  times,  to  his  old  friends;  and, 
SB  not  a  Eoui  has  objected,  and  the  young  men  bid  fair,  there  is 
ev«^  rea^n  to  hope  that  naeful  and  profitable  labour  will  keep 
both  out  of  miaobiet 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 


^Some  corate  has  penn 
And  jron  have  studied 


The  dftj  set  apart  for  the  naptiala  of  John  Wilmeter  and 
Anna  Updjke  finally  atTlved.  The  ceremony  was  to  take  place 
in  a  little  church  that  had  stood,  time  out  of  mind,  in  the 
immediate  neighhourhood  of  TimbuUy."  Thia  church  waa  colo- 
nial in  its  origin,  and,  while  so  much  around  it  has  undergone 
vital  changes,  there  stands  that  little  temple,  reared  in  honour 
of  Oroi,  in  its  simplicity,  uapretending  yet  solid  and  durable 
wchitecture,  resemhling,  in  all  these  particulars,  the  faith  it  was 
erected  to  sustain.  Among  the  other  ways  of  the  hour  that  are 
worthy  of  our  notice,  the  church  itself  has  sustained  many  rude 
shocks  of  late  —  shocks  from  within  as  well  as  from  without 
The  Father  of  Lies  has  been  roving  through  its  flocks  with 
renewed  malice,  damaging  the  shepherds,  perhaps,  quite  as  much 
as  the  sheep,  and  doing  things  hitherto  unheard  of  in  the  brief 
annals  of  Amerioaa  Ecclesiastical  History.  Although  we  deeply 
regret  this  state  of  things,  we  feel  no  alarm.  The  hand  which 
first  reared  this  moral  fabric  will  be  certwn  to  protect  it  as  far  as 
that  protection  shall  he  for  its  good.  It  has  already  effected  a 
great  reform.  The  trumpet  is  no  longer  blown  in  Zion  in  our 
own  honour ;  to  boast  of  the  effects  of  a  particular  discipline ;  to 
imnounce  the  consequences  of  order,  and  of  the  orders ;  or,  in 
short,  to  proclaim  a  superiority  that  belongs  only  to  the  Head 
of  ill  tbe  churehes,  let  them  be  farther  from,  or  nearer  to,  what 
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lire  eoQsidcred  distinctive  principlea.  What  the  ohureh  ia  now 
enduring  the  country  itself  moat  sadly  v&nta,  —  a  lesabn  in 
humility  j  a  diatnist  of  self,  a  greater  dependence  on  that  wisdom 
which  comes,  not  from  the  voices  of  the  people,  not  from  th« 
bollot-boxea,  not  from  the  halls  of  senates,  from  heroes,  ^lA- 
likes,  or  stereotyped  opinions,  but  from  above,  the  tbrone  of  the 
Most  High. 

In  one  of  those  little  temples  reared  by  our  fathera  in  the 
lays  of  the  monarchy,  when,  in  truth,  greater  republican  aim- 
^iiaty  really  reigned  among  us,  in  a  thousand  things,  than  reigns 
lo-daj,  the  bridal  party  from  TimbuUy  was  aaaembled  at  an  early 
hour  of  the  morning.  The  company  was  not  large,  though  it 
aeceasarily  included  moat  of  the  nearest  relativea  of  the  bride  and 
gream.  ©unacomb  was  there,  as  were  Millington  and  hia  wife; 
3r.  and  .Mrs.  McBrain,  of  course,  and  two  or  three  other  rela- 
tions on  the  side  of  the  bride's  father,  besides  Mildred.  It  wag 
n)  be  a  private  wedding,  a  thing  that  is  fast  getting  to  be  for- 
gotten. Extravagance  and  parade  have  taken  such  deep  root 
ijiong  us  that  young  people  scarce  consider  themsolvea  legally 
uaited  unless  there  are  sis  bride's  maida,  one,  in  particular,  to 
"piJ]  off  the  glove;"  aa  many  attendants  of  the  other  sex,  and 
lum^  vbiae  or  four  hundred  friends  in  the  evening,  to  bow  and 
jurtsy  before  tbe  young  oouple,  utter  a  few  Words  of  nonsense, 
ind  go  their  way  to  bow  and  curtsy  somewhere  else. 

There  was  nothing  of  this  at  Tirabully,  on  that  wedding-day, 
Dnnsoomb  Rud  hia  nephew  drove  over  from  Rattletrap,  early  in 
(he  morning,  even  while  the  dew  was  glittering  on  the  meadows, 
md  M'illingt<>a  and  his  wife  met  them  at  a  cross-road,  less  than 
B  mile  from  McBrain'a  country-house.  The  plaoe  of  readezvoua 
was  at  the  church  itself,  aad  thither  the  several  vehicles  directed 
Aeit  way.  ,  Dunscomb  was  just  io  time  to  band  Mildred  from 
her  very  complete  travelling-carriage,  of  which  the  horses  wero 
19  ft  foam,  having  been  driven  hard  all  tbe  way  from   tovn. 
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[dBt  of  lAl,  appeared  Slepben  Hoof,  driviag  the  verj  reapeotable- 
looking  Rockaway  of  Mrs.  McBrMn — we  were  on  tha  point  of 
writing  bis  "  master,"  but  tbere  ore  no  longer  any  '  masters '  ia 
New  York.  Stepheo,  himself,  who  had  uob  a  spark  of  pride, 
except  ID  his  horses,  and  who  was  really  much  attached  to  the 
person  he  served,  always  spoke  of  liie  doctor  as  his  "  boss." 
Jack  Wilmeter,  somewhat  of  a  wag,  had  perplexed  the  honest 
coachman,  on  a  cert^n  occasion,  by  telling  him  that  "boss"  was 
the  Latin  for  "  ox,"  and  that  it  was  beneath  bis  dignity  to  be 
using  Pill  and  Pole-«s  (Bolus)  to  drag  about  "oxen."  But 
Stephen  recovered  from  (his  shock  in  due  time,  and  has  gone  on 
ever  since,  calling  his  master  "  boss."  We  suppose  this  touch 
of  "  republican  simplicity "  will  maintain  its  ground  along 
with  the  other  sacred  principles  that  certain  persons  hold  on  to 
so  tightly  that  they  suffer  others,  of  real  importanoe,  to  slip 
through  their  fingers. 

Stephen  was  proud  of  his  office  that  day.  He  liked  bis  new 
mistress — there  are  no  bossesses — and  he  particularly  liked  Miss 
Anna.  His  horses  were  used  a  good  deal  more  than  formerly, 
it  is  true ;  but  this  he  rather  liked  too,  having  lived  under  the 
regimes  of  the  two  first  Mrs.  McBraio.  He  was  doubly  satisfied 
because  bis  team  came  in  fresh,  without  having  a  hair  tnruod, 
while  that  of  Madam,  as  all  the  domestics  now  called  Mildred, 
were  white  with  foam.  Stephen  took  no  account  of  the  differ- 
ence in  .the  distance,  as  he  conceived  that  a  careful  coachman 
would  have  had  his  "  boss"  up  early  enough  to  get  over  the 
frround  in  due  seaaon,  without  all  this  hiiste.  Little  did  he  no- 
derstand  the  bossess  that  bis  brother-whip  had  to  humour.  8h»' 
nud  high,  and  had  things  her  own  way. 

Anna  thought  Stephen  had  never  driven  so  faat  b»'In  dld^ 
that  momiug.  The  doctor-  handed  hw  from  the  carriage,  lead* 
mf  her  and  hb  wif«  dijMctly  up  to  the  altar.  Here  the  party 
WM  met  by  John  and  .bis  unolsf  tba  latter  of  wbom.&oetiooBhr 
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staled  himself  tbe  "groomsman."  It  is  a  ceremony  much  idora 
aasitj  done  than  undone — great  as  the  fiieilitiea  for  the  last  are 
getting  to  be.  Id  about  five  minutes,  John  Wilmeter  and  Anna 
Updyke  were  pronounced  to  be  "ODO  flesh."  In  five  minutes 
more,  Jack  had  his  sweet,  smiling,  hajjpy,  tearful  bride,  in  big 
own  light  vehicle,  and  was  trotting  away  towards  a  pretty  little 
place  in  Westchester,  that  he  owns,  and  which  was  all  ready  to 
receive  the  young  oouple.  The  ponies  seemed  to  underatand 
their  duty,  and  soon  carried  the  bride  &nA  bridegroom  out  of 
sight. 

"  Them  'b  awful  trotters,  them  nags  of  Mr.  Jack  Wilmington's," 
aaid  Stephen,  a3  the  double  phaeton  whirled  away  from  the  <;hurch 
door,  "and  if  Miss  Anny  doesn't  disapprove  on  'em,  afore  long, 
I'm  DO  judge  of  a  team.  I'm  glad,  however,  the  young  gen- 
tleman has  married  into  our  family,  for  he  does  liko  a  boss,  and 
the  gentlemao  that  likes  a  boss  commonly  likes  his  vift." 

His  remark  was  overheard  by  Dunscomb,  though  intended 
only  for  the  ears  of  the  counsellor's  coachman.  It  drew  an  an- 
swer, a9  might  have  been  foreseen. 

"  I  am  glad  you  approve  of  the  connexion,  Stephen,"  swd  the 
counsellor  in  his  good-natured  way.  "It  is  a  great  satisfaction 
to  know  that  my  nephew  goes  among  friends." 

"  Fri'nds,  Sir  1  Admirers  is  a  better  tarm.  I'm  a  downright 
admirer  of  Mr.  Jack,  he  "s  sich  tastes;  always  with  his  dog,  oi 
his  gun,  or  bis  boss,  in  the  oountry;  and  I  dares  to  say,  with 
his  books  in  town." 

"Not  just  all  that,  Stephen;  I  wish  it  were  ho;  but  truth 
tompels  me  to  own  that  the  yonng  rogue  thinks  quite  as  much 
of  balls,  and  suppers,  and  tailors,  and  the  opera,  as  he  does  of 
Ooke  ftpoa  Lyttleten,  or  Blackstone  and  Kent." 

'"Veil,  that's  wrong,"  answered  Stepben,  "and  I'll  uphold 
W  man  in  Tot's  wrong,  eo  long  as  1  can  do  better.  1  kiioir*il 
both  them  neers,  bavinf;  heard  tell  (m  'em  tt  the  dine  thvf  'iSt 
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ran,  aod  I've  heard  good  judgfis  say,  that  timed  the  hossus,  that 
Kent  come  in  oeck  and  neck,  if  juetiee  had  been  done.  Air. 
Jauk  will  rectiiy,  and  come  to  eee  the  truth  afore  long — matter- 
uiony  will  do  that  much  for  him.  It's  a  great  help  to  the  seek- 
>rs  arter  truth,  is  mattermonj,  sir  '." 

"That  is  the  reason  yon  bave  so  ranch  of  it  at  TimbQlly,  I 
suppose,"  returned  Dunacomb,  nodding  familiarly  towards  hia 
friiiud  the  Doctor,  who  had  heard  all  that  was  said.  "If  matri- 
mony rectifies  in  this  way,  you  must  be  three  times  right  at 
homo,  Stephen." 

"  Yes,  sir,"  answered  the  coachman,  nodding  his  head  id 
rcplj';  "  and  when  a  body  does  better  and  better,  aa  often  aa  he 
trieSj  there's  no  great  harm  Id  trying.  Mr.  Jack  vitl  ootse 
round,  in  time." 

"  I  dare  say  he  will,  Stepheo,  when  he  has  sown  all  his  wild 
oats;  though  the  dog  pretends  to  like  the  Code,  and  what  is 
more,  has  the  impudence  to  say  he  understands  it." 

"  Yes,  sir,  all  wrong,  1  dares  to  asy.  But  Misa  Anna  will  se! 
him  right,  as  a  righter  young  lady  never  aat  on  the  back  seat  of 
a  coach.  I  wish,  now  we  're  on  the  subject,  'Squire  Dunscomb, 
to  hear  your  ra'al  opinion  about  them  vild  oatsj  vether  they  be 
a  true  thing,  or  merely  a  fancy  consarning  some  vegetable  that 
looks  like  the  true  feed.  I  've  ofl«n  heard  of  sich  things,  but 
never  seed  any." 

"Not  will  you,  Stephen,  unljl  the  doctor  turns  short  round, 
and  renews  hi^'  youth.  Then,  indeed,  you  may  see  some  of  the 
graio  growing  beneath  your  feet.     It  is  doctor's  food. 

"  Meshy,  and  good  for  the  grinders  of  old  hoeses,  1  daresito 

"  Something  of  the  sort.  It  'a  the  harvest  that  age  reaps  frpm 
the  broad-cast  of  youth.  But  we  are  keeping  Mrs.  McBntin 
waiting.  Stephen  will  t^e  ooe  less  back  with  him,  thM  kfi 
I)ioiight,  my  dear  lady."  :  .„ 
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"  ]  trust  not  Mr.  McBrain  has  given  me  reason  to  hope  fen 
the  pleasure  of  your  company.  Your  nephew  haa  carried  off 
my  daughter;  the  leaBt  you  can  do  is  to  come  and  consola 
me." 

"  What  ia  thea  to  become  of  that  dear,  but  unfortunate  young 
lady  ?"  glancing  towards  Mildred. 

"  She  goes  with  her  relativeB,  the  Millingtons.  Next  week, 
we  are  all  to  meet  at  Rattletrap,  you  know." 

The  ucst  week  the  meeting  took  place,  as  appointed. 

"  Here  I  am,"  cried  Dunscomb,  "  truly  and  finally  a  bachelor, 
again.  Now  for  the  reign  of  misrule,  negligence,  and  bad  house- 
keeping. Sarah  baa  left  me;  and  John  has  left  me;  and  Rat- 
tletrap will  soon  become  the  chosen  seat  of  discomfort  ami 
cynicism." 

"  Never  the  fast,  I  should  think,"  answered  Madame  do  La- 
rocheforte,  gaily,  "as  long  as  you  are  il»  master.  But  why 
should  you  dwell  alone  here,  in  your  declining  years — why  may 
I  not  come  and  be  your  housekeeper." 

"  The  offer  is  tempting,  comiog,  as  it  does,  from  one  who  can- 
not keep  house  for  herself.  But  you  think  of  returning  to 
Europe,  I  bebeveF" 

"  Never — or  not  bo  long  as  my  own  country  is  so  indulgent  to 

"  Why,  yes — you  are  right  enough  in  that,  Mildred.  This  is 
woman's  paradise,  in  a  certain  sense,  truly ;  though  much  less 
attention  is  paid  to  their  weakness  and  wants,  by  the  affluent, 
than  jn  other  lands.  In  every  Christian  country  but  this,  I  be- 
fieve,  a  wife  may  be  compelled  to  do  her  doty.  Here  she  ia  free 
KB  the  air  she  breathes,  so  long  as  she  has  a  care  not  to  offend  in 
otie  eaiential.  No,  you  are  right  to  remain  at  home,  in  youi 
dStnimatanoei;  that  is  to  say,  if  you  still  insist  on  your  mistak«i 
iadbpendencb;  a  conditjon  in  irilioh  nature  never  intended  yma 
«sx  to  eziat"  ^'  "* 
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"And  yourself,  sir  I  Did  not  nature  a&  much  intend  tbiil  you 
Bhontd  marry,  as  another  ?" 

"  It  did,"  answered  Dunscomb,  soleranly;  "and  I  would  have 
discharged  the  ohiigation,  had  it  been  Jn  my  power.  You  well 
know  why  I  have  never  been  a  husband — the  happy  parent  of  » 
happy  family." 

Mildred's  eyes  swam  with  tears.  She  had  heard  the  histoiy 
of  her  grandmother's  caprice,  and  had  justly  appreciated  the 
wrongs  of  Dunscomb.  This  it  was  not  difficult  for  her  to  do,  in 
the  case  of  third  parties,  even  while  so  obtuse  on  the  subject  of 
her  own  duties.  She  took  the  hand  of  her  companion,  by  a 
stealthy  and  unexpected  movement,  and  raised  it  still  more  un- 
expectedly to.  her  lips.  Dunscomb  started;  turned  hia  quick 
glance  on  her  face,  where  he  read  all  her  contrition  and  regret-' 
It  was  by  tUfse  sudden  eshibitions  of  right  feeling/  and  corrov 
judgment,  that  Madame  de  Larocheforle  was  able  to  maintain 
her  position.  The  proofs  of  insanity  were  so  limited  in  the 
range  of  ita  influence,  occurred  so  rarely,  now  she  was  surrounded 
by  those  who  really  took  an  interest  in  her,  and  this  not  for  the 
Bake  of  her  money,  but  for  her  own  sake,  that  her  feelings  had 
become  softened,  and  she  no  longer  regarded  men  and  women  as 
beings  placed  near  her,  to  prey  on  her  means  and  M  |«rsecute 
her.  By  thus  giving  her  affections  scope,  ber  mind  was  gradu- 
ally getting  to  be  easier,  and  her  physical  existence  improved. 
McBrain  was  of  opinion  that,  with  care,  and  with  due  attentjoa 
to  avoid  esciteroent  and  distasteful  subjects,  her  reason  might 
Bgun  be  seated  on  its  throne,  and  bring  all  the  faculties  of  be* 
mind  in  subjection  to  it.  .1 

At  length  the  time  for  the  visit  of  the  young  people  arrived 
Anxious- to  see  happy  faces  assembled  around  him,  Bunscomlt 
had  got  Mildred,  the  McBrwns,  and  the  Millingtons,  at  RatUe- 
tnf,  bi  do  honour  to  the  bride  and  grootn.  Good  Mrs.  Gott  had 
not  been  overlooked,  and  by  an  accident,  Tirama  drove,  in  st  the 
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gate,  juBt  aa  the  whole  party,  including  Jack  and  htg  blootniD^ 
wife,  were  sitting  down  to  a  late  breaifest.  The  counsellor  wel- 
comed his  man  of  all  work,  for  haoit  renders  us  less  fastidious 
in  our  associations  t'uin  most  of  us  imagine. 

TimniB  was  very  complimentary  to  both  of  the  young  couples, 
and  in  a  slight  degree  witty,  agreeably  to  his  own  mode  of  re- 
garding the  offepring  of  that  effort  of  the  imagination. 

"  What  do  you  think  of  Williams's  getting  married,  'Squire 
Dunscomb?"  the  attorney  asked.  "There's  a  man  for  matri- 
mony I     He  regards  women  and  niggers  as  inferior  beings." 

"  Pray  how  do  yon  regard  them,  Timms  1  The  women  only, 
I  suppose  f" 

"  Oh  !  dear,  no,  'Squire ;  as  far  as  possible  from  that !  I  reve- 
rence the  ladies,  without  whom  our  state  in  this  life  would  be  — " 

"Single  —  I  suppose  you  wish  to  say.  Yes,  that  is  a  very 
sensible  remark  of  yours  —  without  women  we  should  certainly 
all  gel  to  be  old  bachelors,  iu  time.  But,  Timms,  it  is  proper 
that  I  should  be  frank  with  yon.  Mildred  de  Ijarocheforte  may 
manage  to  get  a  divorce,  by  means  of  some  of  lie  quirks  of  the 
law ;  but  were  she  to  be  proclaimed  single,  by  sound  of  trumpet, 
she  would  never  marry  you." 

"  Tou  are  sharp  on  me  this  morning,  sir;  no  one  but  the  Indy, 
hei'self,  can  say  that." 

"  There  you  are  mistaken.  I  hum  it,  and  am  ready  to  pve 
my  reasons  for  what  I  say." 

"I  should  be  pleased  t<i  hear  them,  sir  —  always  respect  your 
reasoning  powers,  though  I  think  no  man  can  say  who  a  lady 
will  or  will  not  marry." 

"In  the  first  place,  she  docs  not  like  you.  That  is  one  Bti£- 
(dent  reason,  Timms — " 

"  Her  dislike  may  be  overcome,  ar." 

"Her  tastes  are  very  refined.  She  dialikes  her  prraent  ha^. 
Moidpriiicipally  beoaase  he  takes  siinff." 
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"Iflliffuld  have  thought  she  might  have 'discovered  herfceli^igs 
3D  that  Hubjeet,  before  she  went  eo  far." 

"Not  as  they  manage  matlera  in  Europe.     There,  the  suitor 

.  is  not  permitted  to  kiss  his  intended,  as  so  often  happens  among 

OHTselves,  I  fancy;  and  she  had  no  opportunity  of  aHcertaining 

kow  unpleasant  snaff  is.     You  chew  and  smoke,  and  she  will 

endure  neither." 

"I'll  forswear  both,  rather  than  not  be  agreeable  to  dear 
Mary  Monaon." 

"  Ah  1  my  poor  Timms,  I  see  yon  are  deeper  in  this  a^r  than 
I  had  supposed.  But  I  shall  turn  you  over  to  Mrs.  Gott,  whoi 
has  promised  to  have  an  explanation  with  you,  and  who,  I  be- 
lieve, will  speak  by  authority." 

Timms  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  see  his  old  master  very 
nnceremoniously  leave  him,  and  the  sberiiF's  wife  occupy  bis  place. 

"  'Squire  Timma,"  the  latter  commenced,  without  a  moment's 
hesitation,  "  we  live  in  &  very  strange  world,  it  must  be  admitted. 
Glott  says  as  much  aa  this,  and  Gott  is  commonly  right.  He- 
always  maintained  he  never  should  be  called  on  to  hang  Mary 
Monson." 

"  Mr.  Gott  is  a  very  prudent  man,  but  he  would  do  well  to 
take  more  care  of  his  keys." 

"I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out  how  that  was  donel  Mary 
langhs  when  I  ask  her,  and  says  it  was  witchcraft;  I  sometimes' 
think  it  mttsl  have  been  something  of  the  sort." 

"It  was  money,  Mrs.  Gott,  which  kept  Goodwin  concealed 
to  the  last  moment,  and  brought  about  half  of  all  that  hap- 

"  Yon  knew  that  Peter  Goodwin  was  alive,  and  bid  up  at  Mrs. 
Horton's  ?"  ' 

"  I  was  as  much  surprised,  when  he  entered  the  court,  as  any  one 
there.    My  client  managed  it  all  for  herself.     She,  and  her  gold." 

"  Well,  you  have  the  credit  of  h,  limine,  let  me  t«li  yon,-  tAS 
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jianj  in  the  oouDtj  tbiok  it  was  very  well  done.  I  am  joni 
friend,  and  ever  have  been.  You  stood  by  Gott  like  a  man,  at 
ttia  election,  and  I  honour  joa  for  it.  So  I  am  about  to  give 
you  a  great  "ptoot  of  my  frieudsbip.  Give  up  all  thoughts  of 
Mary  Monson  ;  sbe'll  never  have  you." 

"  What  reasons  have  you  for  saying  this  ?" 

"In  the  fii^  place,  she  ia  married  already." 

"  She  may  get  a  divorce.  Besides,  her  present  husband  is 
not  a  citizen,'  If  T  go  to  the  senate,  I  intend  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  prevent  any  but  citizens  getting  married.  If  foreigners  want 
wives,  let  them  be  naturaliaed  1" 

"  Yon  talk  like  a  simpleton  1  Another  reason  why  you  should 
not  think  of  Mary  Monson  is  that  you  are  unsuited  to  be  ber 
husband  f" 

"  In  what  particular,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  ?" 

"  Oh  I  in  several.  You  are  both  too  sharpj  and  would  quarcel 
ftbont  your  wit,  in  the  very  first  month,"  returned  Mrs.  Qott, 
laughing.  "Take  my  advice,  Timms,  and  east  your  eyes  on 
some  Ihike'a  county  young  woman,  who  has  a  natur'  more  like 
your  own." 

Timns  growled  ont  a  dissent  to  this  very  rational  proposition, 
but  the  discnssion  was  carried  on  for  some  time  longer.  The 
woman  made  an  impression  at  last,  and  when  the  attorney  left 
the  house,  it  was  with  greatly  lessened  hopes  f<n  the  future,  and 
with  greatly  IcBsened  zeal  on  the  subject  of  the  divorce. 

It  was  singular,  perhaps,  that  Mrs.  Gott  had  not  del«eteiJ  the 
great  secret  of  Mary  Monson's  insanity.  So  many  persons  are 
going  up  and  down  tbe  country,  who  are  mad  on  partici^ai  siib- 
ijeota,  and  sane  on  most  others,  that  it  is  not  surprising  tbe  in- 
teltigence  and  blandishniente  of  a  woman  like  Mildred  should 
Arow  dust  into  the  eyes  of  one  as  eimj^miuded  as  Mrs.  CtotL 
With  the  world  at  lai^,  indeei^  the  equivoque  was  kept  vji,  aud 
wbiFe-niany  thoxght  the  lady  vwy  q^eer,  only  a  fewsB8ppQ.t^,the 
tntb.     It  may  be  fortouate  for  hAA  of  ns  that  writa  of  Inmu^ 
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are  not  taken  out  agunst  us :  few  men,  or  women,  being  undfir 
the  ocHitrol  d  a  good,  healthful  reason  at  all  times,  and  on  all 
jtsbjects. 

Id  ose  particular.  Mad.  de  Laroehefort  was  singularly  situated. 
She  was  surrouuded,  in  her  ordioary  associatious,  with  tiewl^ 
married  pereons,  who  were  each  and  all  atreiiaoufllj  resolved  to 
regard  the  relation  id  the  most  favouraWc  point  of  view  !  Per- 
haps there  is  nothing  on  earth  that  so  nearly  resembles  the  pure 
happinesa  of  the  blessed,  as  the  felicity  that  succeeds  the  entire 
union  of  two  hearts  that  are  wrapped  up  in  each  other.  Such 
persons  live  principally  for  theniseives,  regarding  the  world  at 
large  aa  little  more  than  tbeir  abiding  place.  The  affinity  of 
leeljng,  iJie  community  of  thought,  the  steadily  increasing  confi- 
dence which,  in  the  end,  almost  ineorpoi-atea  the  moral  existence 
of  two  into  one,  are  so  many  new  and  precious  ties,  that  it  is  not 
wonderful  the  novices  believe  they  are  transplanted  to  a  new  and 
ethereal  state  of  being.  Sueh  was,  in  a  measure,  the  condition 
of  diose  with  whom  Mildred  was  now  called  on  to  associate  most 
intimately.  It  is  true,  that  the  state  of  the  doctor  aud  his  wife 
might  be  characterized  as  only  b^^py,  while  those  of  the  >ouag 
people  amounted  to  abBOlut«  felicity.  Mildred  bad  experienced 
none  of  the  last,  and  very  little  of  the  first,  on  the  occasion  of  her 
own  marriage,  which  had  been  entered  int<i  more  as  a  contract 
of  reason,  than  a  union  of  love.  She  saw  how  much  she  had 
missed,  and  profound  waa  IJie  grief  it  occadoued  her. 

"  YoD  seem  very  happy,"  she  remarked  one  day  to  Anna,  as 
they  were  ag^n  threading  the  pretty  little  wood  at  Rattletrap — 
"more  than  that — delighted  would  be  a  better  word.'- 

"  Jai]k  is  very  kind  lo  me,  and  the  only  complaint  I  have  to 
make  of  him  is,  that  he  is  more  fond  of  me  than  I  deserve.  ..-I 
tell  him  I  tremble  lest  our  happiness  may  not  laatl" 

"  Enjoy  it  while  you  may.  It  is  so  rare  to  find  married  p*p- 
■ODB  who  are  so  completely  devoted  t«  each  other,  that  it  ia 
t  pleasant  sight  to  look  upon.    I  never  knew  any  of  tiiis,  Abdb."  ^ 
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"  I  regret  to  hear  it,  dear  manijua — it  must  be  that  you  began 
wrong.  There  should  be  a  strong  attachment  before  the  nuptial 
benediction  is  pronounced;  then,  with  good  hearts,  and  good 
principles,  I  should  think  almost  anj  woman  might  be  content 
with  her  fal«." 

"It  maj  be  so,"  returned  Mildred,  with  a  profound  sigh;  "I 
suppose  it  musl  be  so.  We  are  created  by  God,  to  fulfil  these 
kind  offices  to  each  other,  and  to  love  our  husbands ;  and  there 
must  be  souiething  very  wrong  when  difi'erent  results  follow. 
For  myself,  I  ought  never  to  have  married  at  all.  My  spirit  is 
too  independent  for  matrimony." 

Anna  was  silent;  for,  possibly,  she  might  have  read  "head- 
strong" for  "independent,"  The  most  truly  independent  think- 
ers are  those  who  are  willing  to  regard  all  sides  of  a  subject,  and 
ore  not  particularly  wedded  to  one.  Mildred  was  acute  enough 
to  see  that  the  beautiful  young  bride  did  not  exactly  like  the 
allusion  she  had  made  to  her  new  character. 

"  You  do  not  agree  with  me  ?"  she  demanded  quickly,  bending 
forward  to  look  into  her  companion's  eyes. 

"  How  can  I,  mamma  Mildred  !  As  I  think  no  one,  man  or 
woman,  should  have  a  spirit  that  disqualifies  her  for  the  dudea 
imposed  by  nature,  which  is  merely  the  law  of  our  great  Creator, 
how  can  I  agree  to  your  notion  of  so  muct  independence.  We 
are  not  intended  for  all  this  independence,  but  have  been  placed 
here  to  do  honour  to  God,  and  tfl  try  to  render  each  other  happy, 
I  wish — hut  I  am  too  bold,  for  one  bo  young  and  inexperienced." 

"Speak  freely,  dear.  I  listen  with  pleasure — not  to  say  with 
uuriosity." 

"  I  am  afraid,  dear  mamma,  that  the  great  guide  of  humau 
30uduct  h  not  as  much  studied  in  France,  as  it  should  be:  That 
teaches  us  the  great  lesson  of  humility.  Without  humility  we 
sre  nothing  —  cannot  be  Christians  — cannot  love  our  neighbours 
as  omiselves  —  cMinot  even  Jove.  Go4i  its, it  is  our  duty,  as  we 
ought' to  do."  .  ^-  '       •, 
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"  This  is  very  strange,  Aonft,  coming  from  one  of  your  age  1 
la  it  common  for  American  girls  to  reason  and  feel  in  this  way  f" 

"Perhaps  not,  though  I  hope  more  so  than  is  commouly  sup- 
posed. You  will  remember  what  a  mother  it  is  my  good  fortune 
to  poaseaa.  But,  dace  you  really  wish  me  to  be  frank  with  you, 
let  me  finish  what  I  have  to  say.  I  suppose  you  know,  Mildred, 
how  much  more  you  have  to  contend  with  than  moat  of  your  sex  ?"  , 

"Mods,  de  Larocheforte,  you  mean?" 

"Not  at  all,"  returned  Mra.  John  Wilmeter,  slightly  smiling. 
"  I  put  all  thought  of  contention  with  a  husband  out  of  the  quea- 
taon.  You  know  I  have  not -been  married  long  enough  for  that, 
end  I  could  almost  hope  that  the  first  day  of  such  a  sceuc  might 
be  the  last  of  my  life !  John  would  cease  to  love  me,  if  I  quar- 
relled with  him." 

"  You  will  be  an  estraordinary  pair,  my  dear,  if  scenes,  as  you 
call  them,  do  not  occasionally  occur  between  you." 

"  I  do  not  espect  fauUlessness  in  Jack ;  and,  as  for  myaelf,  I 
know  that  I  have  very  many  mot«s  to  get  rid  of,  and  which  I 
iTUst  may,  in  a  measure,  be  done.  But  let  us  return  to  the  case 
of  a  woman,  young,  well-educated,  handsome,  rich  ta  superfluity, 
and  intellectual." 

"  All  of  which  are  very  good  things,  my  child,"  observed  Mad, 
de  Larocheforte,  with  a  smile  so  covert  aa  to  be  scarcely  seen, 
uiough  it  betrayed  to  her  companion  the  consciousness  of  her 
making  tie  application  intended  —  "  what  next  ?" 

"  Wilful,  a  lover  of  power,  and  what  she  called  independent." 

"  Good  and  bad  together.  The  two  first,  very  bad,  I  acknow- 
ledge; the  last,  very  good." 

"  What  do  you  understand  by  independence  ?  If  it  mean  u 
ceittdn  disposition  to  examine  and  decide  for  ourselves,  under  all 
the  obligations  of  duty,  then  it  is  a  good  thing,  a  eery  good  thing, 
in  you  say;  but  if  it  merely  mean  a  disposition  to  do  as  on^' 
pleases,  to  say  what  one  likes,  and  to  behave  as  one  may  at  the 
(noment  fancy,  then  Jt  etrikea  me  aa  a  yciy  bad  thing.    This  N^^  -.-.-,  |„ 


dependence,  half  the  time,  is  only  pride  and  olistinacy,  deal 
mamma !" 

"Well,  what  if  it  is?  Men  are  proud  and  obstinate,  too;  and 
they  must  be  fought  with  their  own  weapons." 

"  It  is  easy  to  make  smart  speeches,  but,  by  the  difficulties  I 
m'^t  with  in  endeavouring  to  conquer  my  own  heart,  I  know  it 
is  very  hard  to  do  right.    I  know  I  am  a  very  young  monitress — " 

"  Never  mind  that  Your  youth  gives  piquancy  to  your  in- 
fetruotions.     I  like  to  hear  you." 

"  Well,  I  will  finish  what  I  had  to  say.  I  have  ever  found 
that  the  best  assistant,  or  it  might  bo  more  reverent  to  say,  the 
best  mode  of  subduing  error,  was  to  comport  ourselves  with 
humility.  Ab !  my  dear  mamma,  if  you  could  understand  how 
very  strong  the  humble  get  to  be  in  lime,  jou  would  throw  aside 
your  cherished  independence,  and  rely  on  other  means  to  secure 
your  happineas '." 

Pei'haps  Jlildred  was  as  much  struck  with  the  circumstances 
under  which  Ihis  rebuke  or  adraonitioB  was  given  as  with  the 
advice  itself.  It  had  an  effect,  however,  and  Dunsoomb  coming 
in  !ud  of  bis  niece,  this  singular  woman  waa  gradually  drawn 
from  the  exaggerated  notions  she  had  ever  entertained  of  herself 
and  her  rights  to  the  contemplation  of  her  duties,  as  they  are 
ezcroiaed  in  humility. 

If  there  were  no  other  evidence  of  the  divine  origin  of  the 
rules  of  conduct  taught  by  the  Redeemer  than  the  profound 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  that  is  so  closely  conneoled 
with  the  great  lessons  in  humility  everywhere  given  in  his 
teachings,  we  conceive  it  would  bo  sufficient  in  itself  to  establish 
their  ekim  to  out  reverence.  If  men  could  be  made  to  feel  how 
strong  they  become  in  admitting  their  weaknesses ;  how  clearly 
they  perceive  truth,  when  conscious  of  gating  at  its  form  amidst 
the  fogs  of  error;  and  how  wise  we  may  become  by  the  eoit- 
•eio^iioss  of  ignoranoe,  more  than  half  of  the  great  battLt  in 
monb  ironU  bs  gunwL,  .  ^ 
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Huiuilitj  was,  indeed,  a  hard  lesson  for  Mildred  Millington 
to  study.  Her  whole  life  had  been  in  direct  opposition  to  its 
pracepta,  and  the  great  failing  of  her  mind  had  a  strong  leaning 
to  a  lore  of  power.  Nevertheless,  there  is  a,  etill,  searching  pro- 
eesa  of  eorreeting,  ho  interwoven  with  the  law  of  the  New 
Testament,  as  to  be  irresistible  when  brought  to  aid  us,  in  the 
Biunner  prescribed  by  its  own  theory.  No  one  knew  this  better 
than  Duusoombj  and  he  ao  directed  the  reading,  thoughts  and 
feelings  of  his  interesting  charge,  as  to  produce  an  early  and  a 
very  sensible  change  on  her  character.  The  tendency  to  insanity 
is  still  there,  and  probably  will  ever  remain;  for  it  is  not  so 
much  the  consequence  of  any  physical  derangement  as  of  organ- 
isation ;  but  it  already  promises  to  be  so  far  controlled,  as  tn 
leave  its  unhappy  subject,  generally  rational,  and,  for  most  of 
her  time,. reasonably  satisfied. 

Dunscomb  had  several  interviews  with  the  vicointe  —  no-vi- 
comte  —  whom  he  found  a  much  more  agreeable  person  than  he 
had  been  prepared  to  meet,  though  certainly  addicted  to  snuff. 
He  was  made  acquainted  with  the  mental  hallucinations  of  his 
wife  as  well  as  with  the  fact  of  their  being  hereditary,  wben  a 
great  change  came  over  the  spirit  of  his  dream !  He  had 
married  to  perpetuate  the  family  de  Larocheforte,  but  he  bad  oc 
fancy  for  a  race  of  madmen.  Dunscomb  found  him  very  reason- 
able, in  consequence,  and  an  arrangement  was  soon  made,  under 
the  advice  of  this  able  counsellor,  by  moans  of  which  Mildred 
virtually  became  her  own  mistress.  M.  de  Larocheforte  accepted 
an  ample  provision  from  the  estate,  and  willingly  returned  tc 
Europe,  a  part  of  the  world  that  is  much  more  agreeable, 
usually,  to  men  of  his , class  than  our  own  "happy  country." 
Hie  absence  has  proved  a  great  assistance  to  those  who  hsva 
ftssumed  the  care  of  Mildred's  mental  f  (ate.  As  all  the  schemes 
for  a  divorce  have  been  discontinued, — schemes  tli:tt  eouid  have 
led  to  no  Btrietlj  legal  consequence, — and  ber  husband  has  left 
llu  oouatrv  the  mind  of  Mildred  has  become  calmer,  aad  tb«.  • 


means  bave  been  found  to  bring  her  almost  completely  within 
the  control  of  her  reason. 

We  have  veiy  little  to  say  of  the  other  characters.  Timms  ii 
Btill  himself.  He  boasis  of  the  fees  he  got  in  the  great  Maiy 
Moneon  case.  His  prospects  for  the  state  senate  are  far  from 
bad,  and  should  he  succeed,  we  shall  expect  to  see  him  whining 
about  "republican  simplicity,"  abusing  "aristocracy,"  which  in 
his  secret  heart,  means  a  clean  ahirt,  clean  nails,  anti-tobacco 
chewing  and  '  anti-blowing-the-noae-with-the-fingera,  and  aiding 
anti-rentisni.     He  is  eeamp  enough  for  anything. 

Williama  is  actually  married,  and,  in  reply  to  Tiinms's  accounts 
of  the  fees,  he  intimates  that  Peter  Goodwin's  ghost  would  not 
have  appeared,  had  he  not  "been  choked  off."  It  ought  to  be 
strange  that  these  two  mea  tike  to  boast  of  their  rascality;  but 
it  is  in  obedience  to  a  law  of  our  nature.  Their  tongues  merely 
echo  their  thoughta. 

The  McBrains  seem  very  happy.  If  the  wife  be  an  "  old  man  a 
darling,"  it  ia  not  as  a  young  woman.  Dunscomb  still  calls  her 
"  widow,"  on  occasions,  but  nothing  can  interrupt  the  harmony 
of  the  friends.     It  is  founded  on  mutual  esteem  and  respect 

Michael  and  Sarah  promise  well.  In  that  &niily,  there  is 
already  a  boy,  to  its  greatunde's  delight.  The  parents  exult  in 
this  ^ft,  and  both  are  grateful. 

We  care  little  for  Jack  Wilraeter,  though  a  very  good  fel- 
low, in  the  main.  Anna  loves  him,  however,  and  that  ^vea 
him  an  interest  in  our  eyes,  he  might  not  otherwise  enjoy.  His 
charming  wife  is  losing  her  Buperfloous  enthusiasm  in  the  reali- 
ties of  life,  but  she  seems  to  gain  iu  womanly  tenderness  and 
warmth  of  healthful  feeling,  precisely  in  the  degree  in  which  she 
loBes  the  useless  tenant  of  her  imagination. 
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